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TakiK It to the Trees in Santa Cruz 


Crossing a traverse line 

by LRDP Resistance 

In the early hours of November 7, people be- 
gan hoisting climb lines and wooden platforms 
into three clusters of redwood trees at the Uni- 
versity of California-Santa Cruz (UCSC). The 
trees and an adjoining parking lot are slated to 
become the site of UCSC's new Biomedical Sci- 
ences Facility — the first project of the 2005 Long 
Range Development Plan (LRDP), which would 
replace 120 acres of forested land with student 
housing, recreational facilities, roads and a re- 
search lab. 

By 11 a.m., one person had been arrested, and 
three people were in redwood trees surrounded 
by the UCSC police, who had blocked off the 
entire area and confiscated anything left in 
the parking lot. The treesitters had been with- 
out food and water all night. One sitter, whose 
platform had been confiscated before it could be 


raised, sat in a redwood tree in only his climb- 
ing harness. Meanwhile, elsewhere on campus, 
a planned rally in opposition to the LRDP was 
well under way. Hundreds of students listened to 
speakers elucidating the numerous prob- 
lems with UCSC's expansion plans. 

In a burst of energy, the rally morphed 
into a march to deliver supplies to the 
treesitters. Hundreds of supporters ar- 
rived at the treesit on Science Hill, armed 
with food and water. The first group of 
people to break police lines were tack- 
led to the ground and arrested, but the 
crowd was not deterred. As they faced the 
police, they were met with pepper spray 
and batons. Regardless, they continued 
to move closer to the trees, reaching over 
the police to put food and water on the 
line dropped by a treesitter, while still 
under police attack. In a burst of success, 


the crowd pushed the police line back and sur- 
rounded one of the clusters of trees. Cheers went 
out as food and water were lifted into the trees. 

continued on page 18 


A treesitter in Santa Cruz 
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State Repression in Aotearoa/New Zealand 


by Asher 

In a wave of massive state re- 
pression, more than 300 paramili- 
tary police carried out dawn raids 
on houses across Aotearoa/New 
Zealand and made 16 arrests on 
October 15. Search warrants were 
carried out in Auckland, Whaka- 
tane, Ruatoki, Hamilton, Palm- 
erston North, Wellington and 
other centers on the North 
Island, and in Christchurch 
on the South Island. The war- 
rants stated that the police 
were searching for evidence 
for charges under the Arms Act 
and the Terrorism Suppression 
'Act (TSA), making this the first 
time that the TSA has been in- 
voked in a search warrant. 

All of those arrested initially 
received multiple charges un- 
der the Arms Act. Police said 
they would consider filing fur- 
ther charges, including some 
under the TSA, for which per- 
mission was needed from the 
Solicitor-General. In the days 
following the initial arrests, many 
people around the country were 
questioned by police, and more 
properties were searched. The ar- 
restees have been active in the Tino 
Rangatiratanga (loosely translates 
as "Maori Self-Determination"), 
anarchist, peace, and environmen- 
tal movements. 

The raids were the culmination 
of 18 months of surveillance, in- 
cluding the bugging of telephone 
lines, cell phones and vehicles. 


The police alleged that the 16 had 
been involved in "terrorist training 
camps" in the mountainous Ure- 
wera region in the northeast of the 
North Island — in the area known 
as Tuhoe country, named after the 
Maori iwi (tribe) that lives there. 
The police have suggested that 
some or all of the arrestees were 


planning a bombing campaign 
and other attacks designed to ad- 
vance the cause of independence 
for Tuhoe country from the New 
Zealand government. 

Prominent Tuhoe activist Tame Iti 
was the first arrested, at his home at 
4 a.m. At 6 a.m., raids were carried 
out at A Space Inside, an anarchist so- 
cial center in Auckland, and the 128 
Community House in Wellington. 
In Tuhoe country, the towns of Rua- 
toki and Taneatua were blockaded by 


armed police for several hours. All cars 
leaving and entering were searched 
and their occupants photographed. 
In addition, many houses and people 
were searched and questioned. 

In the first month, all 16 arrestees 
were steadily moved from prisons 
around the country to two Auck- 
land prisons, to make prosecutions 


more convenient for the police. This 
meant moving them away from their 
whanau (families), friends and sup- 
port networks. Four prisoners were 
granted bail in the two weeks follow- 
ing the raids. On November 1-2, all 
16 arrestees were to be heard in one 
court for the first time, in Auckland. 
Just prior to the hearings, the police 
announced they would apply to the 
Solicitor-General to file terrorism 
charges against 12 of the 16 arrestees. 
During the two days of hearings, two 


more prisoners were granted bail, 
leaving just 10 of the 16 in prison 
(two women and eight men). 

On November 8, Solicitor-General 
David Collins announced he would 
not permit the TSA charges, due to 
insufficient evidence. The next day, 
six arrestees were granted bail due to 
the change in circumstances. Three 
days later, the last of the arrest- 
ees were released. Following the 
Solicitor-General’s decision, the 
police leaked cherry-picked sup- 
^ pressed evidence from their sur- 
I veillance to the corporate media, 
| in an attempt to influence pub- 
| lie opinion against the arrestees 
I and further inhibit any chance 
| of them receiving unbiased ju- 
| rors when the Arms Act charges 
| eventually go to trial, 
q While all 16 are now out on 
| bail, they still face multiple 
| charges and potential prison 

0 sentences under the Arms Act. 

1 Their trials could still be years 
away, with tens of thousands of 
pages of evidence to be exam- 
ined. In the meantime, many 

have non-association orders pre- 
venting them from interacting in 
any way with some of their clos- 
est friends, while others have strict 
curfews and have to report to the 
police multiple times each week. 
Some of the prisoners had virtually 
everything they own confiscated 
during the raids, some lost their 
homes, .and the emotional and fi- 
nancial impacts on their families 
have been immense. 

continued on page 8 
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"Trannies" have killed Earth First!, awareness as it pertains to effective 
Haven't you heard? EF! organizing. 

According to Michael Donnelly's These are relatively simple goals, 
article, "Green Sabotage as 'Terror- and they were all stated in "Trannies 
ism,"' which appeared in Counter- Are Taking Over" (see EF !J January- 
Punch in May, Earth First! "has for February 2007). That article — which 
all practical purposes been finished comprised a mere four percent of the 
off." And what, Dr. Donnelly, was issue in question — is what so many 
the cause of death? Why, it was the people are complaining about. And 
fact that the Journal "is now more yet, I've gotten the distinct sense that 
concerned with the issues of trans- few of its critics got past its plainly 
sexuals [sic] than any eco-issue." ironic title. The point of that article 

Donnelly is not alone in making was simply this: EF! has a long way to 
this false claim. SFBs, comments on 
the Journal's website, bluster at gath- 
erings and whispered asides have 
made it clear that a good number 
of current and former EF!ers think 
that transgender folks — and more 
generally, feminists, their allies and 
anyone concerned with issues of 
oppression — -are killing the move- 
ment. I strongly disagree. 

There is nothing wrong with tak- 
ing practical steps to acknowledge 
the fact that trans individuals are 
present within Earth First!; to en- 
sure that they have the space they 
need to learn, teach, participate 
and take action with safety and 
dignity; and to establish the Jour- 
nal as a place for promoting trans 


What some EF’ers — and so many 
people in mainstream society — 
simply don't seem to grasp is that 
women, people of color, trans peo- 
ple, members of other marginalized 
groups and their allies don't want to 
spend all their time challenging op- 
pressive behavior. Trans EFIers want 
to be working on EF! campaigns and 
projects— -just like the rest of us. If 
there's a significant focus dn trans- 
gender issues, it's not because trans 
folks are trying to hijack the move- 
ment and turn it into Gender First!. 
It's because the lack of transgender 
awareness, the persistence of patri- 
archy and heterosexism, the inap- 
propriate questions and the creepy 
stares make participating in EF! and 
taking direct action for the Earth so 
much harder for trans activists than 
it should be. 

In short, as soon as those with 
straight, white and/or male privi- 
lege (including myself) start really 
behaving like allies — or at least ex- 
press an honest commitment to 
work on our oppressive behavior — 
go before trans EF!ers will feel totally then we can all get back to work 
comfortable, understood, accepted saving the planet, 
and (most importantly) safe working Sound good? 
and organizing in EF! circles. —Josh 
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A student activist walks past others from the Free Speech Free Trees Student Coalition as they climb the fence into the oak grove. 


BY KP 

Who would have thought? A 
multitree treesit in one of the big- 
gest urban areas in the country — 
the Berkeley-Oakland-San Francisco 
megalopolis — just celebrated its one- 
year anniversary! 

It. was hard to see this far ahead 
when Native American activist 
Zachary Running Wolf, University 
of California-Berkeley (UCB) student 
Aaron Diek and new forest activist 
Jess Walsh hoisted themselves, in the 
dark of night, up into the branches 
of gnarly oak trees in a grove that 
includes nearly 40 old specimens 
of coast live oak ( Quercus agrifolia), 
a towering redwood and cedars (see 
EF!J March-April 2007). They aimed 
to protect the trees from UCB, which 
plans to level the grove — which stu- 
dents, faculty and the public have 
used for decades as a respite from the 
urban chaos below — for a high-tech 
sports facility. The three activists 
climbed to their perches to make the 
point that, beyond inappropriate- 
ness, it is actually illegal to cut ma- 
ture coast live oaks in Berkeley and, 
further, that people care enough 
about these trees to take direct ac- 
tion. But who thought we would 
find the support to maintain the ac- 
tion for a year and counting? 

What began as a passioriate act 
of daring has morphed into a na- 
tionally covered campaign, encom- 
passing a conglomeration of issues, 
widely supported in the community, 
punctuated by more than 150 ar- 
rests and citations, and generating 
enough legal action to keep a couple 
dozen attorneys busy. The ecologi- 
cal underpinnings remain a primary' 
rallying point and strong argument. 
The grove is a crucial link in the ur- 
ban/wildlands interface, providing a 
wildlife corridor that connects pieces 
of the vast regional parkland in the 
Berkeley-Oakland hills above the UCB 
campus. The arboreal platforms also 
caused many curious visitors — dog 
walkers, football fans, baby-carriage 
pushers, classes of third graders, inter- 
national tourists — to look upward as 
they entered the grove. This is a per- 
spective not native to city-dwelling, 
appointment-hopping, fast-moving 
Homo sapiens. But oh, what a perspec- 
tive it can be, as the abundant birds 
cruise in for a landing and squirrels 
lob acorns at heads below. Breathe 
deeply. ... There's a whole other world 
up there. 

Additionally, this campaign has 
brought both treesitters and observ- 
ers alike to an understanding of sa- 
cred space and its meaning in our 
lives and evolution. Thanks primarily 
to Running Wolf, the indigenous ar- 
chaeological aspects of the campaign 


have been aggressively pursued. Early 
on, someone from the UBC Depart- 
ment of Archaeology covertly deliv- 
ered a 1925 document to Running 
Wolf, verifying that bones had been 
discovered during construction of the 
adjacent football stadium. Back then, 
we didn't have the National Environ- 
mental Protection Act and the Cali- 
fornia Environmental Quality Act, 
which require Environmental Impact 
Reports to take native burial sites into 
consideration during any new con- 
struction. But besides the nuts and 
bolts of getting the university to ad- 
dress these issues, there has evolved 
a mindset — among the sitters, the 
multiethnic student body, the main- 
stream Sierra Club types and every- 
one else involved — that sacred sites 
are essential to our well-being and 
must be protected with a reverence 
and ferociousness that has given this 
campaign tremen- 
dous strength. This 
is how we evolve as 
human beings. 

During the many 
months that it took 
three lawsuits (one 
was even filed by 
the city of Berkeley!) 
challenging the uni- 
versity's • planning 
documents to come 
to court, many cre- 
ative actions kept 
the campaign vi- 
brant, growing and 
strong. The - law- 
suits finally came 
to court in Septem- 
ber, culminating in 
a three-week trial 
during which the judge visited the 
grove. However, as we honor the 
treesitters and intrepid ground sup- 
port on this one-year milestone, we 
are still waiting for the decision from 
Judge Barbara Miller as to whether 
UCB will be sent back to the draw- 
ing board. 

Here are some highlights from 
the past year of what is probably 
the longest-running and most ac- 
cessible urban treesit ever: 

•In January 2007, legendary 
conservationist and Save the Bay 
founder Sylvia McLaughlin (age 
90), City Councilwoman Betty Olds 
(age 86) and former Mayor Shirley 
Dean (age 71) ascended to a special 
platform to hold a press conference 
calling on the university to look at 
other sites for its project. 

•In February 2007, more than 80 lo- 
cal residents — including grandmoth- 
ers, a family of four, students and 
tenured professors — participated in a 
"24-hour community treesit," trying 
out hourlong stints on a platform in 
the oak branches. 


•On February 20, 2007, Native 
American leaders from around the 
area joined Running Wolf in a cer- 
emony and press conference, calling 
attention to the fact that UCB's plans 
would desecrate a native burial site. 

•On a chilly March morning, 78 
people removed their clothes and 
lay on the ground for a photo shoot 
by famed photographer Jack Ges- 
cheit. He did another photo shoot 
the following November, as naked 
hands and toes gripped the newly 
erected chain-link fence. 

•UCB police harassment of the 
treesit escalated in the Spring, with 
many early morning raids; confisca- 
tions of support gear, literature and 
personal belongings; and citations 
and arrests. This lasted until the 
end of August, when crews moved 
in to construct a perimeter chain- 
link fence that was meant to cripple 
all resupplies of the 
sitters' provisions. 
After an arrest for a 
food and water de- 
livery, and a rash of 
negative publicity 
for the university, 
supply runs were 
resumed. 

•In September, 
unable to suppress 
the treesit through 
arrests, harassment 
and supply block- 
ades, UCB filed a 
civil lawsuit (es- 
sentially a SLAPP 
suit) against the 
treesitters and sup- 
porters, claiming it 
had the power to 
arrest even someone standing on 
the sidewalk hooting a warning of 
approaching police. 

•Immediately after the filing of 
this lawsuit, around 40 UCB stu- 
dents in yellow T-shirts emblazoned 
with "Free Speech/Free Trees" joined 
with leaders of the 1964 Free Speech 
Movement to protest the fencing-in 
of the protest site. Students scaled 
the fence en masse, delivering food 
and water to the treesitters, result- 
ing in 21 arrests. This also took the 
wind out of UCB's argument that it 
is outsiders, rather than students, in 
the grove. 

•In early November, as students be- 
gan a treesit protest in the redwoods 
of UC-Santa Cruz, work crews in 
Berkeley arrived with heavy equip- 
ment to construct a bigger, taller, 
meaner fence around a much larger 
perimeter, topped with three strands 
of barbed wire. Nighttime harassment 
was stepped up, with bright stadium 
lights powered by noisy generators. 
Security guards also began filming 
the grove around the clock. 


•As police selectively but broadly 
enforced the injunction against 
those "acting in concert" with the 
sitters — arresting people providing 
water, food and blankets to protest- 
ers — community voices were raised. 
In mid-November, about 45 treesit 
supporters — including many from 
the Native American community — 
turned out for a nighttime prayer 
vigil. Riot police moved in with ba- 
tons, violently arresting four people 
while someone surreptitiously cut 
the fence in several places. This 
police action was quickly followed 
by more arrests of people walking 
away from the grove, students leav- 
ing blankets on a table and people 
supposedly caught on videotape 
talking to treesitters. 

•As a response to the increased 
police action and the need for 
food and water, a Thanksgiving ac- 
tion by Berkeley Grandmothers for 
the Oaks delivered pies and other 
supplies to fenced-in treesitters. 
A tight circle of bodies prevented 
singling out as a treesitter, perched 
on a branch above the sidewalk, 
dropped a rope into the center of 
the circle and hoisted up supplies. 
Arrests were threatened but did not 
materialize. 

•A similar food and water delivery 
was made at the one-year birthday 
celebration on December 2, with 
an even larger circle hiding those 
clipping the food bags to the sitter's 
carabiner. Earlier in the day, six at- 
torneys from the National Lawyers 
Guild — including famed attorneys 
Tony Serra and Dennis Cunning- 
ham — held a press conference in 
front of trie grove, lambasting the 
university for trampling on protest- 
ers' civir rights, as arrests and cita- 
tions topped the 150 mark. 

Wherever we go from here, it 
is clear that the campaign has 
brought together a diverse group of 
people who might not have other- 
wise collided on the political front. 
It has radicalized students, and it 
has opened people's eyes and hearts 
to the concept of sacred sites and 
the sanctity of the lives of our fel- 
low species. Even visiting football 
teams and their fans have been 
intrigued and perhaps inspired as 
they trooped past the arboreal vil- 
lage on their way to the UCB Bears' 
stadium up the hill, realizing that 
we don't have to make choices be- 
tween sports facilities and trees, be- 
cause, as the giant banner hung for 
the "big game" crowd proclaimed, 
"Bears Love Trees." 

For more information, contact 
info@saveoaks.com; www.saveoaks. 
com. 

kp is an unapologetic treehugger who 
walks around with bark on her face. 
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Dear SFB, 

I thoroughly enjoyed the 
Mabon issue of the EF! Journal 
(see EF!J September-October 
2007). My favorite article was 
"Fun With Cats," by Hayduke. 
It was good to see that Earth 
First! has not lost touch with 
its warrior roots. 

I also very much enjoyed 
reading "What Goes Around 
Comes Around: Day of Action 
Against 1-69 After the 2007 
EF! Rendezvous." Although I 
can appreciate a day of action 
based on a marching protest 
and disruption of section of- 
fices, I hope to soon read an 
article about "A Night of Ac- 
tion Against 1-69,” utilizing 
Hayduke's methods. 

After enough of these, 1-69 
should be no more (hopefully, 
before it ever really was). 

Yours always, 

— Tumbleweed 

Dear EF!, 

I've been a member of EF! 
for the past 20-odd years 
and was in Rainbow Summer 
1990-1991. 1 love EF! 

I'm concerned, however, 
about the recent trend to- 
ward feminist editors, etc. I 
believe that EF! should focus 
on biodiversity, not feminism. 
Exclude men (which you'll 
do), and you lose strength 
and eventually lose out on 
great opportunities to help 
biodiversity. 

A shame. 

Change your mind, and 
I'll send more money. Until 
then, I'll give it to other na- 
ture groups. 

— Anonymous 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Although I am a prisoner, 
I paid $20 for a subscription 
13 months ago.... I love our 
Earth Mother. I am biocentric. 
I.am even a dedicated primi- 
tivist. Yet sadly, I don't enjoy 
90 percent of your zine. 

I'm far from hateful (I'm an 
ex-Anti-Racist Action [ARA] 
member), but if I wanted 
social activist topics of gay-, 
trans- and race-based oppres- 
sion, I'd have remained ARA, 
support Anarchist Black Cross 
or subscribe to the liberal, 
mindless zines.... 

You could take some les- 
sons from Green Anarchy or 
Species Traitor editors. 

Remove my name from 
your mailing list. 

For the grandchildren's 
Earth, 

—Steven "Envtro" Andrews 
Dear Sir, 

I have just reread your pa- 
per, Earth First! No Compromise 
in Defense of Mother Earth, sec- 
ond line "Human Activities," 
sixth paragraph "Earth must 
come first." 

Why don’t you advocate a 
human reduction? Maybe six 
billion to two billion? 

Thanks, 

— Angus Ashdown 


Dear Folks at EF!J, 

I thought I would write you 
and tell you why I am not go- 
ing to renew my subscription 
after all these years. 

I wrote you a while ago 
and told you that your new 
large tabloid newspaper for- 
mat was poor, as it made ar- 
chiving EF!J very hard and 
made it 'hard to pass EF!J on 
to others, as opposed to the 
magazine format. 

OK, you did not write me 
back. Your record with me for 
responses over the many times 
I have written is zero. National 
Geographic did not reply to me 
either when I wrote them and 
complained at their shift from 
recycled paper to environ- 
mentally harmful clear plastic 
mailing envelopes. 

It is your newspaper, and 
you can publish it in any 
format you want, but what 
really got my hackles up was 
when you found it necessary 
to print testimonials to your 
new format in your renewal 
notices. That, my friends, 
was pure arrogance, and it 
was just too much for me. 
I shall save some trees and 
landfill space and not sub- 
scribe anymore, and give the 
money to a local wildlife re- 
habilitation center. 

The Internet will furnish 
me with the same informa- 
tion until the global corpo- 
rations and neofascists take 
it over. Then maybe, I will 
subscribe again if the EF!J is 
still around. 

Peace, 

— Ellen 

Dear SFB, 

Alaska just passed a law 
that says, "Beginning in the 
year 2010, no emissions test 
will be necessary for a motor 
vehicle." I think that Maine 
passed this law also. What 
happened to the Kyoto Pro- 
tocol? This sparked off a few 
thoughts for me. 

First of all, what are the au- 
tomakers going to do? Now, 
they are released from their 
emissions restrictions. They 
will probably save money by 
designing less restrictive ex- 
haust systems. After all, even 
a small piece of platinum (cat- 
alytic converter) is an expen- 
sive item. On the other hand, 
since fuel is more costly, fewer 
people will be able to oper- 
ate vehicles, so the emissions 
thing might even out.... 

Did you know they are 
coming out with a new cell 
phone that has a shaver in it 
(RAZR)? My company has a 
great product. It's called the 
"Porta-Snitch." Uses the lat- 
est cell phone technology! 
The Porta-Snitch is for you! 
Sneak behind the nearest ob- 
stacle and call the Big Guy! 
Report all eco-activity so they 
can stamp it out.... "Before 
It's Too Late!" 

Also, there is the following 
theory: For example, mycelia 


are the fungi that live under- 
ground a few inches. When 
they are covered up by cow 
pies or Autumn leaves, they 
send up mushrooms to prop- 
agate the species with spores. 
So, the theory is: When a spe- 
cies is threatened with extinc- 
tion, the first thing it does is 
reproduce. 

This seems not to make 
complete sense at first. After 
all, some species might just 
think, "Ah, hell, we don't 
want to live here any lon- 
ger anyway, so goodbye." 
But think about movies and 
about war. What happens 
when the soldier or movie 
star has a narrow escape? The 
first thing they want is sex! 

And now, think about the 
piston engine, the engine that 
has started the whole global 
warming thing.... Do you see 
a connection between the fear 
of death and a piston? There 
it is! Henry Ford in his garage 
creating a piston that moves 
up and down and explodes at 
the top! 

So why are the automakers 
touting their body designs as 
"sexy"? And why, "the more 
pistons the better"? 

So fear is a potent weapon. 
And, it induces the desire to 
reproduce. This is why some 
people use fear to get what 
they want, which is some 
perverse jolly pleasure that I 
don't understand. Yes, I am 
afraid of the police, not be- 
cause of pain or of imprison- 
ment, but because they upset 
my balance and take away my 
freedom. And let us not think 
that they are some pure saints! 
They do the same thing we 
do, but they spend all their 
time practicing subtlety so 
they don't "get caught." 

Me, I prefer my indepen- 
dence in spades — to be ob- 
vious, right up front about 
it. Today, I will ride my bi- 
cycle in the snow instead of 
taking the bus. Yes, motors 
are handy and necessary 
for some tasks, but they are 
causing massive problems. 
And why? Because probably 
90 percent of humanity sees 
them as something "magic," 
or a weapon, or a means to 
make others’ lives miserable, 
or as an artificial sex toy. 

But, we might as well burn 
up all the fuel and use up all 
the motors, because then we 
will have learned to do with- 
out them. In 20 years, maybe 
they will have a course in 
igloo-building taught at the 
university, because Home De- 
pot won’t be able to deliver 
lumber anymore! 

Love, 

— -Johnny 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

1 can’t tell you how appre- 
ciative I am that Daniel Mc- 
Gowan is writing an article 
about Bill Rodgers (Avalon) 
(see EF!J November-December 


2007). Thank you for helping 
him put the piece together. 

I have been struggling with 
the way both the corporate 
media and activists have been 
portraying Bill. I have never 
had someone so close to me 
pass over, so this whole ex- 
perience has been confusing 
and challenging. To add to 
the confusion is the fact that 
I only knew Bill the last three 
years of his life. I can't tes- 
tify to Bill's character in his 
younger years. I didn't know 
him then. My respect and 
honor for Bill as I knew him, 
though, will never change, 
no matter what authorities 
claim of him. 

We are all human. We are 
changing, and perhaps we 
would make different choices 
if we could do it all over again. 
So, here we are, Autumn 2007. 
Can you think back to 10-12 
years ago? What were you do- 
ing then? Are you ashamed of 
any choices you made? Were 
others ever justly or unjustly 
ashamed of you? Would you 
put yourself on trial today 
for any of those things? I 
hope you wouldn't. I hope 
you would honor who you 
are now, and all the beautiful 
things you have done to leam 
and grow as a human being. 

As part of this radical com- 
munity, I think most of us 
agree that the justice sys- 
tem sucks. The last thing I 
want is to have some judge 
or FBI prosecutor deeming 
me a criminal for my beliefs. 
Whenever we can, we try to 
solve our issues without po- 
lice involvement. When a 
tragedy like the Green Scare 
takes place, should we not 
continue to stick to these 
practices? In Bill Rodgers' 
case, some folks have chosen 
to bring up issues in court 
that they never would have 
involved the police in before, 
issues that occurred many 
years ago. 

What concerns me even 
more is that the claims of 
Chelsea Gerlach and others 
of Bill's character are only 
one side of the coin, only one 
perspective, yet many who 
knew Bill well see it differ- 
ently. 1 find it very disheart- 
ening that such talk is merely 
being used by defendants to 
reduce their own jail time. 
This, at the sake of ruining a 
"friend's” legacy. 

Bill Rodgers is not here to 
speak for himself. He cannot 
dispute claims; he can't ex- 
plain the world through his 
eyes. He lives on in our mem- 
ories the way we choose to 
remember. If you knew him, 

I ask you to remember what 
Bill gave to you, and to hold 
that gift and live it! We must 
be aware of how we speak 
of the dead. We have to be 
especially careful as radical 
activists, because the govern- 
ment and corporate media 
want to over-exaggerate any 


of our fallacies and humiliate 
and belittle our movement. 
Criminalizing Bill's character 
through the courts only acts 
to feed the Goliath. 

Thank you for hearing 
these thoughts. Bill was one 
of the most inspiring people 
I have known — may his spirit 
be wild and free! 

— Katie Nelson 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Can someone please ex- 
plain why, at this point, 
when it is well-known who 
cooperated in the Operation 
Backfire case in Oregon, 
resist. ca still hosts Darren 
Thurston's support site and 
mutualaid.org hosts Chel- 
sea Gerlach's? What kind of 
message does this send to 
the people who didn't co- 
operate, to the families and 
communities of those peo- 
ple and to our movement? 
These two defendants don't 
even bother denying their 
snitching anymore, and co- 
pious court reports and legal 
documents have been made 
available making the issue 
clear as day. 

ResiSt.ca and mutualaid.org 
are quick to point out how 
strapped they are for funds 
and how shoestring their 
budgets and networks are. 
Why would they spend these 
limited resources on people 
whose cooperation sealed the 
fate of their former allies? If 
you think this is as disgust- 
ing as I do, let them know. If 
their response is denial or si- 
lence (that's been the case so . 
far), pull your website, cancel 
your email and stop using 
tech collectives that support 
this behavior. 

Sincerely, 

— A. Noid 

Dear SFB, 

I feel the need to chime in 
on the prison debate, as my 
experience has been fairly 
different from Peter's and 
Jeff's — but I think that's the 
point (see EF!J May-June and 
July-August 2007). A lot of 
factors will determine how 
your incarceration plays out: 
classification and security 
level, region of the country, 
state or federal, and simply 
the kind of person you are. 

I agree with Peter— there 
is a world of difference be- 
tween a maximum-security 
state yard and a low, medium 
or even a US Penitentiary in 
the federal prison system. But 
despite that Peter and I were 
both in mediums in the same 
complex, a stone's throw 
away, our experiences sound 
drastically different. There's a 
lot more than a "long walk to 
the salad bar." (In fact, it's a 
walk here not worth taking — 
brown iceberg lettuce with 
the occasional shredded car- 
rot.) In the past 11 months, 
we've had two race-fueled 
riots, multiple stabbings and 
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cuttings, and almost weekly 
fights and beatings. There's 
racial and gang politics, racial 
segregation and worst of all, 
eggs in the veggie burgers. 

But after figuring out how 
to properly navigate it all, 
it's completely doable. Most 
of us, as activists, exist in a 
"liberal" world with integra- 
tion, understanding, sensi- 
tivity and liberated language. 
That world rarely exists here. 
There's not much you can 
do to prepare yourself for 
that, but what 1 do suggest 
is writing political prisoners 
and asking questions. They 
might not all be able to be 
answered, but writing prison- 
ers such as Peter was a huge 
help for me. 

The bottom line is: Prison 
sucks. But if you have the 
courage, smarts and strength 
to take action on the streets, 
those same qualities will carry 
you safely through your time, 
with no problems. We're all 
going to have different expe- 
riences arid do different time, 
but a life of inactivity based 
on fear isn't life at all. 

— Jake Conroy 

Dear SFB, 

I'm writing in response 
to the article "There Are 
No Safe Spaces on a Dead 
Planet'' (see EF!] Novem- 
ber-December 2007). I was 
reading it, agreeing with 
some things, disagreeing 
with others, feeling it was a 
mostly worthwhile article, 
when I saw the rant against 
"transient urban anarcho- 
punks." 

Too often in Earth First! 
circles, I've heard (typically 
older) people lament about 
how crushes are ruining ev- 
erything. Sometimes, it's be- 
cause this International Crust 
Conspiracy is said to commit 
the sin of skipping workshops 
at the Round River Rendez- 
vous (RRR). Sometimes, crust- 
ies are condemned for (gasp!) 
drinking alcohol. 

At each RRR I've been to, 
most people focus on net- 
working, having a good time 
with old friends, meeting new 
ones and honing skills for use 
in EF! campaigns (usually, in 
that order). In this respect, I 


feel that the behavior of these 
older EF!ers that evidently 
refuse to go to future gath- 
erings and the younger crust- 
ies is not that different; the 
main differences seem to be 
based around the cultural di- 
vide between younger punks 
and older, hippie-leaning 
activists. EF! will never com- 
pletely unite the d-beat and 
deadhead crowds. With that 
in mind, it helps for all of us 
to have open minds when 
working or playing with one 
another. 

Also, I think the senti- 
ment that new faces need 
to conform to some sort of 
EF! norm is not helpful. Of 
course, EF! is based around 
biodiversity, direct action 
and an absence of hierar- 
chy, but the autonomy of EF! 
groups and people is some- 
thing to be cherished! 

A large number of those 
actually in the forests, bar- 
ricades and treesits since 
the mid-'90s have been 
"anarcho-hobos." At the 
2007 RRR, attendees were 
mostly neither crushes nor 
older folks. EF! evolves. It 
is who shows up and does 
actions at least as much as 
who came before. Many 
campaigns have been en- 
ergized and maintained by 
punks, and as long as punks 
travel places activists are 
needed, many campaigns 
will continue to be carried 
by punks. 

Let's start valuing all peo- 
ple who throw down for the 
Earth first! 

Up da punx! 

— Donny 

Dear Chimp Shit for Brains, 

In his letter last issue, Lynn 
Jacobs claims that chimpan- 
zees, gorillas, orangutans 
and gibbons, "our four clos- 
est animal relatives," are "all 
vegan or nearly so" (see EF!J 
November-December 2007). 
This is not entirely accurate. 

Jacobs is correct that go- 
rillas, orangutans, bonobos 
and gibbons are overwhelm- 
ingly herbivorous. (They 
will occasionally eat inverte- 
brates.) However, this char- 
acterization does not extend 
to the common chimpanzee 


(Pan troglodytes), our closest 
relative. Since the 1960s, it 
has been known that chim- 
panzees — once idealized as 
peaceful vegetarians — regu- 
larly consume the meat of 
small antelopes, wild pigs 
and especially red colobus 
monkeys. In fact, chimpan- 
zees are capable hunters, with 
individual group members 
taking on specialized roles in 
order to ambush their prey. 

Although meat comprises 
no more than three percent 
of the chimpanzee diet, 
this level of consumption is 
high enough to make them 
true omnivores. Moreover, 
their hunting and sharing 
of meat serves an important, 
although not fully under- 
stood, social role. Some pri- 
matologists speculate that 
the hunt strengthens group 
bonds, while others theorize 
that the division of meat re- 
inforces their social hierar- 
chy. In short, hunting and 
meat-eating seem to serve 
the same purposes in chim- 
panzee societies as they do in 
human ones. 

But none of this has any 
bearing on the "correct" hu- 
man diet. The argument that 
humans should eat whatever 
is "natural" has been wielded 
by omnivores and vegetarians 
alike, with little success by ei- 
ther side. What matters is not 
how we're like other animals, 
but how we're different. No 
other animal's craw ng for meat 
has resulted in the extinction 
or decimation of countless 
species, the pollution of the 
planet's atmosphere and wa- 
terways, the domestication 
and abuse of livestock, and 
the industrial and fundamen- 
tally cruel slaughter of billions 
of animals every year. 

That's the best reason to be 
vegan. 

— Nehar Hudson 

• 

Dear SFB, 

Oops, Lynn, I think you 
misunderstood my "conclu- 
sion" (see EF!f November- 
December 2007). Somebody 
had said, "Aren't we all 
agreed about [not consum- 
ing animals)?" and I was 
pointing out that no, we 
were not — that some of us 


believed along the lines I 
described. I presented one 
of the "different" beliefs as 
evidence that general agree- 
ment did not exist. It isn’t 
relevant whether you feel 
that those are wrong be- 
liefs — no need for you to 
present your argument why 
you feel that they are wrong. 
That doesn't change the re- 
ality with which we must 
deal, the reality that some 
of us do hold such beliefs 
and presumably hold them 
just as firmly as you hold 
yours. The problem is: How 
do we as an activist commu- 
nity cope with this reality? 
How do we manage to work 
together on the issues where 
we agree without letting the 
fact that we are very much 
in disagreement on other is- 
sues interfere? 

If you imagine that there 
can be a solution based upon 
your being right, that- you 
simply have to convince the 
wrongminded and then this 
problem will no longer ex- 
ist, then you really do not 
understand the nature of the 
problem. Proceed under the 
assumption that you are right 
in your beliefs, but for what- 
ever perverse reason, the oth- 
ers who will not accept your 
truth will persist in the error 
of their ways. If I were making 


an analogy, [this sounds] just 
like the proselytizers [who] 
know "the truth" but are un- 
able to convince the person 
upon whose door they knock 
that he or she is worship- 
ing the wrong deity. Do you 
understand now? 1 have no 
interest in arguing with you 
about which of us holds cor- 
rect beliefs, have no interest 
in trying to convert you — a 
waste of time. I do have an 
interest in discussion of the 
ways and means of our work- 
ing cooperatively most of the 
time in spite of the reality 
that we will never come into 
agreement on some things. 

If you disagree with my 
"conclusion” that the overall 
environmental community 
is not in agreement and that 
we will be unable to achieve 
agreement, speak to that. 
Do you think that positions 
along the lines I described 
aren't held by some of us? 
That those people aren't just 
as convinced about the right- 
ness of their thinking as you 
are about yours? That this 
doesn't represent a problem 
for us and that we have to 
come up with "ground rules" 
and "conventions" to pre- 
vent disruption of our com- 
mon efforts? 

For the Earth, 

— Michael Novack 


Please Keep Yr 
Letters to 
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by Matt Leonard 

The movement to confront climate change 
is gaining momentum. It's coming from all 
sectors of the globe and across all types of 
communities. Every single presidential can- 
didate has made climate and energy policy a 
main platform of his or her campaign. Grow- 
ing mobilizations like Step It Up and No War 
No Warming are encouraging people to get out 
from behind the checkbook and do more than 
buy energy-conserving light bulbs, hybrid cars 
and Green Lattes. International networks like 
Rising Tide are growing by leaps and bounds, 
creatively confronting the root causes of the 
climate crisis. And, on November 2-5, I (and 
probably more than a 
handful of people reading 
this article) attended Pow- 
er Shift, the largest youth 
gathering confronting cli- 
mate change in US history. 

Held in Washington, DC, 

Power Shift was impressive 
in many ways — not least 
of which was that 6,000 
young activists came to- 
gether to strategize on how 
to confront the bleak future 
that our current political 
and corporate leaders are 
creating for us. While a lot 
of the energy at Power Shift 
was focused on very liberal 
and legislative responses to 
climate change, it is impor- 
tant to remember that, his- 
torically, some of the most 
radical social movements 
have come from youth- and 
student-led movements. 

Often, the beginnings of these movements 
aren't all that radical. Some of us may have exited 
the womb with a mohawk and one-finger salute, 
but for most people, radicalization is a process. 
From my experience, radicalization comes from 
first attempting to "play by the rules" to effect 
change in the world. Then, we start to realize 
that, more often than not, the rules are designed 
to ensure that people, communities and the en- 
vironment don't meaningfully get in the way 
of profits and power. Sometimes, it takes people 
a few tries to realize that the "rules" are funda- 
mentally structured to stymie our efforts. 

After a weekend of hundreds of workshops,, 
panels and speakers, Power Shift culminated with 
a mass "Lobby Day" on Capitol Hill. Thousands 
of students rallied on the Capitol Lawn and spent 
the day meeting with congressional representa- 
tives (or their aides) and raising concerns about 
carbon emissions, coal mining, renewable energy, 
green jobs and international climate treaties. But 
many people in the movement are already a bit 
jaded about lobbying, having recognized that pol- 
iticians haven't saved us yet from environmental 
and social destmction, and that their kowtowing 
to corporate profits is what got us into this mess 
in the first place. Hoping that a 2008 Congress 
or president will miraculously prioritize people 
and the planet over their corporate donors isn't 
a gamble we are willing to take. It's telling that 
the recent Democratic presidential debates were 
sponsored by Americans for Balanced Energy 
Choices — a coal-industry front group. 

Following the big rally, while many people 
continued to lobby "their" politicians, hundreds 
of students and members of coal-impacted com- 
munities decided to make an end-run around 
Capitol Hill and take their demands straight to 


the doorsteps of the corporations profiting from 
climate chaos. Recognizing that the private bank- 
ing industry is the backbone of an unjust and 
unsustainable economy, as well as the provider 
of billions of dollars in capital to the dirty coal 
industry, Rainforest Action Network (RAN), Coal 
River Mountain Watch, the Student Environmen- 
tal Action Coalition (SEAC), Mountain Justice 
Summer (MJS) and friends headed to a branch of 
Citi. With billions of dollars in assets, Citi is a top 
funder of some of the most destructive practices 
around the world and holds the dubious title of 
being the largest financier of the coal industry. 

As several residents of communities decimated 
by mountaintop removal in West Virginia and Ken- 
tucky entered the bank to voice their objections to 


Residents of West Virginia’s coal fields protest Citi. 


Citi's mining investments, hundreds of students 
gathered in a park across the street. Once the bank 
asked these community leaders to leave, the rally 
took to the streets, joined by about a dozen people 
wearing white Tyvek hazardous materials suits and 
dust masks, carrying shovels and pushing wheel- 
barrows full of coal. 

The Tyvek-clad folks dumped nearly half of a 
ton of coal on the doorsteps of the bank, as the 
crowd packed onto the sidewalk surrounding the 
bank. Suddenly, an uproar of coughing and hack- 
ing arose from the crowd as several intrepid activ- 
ists circled the bank and sidewalk with "Global 
Warming Crime Scene" tape. Within moments, 
nearly 400 people had shut down the bank with 
a massive "die-in," blocking the bank entrance 
and sidewalk. As the bank scrambled to lock its 
doors, bank managers rushed to throw out an- 
other youth delegation that had entered the bank 
and had been informing customers of what Citi is 
using their bank accounts to fund. 

This action exemplified what our movement 
needs to be doing: supporting impacted com- 
munities, recognizing that direct action must 
be a part of a broader campaign, escalating our 
demands and tactics, and making sure our ac- 
tions are inspiring and resonating with others 
so that our movementxan keep growing. Many 
people in the crowd had never participated in 
direct action before. The enthusiasm and ex- 
citement from people exploring a whole new 
approach to activism and social change was 
incredible. Seeing the teary eyes of 50-year-old 
coal-field residents inspired by 18-year-old col- 
lege students really shook me. That is solidarity. 
1 watched two young women informing the po- 
lice captain that they weren't going to let even 
the ATM machine remain operating. The police, 


amazingly, gave in to their demands, telling the 
bank to close the machines! 

Two weeks before this action in Washington, 
DC, members of RAN, Rising Tide North Ameri- 
ca (RTNA) and Earth First! scaled a construction 
crane across from Bank of America’s headquar- 
ters in Charlotte, North Carolina. We made sure 
the employees and executives at Bank of Amer- 
ica could not hide from their destructive invest- 
ments by dropping a 2,000-square-foot banner 
that read, "Bank of America: Funding Coal, Kill- 
ing Communities." That same day, activists in 
New York City shut down more than a dozen 
ATMs with "Global Warming Crime Scepe" tape 
and posted "Closed: Due to Dirty Investments" 
signs across the screens. A month earlier, Rising 
Tide UK held a series of major 
actions targeting the Royal 
Bank of Scotland for its dirty 
investments. 

As I write this article, we are 
receiving report-backs from the 
National Day of Action against 
Coal Finance. On November 
16-17, Bank of America arid 
Citi offices in more than 60 cit- 
ies were targeted for their role 
in investing in and profiting 
from climate and community 
destruction. Here in San Fran- 
cisco, a roving band of climate 
activists closed more than 70 
ATM machines, as well as sev- 
eral bank branches and offices. 
In St. Petersburg, Florida, mem- 
bers of Earth First! and RTNA 
left a banner floating on the 
ceiling of a Bank of America 
lobby, held aloft with helium 
balloons. Back in New York 
City> Citi sponsored "How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas" — giving some theatrical 
activists plenty of opportunities for culture jam- 
ming. The Day of Action was endorsed by RAN, 
SEAC, RTNA, MJS, Coal River Mountain Watch, 
Energy Justice Network and others. 

If we take this message to Wall Street, we can 
identify and target two of the largest root causes 
of climate change. The first is coal, which is re- 
sponsible for nearly 40 percent of greenhouse 
gas emissions worldwide and which requires an 
extraction process that causes the destruction of 
ecosystems and communities across the world. 
The second is an economic system that focuses 
only on an abstraction called "profit" while de- 
stroying our planet's ability to sustain life. We 
are building a campaign that will produce tangi- 
ble results for people and the planet in the short 
term by taking down the coal industry, while 
building a vision and movement that seeks to 
transform our entire economy into one based on 
principles of ecology and justice. 

It's time for radicals, biocentrists, deep ecolo- 
gists, social ecologists and those not willing to 
compromise our future to really tackle the issues 
of climate change. We can’t let this movement be 
led by corporate front groups or by people who 
encourage us to buy our way out of this mess.' We 
have to confront climate change at its root causes: 
fossil fuels and an economy that demands infinite 
growth in the face of finite resources. 

To learn more about the Dirty Money cam- 
paign challenging Wall Street to end investments 
in dirty energy, visit www.dirtymoney.org. 

Matt works at Rainforest Action Network, work- 
ing to reconcile "economy" with "ecology. " His spare 
time is spent with the Bay Rising affinity group, 
climbing rocks and listening to obscure punk bands. 
He can be reached at matt@ran.org. 
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Santa and his helpers protest Duke Energy. 


by Asheville Rising Tide 

In what appears to be a recur- 
ring phenomenon in North Caro- 
lina, angry polar bears have once 
again descended on a notorious 
climate criminal to disrupt its 
business. On November 15, local 
college students and members of 
Asheville Rising Tide converged 
at Duke Energy headquarters in 
Charlotte. Bearing signs reading, 
"Got Mercury?" and "Coal Fuels 
Climate Change," the protesters 
demanded that Duke Energy can- 
cel plans for an 800-megawatt ad- 
dition to its Cliffside coal plant. 

Despite police and security 
guards already on the scene, two 
students dressed as polar bears 
used a bike lock to secure the 
headquarters' main entrance. Un- 
fortunately, a police officer man- 
aged to intervene before the pair 
were able to lock themselves to 
the door. Once the cop managed 
to wrestle the locks from the po- 
lar bears, the two launched Plan B 
and commenced a sit-in in front 


of the doors. Eventually more 
police arrived, and the students 
were arrested. The lock, however, 
remained, blocking the return 
of hundreds of Duke employees 
from their lunch break. 

"North Carolina's youth will be 
living with the impact of dirty en- 
ergy and climate change far into the 
future. We need community-based 
alternatives to the fossil fuel empire," 
said Nina Otter, a Warren Wilson 
College student, who was arrested. 


"Coal has got to go if we want 
to solve the climate crisis." 

At a time when we need to be 
making massive reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions, the 
expanded Cliffside coal power 
plant would emit 312 million 
tons of carbon dioxide over 
its 50-year lifespan. Increasing 
dependence on coal plants in 
the face of our climate crisis is 
tantamount to suicide. 

In addition to escalating 
climate change, the addi- 
tional construction at the 
Cliffside plant would more 
than double the amount 
of mercury released by the plant 
to 405 pounds per year. Water 
is also a major issue. The entire 
Southeast is in the grip of one of 
the worst droughts ever recorded, 
with North Carolina hit particu- 
larly hard. All indications point to 
climate change as a major culprit. 
If expanded, the Cliffside plant 
would evaporate 21 million gal- 
lons of river water every day, while 
major cities like Atlanta teeter on 
the brink of running dry. 


We also seek to expose Duke En- 
ergy CEO Jim Rogers for the gre- 
enwashing liar that he is. Rogers 
currently enjoys a certain amount 
of prestige as a "green CEO" for 
his recent push for regulations of 
greenhouse gas emissions through 
the US Climate Action Partner- 
ship (USCAP). When taken at face 
value, this seems like an extraor- 
dinary thing for the CEO of a ma- 
jor polluter to do. However, it has 
become apparent that the main 
role of USCAP is to push for ex- 
tremely weak climate legislation 
in order to pre-empt any meaning- 
ful changes that might be made 
to fight climate change. This, of 
course, becomes increasingly ap- 
parent when Rogers is pushing for 
toothless legislation at the same 
time as he seeks to build a fleet of 
new coal-powered plants, includ- 
ing Cliffside. 

Asheville Rising Tide is joining peo- 
ple across North Carolina who are ded- 
icated to stopping the Cliffside plant 
dead in its tracks with public outreach 
and hard-hitting actions. This is just 
the beginning.... 


NO WAR 
NO WARMING 


by Ted Glick 

My spirit was on fire on October 22. It was such a 
great day! After months of planning, we pulled off 
something the likes of which I've never been a part 
of before. For a couple of hours, with action after 
action, we disrupted business as usual on Capitol 
Hill. We sent out a message nationally (and inter- 
nationally) that people are outraged that the US 
Congress has done nothing to end the war, pass 
strong global warming legislation, or address the 
myriad of justice and survival issues that are wors- 
ening because of the war and the climate crisis. 

The protest began with the 10-person polar 
bear contingent arriving like clockwork right at 8 
a.m., at the intersection of New Jersey and Inde- 
pendence avenues. The mass media promptly ar- 
rived with lots of TV cameras and reporters. The 
polar bears moved to one of the main entrances 
of the federal Cannon House Office Building and 
blockaded it. When forced to move by the police, 
they continued their demonstration, accompa- 
nied by thematic music amplified by a portable 
sound system. 



Polar bears block the entrance to the Cannon House-Office Building. 


a second wave of activists blocked the street. 
This group consisted of six young people and 
me. We were all arrested. I later heard that five 
more people were arrested, including three po- 
lar bears, ,as the police overreacted to the second 
wave of action and began pushing people away 
from the intersection. The five arrested were in 
the process of moving away — apparently not fast 
enough for the police. None of the five had been 
given any verbal warnings, as the law requires, to 
move or face arrest. 

Those of us arrested were taken to the Capi- 
tol garage. There, we began to discuss actions 
to challenge these illegal arrests. This time in 
the Capitol garage was memorable. For hours, 
we talked with one another; we interacted with 
the dozens of cops watching over us; we sang 
song after song; we started discussions about 
what to do next; and, over time our righteous 
and joyous — if tired — spirits began transform- 
ing the faces, body language and actions of 
ome of the police. 

No time for resting now. No War No Warming 
on the move! 



Students for a Democratic Society shut down Independence Avenue. 


Within minutes, an Iraq War veterans group 
arrived to take the place of the polar bears, block- 
ading the same entrance. They refused to leave; 
after 10-15 minutes, arrests began. 

While these actions were taking place, 25 
people took part in a "Separate Oil and State" 
action on the opposite side of the Cannon 
building. They blocked another main entrance 
and were arrested. 

Soon after the Iraq vets were hauled away, up 
came the Students for a Democratic Society con- 
tingent in their yellow Campus Climate Chal- 
lenge T-shirts. They immediately moved into 
the middle of Independence Avenue, a major 
thoroughfare on Capitol Hill, completely block- 
ing traffic for 45 minutes. The 25 young people 
chanted, "Resistance is Forming! No War! No 
Warming!" As the police moved in to start mak- 
ing arrests, a very sizeable crowd — which had by 
then clustered along both sides of the street — 
began to chant, "Arrest Bush, not the kids!" 

"The kids" were moved off of Independence, 
and were slowly processed and loaded onto a 
waiting bus. But as traffic began to move again, 
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Greenpeace Regains its Teeth 




by Felicia Fox 

The well-known, international environmental 
organization Greenpeace, which is often criti- 
cized in Earth First! circles for being too "corpo- 
rate" and not "radical" enough, seems to have 
returned to its direct action roots a bit in recent 
months. Here at the Journal, we have been inun- 
dated with emails outlining some of the actions 
Greenpeace has taken: 

On October 12, Greenpeace activists in Ter- 
neuzen, the Netherlands, stopped a ship from 
off-loading thousands of tons of newsprint from 
Canadian logging company Abitibi-Consoli- 
dated. Activists painted "No Newspapers from 
Ancient Forests" in Dutch on the hull of the 
560-foot-long ship and are calling on the Dutch 
government to make sure that paper imports 
are not coming from old-growth forests. Abitibi 
newsprint is made mainly of virgin fibers from 
Canada's boreal forest, one of the largest intact 
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first-growth forests in the world. Dutch news- 
paper publishers PCM, Wegener and Telegraaf 
Media Groep purchase more than 28,000 tons of 
paper annually from Abitibi. 

In Sumatra, Indonesia, local forest com- 
munities are fighting alongside Greenpeace 
activists to stop illegal, commercial palm-oil 
plantations by building dams. Yes, you heard 
that right: by building dams! On October 29, 
the activists began building five dams across 
10-foot-deep canals that were dug by the palm 
oil company PT Duta Palma'. The canals drain 
water out of Indonesia's swamp forests so that 
palm-oil seedlings can be planted there. PT 
Duta Palma and other palm oil companies are 
acting against regulations for Indonesian for- 
est protection and a presidential decree. Ac- 
tivists hope the dams will hold water in the 
swamps, thereby halting construction of the il- 
legal plantation. They have also set up a forest 
defenders camp nearby to keep watch and pre- 
vent more illegal dredg- 
ing from occurring. 

Along with building 
dams, Greenpeace has 
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Greenpeace activists drop a banner in Indonesia. 


taken action at sea against the destructiveness of 
the palm oil industry. On November 10, Green- 
peace's ship, the Rainbow Warrior, dropped an- 
chor next to a tanker carrying more than 33,000 
tons of Indonesian palm oil. Greenpeace blocked 
the tanker from exiting the Indonesian port of 
Dumai, until being forced out of the way by three 
tug boats on the morning of November 18. 

On November 15, Greenpeace activists occu- 
pied and shut down the Munmorah coal-fired 
power plant by locking themselves onto a con- 
veyor belt to prevent coal from feeding into the 
plant in New South Wales, Australia. Activists 
also dropped a banner reading "Climate Change 
Starts Here" and painted "Coal Kills" on the roof 
of the building. The Munmorah plant is the old- 
est coal plant in Australia, lying about 100 miles 
north of Sydney. 

It has been exciting to read about all that 
Greenpeace has been doing, and we hope that 
they will keep it up — nice and strong in defense 
of the Earth! 

Felicia Fox is a woodsy hermit wannale from the 
North, who is very much enjoying the Tucson "Win- 
ter" yet still dreaming of snow. 
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Locked down at Munmorah coal-fired power plant 


STATE REPRESSION IN NEW ZEALAND 


continued from page 1 

The Context 

"I weep for what has just happened at Maunga- 
pohatu in Tuhoe. The police raid seems to be about 
punishing Kenana for questioning the crown and will 
only take us back to the mists of fear and doubt.... 
I wonder if we will ever stop worrying when it might 
happen again." 

— Karaitiana Rarere, Ngati Kahungunu, 1916 

For the Maori, the indigenous people of Aote- 
aroa/New Zealand, and for the Tuhoe in particu- 
lar, repression and brutality, at the hands of the 
colonial state are nothing new. The Tuhoe, the 
tribe at the center of many of the police allega- 
tions, never signed the 1840 Treaty of Waitangi, 
with which the New Zealand government at- 
tempts to legitimize its rule over Aotearoa/New 
Zealand. It is in Tuhoe country that you will 
find the highest rate of Te Reo Maori as a first 
language, with English relegated to second. The 
Tuhoe have always remained staunchly indepen- 
dent and, as such, have always been considered a 
threat by the state. 

In 1867, the government confiscated vast trr ;ts 
of land from the Tuhoe, including all access to 
the coastline, under the pretext of punishing 
them for alleged involvement in the murder of 
a missionary. This confiscation left the Tuhoe 
landlocked and without a source of kaimoana 
(seafood). Almost all of the Tuhoe's fertile crop- 
growing land was also taken. 


By 1916, many Tuhoe had flocked to the vil- 
lage of Maungapohatu, where a man named Rua 
Kenana preached a new way of life and opposi- 
tion to World War I and the conscription laws. 
This was too much for the state to handle, and 
so it attacked, killing two, wounding others and 
taking Kenana prisoner. Kenana would spend al- 
most two years in prison, despite being found not 
guilty of sedition, and the peaceful community 
he helped establish would never be the same. 

The Tuhoe remained ever-resilient, however. 
In recent years, they have begun negotiations 
with the Waitangi Tribunal, in an attempt to 
retain their land and receive compensation for 
what the state has taken from them. It was dur- 
ing a tribunal hearing in Tuhoe country in 2005, 
that Tame Iti, one of those arrested in recent 
raids, was charged with a firearms offense, after 
shooting a New Zealand flag during a "welcom- 
ing" ceremony for state officials. That event was 
part of a wider welcome intended to make the 
officials see and feel a taste of what the Tuhoe 
had experienced at the hands of the New Zea- 
land government since colonization began. 

"We wanted them to feel the heat and smoke 
and the Tuhoe outrage and disgust at the way we 
have been treated for 200 years. [Colonizers] de- 
stroyed people's homes and burned their crops, 
and we wanted them to feel that. We wanted 
to demonstrate to them what it feels like being 
powerless," said Iti. 


Support has come from radical groups and in- 
dividuals, Maori people, unionists and unions (al- 
though some seem too afraid to anger the mling 
Labor Party), civil libertarians and others. While the 
political lines have differed from group to group, 
cooperation has generally been effective in most 



An activist yells at police. 


centers. Some groups have taken on the responsi- 
bility of prisoner and whanau support. Others have 
focused on demonstrations and public events, with 
still others working on fundraising, writing articles 
for newspapers, education and outreach. 

Solidarity with the arrestees has also been pres- 
ent overseas. Demonstrations have been held at 
New Zealand embassies and consulates from the 
UK to Australia. Messages of support have been 
received from Mexico (including at least one from 
the sister of a Oaxacan political prisoner), Greece, 
Canada and other places.'Since their release, many 
of the arrestees have expressed their gratitude and 
thanks to their supporters all over the world. 

"The history of the Tuhoe shows that the 
Tuhoe did not concede, did not cede, did not 
give up, did not even rent out their sense of sov- 
ereignty.... Their view is [that of] an independent 
people who want interdependence as a lifestyle," 
said Tamati Kruger, a Tuhoe activist. 

For more information on the raids and solidar- 
ity events, visit www.octoberl5thsolidarity.info. 

Asher is an Aotearoa anarchist who has been re- 
porting on the raids and solidarity actions for Aote- 
aroa Indymedia at www.indymedia.org.nz. 



Protesters in Aotearoa/New Zealand 


Solidarity Is Strength! 

The raids provoked an immediate display of 
solidarity and support all across Aotearoa/New 
I Zealand and, indeed, the world. One hundred 
| people gathered at the Wellington District Court 
| during the first appearance of the four arrestees 
| on the afternoon of October 15. One thousand 
= people marched to the court appearance of Iti in 
| Rotorua, and 1,000 more marched to Auckland 
| Central Remand Prison, where many of those ar- 
rested were held. On December 1, 2,000 people 
gathered in Wellington for an all-day festival to 
demand the repeal of the TSA. 
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BY UNCONVENTIONAL ACTION 

The upcoming Democratic and Re- 
publican national conventions pres- 
ent tremendous opportunities for 
anarchists and other opponents of 
ecological destruction and oppression 
to demonstrate our resistance in the 
national lens. As the increasingly dra- 
matic effects of global warming bring 
ecological collapse ever closer, and as 
new nuclear and coal plants spring 
up across the country at alarming 
rates, it is becoming easier to argue 
that neither docile demonstrations 
nor electoral campaigns are capable 
of significantly changing the US's 
attitude toward energy consump- 
tion. With the coming election year 
and the inevitable attempt to divert 
grassroots energy into politics, radical 
environmentalists must also make it 
clear that the Democratic opposition 
is neither capable of nor interested in 
providing more than green consum- 
er choices and spurious legislation for 
polluting industry — let alone solving 
all of the additional problems capital- 
ism poses. 

Unconventional Action is an emerg- 
ing network looking to complement 
the work of organizers in Denver, 
Colorado, and Minneapolis-St. Paul, 
Minnesota, with regional organizing 
throughout the rest of the country. 
Our goal is to build a horizontal, in- 
clusive framework for protests that 
will disrupt the upcoming Democratic 
and Republican national conventions. 
We aim to organize militant direct 
action that manifests opposition to 
both the Democratic and Republi- 
can parties. As anti-authoritarians, 
we oppose representational politics 
itself. Yet even those who still believe 
in it must understand that we can 
only have leverage over our rulers by 
showing our own power — that we 
must back up our demands by dem- 
onstrating that we can interfere with 
their agendas as effectively as they 
interfere with our lives. If we success- 
fully disrupt the party conventions, 
this will inaugurate a new era of op- 
positional activity — and just in time, 
as federal repression intensifies and 
rumors of the next Middle East inva- 
sion and occupation swell. 

Why does protesting the con- 
ventions count as ecological de- 
fense? It is essential to bring a 
radical environmental critique to 
the wide range of interests that will 
inevitably be represented at these 
mobilizations. Working in coor- 
dination with other critics of the 
two-party system, environmental- 
ists have a chance to draw atten- 
tion to the impending collapse of 
life as we know it. Not unlike other 
organizing efforts, this will be an 
enormous undertaking, requiring 
the collaboration and efforts of 
both those wizened by experience 
and those wide-eyed with enthu- 
siasm. We are fortunate to have 
many months ahead of us to orga- 
nize for these protests, but we must 


get started. Right now, we have to 
buildup networks and infrastruc- 
ture. We must go into these pro- 
tests with a strategy that is widely 
known, instantly comprehensible, 
and integrates a diversity of tactics 
and approaches. 

One of the fundamental shortcom- 
ings of the demonstrations at the 
Republican National Convention 
(RNC) in New York City in 2004, was 
that there was no general strategy for 
anarchists, anti-authoritarians and 
anti-capitalists. As a result, though 
tens of thousands came to the city, 
many had a difficult time coordi- 
nating their efforts or even figuring 
out what to do besides join marches 
organized by hierarchical groups. A 
good strategy provides a simple goal 
that individual protesters can com- 
bine to achieve. 

The strategy of the Direct Action 
Network (DAN) at the 1999 WTO 
protests in Seattle, was a good ex- 
ample of this. By announcing early 
that its intention was to shut down 
the summit, DAN gave all the par- 
ticipants in the protests a common 
end to strive for. A strategy is not the 
same as a unified plan of action; it 
is simply a framework within which 
different plans and approaches can 
complement one another. Even 
explicitly autonomous actions are 
more effective in the context of 
broadly coordinated activity. A 
good strategy works whether or not 
the authorities are aware of it; it 
enables individual groups to retain 
their privacy in planning how to 
play their parts, and it takes into ac- 
count the responses that can be ex- 
pected from the police. Experience 
has shown that avoiding strategy, 
simply so the police will not catch 
wind of our plans, is not effective. 

Organizers in the Twin Cities 
already hosted a pReNC consulta 
exactly one year in advance of the 
RNC in St. Paul. At the pReNC, 
more than 100 anarchists got to- 
gether to discuss logistics, resources 
and strategy ideas. Participants at 
the consulta reached consensus on 
the following three-tiered strategy 
to disrupt the RNC: 

Tier One: Establish 15 to 20 block- 
ades, utilizing a diversity of tactics, 
creating an inner and outer ring 
around St. Paul's Excel Center, where 
the RNC is to take place. 

Tier Two: Immobilize the del- 
egates' transportation infrastruc- 
ture, including the buses that are 
to convey them. 

Tier Three: Block the five western 
bridges connecting the Twin Cities. 

These tiers are organized in order 
of priority according to the number 
of participants who show up. If only 
a small number of participants were 
to create plans of action, the first tier 
will be focused on. Broader partici- 
pation will result in the implementa- 
tion of tier two and, eventually, tier 
three. The RNC Welcoming Com- 
mittee has offered to help affinity 




groups plan specific blockades by 
providing geographical details, rang- 
ing from intersection measurements 
to photographs; please contact them 
at mc08@riseup.net with ques- 
tions. It is important for a strategy 
like this to be publicly endorsed by 
groups that hope to see it succeed. 
This gives the strategy visibility and 
shows how many people are invest- 
ed in it, which in turn enables others 
to invest themselves in its success. 
To endorse this strategy, email 
centralnc@unconventionalaction.org; 
all endorsements will be listed on 
our website. 

Organizers against the Demo- 
cratic National Convention (DNC) 
in Denver, have also hosted one to 
finalize a strategy consulta, with a 
follow-up consulta planned for Jan- 
uary 18-21. There have been some 
discussions about designating the 
first day of the DNC as a day of ac- 
tion for the environment. The next 
step is for on-the-ground organizers 
and activists across the country to 
communicate and hash out a plan. 
To participate in this discussion, 
visit unconventional-action.pbwiki. 
com or email Denver organizers at 
unconventionaldenver@riseup.net. 

We urge everyone to begin dis- 
cussing these strategy ideas and 
organizing direct action trainings 
locally and regionally so that affin- 
ity groups and individuals can be- 
gin to develop their plans for the 
conventions. At this time, when 
demonstrations are few and far 
between, it is crucial that activists 
with experience at mass mobiliza- 
tions connect with others to share 
the knowledge and skills acquired 
over the years. In early Spring, the 
Welcoming Committee and Un- 
conventional Action collectives will 
be touring the country, bringing 
strategy information and updates, 
as well as direct action trainings 
ranging from street tactics to legal 
and medic trainings. If you would 
like to host a stop or help fund the 
tours, please contact roadshow@ 
unconventionalaction.org. 

Finally, it is important that we 
do not approach these protests in 
a vacuum. We can expect to act ef- 
fectively at the conventions only 
if there are actions leading up to 
them at which we can gain experi- 
ence and momentum. Think about 
how actions and campaigns you are 
working on could contribute to this 
build-up. Likewise, we would do 
well to aim beyond the protests, us- 
ing them as an opportunity to de- 
velop national networks capable of 
powerful, horizontal, decentralized 
organizing for a long time to come. 

We invite others who share our 
goals to organize under the name 
Unconventional Action, as well. 

Unconventional Action enjoys long 
moonlit walks along the Mississippi 
River and likes hot chocolate with a hint 
of cayenne pepper. For more information, 
go to www.unconventionalaction.org. 




Hushmail Open to Feds 
with Court Order 

On November 8, US law en- 
forcement agencies investigating 
dmg trafficking obtained access 
to clear-text copies of encrypted 
emails sent through Hushmail. 
The access was granted after a 
court order was served to Hush 
Communications through a Ca- 
nadian court. 

Although Hushmail claims 
that not even its own staff can ac- 
cess encrypted emails, the com- 
pany does have access through 
a server-side encryption option. 
This means that a copy of a user's 
passphrase can be obtained. 

"Hushmail is useful for 
avoiding general Carnivore- 
type government surveillance 
and protecting your data from 
hackers, but definitely not suit- 
able for protecting your data if 
you are engaging in illegal ac- 
tivity that could result in a Ca- 
nadian court order," said Brian 
Smith, chief technology officer 
for Hushmail. 


UK Activist Hit With 
Email Decryption Order 

A British animal rights activ- 
ist was ordered to hand over 
her PGP encryption keys to 
authorities on November 14. 
The Regulation of Investiga- 
tory Powers Act (RIPA), which 
became law in October, allows 
police to demand encryption 
keys or a clear transcript of en- 
crypted text. Failure to comply 
can result in up to five years of 
imprisonment. 

Passed by Parliament as a tool 
to fight terrorism, this statute 
is first being used on an ani- 
mal rights activist whose com- 
puter was seized by the feds in 
May. The woman denies using 
encryption technology and 
said that even if she had, she 
wouldn't pass over the keys. 

"Would 1 really want them 
to see... private communica- 
tions... medical records, embar- 
rassing poetry, soppy love letters 
or, indeed, personal financial 
transactions?" she asked. 


Kansas Cans Coal 

On October 18, Sunflower 
Electric Power Corporation's 
application to build two new 
700-megawatt coal-fired gen- 
erators near Holcomb, Kansas, 
was rejected by the state's top 
regulator, whose decision cited 
the 11 million tons of carbon 
dioxide that the plants would 
produce annually. 

"I believe it would be irre- 
sponsible to ignore emerging 
information about the contri- 
bution of carbon dioxide and 
other greenhouse gases to cli- 
mate change and the potential 
harm to our environment and 
health,” said Rod Bremby, Kan- 
sas Secretary of Health and En- 
vironment. 
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by Winter 

The exploitation of public lands by the fossil 
fuel industry has become a serious issue since 
2001, when President Bush signed an execu- 
tive order to fast-track energy exploration in the 
Rocky Mountains. At the same time, funding 
was cut for federal land management agencies. 
Now, even our most sacred and supposedly "pro- 
tected" sites are not immune to the onslaught 
of corporate greed. This is the story of one small 
community's fight to protect its surroundings. 

The Place 

The San Luis Valley lies between the San Juan 
and Sangre de Cristo mountain ranges at the Col- 
orado-New Mexico border. The agricultural San 
Luis is the largest subalpine desert valley in the 
world. Some of the most pristine waters in the US 
flow out of its mountains. The valley contains two 
aquifers that feed a vast complex of wetlands and 
a diverse array of rare plants and animals — as well 
as crops and residences. The headwaters Of the Rio 
Grande River are there. Water is the valley's most 
precious asset. (Sunlight could be its second. With 
one of the highest concentrations of solar energy 
in North America, alternative energy companies 
are setting up parabolic reflectors in the San Luis 
Valley to tap the sun.) 

The valley is also the location of the US's new- 
est national park, Great Sand Dunes. Created in 
2004, the park brought more than 175,000 acres 
under federal protection. Along with the park, 
the 92,000-acre Baca National Wildlife Refuge 
was established. The transformation from na- 
tional monument to national park was brokered 
by the Nature Conservancy, which managed to 
purchase ranch land from would-be water baron 
Gary Boyce. Environmentalists and farmers had 
fought for more than a decade to keep the aqui- 
fer out of the hands of those who would sell it 
off, so the creation of the park and refuge was a 
relief. However, the park was created quickly — in 
a mere 18 months — and in the negotiations, the 
purchase of subsurface mineral rights was over- 
looked. After all, exploratory drilling in the past 
had suggested little fossil fuel in the Mesozoic 
sediments of the San Luis Basin. The time and 
money needed to procure the mineral rights 
would have delayed the desperate battle to pro- 
tect the water and the dunes. 

The Problem 

So, although the US government paid $33 mil- 
lion to hold the Baca National Wildlife Refuge 
in perpetuity for the public, the mineral rights 
remained in the possession of a Canadian com- 
pany, Lexam Explorations, Inc., which had pur- 
chased them in 1987, while the land was still 
owned by Boyce. Today, these subsurface rights 
include the entire Baca National Wildlife Ref- 
uge, the adjacent Baca Grande subdivision, and 
parts of Great Sand Dunes National Park and 
Rio Grande National Forest Mountain Tract. In 
addition, multinational petrochemical com- 
pany Conoco Phillips holds a 25-percent inter- 
est. Should Lexam find significant oil and gas 
reserves in the area, the potential impact on 
the environment and on human communities 
would be widespread. 

In August 2006, Lexam announced its plans 
to test-drill. Public concerns are many. The small 


community infrastructure — including roads, 
emergency services, and communication and 
septic systems— will be burdened. Contamina- 
tion in this area, which includes sensitive riparian 
corridors and wetlands, could mean the loss of 
high-quality surface waters for generations. Toxic 
chemicals used in the hydraulic fracturing process 
could leak into wells, and the emission of ground- 
level ozone can find its way into human and ani- 
mal lungs. The test wells would extend almost 
three miles down through both aquifers in loca- 
tions very near the Sangre de Cristo fault. These 
would be the deepest wells ever drilled along the 
fault line. Cluster earthquakes have been induced 
by stress changes and water injection at depths far 
less than this. 

Community Values 

Recently included in US News and World Reports 
special issue on the world's most sacred sites, the 
Crestone area is unusual. At the southern end of 
the Sangres stands the guardian massif Mount 
Blanca, known as Sisnaajini to the Dine. This 
massif is one of the Dine's four sacred peaks and 
the site of human emergence for the Tewa and 
Hopi. Since prehistoric times, the valley has been 
one of the great spiritual centers of the continent. 
Indigenous nations have long gathered here for 
ceremonial purposes. There are numerous un- 
studied anthropological sites. The Crestone/Baca 
community is home to many international spiri- 
tual and retreat centers founded as a refuge "for 
the wisdom traditions in the end times." These 
spiritual centers are the backbone of the economy 
in an out-of-the-way place. Visitors.and pilgrims 
are drawn to the extraordinary natural beauty, 
solitude and silence below Crestone peak. In 
fact, the quiet is so important to meditators and 
spiritual practitioners that the community suc- 
cessfully stopped low-altitude fly-overs by the Air 
Force. Known as the "straw-bale-bifilding capital 
of the nation," the Crestone/Baca area is a model 
for green building and sustainability. Fossil fuel 
development and the considerable noise, air and 
water pollution associated with it are in direct op- 
position to the values of the community. 

Last year, tobacco prayer ties and Buddhist 
prayer flags started showing up on the barbed- 
wire fences that circle the wildlife refuge. Co- 
operating with requests from the Baca Land 
Trust and the refuge manager, Lexam rolled its 
seismic trucks onto the land when it is least 
vulnerable — in the dead of Winter. In response, 
prayer vigils were held. The desire for a more 
traditional protest to greet the trucks was bub- 
bling through the community, but Lexam kept 
its schedule secret. The "stampers" found their 
way to the center of the refuge in the middle 
of the January night. Nearly a year has passed, 
and residents are gearing up now for the actual 
assault of the drilling. 

Resistance! 

Residents began their resistance to Lexam by 
educating themselves, visiting the gas fields in 
the Roan Plateau and Rifle area. The experience 
was terrifying. Most of the party were ill for days 
from ozone exposure and brought back hor- 
ror stories from activists and residents of those 
communities. One of Rifle's activists brought to 
Crestone a DVD of the film Land Out of Time, 
a documentary about the fossil fuel industry's 


attack on public lands. The film has begun to 
circulate around the valley; two educational fo- 
rums have been held, and valley-wide outreach 
has begun. Petitions have been circulated and 
handed in person to Governor Ritter and other 
politicians. In addition, alliances and coalitions 
are being formed. Rising Tide North America ac- 
tivists visited, offered advice and took with them 
a copy of Land Out of Time to share on their 
Rocky Mountain tour. 

This New Age community is devoted to peace 
and prayer, so direct action — and the images of 
violence it conjures — comes as a last resort. As 
Summer 2007 came to the high valley, indige- 
nous spiritual leaders planned two large Medi- 
cine Wheel ceremonies as a form of protest — a 
direct action appropriate for the values of the 
community. Respecting the law, a location bor- 
-dering the drill sites was offered by the Manitou 
Foundation for construction of the wheel. Spiri- 
tual leaders of many traditions attended. The 
media was invited, and a dramatic photo found 
its way into Denver's Rocky Mountain News. 

Water is required for the drilling process — 
about 30 acre-feet per well. Lexam approached 
the Baca Water and Sanitation board with an of- 
fer to buy the water needed. Despite threats of 
water trucks rumbling over the roads to the ref- 
uge if it didn't give in to the "offer," the board 
refused to sell. It was another small victory for 
community values. 

A "scoping" meeting hosted by the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and some actual 
Lexam execs was a community high point. The 
Canadians were told face to face that they are 
unwelcome and need to get their moral priori- 
ties straight when it comes to developing energy 
for the future! With the help of the San Luis Val- 
ley Ecosystem Council, money was raised to hire 
lawyers to file a suit against USFWS. The suit asks 
for public input through the National Environ- 
mental Protection Act process — during which 
concerns, such as the lack of an Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), a biological inventory 
management plan for the wildlife refuge and an 
independent observer to monitor the drilling, 
could be addressed. The people won this first suit 
and no roads to well sites will be built ofi the 
refuge before an assessment is done. Now on to 
demand an EIS! 

In a town of spiritual transients, communi- 
cation and commitment is a struggle in itself. 
Hopefully the fears, fights and small victories 
will prove unnecessary because, in the end, the 
wildcat wells may yield nothing for the high- 
risk investors lured by Lexam's "politically safe" 
assurances. Still, that the threats of the gas in- 
dustry have reached this tiny outpost — known 
as the "Shangri-La of the Rockies" or the "Crown 
Chakra of the Earth" — is an eye-opener to resi- 
dents who fled "the real world" to seek inner 
enlightenment. The good of all of this is that 
we are now reaching out to each other, the val- 
ley, the country and the rest of the globe in the 
fight against big oil and global warming. 

Winter is an artist and action medic. She has been 
an anti-coal activist with Mountain Justice Summer 
in Appalachia (she was one of the Marsh Fork 13) 
and with Dooda Desert Rock in New Mexico. As far 
as she knows, she is the only member of Rising Tide. 
North America in southern Colorado — and certainly 
the only one who sits zazen. 
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Evolving EFI II 

WHAT'S -NEXT FOR THE 'RADICAL “ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT? 


BY ALLAPATTAH 

A little more than a year ago, 
an article was published in the EF! 
Journal, entitled "Evolving Earth 
First!" and based on a discussion 
that occurred at the 2006 Round 
River Rendezvous in Katuah (see 
EF!J September-October 2006). Its 
intent was to "evolve" the move- 
ment by clearly and simply articu- 
lating some of the perspectives that 
have become increasingly prevalent 
in EF! circles over the past decade 
and by offering them up for debate 
and dialogue. The article asked for 
response but received none. While 
those thoughts are certainly still 
open to feedback and debate, it is 
also important to simultaneously 
continue the evolution process. Be- 
low is a follow-up to that article, in- 
tended to initiate dialogue around 
strategic priorities in the radical en- 
vironmental movement. 

Defending and Restoring 
Wilderness Corridors 

Throughout the 1980s and into 
the '90s, EF! made radically vi- 
sionary strides by promoting the 
ideal of a rewilded continent. The 
movement researched, published 
and spoke publicly on the sub- 
ject, and it organized actions that 
helped push that vision and strat- 
egy towards a wider acceptance. 
Restoring wilderness corridors has 
become a recognized, legitimate 
goal in the global effort to avert 
species extinction. 

In 2003, realizing that the ante 
had been upped by corporate glo- 
balization, EF! activists in the UK 
utilized a body of research on 
global biodiversity and laid out a 
similar strategic vision of how to 
defend specific biological "hot- 
spots" around the world, in order 
to preserve the banks of biodiver- 
sity and to ensure the sur- 
vival and proliferation of 
wild cultures after the in- 
evitable collapse of indus- 
trial civilizat'ion.- 

In the past five years, 
those ambitious goals and 
brilliant strategies have be- 
come deflated by the reality 
of climate change and the 
trajectory of globalization. 

A hard truth is barreling 
toward us like a high-speed 
train: Our efforts to defend 
and restore the wild will be 
in vain if we can't derail 
this entire system, fast. 

Obstructing and Destroying 
Industrial Corridors 

While many biologists, ecologists, 
rural people, indigenous communi- 
ties and environmental activists 
have been trying to understand the 
damage we've done and to learn 
how to restore ecosystems, industry 
has plowed ahead at an exponential 
rate. Where standards have been 
set, corporations have relocated to 
evade them; where resistance has 
been met, big business has spon- 
sored repression. Defending land 
but not destroying industry is a 
dead end. The industrial system we 
live under must expand to contin- 
ue; it is incompatible with the con- 
cept of sustainability. However, if 
we stop this expansion, the system 
immediately begins to crumble. 


This simple assessment of our 
situation is no surprise to any 
EF!er reading this Journal ; most of 
us know countless, detailed stories 
brutally illustrating the situation. 
Certainly, many of us would say 
that we understand with a painful 
clarity what is happening to the 
planet around us, but our actions 
and campaigns often don't reflect 
that understanding. 

It's time to reassess our priori- 
ties and strategies. Our visions and 
goals have generally remained in- 
tact and relevant, but the playing 
field has been shifting around us. 
Rather than acting piecemeal in 
defense of the last remaining wild 
places or spending time and energy 
on random symbolic actions, we 
should identify and assess strate- 
gic campaigns that are capable of 
blocking the expansion of global- 
ized infrastructure. 

The concrete and steel of corporate 
globalization — ports, power plants, 
highways, etc.— point to where we 
can often combine our efforts with 
local communities of resistance and 
maximize impact at a systemic level. 
This may not always be as romantic 
and immediately gratifying as life 
150 feet up an old-growth tree, and 
it might involve some less thrilling 
"paper-wrenching." (Sometimes, 
well-placed letters and permit peti- 
tions can cost companies a lot more 
than all of the roadblocks we can 
muster and all of the sugar we can 
fit in the gas tanks, combined.) But 
the joy of a full-spectrum strategic 
resistance can often offer inspira- 
tion and create opportunities for 
actions that expose beauty in un- 
expected places. For example, who 
would have thought that the small 
pockets of forests tucked between 
miles of monocultured, genetically 
modified corn farms in southern In- 
diana would be so enchanting? 


Navigating Some Pitfalls 

The momentum of concern around 
climate change has opened up some 
strong opportunities for an anti-in- 
frastructure analysis, especially when 
challenging roads and energy proj- 
ects. But it also comes with the risk 
of reducing the critique of industry's 
empire to a critique of carbon. Obvi- 
ously, we are not against carbon itself; 
but we also need to clarify that we are 
not against climate change, either. We 
are against the system that created 
anthropogenic climate change, and 
we certainly can't trust the corpora- 
tions who run that system with any 
other energy supply (not hydrogen, 
nuclear, biofuels, tidal, geothermal, 
wind or solar). These psychopaths 
can't be trusted. Period. 

Another obstacle to an anti-infra- 
structure strategy is the negativity 


that comes with defining and iden- 
tifying ourselves by what we oppose. 
Localized efforts can often navigate 
around this by presenting alterna- 
tives and offering positive messaging. 
But, at its core, this is about facing 
the fact that destruction is outpac- 
ing restoration. This is about reject- 
ing the delusion that so many people 
operate under every day. For now, the 
clarity of opposing industrial expan- 
sion may be more important than 
giving the strategy a positive, feel- 
good spin. 

At first glance and as a larger 
movement strategy, fighting infra- 
structure may feel limiting for some 
people and places. But there is more 
to the strategy than fighting roads 
and power plants. Take, for exam- 
ple, the new border wall construc- 
tion on the US-Mexico border. This 
is not necessarily a real demand of 
the industrial empire; it is a sym- 
bolic manifestation of it. It has very 
real impacts on the ecosystems and 
communities it is slicing. In this 
way, it offers amazing opportuni- 
ties to connect with other diverse 
groups fighting border policy, glo- 
balization and the forced migration 
of land-based campesino communi- 
ties — many of whom are facing (or 
fleeing) the most severe aspects of 
industrial expansion. Over the long 
haul, building these relationships 
is a strong step in obstructing the 
system's trajectory. 

Perhaps the most treacherous 
pitfall to avoid is the tendency 
toward vanguardist, elitist or pu- 
ritanical attitudes. This has been 
pointed out in recent instances, 
where activist rhetoric claims to 
have the only path to total libera- 
tion. Thinking strategically can be 
confusing and overwhelming, and 
is inclined to elicit some legitimate 
critiques. Our best choice is to work 
through any critiques by listening 
to and supporting each 
other, and by looking to 
the Earth for guidance. 

Moving Toward 
Action 

We are already begin- 
ning to see examples of 
■§. anti-infrastructure projects 
I popping up in EF! circles. 
| Rising Tide, Root Force, 
| Roadblock EF!, EFiers in 
| Vermont fighting that truck 
stop and EF!ers in Florida 
fighting power plants have 
all included anti-infra- 
structure analysis in their efforts. By 
pushing the message of stopping in- 
dustrial expansion through bold and 
inspiring actions, we can move en- 
vironmentalists, farmers and neigh- 
borhood groups to begin opposing 
roads, dams and power plants. 

We are onto something, but we 
have to continue to articulate and 
evolve our visions and aspirations. 
Most importantly, we have to com- 
municate them through action. 
We're not just looking to defend, 
restore and rewild natural areas; we 
are aiming to undermine industrial- 
ism entirely, while we heal and re- 
connect ourselves in the process. 

Allapattah, according to Florida 
cracker fiction writer Patrick Smith, 
is a Seminole word meaning "the end 
of all things." It is also the Seminole 
word for the alligators of the south- 
ern Everglades. 




SHAC UK Returns to HLS 


On the morning of Novem- 
ber 10, 700 people gathered in 
Huntingdon, England, to pro- 
test the ongoing animal abuse 
and murder committed daily 
by vivisection laboratory Hunt- 
ingdon Life Sciences (HLS). The 
gathering marked the recent 
defeat of an injunction that, for 
four years, had prevented Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
UK from holding a large protest 
at the lab. 

The demonstrators, celebrat- 
ing their dedication to shut- 
ting down HLS, were greeted 
by local folks who cheered, 
clapped and raised their fists 
in support, as the march wove 
through town and proceeded to 
the gates of the HLS laboratory. 
The rally began with a series 
of speeches urging people to 
keep up the fight. By dusk, the 
air was filled with the sounds 
of megaphones, sirens, voices, 
whistles and drums as people 
vented their grief and anger at 
the atrocities committed within 
the walls before them. 

Wachovia Bank and 
Friends Drop HLS 

Recent months have seen 
an increase in direct action 
against Wachovia Bank and 
other shareholders of HLS. In 
Brea, California, on November 
13, a message reading "Cut 
your ties with HLS" was paint- 
ed in red on the front of a Wa- 
chovia branch. 

In Los Angeles, on November 
19, the Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) jammed superglue into 
the card access slot at the entry 
gate of a Wachovia satellite of- 
fice and attached a small sign 
that read, "Wachovia tortures 
animals. Drop HLS, assholes." 

On November 20, Wachovia 
Bank, the insurance company 
AXA and the investment firm 
Rathbone Brothers announced 
that they had sold all of their 
shares of HLS. Wachovia and 
AXA were HLS's second- and 
third-largest shareholders re- 
spectively. 

Since May, Wachovia, AXA, 
Rathbone Brothers, Dresd- 
ner Bank, Deutsche Bank, La 
Grange Capital, Robeco Invest- 
ment Management and Fairfield 
Greenwich Associates have all 
joined the growing list of those 
who have chopped HLS! 

Largest Environmental 
Settlement Ever in US 

Ohio-based American Elec- 
tric Power (AEP) agreed on 
October 9, to pay $4.6 billion 
to cut chemical emissions 
from its power plants and to 
pay a $15-million civil fine. 

In 1999, the Justice Depart- 
ment sued AEP and six other 
companies for violating the 
Clean Air Act. AEP was ac- 
cused of spreading smog and 
acid rain across the Northeast 
and Mid-Atlantic. This is the 
largest environmental settle- 
ment in US federal history. 
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BY NON SERVIUM 

On November 7-11, more than 
500 people gathered at the US- 
Mexico border between Calexico, 
California and Mexicali, Baja Cali- 
fornia, for the first ever No Borders 
Camp on Turtle Island. The camp 
was meant to be a temporary auton- 
omous zone, networking forum and 
manifestation of resistance against 
the border regime and its concur- 
rent violence against people and 
the planet. 

The idea for the camp came from 
efforts to develop a No Borders net- 
work in North America. Workshops, 
meetings and encuentros (consultas) 
took place throughout 2006 and 
2007, in various locations (includ- 
ing San Diego, Tucson, Mazatlan, 
the Zapatista Intergalaktica in Chi- 
apas, the US Social Forum in Atlanta 
and the Earth First! Rendezvous in 
Indiana) in order to plan the camp 
and catalyze this network. Similar 
No Borders camps have been tak- 
ing place across Europe, Africa and 
Oceania since the late 1990s. 

Building and defending the 
camp began on November 7, with 
a march on both sides of the bor- 
der to the campsite about three 
miles east of downtown Calexico/ 
Mexicali. Along the way, roads 
were blocked on the Calexico side 
by the US Border Patrol (la migra). 
There were also unmarked ve- 
hicles tailing us and surveillance 
cameras on top of nearby build- 
ings. Despite this intimidation, 
energy was high as we shouted 
chants from one side of the wall 
to the other. Periodically, a black 
flag would surface over the border 
wall in Mexicali, to rousing cheers 
from the Calexico march. 

We were welcomed at the camp- 
site by dozens of migra, including 
numerous agents clad in riot gear, 
holding pepper-ball guns and what 
appeared to be sonic weapons. After 
about a half-hour, it became clear 
that they were most concerned with 
keeping our compai\er@s from Mexi- 
cali from joining us. A perimeter 
was built using fallen branches and 
debris, and we proceeded to set up 
camp. Within hours, the Calexico 
side had a community kitchen, wa- 
ter, latrines, communal shade struc- 
tures, an independent media center 
with wireless Internet and a pirate 
radio station. 

The campsite that we'd chosen was 
right at the space where the wall ends 
and the All-American Canal begins, 
with a short vehicle barrier between 
the two. The area south of the canal, 
on the east side of the boundary wall, 
was technically US territory, thus cre- 
ating a constant threat that either side 
could be attacked by la migra at any 
time. At first, la migra concentrated 


at the vehicle barrier, preventing ac- 
cess between the east (Mexicali) and 
west (Calexico) sides of the camp. La 
migra would allow people to go from 
the west to the east side, but would 
not allow people to come back. 

On the morning of November 9, 
we decided to occupy the vehicle 
barrier by moving en masse around 
it and serving breakfast across the 
border. A group of kids with a break- 
fast table locked down to block la 
migra's vehicle access, while dozens 
of people moved to fill in the space 
between. La migra responded by 
deploying dozens of agents in riot 
gear— about 15 of whom crossed 
in formation into the east side of 
the camp, where folks kept their 
distance and remained tranquil. 
Finally, after a tense standoff and 
negotiation with la migra, we were 
able to unify the two sides of the 
camp, as well as limit la migra's ac- 
cess to our companer@s. 

Later that day, about 200 people 
marched to the Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE) Deten- 
tion Center in El Centro, California. 
This is one of the largest detention 
centers in the country. Hundreds of 


children, women and men are in- 
terned there awaiting immigration 
hearings and deportation. Although 
there were scores of law enforcement 
amassed in the area, they kept their 
distance as protesters redecorated 
the signs in front, took over all six 
lanes of traffic nearby, removed the 
visual barriers from the surround- 
ing chain-link fence and made a 
humongous ruckus to let the folks 
on lockdown inside know we were 
out there to support them. 

On November 10, a march and 
memorial traveled to the Holtville 
Cemetery, where more than 600 
migrants who've died in the nearby 
desert are buried. The groundskee- 
pers have instructions to remove 
anything memorializing those bur- 
ied within (flowers, crosses, etc.) 
and to pile these in an adjacent 
ditch. It was here that we saw the 
human toll of border militarization 


in its stark reality, with rows upon 
rows of gravesites with nothing to 
mark those within except a small 
brick with the word " desconocido" 
("unknown"). 

There were lots of other events 
all week long on both sides of 
the camp. The border wall was 
thoroughly redecorated, with 
gorgeous murals and profane 
statements against the organized 
violence that the wall represents. 
Among the workshops were a 
presentation by the Beehive Col- 
lective, a forum about 1-69, a 
hands-on audio/radio training, 
a street medic training, a discus- 
sion about consent and dealing 
with sexual violence in radical 
communities, resistance in Oax- 
aca, and at least three different 
workshops and discussions about 
the environmental impacts of 
militarization and neoliberal de- 
velopment in the borderlands. 
There were also a number of cul- 
tural events, including videos 
and slideshows projected against 
the wall and from one side to the 
other, a transnational "freedom 
of movement" dance party, a 


florescent exercise bloc, musical 
performances, puppets, samba 
and more. 

All of the logistics of the camp were 
self-organized in teams (comisiones), 
including translation, security, sani- 
tation, health and wellness, indepen- 
dent media and legal support. One 
criticism of the camp was about the 
impact of so many people gathering 
in the middle of a fragile desert land- 
scape. Not to shame the US side of 
the camp, but the environmental im- 
pact of the camp on the Mexican side 
was far lower, owing to a more thor- 
ough clean-up and a large, combined 
humanure/food-waste compost. Still, 
any impact from the camp was miti- 
gated by the fact that the land we 
were on is run with drag lines (for 
tracking) every day by la migra, not 
to mention all of the other environ- 
mental impacts of ongoing border 
militarization. 


The Mexicali side of the camp had 
a slightly more mellow tone than the 
Calexico side, due partially to small- 
er numbers. A lot of human energy 
went into sustaining and maintain- 
ing the camp. There were folks from 
a handful of different countries and 
indigenous communities, as well as 
one person who rode a bike 1,500 
ihiles to be there. At times, the pro- 
cess was challenging, as people ad- 
justed to changes in circumstances 
(dust storms or la migra posturing) or 
changes in numbers as campers from 
the Calexico side came over. There 
were a number of bilingual trainings 
and workshops, but fewer large, orga- 
nized actions occurred specifically on 
the Mexicali side of the camp. 

Still, some of the most inspiring 
moments occurred when actions 
were happening simultaneously on 
both sides of the wall. It would be 
difficult not to be moved by cross- 
border call-and-response chants like, 
“Queremos Un Mundo" ("We Want 
One World") on one side, followed 
by, “Sin Fronteras!" ("Without Bor- 
ders!") on the other. Communica- 
tion was maintained in spite of the 
wall — either over it by people atop 
ladders or face to face at the vehi- 
cle gate. The resources shared and 
friendships forged were testaments 
to the camp's overall success. This is 
not to say that we thoroughly and 
finally dismantled the internal, ab- 
stract borders that separate us, but 
that the spirit of camaraderie and 
solidarity was undeniable from the 
Mexicali side. 

The construction of the border 
wall has had a tremendous impact 
on ecosystems and ecological cor- 
ridors in Arizona, California, New 
Mexico and Texas. Numerous spe- 
cies that have historically migrated 
across what is today the interna- 
tional boundary have been cut off 
from their habitat, separating pop- 
ulations from one another and de- 
pleting genetic diversity. Lands that 
once were set aside for conserva- 
tion have become a war zone, with 
thousands of federal agents, motor- 
ized vehicles, heavy equipment and 
enforcement infrastructure tearing 
apart desert, mountain and riparian 
ecosystems. 

The wall has already been par- 
tially constructed through the San 
Pedro River Valley and the Bue- 
nos Aires National Wildlife Ref- 
uge. The Secure Fence Act of 2006 
mandated that the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) build 
up to 700 miles of physical barri- 
ers along the international bound- 
ary. In November, DHS released an 
Environmental Impact Statement 
for the construction of 70 miles 
of border wall in south Texas, 
without having completed any 
engineering or biological surveys. 
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Only two public meetings have 
been planned before the project is 
railroaded forward. 

In 2007, more than 70 miles of 
border wall were constructed in 
California and Arizona. DHS has 
announced plans to complete more 
than 330 miles of wall by the end of 
2008, through areas including Organ 
Pipe Cactus National Monument, 
Cabeza Prieta National Monument, 
Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge, 
Bentsen-Rio Grande Valley State Park 
and World Birding Center, and Sabal 
Palm Audubon Sanctuary. Groups 
that are organizing against the wall 
include the Texas No Border Wall 
Coalition and Tohono O'odham 
Voices Against the Wall. 

The violence that is inflicted on 
the Earth by the border is a mirror 
of the violence inflicted on people. 
One of the focal points of resis- 
tance against the wall construction 
has been the Tohono O'odham Na- 
tion, whose traditional lands have 
been bisected by the international 
boundary and who endure constant 
harassment by Border Patrol agents 
occupying their land and communi- 
ties. O'odham organizers hosted the 
second Indigenous Border Summit 
of the Americas at the same time 
as the No Borders Camp, including 
representatives from 19 different in- 
digenous nations from across Turtle 
Island who are affected by borders 
and the militarization they bring. 

A major force driving migration 
from Mexico, Central America and 
elsewhere into the US and Canada 
has been the impact of neoliberal 
globalization on indigenous com- 
munities and subsistence farmers, 
who've had their livelihoods and 
communities destroyed and have 
gone north searching for work. This 
economic violence is concentrated 
in the borderlands, where maquila- 
doras assembling consumer goods 
bound for the US market employ 
workers for $6 a day, while dump- 
ing industrial chemicals in nearby 
waterways. The result is some of 
the highest rates of cancer, lupus 
and other diseases in the world. A 
member of the Cucupa Nation who 
attended the camp in Mexicali gave 
a talk about how they are no longer 


able to fish in their traditional wa- 
terways due to industrial pollution 
from Mexicali. 

Free trade and environmental 
contamination, piled onto prob- 
lems of organized crime, a lack of 
social infrastructure, and a culture 
of impunity related to public of- 
ficials and law enforcement create 
a chaotic environment along the 
border, rife with social and environ- 
mental injustice and the systematic 
violation of people's human and 
political rights. The femicides in 
Ciudad Juarez and the complicity 


of the US border agents in the drug 
trade are examples of this. 

Over the past 10 years, more than 
4,000 people have died while at- 
tempting to cross through the bor- 
derlands. In Fiscal Year 2006 alone, 
more than 195,000 people across 
the US were kidnapped by ICE, torn 
from their families and communi- 
ties, detained and deported. This 
modern-day ethnic cleansing is le- 
gitimized in the name of the Home- 
land Security state. It is part of the 
ongoing repression and militariza- 
tion of daily life, as reflected in the 
Green Scare and the criminalization 
of dissent. 

On the last day of the camp, 
this. violence was inflicted directly 
upon us. To end the camp, we or- 
ganized a binational march back 
from the campsite to downtown 
Calexico/Mexicali. By this time, 
many people had started head- 
ing home, leaving much lower 
numbers than days before. Think- 
ing that things would be mellow, 


a lot of people on the west side 
of the camp crossed over to the 
east side. The march retained a 
festive spirit; when we arrived at 
the downtown port of entry, folks 
began playing volleyball back 
and forth over the wall and con- 
tinued drumming and chanting. 
People in Mexicali began a "die- 
in," blocking traffic through the 
port for brief periods of time, as 
others walked around to talk to 
passersby about the demonstra- 
tion, the camp and the reasons 
why we were there. A few people 


tried to start a binational kissing 
booth through a hole in the bor- 
der wall. 

After about 30 minutes, la migra 
began to move into the area. 
Soon we were flanked on all sides. 
Without warning and without an 
order to disperse, about 100 migra 
attacked the crowd of about 40 
demonstrators, randomly injur- 
ing people with pepper-ball guns 
and batons, tackling, isolating 
and beating individuals. When 
small groups of demonstrators at- 
tempted to leave the area, they 
were followed, surrounded and 
assaulted again. In all, about 30 
people were detained and then 
allowed to leave, five at a time. 
Three people were arrested, one 
of whom, Juan Ruiz, is currently 
facing charges of assault on a fed- 
eral officer. 

All three people who were ar- 
rested were severely beaten 
and in need of medical atten- 
tion — including medication for 


pre-existing conditions. While 
in detention, they were denied 
medical treatment despite re- 
peated attempts to obtain it by 
doctors, attorneys and the de- 
tainees themselves. This experi- 
ence is shared on a daily basis 
by thousands of detainees in the 
borderlands who, after as long 
as six or seven days in the des- 
ert, are denied medical care de- 
spite suffering from severe heat 
exhaustion, dehydration, and 
other injuries and illnesses. Ruiz, 
a Colombian citizen who faces 
deportation if convicted of his 
charges, is a classic example: He 
has been charged with assault af- 
ter being brutalized at the hands 
of the Border Patrol. 

Despite the violent repression on 
the last day of the camp, as well 
as other mistakes made through- 
out the week, we succeeded in re- 
claiming and holding a space that 
has too long been one of violence 
and death. We built relationships 
and resistance across borders, tak- 
ing a leap forward in our struggle 
to tear down the walls that sur- 
round us. Together, we created an 
autonomous space— an experiment 
in what it would be like to live in 
a world without borders, capitalism 
and the arbitrary separations within 
and between us. 

Prior to the attack by la migra 
at the closing march, I walked 
around downtown Calexico, 
speaking with passersby about 
the demonstration and our rea- 
sons for being there. People talked 
about their families divided by the 
wall, working in the fields and fac- 
tories of the US, being arbitrarily 
stopped and searched by la migra. 
I responded, "This is why we are 
here: to speak out against these 
borders, these walls, to struggle on 
both sides together. Es decir que, 
algun dia, el muro va a caer. (It is to 
say that, one day, these walls will 
come down.)" Invariably, when- 
ever I said this, whomever I said 
it to would grin, and a glint would 
shine in their eyes. 

To find out more about the camp 
and ways to support Juan Ruiz, visit 
www.noborderscamp.org. 



A scene from the November 1 1 march against the border 



No Borders! Earth First! Throws Down! 


by NB1EF! 

In the early morning hours of November 1 1, No 
Borders! Earth First! sent a clear message to the 
El Centro, California, office of Granite Construc- 
tion Company: The continued construction of 
the US-Mexico border wall will not be tolerated. 
The activists hung one banner reading "Save the 
San Pedro!" on Granite Construction's entrance 
gate, and another banner that read "Stop Building 
a Wall of Death" was unfurled from the building's 
roof. Activists also wheat-pasted a message to 
the company on its front door, demanding that 
it halt construction on seven miles of the border 
wall, which will cut through the San Pedro Na- 
tional Conservation Area in the Southern Arizona 
desert. Locks on the front door and entrance gate 
were jammed with glue, and the gate was immo- 
bilized with epoxy. 

Activists also "replanted" discarded memori- 
als from Holtville Cemetery in front of Granite's 


office. Holtville Cemetery houses hundreds of 
unidentified migrant graves for those who have 
died trying to cross the US-Mexico border. Flow- 
ers, crosses, wreaths and other memorials are re- 
moved regularly by officials. Activists reclaimed 
a discarded headstone and attached it securely to 
the office's front step. 

The San Pedro is one of the most important 
riparian areas in the US. It is home to 84 species 
of mammals (including the federally endangered 
jaguar), 14 species of fish, 41 species of reptiles 
and amphibians, and 100 species of breeding 
birds. It also provides invaluable habitat for 
250 species of migrant and wintering birds, and 
contains archaeological sites representing the 
remains of human occupation from as early as 
11,200 years ago. 

In October, Homeland Security Chief Mi- 
chael Chertoff, using powers given to him by 
the 2005 Real ID Act, suspended 19 Arizona 
laws that protected the San Pedro region from 


border construction. The Sierra Club and De- 
fenders of Wildlife have filed lawsuits to stop 
the project, but Granite Construction, with its 
multimillion-dollar, publicly-funded contract, 
has not halted. 

The wall through San Pedfo would extend 
nearly 30 miles of existing border barriers near 
Douglas, Arizona, in what has become the na- 
tion's busiest corridor for undocumented bor- 
der crossings. As a result, tens of thousands of 
migrants would be pushed into longer, more 
dangerous desert crossings in an area where 
death is already a major risk. A recent study re- 
leased by the University of Arizona found that 
the post- 1994 policy of "prevention through 
deterrence," including building border walls, 
increased migrant deaths by 2,000 percent be- 
tween 1994 and 2005. No Borders! Earth First! 
has promised not to let Granite Construction 
Company forget or overlook the people and the 
ecosystem it is killing. 
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Grenade Attack on 
Mexican Consulate 

Early in the morning of October 29, an un- 
known bicyclist threw an improvised hand 
grenade at the Mexican consulate in New 
York City, shattering the building's windows 
and waking neighbors. No one was injured. 
New York police detectives reported that sur- 
veillance footage shows what appears to be 
a man in his early 20s biking away from the 
crime scene at around 3:30 a.m. The consul- 
ate was shut down for the week for a com- 
plete investigation. 

The "bombing" took place close to the one- 
year anniversary of the murder of Brad Will, 
an American journalist and longtime EF!er, 
who was reporting on the popular uprising 
in Oaxaca, Mexico (see EF!J January-February 
2007). Will's murderers have been identified 
as members of local security forces. Police re- 
fused to comment on whether they consid- 
ered the attack to be related. 


* • 



Mine Site Sabotaged in Virginia 

Workers at a mountaintop removal coal 
mine in Wise County, Virginia, were sur- 
prised when they arrived at work on Sep- 
tember 24, and found that a drilling rig 
would not start. Soon, the miners noticed 
that their "Terex" earth mover was also sig- 
nificantly damaged and called the sheriff's 
department. Investigators said that the sabo- 
teurs had focused on the engine, hydraulics 
and electrical system of the Terex, which 
sustained $100,000 in damage. 

The Committee to Defend the Land and 
People claimed the action in a communique: 

"In celebration of the Fall Equinox... we 
sabotaged one drill rig, two D11R Caterpillar 
bulldozers and a goliath Terex earth mover. 
We have watched the oldest mountains on 
Earth be destroyed by greedy coal companies. 
This is an assault on the people of Appalachia 
and the land we depend on for life. The coal 
companies have raped and pillaged the land 
and people of these mountains for more than 
100 years. To destroy these beautiful moun- 
tains for the sake of coal is a crime. This dev- 
astation must come to an end." 

Israeli Cell-Phone Tower Vandalized 

Riots broke out on October 30, in the Is- 
raeli Arab community of Pekiin, when police 
tried to arrest a person suspected of vandal- 
izing a local cell-phone tower. Residents 
were able to successfully drive the police out 
with rocks, but not before one villager was 
reportedly shot. 

Community leaders in Pekiin have said that 
there are more than 100 cases of cancer 
that they attribute to the tower, and the own- 
er had been repeatedly asked to take it down 
to no avail. The proliferation of cell-phone 


towers in Israel has many people concerned about 
the link between such towers and cancer. 

One Thousand SUVs Deflated 

This Fall has seen a rise in vandalism against 
SUVs in Sweden, with more than 1,000 of these 
gas-guzzlers already targeted. A. decentralized 
group has claimed that it has let out the air from 
the SUVs' tires in order to discourage motorists 
from driving vehicles that impact the environ- 
ment so heavily. Originally, the attacks were cen- 
tered in Stockholm, but the fun has caught on all 
over the country. 

In addition to deflating the tires, the assailants 
have also left notes on the SUVs, warning the 
drivers against continuing their wasteful ways. 

Up the Ducks! 

Nighttime gardeners visited the Warringah 
Golf Club in Sydney, Australia, on the night of 
November 22, digging holes and wreaking ex- 
tensive damage to seven putting greens. 

The vandalism was an act of revenge against 
the golf club, which had hired marksmen to 
shoot the native wood ducks who like to land on 
the course. The ducks make small holes in the 
turf to forage for food and are considered pests 
by the golfers. Many of the club's neighbors ex- 
pressed sympathy with the note left by the noc- 
turnal gardeners, which stated, "Warning! You 
bastards kill one bird, and we will destroy all 
your greens at our leisure. We will be watching 
and waiting." 

The Great Puerto Rican Kayak Escape 

Since July, Puerto Rican activists have been 
camped out at a beach in San Juan, in an attempt 
to stop a hotel development by Paseo Caribe. 
The development would block public access to 
the beach. 

One of the activists, known as Tito Kayak, 
scaled a construction crane on November 6, to 
halt work on the development. The action soon 
developed into a weeklong "crane-sit," with 
dozens of supporters coming out daily. Finally, 
police tried to apprehend Kayak on the night 
of November 13, but they were bitterly disap- 
pointed. While a large number of Puerto Rican 
Special Forces police watched from the land, 
sea and air, Tito Kayak repelled down from his 
perch. Fellow activists assisted him into a kayak, 
and he quickly paddled away. 

Police on jet skis and in two helicopters were 
in hot pursuit, but the activists outsmarted them. 
In a well-choreographed plan, Kayak switched 
places with a look-alike under a bridge and es- 
caped while police chased, detained and unhap- 
pily released the fake Tito Kayak. 

BP Executive Pied 

A biofuels conference, held in the UK and 
sponsored by energy company BP (formerly Brit- 
ish Petroleum), was disrupted by pie-wielding 
protesters on October 17. BP's biofuels director, 
Oliver Mace, was confronted by a crowd of activ- 
ists who swarmed the stage, with one tossing a 
cream pie at the director. At the same time as the 
pie attack, another demonstrator locked down 
to the podium and told the audience, "We need 
to reduce our consumption now; technological 
fixes are not the answer!” Someone then set off 
a fire alarm, causing the conference to come to 
total halt. 

Later, an activist group called Eastside Climate 
Action held a press conference, criticizing BP and 
other multinationals for corporate greenwashing 
of climate change: "Biofuels are not part of the 
solution; they are part of the problem.” 

ALF Targets UCLA Vivisector 

Edythe London, a primate researcher at the 
University of Califomia-Los Angeles, was paid a 
visit by unexpected guests on the night of Octo- 
ber 10. Animal Liberation Front (ALF) activists 


flooded the scientist's Beverley Hills home by 
breaking a few front windows and turning on a 
garden hose they had placed inside the house. 

The group issued a communique, which states 
that London had been targeted for her leader- 
ship in research that injects lambs with cocaine, 
and addicts primates to methamphetamines and 
nicotine. 

The communique also mentions that the ac- 
tivists had originally wanted to employ arson 
but were worried about unintentionally starting 
a wildfire — a very real concern in southern Cali- 
fornia this time of year. 

Anti-War Activists 
Blockade Olympia Port 

For two weeks in early November, hundreds of 
activists blockaded the port of Olympia, Washing- 
ton, to stop a shipment of military vehicles from 
being unloaded. The vehicles are intended for use 
in the Iraq War but are being refurbished at a mili- 
tary installation near Olympia. The Port Milita- 
rization Resistance (PMR), a network of activists 
dedicated to fighting the growing militarization' 
of Olympia's ports, helped organize the actions. 

The activities started on November 7, with 
more than 100 people blocking the streets 
nearest to the port to prevent the unloading of 
vehicles. Police cleared the streets with force, ar- 
resting and beating a number of people. 

The next big day of action was November 9, 
when different groups employed a diversity of 
tactics to block the port. At one exit, about 60 
people stopped a truck by lying in front of it. 
The other exit was sealed by a blockade. Activ- 
ists successfully stopped all military equipment 
from leaving or entering the port for more than 
1 7 hours, until police eventually pushed people 
off the lines. 

A similar system of soft and hard blockades 
was employed on November 13, shutting down 
the military transports for half of the day. A 
rally. of about 200 supporters came to show 
solidarity with those physically resisting the 
transports. In the middle of this rally, a soldier 
actually walked out of the port, saying he was 
against the war and refused to transport war 
equipment. 

After 10 days of resistance, it looks like the mil- 
itary will not use the port of Olympia again for 
military shipments — at least while the Iraq War 
is under way. 
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Gunnoe testifies about the impacts of coal at the United Nations in 2006. 


by Maria Gunnoe 

On September 19, Ohio Valley Environmental 
Coalition (OVEC) members had a meeting on the 
proposed valley fill that a local coal company wants 
to put in Dry Branch Hollow in Bim, West Virginia. 
This meeting was meant to engage local people in 
the legal battle to stop the fill. The meeting was held 
near my home, in a community building in Whar- 
ton, that I had rented for the evening in OVEC's 
name. The meeting was due to start at 6 p.m. About 
half an hour prior, disgruntled workers from the 
coal company started gathering in the parking lot. 
Within 15 minutes, the workers had filled the park- 
ing lot, blocking all parking areas so that commu- 
nity members coming to the meeting had no choice 
but to pass by. 

I went to the parking lot to ask these men 
to allow people to park, and things started 
getting ugly. The workers literally surrounded 
Jim Foster, an OVEC member and retired deep 
miner, and screamed at him, calling him stu- 
pid and instigating anger in a 79-year-old man 
with heart problems. 

The workers were very intimidating and made 
verbal threats against me and other OVEC mem- 
bers. Some of the workers were drunk, and all 
were out of control. At 6 p.m., when the meeting 
was due to start, the mass of workers came crash- 
ing into the building. My co-worker and 1 were 
literally pushed out of the doorway. 

My 13-year-old daughter also attended this 
meeting and became upset enough to start cry- 
ing. One of the workers had the audacity to wink 
at her. Eventually, the invading workers took ev- 
ery seat in the building and shut down the meet- 
ing. We decided to continue the meeting at the 
end of a nearby road. 1 


Since then, there have been 
many threats on the safety 
of my family in our home. 

There was a young coal com- 
pany employee who said to 
a friend, "It's odd sometimes 
how houses just catch on fire 
and people die in them." The 
workers have organized at a 
local convenience store to 
help garner support for their 
jobs. They have started peti- 
tions and posted a four-by- 
eight-foot letter on the front 
of the building that blames 
me for the loss of their jobs 
and refers to people who 
don't want this valley fill as idiots who think 
rocks and trees are more important than jobs. 
The problem is that this store is also my chil- 
dren's bus stop and where our post office is. So, 
it is not a place that I can avoid. 

There's a man who rides an ATV past my home 
in the wee hours of the morning. One time, he 
was followed after passing by the last time and 
drove straight to the mine office. Another time, 
in the middle of the night, there were about 15 
workers who walked on a railroad track that runs 
by my house. After the threats that they made, 
I was very unsure of what would develop from 
this organized walk by my home. 

In response to these threats, I have people 
helping to guard my property around the clock. 
They watch over my home while I am working 
and sleeping. 1 am also in the process of getting 
video cameras set up around my house. This has 
become a very real threat to my family. My son 
looked at me the other night and said, "Mom, I 


am afraid to go lie down. I am afraid they will 
burn us up in our home while we sleep." 

I am very concerned for our safety at this 
point. A judge recently ruled in our favor. Now, 
these men are likely to get laid off. This is where 
it will start getting really serious. The workers 
are brainwashed by the company to believe that 
their jobs are more important than our lives. I 
was asked, "Why don't you just leave?" This is 
what they want. They want me out of here for 
many reasons, but the main reason they want me 
out is because I am successful in organizing the 
community members here to fight their activi- 
ties. I live on the property my family has owned 
for ages. I refuse to give up the only memories I 
have of my family. The company wants me out 
at all costs. I refuse to go — dead or alive. 

Maria Gunnoe is currently raising money to pay 
for security at her house. For more information or 
to make a donation, contact POB 46, Bob White, 
WV 25028. 


Bulgarian Forest Defenders Threatened 



A forest in Bulgaria 


by Katherine Chandler 

On October 27, an awareness- 
raising action at Rila National Park 
that was conducted by Za Zemiata, 
an organization for the protection 
of the Bulgarian environment, was 
stopped by a group of thugs. Armed 
with guns and knives, the hoodlums 
arrived en masse at the Panichishte 
visitor information center, where Za 
Zemiata members and concerned 
citizens were giving information to 
passing cars about an illegal ski de- 
velopment occurring in and around 
park boundaries. Za Zemiata also 
tried to halt a shipment of construc- 
tion equipment to the area, but the 
small group of environmentalists 
wasn't able to stop the bulldozers 
and machinery. 

"We'll kill you," shouted one 
of the assailants, brandishing his 
weapon and threatening the group. 
Fortunately, the threat was hollow, 
and the action's participants were 
merely forced to a nearby parking 
lot. When police arrived on the 
scene, nothing was said to the at- 
tackers. Instead, environmentalists 
were warned that, "Next time, [the 
police] might show up too late." 
The threat was clear. The police 
helped the thugs force the activ- 
ists back into their vehicles, and in 
the process, one activist received a 
concussion. 

When I arrived in Bulgaria, just 
four days prior, local environmen- 
tal activists had warned me that 
the situation was critical. How- 
ever, I was not prepared for what 


happened at the Panichishte visi- 
tor center. 

The leafleting was organized to 
protest the Ministry of the Environ- 
ment's decision to exclude the Rila 
Buffer Zone from the international 
biodiversity network NATURA 2000. 
Despite ample scientific evidence for 
its inclusion, the area did not appear 
on the final list. Instead, members of 
the Environmental Ministry main- 
tained that developers' interests were 
of "national priority," apparently 
taking precedence over European 
laws to prevent biodiversity loss. 

This decision follows a long list 
of environmental oversights in the 
Rila Mountain area. In September, 
construction of a new ski area began 
without a permit. The park's chalets 
and lodges, allegedly acquired un- 
der coercion from a nearby tourist 
cooperative, are being transformed 
into hotels and condominiums. 
Paths that are marked as trails on 
the national park map are now 


roads. Trucks speed down from the 
mountaintops, hauling away timber 
cut to make way for ski slopes. 

The construction project is 
an initiative of Rila Sport, an af- 
filiate of the offshore firm Real 
Stone Trading Business Corpora- 
tion. Tihomir Trendafilov, head 
of the company, refuses to name 
the consortium of investors that 
he says will spend $150 million 
developing Rila. Local support for 
the project comes from Sasho Iva- 
nov, the mayor of the nearby mu- 
nicipality. His government sold 50 
acres of land to Rila Sport in 2006, 
for a supposed $2 million. In a 
shady move, the land was only of- 
fered to Rila Sport and not at pub- 
lic auction. Additionally, the areas 
bordering the National Park were 
never environmentally assessed, 
and the terms of the sale were 
never made public. 

Rila National Park is a certified 
Protected Area Network park. It 


achieved this internationally rec- 
ognized, independent standard in 
2005. The national park accom- 
plished this under the directorship 
of Vasil Petrov, who was fired from 
his post in early 2007. Many specu- 
late that his removal was caused by 
his opposition to the ski area de- 
velopment. 

Rila National Park personnel 
expressed uncertainty about fu- 
ture plans. "It's a big problem," 
said a local ranger. "Before, there 
was hiking. Now, Jeeps!" There are 
projects around the area that are 
planned in regions formerly pro- 
tected for biodiversity. Potential 
foreign buyers are largely unaware 
that these developments are in 
protected areas. 

This past Fall, the Bulgarian Min- 
istry of the Environment fined 
the local government more than 
$7,000 for illegal road construction. 
Katerina Rakovska, protected areas 
officer for the World Wildlife Fund 
in Bulgaria, called this the weakest 
possible sanction. "All of the proj- 
ects are going forward without nec- 
essary permission," she said. 

"All that we ask for is compliance 
with the Bulgarian environmental 
laws and inclusion of the Rila Buffer 
zone in the NATURA 2000 network 
of protected territories. Authori- 
ties have taken no action against 
the illegal logging or the ongoing 
construction of roads and chair lifts 
near Panichishte," explained Tsveta 
Hristova of Za Zemiata. 

For more information and to sign a 
petition, visit, www.forthenature.org. 
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EARTH FIRST! ORGANIZERS' CONFERENCE AND WINTER RENDEZVOUS 


FEBRUARY 14-18 * PALM BEACH COUNTY, FLORIDA 


by Everglades EF! 

It's been almost 500 years since Florida's coast 
was "discovered" by conquistadors and coloniz- 
ers. It took another 300 years before Empire was 
able to penetrate and subjugate most of the vast, 
wild swampland and the communities in resis- 
tance who sought refuge there. Today, the fight 
for land and freedom — and for the survival of 
the Earth itself — is in our hands. It's time for a 
new wave of rebellion in the Everglades. 

You're Invited! 

In 2006, the radical environmental movement 
met in Palm Beach County for the annual Earth 
First! Organizers' Conference (OC) and Winter 
Rendezvous. The gathering was not only a mem- 
orable moment in the history of the movement, 
but it also became part of an amazing story of 
victory over a sprawling corporate biotech night- 
mare — the 2000-acre Scripps Research Park — 
that was planned for the former orange grove 
next door to our campsite (see EF!f July-August 
2006). Now, another industrial monster is lurk- 
ing around the corner...: 

Since the 2006 OC, EF!'s presence has grown 
in the Everglades, taking on other development 
issues, restoration politics and energy infrastruc- 
ture projects. Our actions have centered around 
the local battle against Florida Power and Light's 
West County Energy Center, a 3,800-megawatt 
gas-fired power plant in the Everglades Agricultur- 
al Area. This would be the third-largest fossil fuel 
power plant in the US, pumping out more than 
12 million tons of greenhouse gases. It would 
sit in the middle of a giant, scandal-ridden rock 
mine, on the edge of an "Everglades restoration" 
reservoir, 1,000 feet from the Arthur R. Marshall 
Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge. If com- 
pleted, the plant would store 12.6 million gallons 
of diesel on site to be burned as "back-up" fuel. It 
would also require a deep-well injection system 
that would dump more then seven billion gallons 
of wastewater underground every year and a new 
high-pressure gas pipeline that would ran 34 miles 
through wildlife areas. Both of these components 
of the plant have yet to receive permits. Still, this 
plant is currently under construction — despite 
the growing public outrage, pending lawsuits and 
the lack of essential permits. 

Location/Directions 

For those who like the comfort of familiarity 
and were here in 2006, you'll be pleased to know 
that our gathering will be back at the JW Corbett 
Wildlife Management Area, Campsite P. Direc- 
tions are easy: Take 1-95 to northern Palm Beach 
County, exit at Northlake Boulevard and go west. 
Turn north on Seminole Pratt Whitney Road and 
go until you can't anymore (about a mile down 
a dirt road). The Corbett "south check" station 
will be on your left. Deposit $6 for a day pass, 
grab a map, and we'll see you at camp! 

For those who may want to see another part of 
the bioregion, there is a high likelihood that field 
trips can be arranged to other locations, such as 
the Loxahatchee River, the Everglades National 
Park, the Fakahatchee Strand, Big Cypress Pre- 
serve, and other natural areas in our swamps and 
coastal scrubland. 

About the OC/Rendezvous 

In previous years, the Winter Rendezvous has 
often been thought of as the "lesser" of the two 
annual get-togethers. There is typically a smaller 
crowd with a more focused agenda. While we 
don't intend to fully disrupt that tradition, we 
feel the shrinking pool of longtime EF! organizers 
showing up at gatherings necessitates a broader 
invitation to be put forth in the hopes of roping 
in more folks, both newbies and old-timers, into 
the loose network of radical organizers. 


Plus, while you all might be hibernating in 
your caves up north, we are in our active season 
here in subtropical South Florida. We'd love for 
all of you outta-towners to come see it for your- 
self. If you will need travel assistance to 'get a 
representative from your bioregion or campaign 
here, let us know. 

Also, we could use extra funds to offer travel 
assistance to those who need it. This is an im- 
portant part of bringing older EF!ers, interna- 
tional people and musicians down. Please help 
if you can! 

What to Bring 

Bring whatever you need for five days of camp- 
ing, hiking and swimming in mild weather; food 
and water to contribute to a community kitchen; 
literature and information from campaigns and 
projects in your bioregion; ideas for workshops 
and discussions; music, poems and rants; enthu- 
siasm and props for post-camp actions (and extra 
time, if you can spare it); and money (for a sug- 
gested $25-$50 donation) to contribute to camp 
planning for this year and next. 

We are planning to have medics, a mediation 
team and childcare available. If you intend to 
utilize these, are able to contribute to. them or 
have any other needs we should know about, 
please contact us. 

Some Guidelines 

Don't bring drugs, alcohol or weapons. The 
camping area prohibits these things, and we ex- 
pect plenty of surveillance. In addition, no abuse 
or assault will be tolerated. If you or someone 
you know has a history of violence or violation, 
or are in a current conflict that puts the gather- 
ing's safety at risk, please let the mediation team 
know ASAP. Also, please don't bring your dogs. 

The Night to Howl: 

Wednesday, February 13 

This will be a special gift for y'all who show 
up early! In the afternoon and evening, we will 
hold a local Night to Howl in town, near a beach, 
featuring some amazing musicians from around 
the country and beyond, such as: Sobreviven- 
cia (Guatemala), Blackbird Raum (Santa Cruz, 
California), Here's to the Longhaul (Appalachia), 
Lars Din (Gainesville, Florida), Son Del Centro 
(Los Angeles), South Florida United Queers and 
Trannies (SoFUQT) and others. 

The Organizers' Conference: 

Thursday and Friday, February 14-15 

The OC will begin early Thursday morning 
with a welcoming ceremony and introduction to 
the bioregion. This will be followed by a meet- 
ing to set times to discuss topics like the state of 
the movement, the EF! Journal, prisoner support, 
the Green Scare/government repression, internal 
anti-oppression work, and strategies, tools and 
tactics for EF! campaigns. 

There are two concrete, movement-oriented 
tasks to bring input on. The first is helping to 
shape a new EF! primer. The last one is out of 
print. With this new primer, what improve- 
ments, updates and general revised changes 
do we want to see? The EF! Direct Action Man- 
ual also needs to be reprinted. This publica- 
tion has been out of circulation for far too 
long and sorely needs to be available again. 
What updates or changes need to be made? 

Are there new tactics to add? (For example, 
could anyone please explain that crazy new 
use for super glue that the Brits have 

pioneered?) Another propos- 

al for the OC is to have a ^ 
focused discussion on /Nd / 

vision and strategy in — ' / 

regard to the larger w ' m 

movement, specifically « 


asking how we will renew and reinspire our di- 
rect action culture. 

The Winter Rendezvous: 

Saturday and Sunday, February 16-17 

Technically, these days are known as the Win- 
ter Rendezvous. The camp's numbers typically 
swell and include lots more local folks. There will 
also be a broader range of workshops, skillshares 
and discussion groups. On Saturday night, there 
will be an EF! rally with lots of music, poems 
and ranting. Sunday will have time dedicated to 
preparations for the week's actions. 

The list of possible workshops includes: Cli- 
mate Change and Rising Tide; Everglades (Radi- 
cal) Restoration; Fighting Plum Creek in Maine; 
Stopping the Border Wall between the US and 
Mexico; Mountaintop Removal; Taking Back the 
Land; Wild/Edible Plant Walks; Ecofeminism; 
Crafting With Wild Materials; Art and Conserva- 
tion; Making Consent Sexy; Coastal and Marine 
Ecology; Challenging Oppression; Middle Eastern 
Environmental Issues; Direct Action and Your Le- 
gal Rights; Homonormality and the Gay-stream; 
Return of the Nuclear Nightmare; Root Force and 
Anti-Infrastructure Analysis; and more! 

Action(s)!: Monday, February 18 

On February 18, there will be a call for a coor- 
dinated civil disobedience action, the locations 
and specifics of which will be announced later. 
(He he. Wouldn't you like to know?) While we do 
not seek a return to any "good ol' days" of mass 
actions, we recognize that pulling off openly 
planned group actions involving everyone at a 
gathering can be empowering and inspiring for 
people — integrating local folks with travelers and 
broadening our movement's direct action skill- 
base. There has been a clear lack of these types 
of actions at recent EF! gatherings. Perhaps, this 
will be a healthy way to respond to the fear and 
distrust that has been manufactured by the gov- 
ernment's ongoing Green Scare repression. Our 
thought is that a more participatory direct ac- 
tion could nurture a broader culture of resistance 
which has been sparse lately. There has also been 
a local call for an all womyn's action. 

In addition, we encourage autonomous affin- 
ity group actions for those who come organized 
and prepared to take the initiative. We can offer 
materials and information to groups that respect 
our basic guidelines and will reflect the message ' 
of our call to action. 

For more information, contact Everglades 
Earth First!, (561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst 
@gmail.com; www.earthfirst2008oc.info. 
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Shut Down Florida Power and Light 



a 


be a day of civil , " v>> 

disobedience for res- » 

toration and sustain- 
ability in the Everglades. 

No more fossil fuel or nuclear 
energy! No more rock mining in the 
Everglades, and no more sprawl and corruption! 

In the spirit of past movements for justice, ac- 
tivists from around the country will be in South 
Florida to put their bodies on the line to stop the 
illegal construction of a giant gas-burning power 
plant across from the Loxahatchee National Wild- 
life Refuge. Residents have petitioned, met with 
elected officials, protested and filed lawsuits. Still, 
the construction continues. Corporate pay-offs to 


M 


environmental 

groups have con ' 
cV tinually attempted to 
^ stifle all conventional, 
legal means of opposition. We 
are taking it to the next level! 

The climate crisis facing the planet demands that 
humanity stop all greenhouse gas emissions and 
begin restoring damaged ecosystems immediately. 
Here in Palm Beach County, local activists are join- 
ing a global movement to take drastic actions to 
avert the worst disasters of human-caused climate 
change and begin repairing what we have done to 
the Earth — for our own survival and for the future 
of life on this planet. We invite you to join us! 


Update on Scripps Biotech Research 
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Although a massive battle has been won, the 
fight against Scripps continues. The Biotech Insti- 
tute has settled in, with much smaller facilities, at 
Florida Atlantic University's (FAU) North Campus. 

But Scripps and Palm Beach County still have 
their eyes on the 600-acre Briger Tract across 
from the campus. It is one of the few remaining 
substantial pine-flatwood and wetland habitats 


east of Interstate 95 in South Florida. It hosts 
rare and threatened species, such as the gopher 
tortoise and the Florida pawpaw. 

The FAU laboratories are known to conduct 
animal testing, and their primary contracts are 
through pharmaceutical giants and the Depart- 
ment of Defense. Expanding these labs onto the 
Briger land must not go unchallenged! 


BvBB&l-APES 

BARTH FIRST.' 

Earth First! is not an organization. There is 
no membership, no payment of dues and no 
board of directors. It is an idea — simple and self- 
explanatory. We see EF! as a loose, amorphous 
global network — a movement of individuals and 
collectives taking action in the defense of plan- 
etary life-support systems and communities that 
depend on them. We feel that it is not about put- 
ting concern for the environment over care for 
people. It is about recognizing that the way we 
treat the Earth reflects the way we treat one an- 
other, that all life is connected and that defend- 
ing the Earth is a form of self-defense. 

The idea of puttirtg the Earth first has been 
planted in this subtropical corner of the US em- 
pire. The seeds sent up green shoots amid rubber 
bullets and riot cops during the Miami Free Trade 
Area of the Americas summit in 2003. It spreads 
its roots in the compost of urban community 
gardens. It nurtures its spirit in the sacred fire 
ceremonies of indigenous Mayan immigrants. It 
basks in the fury of our many hurricanes, cele- 
brating power outages and wandering unnoticed 
after curfew. It showed its first blossoms in the 
battle against coastal development, urban sprawl 
and corporate biotechnology. Now, it's begin- 
ning to bloom in the fight against the empire's 
energy infrastructure, which is encroaching into 
the Everglades bioregion. 

Everglades Earth First! is based in the place 
now known as southeast Florida. This area was 
inhabited by the Jobe, Ais, Jeaga, Tekesta and 
Calusa communities before colonization and 
conquest destroyed their coastal homes. Semi- 
noles and escaped slaves later inhabited the re- 
gion and fought for the land and their way of 
life. We find inspiration in the indigenous an- 
cestors of all lands and work in solidarity with 
native activists. 
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by Hope Freid 

The main focus of Everglades 
Earth First! (EEF!) has been stopping 
the construction of a natural gas 
plant that Florida Power and Light 
(FPL) has proposed building less 
than a quarter mile away from the 
Arthur R. Marshall Loxahatachee 
National Wildlife Refuge in our cor- 
ner of South Florida (see EF!f May- 
June 2007). 

At maximum capacity, the plant 
would emit 12 million tons of car- 


Charlie Crist aren't likely to ad- 
mit. By fighting greenhouse gases, 
politicians get to look like they care 
about the environment — at a time 
when such a thing is considered 
chic. By switching from one form 
of toxic energy to another, industry 
giants such as FPL still get to make 
their money. Nuclear power is start- 
ing to be seen as a cure-all — a way 
to have our massively consumptive 
cake and microwave it, too. But, 
there is a problem: Nuclear power 
plants cause cancer. 


linked to brain and central nervous 
system cancer in children. The study 
found that "in each state analyzed 
[one of which was Florida], the av- 
erage strontium-90 concentration is 
highest in counties situated closest 
to nuclear reactors." 

Between 1981 and 1996, health 
investigators found 28 cases of brain 
and central nervous system cancer 
in children in the St. Lucie area. The 
region was referred to as a "cancer 
cluster," and FPL faced litigation 
from two families who claimed that 


catastrophe — one that might not be 
as immediately evident. 

Our tactics in battling FPL have 
included a blockade of the driveway 
to FPL's Juno Beach offices, banner 
drops, flyering, postering, tabling, 
petitions and biweekly protests al- 
ternating between the Juno' Beach 
offices and various FPL plants. In 
addition, we have begun holding 
forums on the topic of toxic energy 
and renewable resources so we can 
more effectively reach out to the 
community — or at least find other 


bon dioxide and suck up 
8.5 billion gallons of wa- 
ter per year — dirty water 
that would not be cleaned 
and recycled back into the 
ecosystem, but deep-well- 
injected into the ground, 
below the aquifer, as waste- 
water. During the course 
of EEF!'s battle against the 
Loxahatchee plant, how- 
ever, FPL announced plans 
to expand its nuclear facili- 
ties in Miami-Dade and St. 
Lucie counties. 

We came to realize that 



people interested in the 
matter. With these forums, 
we hope to create a move- 
able model that we can 
bring to other communi- 
ties dealing with power 
plants, thereby helping 
foster a larger movement. 

We hope that all anti- 
fossil-fuel activists will give 
this topic the attention it 
deserves and join us in our 
efforts to broaden the battle. 
We're not asking anybody 
to give up the fight against 
fossil fuels — we're still erm 


by focusing solely on carbon dioxide 
and fossil fuels, we were leaving the 
door wide open for nuclear power 
to creep in as a viable alternative. 
This is a deadly mistake — one that 
A1 Gore, Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and Florida's very own Governor 


In 2003, the Radiation and Public 
Health Project released a study con- 
cerning the levels of strontium-90 
found in the baby teeth of children 
living near nuclear reactors. Stron- 
tium-90 is a cancerous byproduct of 
nuclear fallout that has been directly 


their children were affected by the 
emissions. To date, the issues have 
not been fully resolved. 

By allowing the industry to re- 
place oil, coal and natural gas with 
nuclear energy, we are paving the 
way for an entirely different sort of 


broiled against the West County En- 
ergy Center, after all — but by being 
as all-encompassing as possible, we 
stand a far better chance of moving 
forward in defense of Mother Earth. 

For more information, visit www, 
riverofgas.info. 
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Resistance to Barrick Bold Blows 


by Sakura Saunders 

On October 27, more than 1,000 people poured 
into the streets of Santiago, Chile, with costumes, 
music and dancing to protest the proposed Pas- 
cua Lama gold project — a multibillion-dollar 
mining operation that Barrick Gold has been pro- 
moting since the late '90s — which threatens the 
fertile Huasco Valley (see EF!J September-October 
2006). Meanwhile, on the other side of the world, 
almost the same number of strikers at Barrick's 
Bulyanhulu mine in Tanzania refused to work af- 
ter negotiations with management broke down 
over salaries, working conditions, medical care 
and other contentious issues. Within four days, 
Barrick fired every striking worker. 


While Barrick tries to project an image free 
from political controversy, these latest flares of 
organized resistance clearly represent an ongo- 
ing struggle of discontent and anger aimed at 
this mining giant. 

In Chile, opposing Pascua Lama was once po- 
litically mainstream. Last year, anti-gold-mining 
sentiments aimed at protecting the environment 
dominated the election platforms of both President 
Michelle Bachelet and her erstwhile opponent, Se- 
bastian Pinera. Both candidates assured their con- 
stituents that the glaciers, which currently cover 
the proposed site of the Pascua Lama mine and are 
situated right in the middle of a UNESCO biosphere 
reserve, would not be touched. 

Then, in a move that mine opponents be- 
lieve was planned from the 
start, Barrick abandoned 
its proposal to relocate the 
glaciers, and the project 
was approved. The mine's 
opponents, including the 
Diaguita Huascoaltinos in- 
digenous group and Alto 
del Carmen Councilperson 
Luis Faura Cortes, remain 
undeterred by what they 
see as paper assurances and 
politicking. What's more, 
Barrick's exploration activi- 
ties have since been pub- 
licly revealed to be linked to 
a 56-percent to 70-percent 


depletion in the glaciers near the mine site, 
contradicting assurances in its environmental 
assessment reports. 

The protest on October 27 was just the latest 
in a series of demonstrations against this mining 
project. It proves that the resistance is still alive 
and that Chileans are not deceived by Barrick's 
political maneuverings. 

In Tanzania, it has been almost 10 years since 
as many as 400,000 small-scale miners were 
forced off the company's Bulyanhulu site to 
make way for corporate mining. But the recent 
decision to fire 1,000 striking miners at the site 
will no doubt rekindle this historic resentment. 
The deal to take this mining concession away 
from those small-scale miners was brokered by 
Sutton Resources CEO James Sinclair, who was 
a friend of the then-president of Tanzania and 
several senior ministers. 

Accusations of high-level cronyism have since 
plagued the Bulyanhulu operation, with alle- 
gations of millions in tax evasion surfacing last 
year. Additionally, just this July, the Tanzanian 
government was criticized for signing a mining 
agreement with Barrick prematurely and selling 
its 15-percent stake in the Bulyanhulu mine for 
too little money. 

With the political veneer now stripped off, 
Barrick may be forced to respond to growing 
movements of discontent in Chile, Argentina, 
Tanzania, Australia and the US, or face the 
consequences. 

For more information, visit protestbarrick.net. 



Protesters march through Santiago, Chile, against the Pascua Lama mining project. 



continued from page 1 
The police seemed powerless in the 
face of the determined crowd and 
eventually left, much to the sur- 
prise of the people gatherd. 

And so began the organized on- 
campus resistance to UCSC's 15- 
year expansion plan. 

The LRDP maps out a rapid expan- 
sion of campus facilities over the next 
13 years to accommodate up to 4,500 
new full-time students. The plans 
include new buildings and roads on 
currently forested land in Santa Cruz, 
a community that is already com- 
pletely "built out" and experiencing 
traffic congestion, water shortages 
and unaffordable housing. 

UCSC is not your typical UC 
campus. Unlike UC Berkeley or 
UCLA, which are outgrowths of 
suburban sprawl surrounded by 
university-themed shopping cen- 
ters, UCSC occupies a space made 
of meadows, chaparral, and mixed- 
evergreen and redwood forests on 
a mountain above the city. Only 
about one third of the campus 
land is built upon. The north part 
of campus is undeveloped, with an 
impressive array of forest ecosys- 
tems crisscrossed by hiking trails 
and dirt roads. More than 500 dis- 
tinct plant species and an equal 
number of mushroom species have 
been identified within campus 
boundaries. Furthermore, UCSC 
is surrounded by protected state 
and city park lands. Upper cam- 
pus is an important wildlife corri- 
dor between the parks; it contains 
the headwaters of three important 
watersheds that pass through wild- 
life preserves before draining into 
Monterey Bay. 


All of these things are under 
threat from UCSC's ambitious ex- 
pansion plans. The academic con- 
sequences of the trajectory set 
by the LRDP will be far-reaching. 
UCSC is under pressure to give up 
its countercultural, liberal arts repu- 
tation and become an impersonal 
research institution with tall, glassy 
laboratories that can attract private 
funding and prestigious faculty. 
The university is becoming less of 
a place for intellectual growth and 
more of a place where one receives 
job training. The ecosystems that 
have always been so vital to both 
the campus and the surrounding 
community are now appreciated 
only for the "green aesthetic" that 
they lend to UCSC's public image. 

Opposition to the expansion has 
been fomenting from all quarters 
of Santa Cruz since the university 
began the planning process three 
years ago. The comment section 
of the LRDP's Environmental Im- 
pact. Report (EIR) is flooded with 
criticisms and concerns citing the 
inaccuracy of impact analysis and 
the inadequacy of proposed mitiga- 
tions. The city of Santa Cruz, as well 
as county and community organiza- 
tions, have filed dozens of lawsuits 
after having their concerns ignored 
by UCSC, which holds the author- 
ity of a state agency, but behaves 
as a private corporation. In August, 
a judge ruled that the university's 
EIR did not adequately account for 
housing, traffic and water impacts. 
This lawsuit is currently stalled in 
attempts at out-of-court negotia- 
tions. The final outcome of these 
court cases is anyone's guess, and 
UCSC is showing no intention of 


altering its plans. Before giving its 
final approval to the LRDP, in spite 
of the criticisms and exhortations 
of city officials and local residents, 
the only comment from the Board 
of Regents was to ask why the plans 
accommodate only 4,500 students 
and not more. 

Students have heard little about 
the LRDP and had only the illusion 
of input in the process. Concerned 
students were told to submit com- 
ments or attend public comment 
hearings. On campus, little had 
been said about the LRDP since its 
final approval in 2006. But since 
November 7, all of campus has been 
buzzing with talk of the LRDP. It is 
now an issue that can't be ignored. 
Forums and discussions are being 
held to further educate students and 
generate ideas that weren't touched 
upon during the original planning 
process. Professors discuss the issues 
in their classes, anti-LRDP graffiti 
abounds, and the administration 
has devoted considerable resources 
to trying to repair its image after the 
police violence on November 7. 

By the time the treesit had been 
up for three weeks, the parking 
lot below the trees had been fully 
transformed into an autonomous 
community space, with people 
camping out to hold it. The oc- 
cupied space is a hub of activity, 
with people from many different 
perspectives united by their vic- 
tory over the police. The occupied 
space hosts concerts, discussions, 
art classes, workshops, potlucks, 
movies and celebrations. Hundreds 
(if not thousands) of students and 
community members have passed 
through the site to attend events 


or just to check things out. Forest 
walks depart every Saturday, with 
guides discussing plants, animals 
and local history, while introduc- 
ing people to the remarkable places 
that are threatened by the LRDP. 

At UC Berkeley, treesitters are cel- 
ebrating a year spent in the trees 
(see page 3). In light of UCSC's re- 
luctance to respond to criticism, the 
UCSC treesitters are prepared for a 
long-term campaign that may take 
on many different forms before the 
expansion plans are called off. The 
forest at UCSC is worth the effort 
and energy that will be required. 
The treesitters see their struggle in 
the larger context of defending the 
few remaining wild areas that ex- 
ist and opposing the profit-driven 
agenda that the LRDP represents. 

For more information, visit www. 
lrdpresistance.org. 



A Santa Cruz treesitter receiving supplies 


Page 18 Earth First! Brigid 2008 



by Peter Maclean 

The beauty of the Earth First! 
movement is that there is a wide- 
spread acceptance that each of us, 
each group or community, needs 
to make change in our own way. 
Ideally, we all keep in mind the 
"no compromise" philosophy that 
is supposed to separate us from 
other single-issue or mainstream 
protest organizations. How attain- 
able this goal is depends on our 
personal view of what constitutes 
compromise. 

Many years ago, Earth First Austra- 
lia (EF Oz) split from the Friends of 
the Earth (FoE) movement, as we felt 
that true consensus was an essential 
ingredient for change — something 
that FoE couldn't or wouldn't em- 
brace. We were also concerned that 
city-based protests were becoming 
an end in themselves and that we 
needed to make changes toward 
sustainability in our own lives be- 
fore we began preaching to others. 
So we started an organic farm proj- 
ect on unwanted, cheap land in the 
middle of nowhere and invited oth- 
ers to participate. 

A lot of work has been done on 
consensus worldwide. The general 
agreement by those of us who try 
to practice true consensus is that we 
need clear principles and guidelines 
for all to see and understand, that 
these must be open to question and 
debate, and that groups working by 
consensus are by nature very con- 
servative. This doesn't suit those 
who are used to "democracy," the 
basis of which is that any six people 
can shove their own views down 
the throats of any four others at the 
drop of a hat. 

Cult of personality also plays as 
much a part in democratic process 
as philosophy or fact. Under con- 
sensus, however, a lot more work is 
needed to understand the objections 
and to address the concerns of those 
opposed to an issue. Over time, we 
have found that we needed a pro- 
cess to cover any one individual 
blocking consensus on an otherwise 
unanimous decision for reasons that 
seemed selfish rather than philo- 
sophical. The practical solution was 
that the individual who refused to 
budge probably didn't represent or 
Tespect our group or its ideals, and 
that the rest of the group could kick 
out that individual by full consen- 
sus. This might seem harsh, but re- 
member that it only takes one other 
person to support ah individual’s 
right to block consensus for this 
rule not to apply. Fortunately, we 
have never actually needed to en- 
force this process. 

Compromise is another concept 
that we have struggled with. Last 
year, we had some very interesting 
correspondence with the organizers 
of the EF! Winter Gathering in the US. 
We asked if organic produce from lo- 
cal farms was being used to feed the 
mob and were surprised to learn that 
bin raiding was more the go. This 
started a debate here on the wisdom 
of our approach to food — that it 
must be fully organic or we go with- 
out. I could no more eat food from 



a hamburger chain dumpster than I 
could fly to the moon. But the point 
made by the US organizers — that it 
is better to consume waste than to 
purchase food in a commercial sys- 
tem — was and is still valid. We have 
decided that in the longer term, we 
need to be altering agriculture glob- 
ally toward sustainability. At present 
the corrupt, flawed certified organic 
model is our best hope. Mind you, 
as Parmalat, Kellogg's and Cadbury 
Schweppes buy their way into the 
organic market, this approach has to 
be considered carefully. 

The real future of food lies in 
communities producing their own 
clean, ecologically sensitive food 
via cooperative efforts. We have 
"compromised" on supporting an 
economically and ecologically un- 
sustainable organic industry until 
we can help bring about sustainable, 
community-based models — but we 
keep this compromise in mind at 
all times. My wife, who orders the 
produce for our co-op, has ques- 
tioned our support of multinational 
food companies via the produce we 
stock. I also question supporting 
rich landowners who are cashing in 
on the organic food 
movement. How- 
ever, our shelves 
would be empty if 
we didn't do these 
things. Our current 
take on the matter 
is that Gaia really 
doesn't care who's 
rich and who's 
poor; the job at 
hand is to reduce 
the pesticide load 
on the broader en- 
vironment. So, we 
operate the co-op as 
best we can, while working to bring 
about economic and social change. 

One of the ways we are trying to 
bring about these changes is by ap- 
proaching the Aboriginal people 
of Australia to work together on 
setting up sustainable community 
gardens and co-ops. We are at the 
very beginning of this process, but, 
hopefully, the next article we write 
will have some positive news on 
this front. 

Another of the apparent com- 
promises we were forced to make is 
that we had to set up an incorporat- 
ed body in order to legally run the 
co-op or take on any other worth- 
while commercial projects. We did 
this by setting up Earth First Con- 
servation Projects, Inc., a nonprofit 
community-based association. We 
have been very clear to members, 
though, that EF Oz is a group of in- 
dividuals with a common purpose, 
whereas the association exists to 
operate in a commercially regu- 
lated sphere. As EF Oz, we protest 
and agitate; as an association, we 
remain focused on the commercial 
tasks. This has allowed us to broaden 
our association membership to more 
than 400 people, many of whom 
would normally have nothing to 
do with such a "radical," "fanatical" 
movement as EF!. 

This brings us to our name, which 
doesn't have the "!" in it anymore. 


About 10 years ago, we were bloody 
livid that EF!, via the Journal, was 
selling genetically modified (GM) 
cotton T-shirts with the EF! logos 
on them. We felt that this was hy- 
pocrisy of the worst sort — particu- 
larly as we were heavily protesting 
the expanding Australian cotton in- 
dustry and GM cotton in particular. 
In fact, it was the encroachment of 
GM cotton farmers and their crop- 
dusters full of toxic chemicals that 
finally forced us to wind up our first 
farm project. We dropped the "!" 
from EF Oz in disgust and sailed on 
by ourselves for many years. Time 
heals much and brings greater wis- 
dom though, and we decided that 
only by participating in the broader 
EF! movement can we be part of the 
global changes all Earth First!ers 
want to see. 

Our activism is aimed at chang- 
ing the broader society, rather than 
at single issues. I can well-appreciate 
that, in the UK, it is worth fighting 
the felling of the last remaining forests 
and the construction of motorways. 
Similarly, in the US and Canada, the 
indiscriminate logging of old-growth 
forests is still a big ecological issue, as 


it has been here for many people. Of 
greater concern to us though, and un- 
seen by most city folk, is the burning 
of tens of millions of acres of native 
bush each year, just so a handful of 
beef cattle can eat a bit of green grass 
after the rains. Tens of billions of life 
forms are sacrificed needlessly in this 
manner, not to mention the effect this 
has on global warming. So, to change 
these practices, we are working to set 
up alternative economies and farming 
models, which aren't all that glamor- 
ous and might not have broad benefits 
until our grandchildren's generation. 

Hanging out with hippies is 
great fun, but as we became more 
dedicated to the cause, we found it 
harder to participate in the "pro- 
test" movement. It's really disap- 
pointing to attend forest rallies 
where everyone chants "Save the 
Planet" as they dig in to their Heinz 
Wattie's baked beans, smoke their 
Douwe Egberts tobacco and end up 
at the pub drinking their Lion Na- 
than beer — all without a qualm or 
pang of conscience. 

We welcome comments, points of 
view and constructive debate on the 
issues we have raised, and our mem- 
bership is open to all. The greater 
needs are probably served best by 
making these comments publicly 
via the Journal, though we always 
endeavor to reply to individuals who 
take the time to contact us directly. 


All the best to everyone. Peace on 
Earth and goodwill to all. 

For more information, contact 
Earth First Australia, c/o Earth First 
Conservation Projects, Inc., POB 
1270, Albany, Western Australia 
6330, Australia; efoz@earthfirst. 
org,au; www.earthfirst.org.au. 

Rules of Earth First Australia 

These rules were developed by negotia- 
tion with the consensus of the group over 
time. They are subject to constant review 
and discussion, and apply mostly to our 
housing and farm projects. 

No Dogs or Cats: This rule is for the 
benefit of the native animals and to 
encourage the native animals into 
community spaces. There are sev- 
eral small omnivorous marsupials 
that might be suitable as house pets 
to deter vermin and provide com- 
panionship. 

No Drugs: What people do in 
their own home or space is their 
own business. What they do in 
community spaces affects others. 
All EF Oz projects are smoke- and 
alcohol-free, with no exceptions. 
Projects that allow for private 
dwellings or living spaces as part 
of the project are included in this 
rule, but the rule does not apply 
to those who live in private dwell- 
ings or living spaces. 

No Raising of Animals to Kill for 
Food: There is a corollary to this. 
No dead animal products are to 
be cooked or consumed in com- 
munity spaces or sold in shops 
in community spaces. There is a 
possibility that the consensus will 
change over time toward a vegan 
lifestyle. However, at this stage, we 
will have dairy cattle, egg-laying „ 
fowl and grazing animals to pro- 
vide wool. 

Consensus: There has been a re- 
cent tendency to define consensus 
as a majority of more than 50 per- 
cent, but this is not how we regard 
consensus. We define consensus as 
the total approval of all involved 
in a decision. There is no voting. 
Those empowered to make a deci- 
sion have the power to block con- 
sensus. This effectively stalls any 
further actions by the group on this 
issue until a conflict or disagree- 
ment is resolved. 

At present, we have a model 
that involves a functional hierar- 
chy. We have trustees who have 
the power of full consensus on all 
issues. Basically, these people are 
the founders of EF Oz. New trust- 
ees are appointed with the full 
consensus of existing trustees, and 
any trustee can be dismissed with 
the full consensus of all other 
trustees. (This rider exists to fore- 
stall the possibility of any one in- 
dividual misusing the trust placed 
in them by the group.) 

All processes are transparent 
and open, and members may at- 
tend any meeting on any topic or 
view any records of the group. It 
is the task of existing trustees to 
train and assist members wishing 
to become trustees. In practice, 
trustees should obtain group 
consensus on any issue before 
proceeding. 



A natural bridge near Albany, Western Australia 
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No Holier Book 



5/24/07 

About Canoeing and Camping in the Border Waters of Minnesota 


From Haiku Aviary 

frigid morning: 
geese squat together 
without any heads 

honking loudly, 

a lone goose waddles in circles— 
spring snow 


In the morning I hear a riot of crows 
& pull back the curta in to see 
an orange cat crouching low 
on my neighbor's driveway 
while above it sitting on power lines 
eleven crows declare their strong opposition 
to such objectionable company 
Once the orange cat goes 
the crows can resume 
dropping walnuts on the pavement 
to crack their shells open 

Later walking above the ocean 
we spot (wo crows 
sitting on a log 
& another much larger bird 
standing nearby with a head 
that looks too small for its body 
As it spreads its wings & takes the air 
we recognize it as a turkey vulture 
'The two crows make not a move to flee 
as we pass noticing that the log 
is really a dead sea lion 

There's no holier book than nature itself 
because nature is so alive 
no death can finish its work 
& because it’s closer to the original source 
of creation than anything 
described by language 
& because it starts all over 
with every new life 

—Steve Toth 


Miniscule pines 

Reach finger-like branches toward a canopy 

That seems forever away 

Few will reach the distant canopy 

And even fewer will reach the heights of their 

predecessors 

Those that do 

Will be the majestic pine forest of tomorrow 
I dream in rhythm with this experience 
My body rocks in dreamless sleep 
To the tune of ubiquitous chickadees 
I am wild here 

I grow like the pines— with the pines 
Feral and free 

—Cali Searles 


John Calvin’s Ghost 

Oil and gas companies from the US, Canada, Russia and 
Denmark are circling the Arctic like scavengers circling 
a wounded animal anticipating its death, exposing 
petroleum riches hitherto buried beneath Arctic ice. 

Mother Earth isn't dying at once, but as a diabetic, a part 
at a time. The Arctic is the first to go, thus the vultures. 

Mother is dying from the greed of her children. 

Scientists predict inundation of Pacific Islands, Bangladesh 
and half of Florida. Killer droughts in Africa. Drying rivers 
in India, China and Vietnam due to disappearing glaciers 
in the Himalayas. All a boon for disaster capitalists. 

This all happens to the preterite, not the chosen, in the 
Calvinistic corporate view. The chosen will be raptured to a 
gated community guarded by Blackwater Security. The Valhalla 
for corporate warriors. 



spring freshet— 

a mallard coaxes Reincarnation 

her ducklings 

An old black vulture landed in a tree 
courting again. . . overlooking Chickamauga Creek; 

a flicker hammers ga ve me a sidelong glance, 

an oak’s dead limbs 



I thought of Edward Abbey 
outspoken critic of government agencies, 
professor and park ranger. 


April morning 
spring 

in the robin’s hop 


Abbey, buried in an illegal grave 
a cairn of stones to cover 
his mortal remains. 


bluebird 
trickling down 

the dry mountain stream bed 


His friends saw to his last request 
wrote on one stone 
“ Edward Abbey, no comment." 


a song for every direction 
mockingbird atop 
the weathervane 


The nemesis of Glen Canyon Dam 
didn't want a memorial and 
got one anyway. 


lazy afternoon— 
a chickadee answers the calls 
on my bird tape 


He always said he'd come back 
as a vulture next time 
just seemed fitting. 


cool August morning 
swallows along the telephone line 
change places 


I looked up into the oak 
said “Hey there Ed, 
looks like a good day for flying" 


rising mist... 

repeatedly a killdeer’s cry 
scissors the silence 


Abbey didn't say a word 
just gave me that sidelong glance, 
the old buzzard. 


the red tailed hawk's glide- 
quiet growing among 
the snowy pines 


— Mockingbird 


■Wally Swist 


artwork courtesy prole. info 


The chosen will live on with the approval of the strange God 
they believe in, and think he believes in them, while immigrants 
from the South clamor at the gate for work Price evicted 
from their land by low priced com produced by agribusiness. 

The revenant of John Calvin lives on in every corporate 
stmcture. It is the driving force of the rapacious corporate 
faith and philosophy. It is the real ghost in the machine. 

—Sid Bridges 



send poems to: 
Warrior Poets Society 
PO Box 14501 
Berkeley, CA 9471 2 
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£§ Gone 
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by Chris Irwin 

I have been reading in the Earth First! Journal 
of the efforts to make sure that members of the 
transsexual community feel comfortable and 
safe while organizing in Earth First! circles and 
at events (see EF!J September-October 2007). Al- 
most every issue of the Journal has something 
about transsexuals and their oppression. This is a 
laudable goal; everyone should feel safe and wel- 
come at our events. But I am struck that while 
one marginal social group is singled out for pro- 
tection and space in the Journal, another larger 
group has been mostly driven out of our move- 
ment. Yes, I'm talking about rednecks. 

"Rednecks for wilderness" was one of the first 
Earth First! slogans I heard when I got involved 
and began attending Earth First! meetings in the 
late 1980s. (I still attend them once a week.) This 
was the period when EF! was a threat to the sys- 
tem. Earth First! was on 60 Minutes, and we really 
looked like a mass movement about to burst from 
the confines of control to create social change. 
There are a lot more rednecks than transsexuals 
in America. They are a larger demographic, and 
this was reflected by their numbers in our move- 
ment back then. The Journal during that period 
had 10 times the number of subscribers that it 
has today. 

It was in the late '80s and '90s that I saw the 
systematic driving away of rednecks from EF! 
circles by largely young, white, middle-class 
"anarchists." 1 remember at one Round Riv- 
er Rendezvous in Colorado, this good oT boy 
stood up and thanked everyone for coming to 
the great state of Colorado, expressing pride in 
his home state. Immediately, he was publicly at- 
tacked by the black-clads for expressing pride 
in any state. I watched him sit down and real- 
ized that he would never come back. As a young 


white person who subscribed to many anarchist 
ideals, I couldn't help noticing the irony of this 
trend. Classical anarchists embraced the work- 
ing class; the neo-anarchists in our movement 
drove them out. 

How they were driven out is as instructive 
as why: lack of acceptance. Apparently, to .be 



an EF!er now (in some circles), you have to be 
white, middle-class, wear black, be angry all the 
time, shoplift, bathe irregularly, be in your 20s, 
have no sense of humor and, in general, walk so 
lockstep with the new groupthink that you lack 
any real diversity or individuality. To be different 
is to be treated with suspicion and criticism. 

And this homogenization of our movement 
along almost purely class lines has had devastating 
effects. Our numbers have dwindled and our diver- 
sity has narrowed. As a result, we are in danger of 
becoming little more than a historical footnote. 

I find it curious that now that EF! has become 
largely white and middle-class, many efforts are 


being made to protect and nurture a tiny sub- 
group of society while completely ignoring that 
a much larger demographic has been driven out. 
Basically, the white middle class drove out the 
poor, country, working class from our move- 
ment. We have fractured along class lines with 
devastating results. Who is more likely to know 
how to take apart a CAT dozer? A good oT boy 
who can field-strip a 1970 Ford engine in his 
sleep? Or an alienated, suburban product of the 
white middle class? And now we appear to be ap- 
pealing to an even smaller subset of society while 
ignoring the larger class that originally made EF! 
so dangerous. 

Our society is racist, sexist, and homopho- 
bic — all the isms and schisms. EF! cannot grow 
as a movement through litmus tests of being 
"radical" enough. Pretending to reach any level 
of ideological purity while ignoring the rejection 
of the larger demographic based on class pushes 
our movement into narrower and narrower con- 
fines, which I believe accounts for the steady 
diminution of our numbers. 

This is not a condemnation of transsexuals but 
a reality check. If the definition and acceptance 
of what it takes to be in Earth First! continues 
to narrow, so will our movement. We need red- 
necks, transsexuals, older people, white men, 
women — anyone who will join our struggle. Lack 
of true acceptance, not just acceptance for popu- 
lar subsets, is strangling our movement. We have 
lost a lot more rednecks than transsexuals due to 
lack of acceptance. If one is to be addressed, the 
other should not be ignored. 

To survive and thrive as a movement, we must 
combat this narrow ideological dead end that EF! 
seems to have drifted into. Our doors need to be 
open wider, not shut, to all members of society. 
Otherwise, we are just a social club with dwin- 
dling numbers. 
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Who Needs Coal? We'll Burn 
Salt Water! 

John Kanzius, an inventor from 
Erie, Pennsylvania, accidentally 
discovered a way to burn salt water 
while trying to desalinate it using a 
radio frequency generator that he 
had developed to treat cancer. The 
radio frequencies weaken the bonds 
between the elements that make up 
salt water, releasing hydrogen. Once 
ignited by the heat energy that is 
also released by this reaction, the 
hydrogen will burn for as long as it 
is exposed to the radio frequencies. 

Scientists are excited by the possi- 
bilities of using the most abundant 
resource on Earth to power cars 
or heavy machinery. "[This is] the 
most remarkable [discovery] in wa- 
ter science in 100 years," said Rus- 
tum Roy, a. chemist at Pennsylvania 
State University. 

It's a Bird! It's a Plane! It's 
Bagonaut to the Rescue! 

If you had been in a certain Sam's 
Club parking lot in San Angelo, 
Texas, on September 8, you might 
have been witness to the very first 
action of the very first bagonaut, 
Egan Sanders. To raise awareness 
on how plastic shopping bags are 
ruining the environment, Sand- 
ers enclosed himself in the world's 
largest, reusable canvas shopping 
bag, christened BIGBAG1, for 24 
hours. While Sanders was sealed in 
BIGBAG1, people who donated food 
received their very own regular-sized 
canvas shopping bag in return. 


Bagonaut's main goal is to em- 
power people to do at least one lit- 
tle thing to try and conserve some 
of our dwindling resources. 

In a shocking move made after 
Sanders' stunt, Sam's Club announced 
plans to cease all use of plastic bags in 
its stores. Just.kidding. 



Salmon Spawn Baby Trout 

In an effort to preserve endangered 
fish, Japanese researchers have engi- 
neered one species to give birth to an- 
other. The method, called "surrogate 


broodstocking," is accomplished by 
engineering salmon to be sterile, then 
injecting the newly hatched salmon 
with male, rainbow-trout stem cells 
destined to grow into sperm. Ten of 
the 29 male salmon who recieved the 
injections went on to produce trout 
sperm. Goro Yoshizaki, the leading re- 
searcher, then injected female salmon 
with the male cells. Five of the test 
subjects produced trout eggs. 

US conservationists are also tak- 
ing up the experiment in an effort 
to expand populations of endan- 
gered fish species, such as sockeye 
salmon, sturgeon and paddlefish. 
The Japanese researchers' ultimate 
goal is to boost populations of the 
commercially much-desired bluefin 
tuna using the smaller and less tasty 
mackerel as surrogate parents. 

As of press time, there were no plans 
to artificially increase the equally pop- 
ular Filet-O-Fish population. 

g. Germans and Californians 
! Reinvent the Sailboat 

0 

| Marine shipping is responsible 
| for higher carbon dioxide emis- 
| sions than planes and releases more 
| sulfur than all the world's vehicles 

1 combined. That’s why Hamburg, 
Germany-based SkySails and the 
Californian firm Kiteship have re- 
invented the sailboat or, perhaps 
more accurately put, the kite-ship. 

Both companies use a combina- 
tion of conventional engines and 
giant, computer-maneuvered kites 
to power ships. The kites range from 
480 square feet to 15,000 square feet, 


and can save between 10 percent 
and 35 percent of the fuel costs. 

Industry analysts expect the two 
companies to announce that their 
next reinvention will be the wheel. 

Humungous Fungus 
Among Us 

In Oregon's Blue Mountains, 
there's a new tree-killin' villain in 
town — and it ain't the Bureau of 
Land Management, the Forest Ser- 
vice or a timber company. It's Armil- 
laria ostoyae, the oldest and largest 
living being in the world! At a whop- 
ping 2,200 acres in size and 8,000 
years of age, this root rot infestation 
grows by sending out tentacles that 
wrap around tree roots, eventually 
killing trees in dense canopy for- 
ests. Next time you find yourself in 
the Blue Mountains, you had better 
watch out, or the humongous fun- 
gus might get you, too! 

Webotage in Bangladesh 

Wielding a pair of scissors, an 
unknown person successfully shut 
down Bangladesh's entire Internet 
link and international phone net- 
work for most of November 13. 
This is not the first attempt at we- 
botage in Bangladesh. A similar at- 
tack occurred in October 2006. The 
assailants in that case claimed that 
someone had given them money to 
cut the cables, but investigators are 
baffled as to whom. 

Authorities are encouraging resi- 
dents to be on the lookout for "a 
man with scissors." 
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BY ATLATL 

Admit it, you've thought about it: 
What are you going to do when the 
shit really hits the fan here in the 
good ol' USA? I'm sure Canada has 
crossed your mind, right? There's 
socialized health care, vast tracts 
of wilderness, widespread firearm- 
ownership? Hell, there's even a book 
on how to wage guerilla war against 
the US from Canada! Or, maybe 
you live farther south and have de- 
cided that equally vast wilderness, a 
number of well-publicized people's 
uprisings and a police force with a 
reputation for easy bribery make 
Mexico a more attractive option. 

Well, put those plans on the shelf, 
my friends, because deep integra- 
tion is coming. 

It's NAFTA... Plus 

Simply put, the concept behind deep 
integration is to make Canada, Mexico 
and the US function as a single coun- 
try, controlled from Washington, DC. 
This means more fully integrating all 
aspects of law and commerce between 
the three countries, so that resources 
can be extracted and moved, borders 
and infrastructure can be defended, 
and "internal disturbances" can be 
crushed with minimum hassle and 
maximum benefit for the corporate 
leaders of a unified "North America.'' 

Keep in mind that what we're talk- 
ing about here is a concept — there 
is no one treaty to point to, no one 
summit to protest. Deep integration 
is an overarching conceptual frame- 
work that is currently guiding a 
number of seemingly disparate (and 
radical) policy changes in Canada, 
Mexico and the US. This is another 
important point: Deep integration is 
already happening. 

The concept of deep integra- 
tion first emerged in the early 
'90s, while the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
was being negotiated. A former 
member of the US National Secu- 
rity Council, Robert Pastor, began 
to publicly critique NAFTA for its 
exclusive emphasis on trade. In 
2001, he published a book, Toward 
a North American Community, in 
which he proposed a North Ameri- 
can Union — similar in principle to 
the European Union but with cer- 
tain key differences. In particular, 
Pastor urged discarding elements 
that could be traced to certain 
European values that he consid- 
ered "inappropriate" in North 
America — namely, the regulation 
of market forces in areas such as 
food, health, housing and other 
public goods. 

Pastor's ideas gained popular- 
ity in influential Mexican and 
Canadian circles in the years that 
followed NAFTA's 1994 imple- 
mentation. In Mexico, it quickly 


became clear, even to corporate 
elites, which country had gotten 
the short end of that stick. Be- 
cause NAFTA guaranteed the free 
flow of goods but not of people, 
Mexico was left unable to exercise 
its primary "market advantage": 
a vast, cheap labor pool. In Can- 
ada, corporate-political leaders 
became upset that the US contin- 
ued to favor its own industries to 
the detriment of certain Canadian 
businesses. 

These problems came to a head 
after September 11, 2001. A para- 
noid, xenophobic Washington 
immediately sealed its borders, 
throwing the Canadian and Mexi- 
can economies into turmoil. Ca- 
nadian industry suffered millions 
of dollars in losses each hour that 
the border was closed, forcing 11 
factories to shut down. Mexican 


President Vicente Fox saw his 
dreams of greater northward mi- 
gration collapse. 

In order to avert another such 
economic catastrophe and gain the 
favors they wanted, Canadian and 
Mexican leaders independently ap- 
proached Washington with similarly 
bold proposals. Basically, Mexico and 
Canada promised to make it just as 
hard for "terrorists" to gain entry 
into their countries as it would be to 
enter the US, thereby allowing the US 
to dissolve its southern and northern 
borders. To sweeten the pot, they also 
offered the US essentially unlimited 
access to the natural resources of their 
countries and greater freedom to op- 
erate militarily in their territories. 

This Is What Security 
Looks Like 

So what does this mean on the 
ground? 

To understand deep integration, 
it's important to realize that the 
deal-breaker is the issue of "secu- 
rity." The US simply won't play if 
that concern is not addressed, and 
it's the starting and ending point 
for all negotiations. 

In one sense, this means the ob- 
vious: Canada and Mexico need 
to harmonize their policing and 
border-defense procedures with 
US priorities. This is what led to 
a December 2002 agreement al- 
lowing US and Canadian troops to 
freely operate on either side of the 


border in response to a threat to 
either country. It led to Plan Sur in 
2001, whereby Mexico militarized 
its southern borders and began 
aggressively hunting down and 
deporting undocumented Cen- 
tral American migrants to prevent 
them from reaching the US. It is 
part of why the US defines its de- 
fense perimeter, the "North Ameri- 
can Command," as extending from 
the Arctic Circle to Mexico's south- 
ern borders. 

US Customs and Border Protec- 
tion agents have been given ex- 
panded access to Canadian and 
Mexican territory, even in the interi- 
ors of those countries. Negotiations 
are underway to harmonize the 
three countries' no-fly lists and to 
implement biometric identification 
systems that would be required for 
anyone entering or exiting "North 


America." Canada's more rigorous 
civil liberties laws are being rewrit- 
ten to line up with US demands. 

Security also includes energy secu- 
rity. In light of increasing obstacles 
to US control of Middle Eastern oil, 
the offer of free- access to Canada 
and Mexico's resources is intensely 
appealing to the US. Canada has the 
third largest petroleum reserves in 
the world, if its tar sands are counted 
(see EF!J September-October 2006). 
And they are being counted: In deep 
integration negotiations currently 
underway, a fivefold increase of tar 
sands output is already written in. 

Canada exports 70 percent of 
its overall oil and nearly 100 per- 
cent x>f its tar sands petroleum to 
the US, while importing 60 per- 
cent of the petroleum it uses. But 
NAFTA bars Canada from cutting 
oil sales to the US without cut- 
ting domestic sales as well, and 
current negotiations are working 
to make any restriction at all im- 
possible. This means that Wash- 
ington will be able to directly 
mandat^ Canada's fossil fuel ex- 
traction, the Kyoto Protocol or 
Canadian law be damned. Mean- 
while, discussions are underway 
regarding the privatization of 
Mexico's vast natural gas oil re- 
serves, which may last for as long 
as a decade. 

According to statements by US 
President George W. Bush, Cana- 
dian water is also part of US energy 


security. A leaked document from 
the North American Future 2025 
Project — a series of closed-door, 
roundtable sessions to enable 
business leaders to assist in the 
process of deep integration — re- 
veals that heads of state are dis- 
cussing bulk water exports from 
Canada and Mexico, as both 
countries have vast reserves that 
are not currently "being used." 
(In other words, this water is 
sustaining healthy ecologies, in- 
stead of corporate economies.) 
Once water exportation begins, 
NAFTA would prohibit, any re- 
striction of it. 

As with all aspects of empire, the 
glue holding together a North Amer- 
ican Union would be infrastructure. 
Plans are underway for massive pipe- 
lines to carry water and fossil fuels to 
the US, along with ports and roads 
to move everything else. Under the 
Security and Prosperity Partnership 
of North America (SPP), a series of 
trilateral talks working toward actu- 
alizing deep integration, the major- 
ity of funding in Mexico is going 
into infrastructure projects like Plan 
Puebla Panama (PPP) (see EF!J Sep- 
| tember-October 2006). Leaked SPP 
I documents mention "the establish- 
ment of a grant fund... with US and 
Canadian resources to finance the 
development of physical infrastruc- 
ture in Mexico." 

Just in case you thought it 
was only a few crazy radicals 
talking about how infrastruc- 
ture is a weak point of global 
empire, here it is, straight from 
that leaked North American Fu- 
ture 2025 document: “Whatever 
North American security archi- 
tecture is ultimately... agreed 
upon, it is clear that the protec- 
tion of critical infrastructure will 
continue to be of foremost im- 
portance from the standpoint of 
protecting human life and ensur- 
ing national and North Ameri- 
can economic stability." Critical 
infrastructure is defined as "agri- 
culture, water, health and emer- 
gency services, energy (electrical, 
nuclear, hydro, natural gas and 
oil), transportation systems (air, 
roads, rail, ports and waterways), 
information and telecommunica- 
tions networks, and banking and 
financial systems." 

A More Perfect Union? 

This would be no European- 
style union between powers 
roughly equal in size, power and 
disposition. As Mexican analyst 
Miguel Pickard puts it, "Mexico 
and Canada are rapidly inte- 
grating with a country that is in 
practice opposed to negotiating 
fundamental differences, par- 
ticularly with weaker countries." 
Inevitably, Mexico and Canada 



Anti-North American Union protesters 
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Court Reverses $600-Million 
Peabody Decision 

The US Court of Appeals has reversed a federal 
claims court decision and found that the Interior 
Department breached its trust responsibility by 
not disclosing critical information to the Navajo 
Nation regarding royalty negotiations with Pea- 
body Coal in 1987. 

The September 13 reversal found that the Na- 
vajo Nation has a "money mandating claim" 
against the federal government for $600 million 
in damages. The case will now go back to the US 
Court of Federal Claims for reconsideration. 

The appeals court upheld the Navajo Nation's 
assertion that there is a substantial network of 
laws and regulations to establish specific trust re- 
sponsibilities. It said these regulations can be in- 
terpreted to require compensation for damages 
resulting from a breach of those duties. 

The Navajo Nation began leasing land - on 
Black Mesa to Peabody Coal and its predecessor 
in 1964, with approval from the US Department 
of the Interior. The lease established royalty pay- 
ments at 37.5 cents per ton, with a provision for 
a "reasonable adjustment" by the federal govern- 
ment in 20 years. In 1984, that rate was deemed 
an "inequitable deal" and "substantially lower” 
than the 12.5 percent minimum royalty set by 
Congress in 1977, for coal mined on federal land. 
At that time, the Navajo Nation asked Interior 
Secretary William Clark to adjust the royalty pay- 
ment. Approximately three months later, Navajo 
Area Director Donald Dodge adjusted the rate to 
20 percent. However, in July 1985, Peabody Coal 
requested Interior Secretary Donald Model, who 
succeeded Clark, to postpone the decision on 
the 20 percent or rule against it. Peabody also 
retained Stanley Hulett, a former Interior execu- 
tive aide and friend of Hodel, to represent the 
company. The court found that Hulett met with 
Hodel without the Navajo Nation being pres- 
ent, and that, shortly afterward, Hodel signed 
a memorandum prepared by Peabody Coal that 
urged the company and the Navajo Nation to re- 
turn to the bargaining table. 

In August 1987, the Navajo Tribal Council ap- 
proved a package of lease amendments that were 
approved by Hodel the previous December, rais- 
ing the royalty rate to only 12.5 percent. It also 
added 90 million tons of coal to the 200 million 


tons originally leased. In 1993, the Navajo Na- 
tion sued the federal government, seeking $600 
million in damages, asserting that the federal 
government violated its statutory and fiduciary 
trust duties to the Navajo Nation by approving 
the lease in December 1987, when the Navajo 
Nation had no knowledge of the Peabody memo- 
randum issued by Hodel. They asserted that this 
led to an economic loss to the Navajo Nation, a 
diminution of the value of the trust responsibil- 
ity and harm to their sovereignty. 



Forest Defense Heats Up in Tasmania 

Gunns Ltd., the woodchipping giant, has been 
given approval to increase logging rates in the for- 
ests of Tasmania, Australia. The proposed project 
will be the Southern Hemisphere's largest pulp 
mill, contributing at least two percent of Australia's 
greenhouse gas emissions and, alone, will consume 
almost half a million *acres of native forest. 

A wild and special island, Tasmania will see its 
ancient forests continue to be exported as wood- 
chips and pulp. The combined appetites of the 
export woodchip mills with this pulp mill will 
double the current rate of woodchipping in Tas- 
mania. In southern Tasmania, forest activists have 
kept the pressure on the government-sanctioned 
destruction in wilderness valleys that continues 
to destroy wildlife habitat and contribute to cli- 
mate chaos. 

Controversially, forest activists are now being 
targeted to pay the costs of their direct actions. 
One activist, Alana — known from a stunning 
photograph of her efforts as the Weld Angel (see 


EF!) May-June 2007) — has been the first activist 
to be singled out in this approach. Alana was 
part of a Weld Valley action in early 2007, where 
three separate entrances to threatened, World 
Heritage-valued forests were blockaded. 

After intense pressure by the Tasmanian Green 
Parliamentarians and the public, the case against 
Alana was subsequently dropped. However, For- 
estry Tasmania, the government's logging arm, 
continues to sue for about $2,000. The case is 
not expected to be resolved until next year. 

A crisis report regarding the logging of Tasma- 
nia's southern forests, was sent by the Huon Val- 
ley Environment Center to the World Heritage 
Committee in Paris. At the committee's most 
recent meeting in July, in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, representatives of 21 countries voted to 
express their concern about these logging threats 
and determined to send a delegation to Tasma- 
nia in the next six months. 

Despite the international attention, logging 
continues unabated, and the Weld Valley is on 
the chopping block for Summer 2007-2008. 
There are plans to build a road and bridge over 
the Weld River, which would open up almost 
half a million acres of untouched ancient forest 
for logging. This is the largest piece of rainforest 
in southern Tasmania. North of the Weld Valley, 
blockaders have also established themselves in 
the Upper Florentine Valley. 

With treesits and passion, activists are commit- 
ted to fighting the proposed logging operations 
that would destroy these tall, ancient forests and 
wild rivers. 

La Parota Dam Put on Hold 

In early September, a Mexican federal judge or- 
dered a provisional halt of the controversial La 
Parota Dam, proposed to be constructed in the 
state of Guerrero (see EF!f September-October 
2007). The judge's order cites that the dam proj- 
ect violates the right of the local community to 
a healthy environment. Activists expect the gov- 
ernment to appeal the decision, which would 
take about seven months to reach conclusion. 

Despite the court order, the developers are 
still working in the project area. In turn, vil- 
lagers have stated that they will not stop dis- 
rupting the building of the dam until it is 
completely canceled. 


Apart US Imperial Sfra+effij, continued. 



would become subservient to the 
US, creating not so much a North 
American union as a US empire. 

This means that Canadian public 
health, safety and environmental 
standards would be immediately 
dismantled — and the entire social 
safety net would eventually be 
eliminated. According to another 
leaked document (from the October 
2004 meeting of the Independent 
Task Force on the Future of North 
America), "No item — not Canadian 


water, not Mexican oil, not Ameri- 
can anti-dumping laws — is 'off the 
table'; rather, contentious or intrac- 
table issues will simply require more 
time to ripen politically." 

More fundamentally, deep integra- 
tion would accelerate the dissolution 
of Canadian and Mexican culture 
and identity, strengthening the on- 
rush of a homogenous consumer 
culture. As Pickard says, "Fox's gov- 
ernment formalized the idea of cre- 
ating an exclusive- 'North America 
space,' to which Mexico would gain 
entry, in essence, by turning its back 
on Latin America...." 

But the US won't stop there. If 
deep integration works between 
the US, Canada and Mexico, it will 
prove that the integration of a su- 
perpower with a Third World coun- 
try is possible. This would pave the 
way for slowly and inexorably ex- 
panding the North American space 
southward, working toward the 
ultimate realization of the dream 
articulated by the currently stalled 
Free Trade Area of the Americas 


(FTAA): total hemispheric domina- 
tion by the US. 

Resistance 

By and large, deep integration is 
being implemented piecemeal — a 
law changed here, a regulation 
loosened there — with the summits 
and treaties mainly providing op- 
portunities for leaders to bounce 
ideas off one another in person. 
Having learned from opposition 
to NAFTA and the PPP, the people 
who are killing the planet have re- 
turned to the strategy that has al- 
ways been their strength: death by 
a thousand cuts. 

So what do we do about this hei- 
nous plan to enshrine US power 
and domination throughout North 
America? I would submit that this is 
the wrong question. 

Deep integration — like Atlantica, 
the PPP or the FTAA — is merely 
one part of a concerted US imperial 
strategy. This strategy is designed to 
guarantee the continued wealth and 
power of a small group of people by 


ensuring that their ability to devour 
the world's biological diversity goes 
unrestrained. You and I know that 
this death-worshipping strategy 
will only end when all life on this 
planet has been destroyed — unless 
we stop it first. 

Deep integration is not the prob- 
lem any more than deforestation or 
unequal voting access is. The prob- 
lem is a global economic system of 
which deep integration is only one 
support structure. 

Understanding deep integration 
is important, then, because it pro- 
vides us with an insight into how 
the enemy views the future. What 
are the resources that the system 
needs to sustain itself? What are the 
weak points, and where is the en- 
emy gathering its strength? What 
does our enemy fear? 

People used to say that the system 
was nearly invisible — you could talk 
about it, but you couldn’t really see 
it. Well, now you can see it. You can 
see the gears turning. 

Got your monkeywrench? 
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by the Earth First! Journal Collective 

Daniel McGowan was recently sentenced to seven 
years in prison for actions committed in defense of 
the Earth. He was rounded up as part of the FBI's 
"Operation Backfire," which sought to prosecute 
people for unsolved Earth Liberation Front (ELF) ac- 
tions. This is the second segment of a two-part inter- 
view conducted by the Earth First! Journal. For part 
one, see EF!J November-December 2007. 

Earth First! Journal: There seems to be a pretty 
massive divide between the radical environmental 
movement's anti-snitch rhetoric (e.g., "snitches get 
stitches") and the movement's actual response to 
snitches. What do you make of this divide, and what 
are its implications for the movement's chances of 
discouraging snitching? 

Daniel McGowan: I have little tolerance for 
the whole pro-violence against snitches thing. 
Not only is it phony — let's be real, no snitches in 
our movement "get stitches" — but I find it coun- 
ter to what we believe in. We are not the Irish 
Republican Army. We are not Marxist-Leninist 
rigid cadre organizations that punish weakness 
with personal violence. Some of the comments 
on Portland Indymedia were so useful to the 
prosecution that they must have been posted 
by law enforcement of some kind — especially af- 
ter the agents moaned to my lawyers that I was 
spearheading this campaign against the snitches. 
Again, I want to be crystal-clear: I don't support 
violence against informants in my case. 

I do support their complete and total ostra- 
cization from the movement, as I think they are 
dangerous people. They have shown themselves 
to be so self-centered in their outlook as to sell 
people out when they swore up and down they 
never would. (Here's a funny aside: The biggest 
informants were the ones who were the most 
tough and militant at the time of the actions. 
What does that say?) No welcome back should be 
given to these people. When you think of their 
actions and feel that, at one point, they were 
honorable people trying to do their best to make 
the world better, that is fair. But keep in mind, 
the people who sold me out are not the same 
people anymore. 

As far as the movement's chances of discourag- 
ing snitching, I do think the movement has a 
responsibility to educate new people who get in- 
volved, so that they can know their own history. 
My understanding of my case and my views are 
greatly informed by the past: the Justin Samuel 
debacle and how Darren Thurston was sold out 
by someone involved in his 1992 Animal Libera- 
tion Front action. Knowledge is power, and you 
can begin to see how things were done in the 
past and how they could be done in the future. 

I'm concerned with the historical legacy of 
my case and am hoping that people learn les- 
sons from it. One thing I hope people can see 
is that you do not have to sell your friends out. 
Also, arson is a very serious thing* and the con- 
sequences are lifelong. You will be connected to 
people for the rest of your life if you choose to 
do any direct actions. I think that the movement 
can show principled, strong and long-term sup- 
port for defendants, and this can serve as a dis- 
couraging factor in informing. Support from the 


movement helped me solidify my positions and 
made it a lot easier. If we can show one another 
that we will be there for one another, then the 
prospects of snitching will be less. 

Overall, I think that the movement needs to 
have an honest and frank discussion about these 
tactics, who seems to choose them and what that 
means for the prospects of prison. 

EF!J: What led you to decide that sabotage was not 
an appropriate tactic — or at least not an appropriate 
tactic for you? 

DM: I decided that arson and sabotage were 
not the right tactics for me shortly after the Jef- 
ferson Poplar action. Part of it was my experience 
dousing SUVs and trucks with gasoline and be- 
ing profoundly affected by that. It just didn't feel 
right. I started to realize that all that was in my 
future was more destruction, and that destroying 
things doesn't make a movement. In our situa- 
tion, I felt that we were too far removed from the 
broader environmental movement to even be 
complementing their efforts. There was also this 
sort of ticking clock I thought about — regard- 
ing whether we were getting closer to someone 
getting hurt. Some of my co-defendants started 
exhibiting behavior that was scary to me, and it 
dawned on me that our goals were very different. 
To me, arson and sabotage are means to an end. 
I really did not take pleasure in destruction like 
some of my old friends did. 

I decided to take some time off to clear my head 
after a particularly disappointing meeting— what 
the prosecutors call "the last book club meet- 
ing" — where we discussed our goals and why we 
did what we did. Although I risked my life with 
these people, it was surprising, to say the least, 
to find out how divergent our ideas were. I was 
dismayed by growing factions that felt that what 
we were doing was not enough, at a time when 
I felt we should be pulling back, engaging only 
in sabotage actions that could bolster bridges be- 
tween us and aboveground campaigns. 

My time in Canada was full of new possibili- 
ties. I saw how indigenous people were resisting 
forest destroyers in their territory. I saw above- 
ground but militant and creative forest defense 
campaigns being fought in the Elaho wilder- 
ness, and I met inner-city harm-reduction activ- 
ists working to decriminalize heroin users and 
work for safe injection sites. Inspired by their 
public and yet unapologetic militant stance, I 
came back to the US and made my break with 
the ELF final. * 

EF!J: On Democracy Now, you told Amy Good- 
man that the solidarity action with Jeffrey "Free" 
Luers — the Romania action, which he believes was 
partly responsible for his original 22-year, eight- 
month sentence — made you "start to look at [your] 
actions as being very dangerous and having reper- 
cussions beyond [your] control." Can you explain in 
more detail what you meant by this? To what extent 
should radical activists be required to anticipate or 
even feel responsible for the government repression 
that arises in response to their actions? 

DM: I want to be very frank about the Roma- 
nia action. It ruined Free's chance of a jury trial. 
Now, of course, a jury trial may have sent him to 
prison for a long time as well, but we will never 
know. Romania was serious and dangerous be- 
cause it was horribly timed and showed a very 


poor logic — that somehow going back to the site 
of the original arson would have some positive 
effect on Jeff. This strategy was really poor, and 
the action was perceived by many as rather ado- 
lescent and taunting. 

Did the people who took part in this action 
mean to harm Jeff? No, of course not. The thing 
is, our actions do have unintended consequences, 
and I feared that this group would continue to 
be interested in engaging in similar actions. I felt 
personally responsible for Jeff's outcome — not 
because I was involved, but because I was out of 
town and couldn't stop the action. Shown the 
communique afterward, I pleaded to have Free's 
name removed from it and was rebuffed. 

I think radical activists really need to consider 
their impacts on prisoners. Personally, I think 
"solidarity actions" are sort of creepy and cen- 
tered way too much on us and not on the issue 
at hand. A prosecutor's wet dream is for a solidar- 
ity action to happen in the midst of a legal case. 
Any action dedicated to someone on trial or in a 
legal case will be fodder for the prosecution. That 
is just a fact, based on seeing it happen in many 
cases. Some people may like these actions — to 
them I say: to each their own. . 

EF!J: Your support group was one of the first to 
form following the December 2005 arrests, and it 
appears to be one of the most visible and effective 
prisoner support groups currently operating. Do you 
have any insight into why this is? Do you have any 
advice for folks doing prisoner support work? 

DM: My support group is a bunch of badasses 
led by my wife, Jenny — who, despite all claims 
that she is not an activist, is one of the best or- 
ganizers I have ever met! The shock of my being 
tipped out of our city was a major factor in the 
fast response to my arrest: I was arrested at 4:12 
p.m. on December 7, 2005, and the courtroom 
was packed the next day. My friends were able 
to mobilize a lot of the people 1 had worked with 
during the past five years in New York City. My 
family, employer, co-workers, fellow students 
and friends were out in full force, aided by the 
simple fact that my family got everyone this in- 
formation really fast. I remember being in jail in 
Eugene, Oregon, and not only finding out that I 
had a lawyer ready to be interviewed and hired, 
but that I had a website and listserv, and letters 
were already being generated for a bail hearing 
that I didn't even know was planned! My friends 
chose to fight like hell for me, and I think that 
made all the difference. Living in New York, a 
huge and rich city, they hosted more than 50 
benefits for me in the last two years and contrib- 
uted massive amounts to my legal defense fund, 
as well as those of many of the other Green Scare 
defendants. 

Is this something you can learn? I think good 
prisoner and defendant support grows out 
of deep relationships with people and a lot of 
mutual aid. I had put eight years into prisoner 
support, and I had met and w r orked with a large 
number of people in NYC against the Republi- 
can National Convention. I feel like the support 
I gave out was reciprocated. 

I would also like to see people who are not 
well-known receive a lot of support. That would 
be a good goal: Can we support those we do not 
know but who nonetheless deserve our support? 
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My best advice is to let the defendant/prisoner 
guide the work in some way, and to be flexible 
and work with their family and legal team. It's 
challenging but worth it in the end. 

EF!J: What's the best way that people can show 
their support for you? 

DM: I have received such insane support 
that I could never give anything but praise for 
those who have helped me out. I suppose the 
best way people can show their support is to 
engage in activism of some kind — the kind that 
is long-term and promotes ecological sanity in 
our society. Yup, it's a cliched answer for sure, 
and I feel silly writing it, but it's the truth. I 
get lots of mail, books and magazines. Really, 
another great thing is for people to get others 
to take a look at the Green Scare cases, and help 
those defendants and prisoners out. I also have 
a special place in my heart for Joyanna "Sadie" 
Zacher, Nathan "Exile" Block and Jonathan 
Paul, so keep an eye out for them and ask them 
what they need. For more information, check 
out www.greenscare.org. 

Finally, I want to ask that people consider the 
partners, wives, husbands, boyfriends, girlfriends 
and families of those indicted and imprisoned. 
\Ve are not in this alone, and our families and 
partners bear an awful burden. 

EF!f: This Summer, you were accepted into Antioch 
University McGregor's distance learning masters pro- 
gram. Can you tell us more about this ? Do you have 
any other goals or plans for your time in prison? 

DM: I was accepted into an environmental 
sociology program at Antioch University that is 
self-directed and attended a residency in April. I 
am responsible for recruiting my own instructors 
and creating syllabi, as well as keeping up with 
the workload like any student. I am on a leave of 
absence right now, due to my time in transit. I 
will be starting the program again in the Winter. 
The Antioch staff has been really open to work- 
ing with me and has not hesitated at all, despite 
the many obstacles that this program represents 
for me as an incarcerated student. With luck and 
hard work, it will take me a little more than two 
years. I am also lucky to have a crew of graduate 
students on the outside who have helped me tre- 
mendously with my writing and preparation for 
a graduate-level program. 

As for other plans, I am consistently exercising 
a lot these days and trying to take advantage of 
the track and many machines they have here. So 
far, I prefer rowing and a stationary bike, but I in- 
tend to add weights into the mix soon, too. The 
Bureau of Prisons makes you work, so I will be 
starting a job as an orderly tomorrow. Hopefully, 
that won't stop me from studying too much. I 
also intend to catch up on a huge reading list 
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and correspond with a lot of people that I have 
not been able to for some time now, due to my 
sort of frantic schedule on the outside. 

EF!J: What concerns you? What inspires you? 

DM: A major concern I have is that the cases 
that comprise the Green Scare will spread fear 
and paralyze people from action and organizing. 
Like Will Potter ("Green Is the New Red") has 
pointed out, legislation like the Animal Enter- 
prise Terrorism Act and the federal crime of ter- 
rorism (which I and most of my co-defendants 
received) have the potential to create a severe 
chilling effect on activism. It's difficult, because 
it's necessary to speak of what happened, but we 
have to balance that with the paralysis that can 
set in from too much analysis or worrying. I think 
that groups like my support crew learned during 
this ordeal that action is indeed the antidote to 
despair — that moving, struggling and advocat- 
ing for our friends' futures and the movement is 
what we need to do to combat this fear factor. 

I'm concerned that my case seems too com- 
plex, and, thus, people will get confused by 
things like the names of who cooperated or 
didn't, the names of the charges and will "check 
out." This does not bode well for a movement 
that needs to combat amnesia and stop history 
from repeating itself. Of course, so much of what 
is happening in our movement and society con- 
cerns me — ongoing and endless war, seemingly 
impending war in Iran, the day-to-day ecologi- 
cal destruction that is seen as normal, activists in 
our movement facing serious time in prison, the 
fallacy of white people wanting to build a 700- 
mile fence on our so-called border, and hearing 
the word "faggot" and other slurs more times in 
the last three months than in the last 15 years 
and that being seen as okay. 

Lately, I've been inspired by beautiful writ- 
ing about resistance and emotions. Something 
about this ordeal has really affected my sensi- 
bilities, and I find myself crying when I think of 
solidarity and the support I have received and 
things like sibling relationships, friends who 
have passed on this past year or so, and our pros- 
pects. I'm inspired by brave people — the quiet 
kind who seek no accolades and who keep at it, 
day after day, with no end in sight and with no 
victory assured. I'm inspired by the selflessness 
of my co-defendant Jonathan — who could have 
gone to trial and fought his charges further, not 
having the 30-year mandatory minimum count, 
but took the plea bargain to save us from spend- 
ing the rest of our lives in prison. Finally, I am 
inspired by my wife and partner, Jenny, whose 
dedication and support I am so appreciative of. 

EF!J: Is there anything else you want to say to 
Journal readers and the EF! community? 


DM: First off, I want to thank anyone who 
has picked up a pen to write to me or my co- 
defendants, has donated any money to help 
us pay for our lawyers, has sent supportive 
emails and letters, or has hosted benefits. 
Your support does mean something to me, 
and 1 will never forget it. I want to say that 
my co-defendants and I are human — just like 
you. We make mistakes; indeed, I have made 
many mistakes, like speaking to an old friend 
on a wiretap, allowing myself to grow overly 
cautious in my legal defense and not appreci- 
ating my wonderful life until so much of my 
freedom was ripped away. 

I did what I did — not cooperating — because I 
honor my word to my allies. There is nothing 
inherently different in me that influenced that 
decision. You too are capable of acting with 
integrity, and I implore people to truly think 
through the consequences of your actions and 
work on building deep relationships that are able 
to withstand the pressures of legal battles that 
may happen 20 years from now. I erred in allow- 
ing myself to get desperate and lash out at enti- 
ties that caused me great frustration. There are 
other ways of effecting change, although they 
may not give you the instant gratification that 
some actions will, nor will your actions be con- 
sidered the most militant. 

We need to have serious conversations about 
whether militantancy is truly effective in all 
situations. Certainly, direct action is a wonder- 
ful tool, but from my experience, it may not be 
the most effective one at all times or in all situa- 
tions. This opinion will land me in disregard by 
both the militants (many of whom are hyper- 
theoretical and, thus, their opinions exist in a 
sort of vacuum) and my enemies (who accuse me 
of playing both sides of the story). The truth is 
that things are more complex than that. In some 
instances, direct action is the most effective tac- 
tic. For instance, in 1999, I was involved in an 
action that destroyed a tremendous amofint of 
genetically modified (GM) grass and equipment 
belonging to the company testing it. The risks 
of the GM grass were verified, and groups even 
sued to stop it — claiming that the GM grass 
would inevitably spread to the forests and grass- 
lands, polluting them with herbicide-resistant or 
faster-growing GM grass. The action happened 
in 1999, but it took six years for the courts to 
rule in the plaintiff's favor, imposing a morato- 
rium on the growing of GM grass. Actions that 
are understood by the public and seen as logical 
can have a positive impact on pre-existing cam- 
paigns and struggles. 

On the other hand, I have to admit that I have 
been involved in some hare-brained actions that 
I am not proud of, that were fueled by an intense 
need to "just do something." We need to balance 
our need to do something about what we see 
happening with strategy and a healthy under- 
standing of the risks inherent in these actions. 
By "actions," I am not just speaking of sabotage 
but any action on any campaign. 

These discussions are the sort of articles that 
need to appear in the pages of the Journal. De- 
spite the fact that my particular case is over, it's 
imperative that we discuss tactics and strate- 
gies in a way that people can actually hear and 
listen to what each other are saying. Someone 
once told me that many activists are not into 
criticizing actions that have been taken by the 
ELF because they want to support the defendants 
and that any criticism of the actions may be per- 
ceived as a diss on the people. I appreciate the 
sentiment and the consideration, but I think, 
now that much of the case is over, we should 
soon start to have these dialogues. I, for one, can 
take any criticism levied on me regarding actions 
that I have been involved in. In that way, we can 
move the conversation forward on how to resist 
ecological destruction in a serious and principled 
way, without losing so many of our friends to 
prison, burnout and despair. 

Thanks for giving me the opportunity to share 
my views with everyone. Feel free to contact me 
at Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, Unit I, FCI 
Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, MN 55072. 

For more information, contact Family and 
Friends of Daniel McGowan, POB 106, New 
York, NY 10156; friendsofdanielmcg@yahoo. 
com; www.supportdaniel.org. 
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by Daniel McGowan 

There has been some discussion 
in radical circles — especially in the 
pages of the Earth First! Journal — 
about whether it is appropriate or 
accurate to use the term "Green 
Scare." The argument, as I remem- 
ber it, is that this backlash against 
radical environmentalists and ani- 
mal liberationists is too small or 
targets a population too narrow 
to constitute a "Green Scare" (see 
EF!J January-February 2007). Fur- 
ther, some argue that by using this 
term, we alienate potential support- 
ers and activists from other move- 
ments (see £F//May-June 2007). I've 
reflected on this for the last couple 
of months and also have had the 
opportunity to discuss the original 
letter with its author. 

Ironically, I appear to have been 
one of the first people to use the 
term — in a 2000-2001 edition of a 
newsletter I worked on called "Spirit 
of Freedom." It's immaterial whether 
I coined it or not — many people in 
different places at different times 
coin phrases or come up with ideas. I 
used the term to describe what I saw 
in the Northwest at the time: an in- 
creasing federal interest in incidents 
claimed by the Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF), greater demonization of activ- 
ists who would not condemn ELF 
actions or would speak in support 
of them, many new bills being pro- 
posed to increase fines and sentences 
related to ELF and anti-genetic engi- 
neering actions, and a growth in the 
wise-use industry with the creation 
of Stop Eco-Violence — an "astro-turf" 
organization run by a former public 
relations hack for Louisiana Pacific 
logging. Since then, I have only seen 
more events living up to the term 
"Green Scare." 

Arguing against the term, detrac- 
tors point to the limited number 
of people who have been arrested 
or caught up in various legal cases, 
such as the SHAC 7, Operation Back- 
fire and the Sacramento ELF pros- 
ecutions. While we are technically, 
looking at a number that is clearly 
not huge, we lose something when 
we start reducing lives to numbers. 
Consider that each defendant has 
a family, friends and is part of a 
community. The repercussions of 
these prosecutions extend way be- 
yond the number of defendants. I 
have seen this myself, as my family 
struggles with ways to explain my 
absence to my three-year-old niece. 


My case has four individuals whom 
the FBI considers "fugitives from 
justice," going so far as to place 
"Most Wanted" posters for them on 
the "domestic terrorism" page of its 
website. How many people are af- 
fected by their absence and the ha- 
rassment of the federal government 
in their attempts to arrest them? 
The impact of the Green Scare can- 
not be reduced to numbers. 

The federal government has 
strange priorities and is incredibly 
concerned with the growth of the 
radical environmental and animal 
liberation movements. As things 
get worse in our society and as our 
demands for ecological sanity and 
compassion for animals get ignored, 
many people inevitably lose faith 
in polite ways of effecting change 
and choose more radical methods. 
Knowing this, the government has 
used high-profile prosecutions like 
mine and the SHAC 7 case to spread 
fear, creating a serious chilling ef- 
fect on our movements. 

Let's look at some aspects of my 
case (Operation Backfire) that illus- 
trate my point: 

The initial arrests were conducted 
as part of a multistate operation 
that arrested seven people, sub- 
poenaed activists and made a huge 
media splash about the apprehen- 
sion of "domestic terrorists." The 
numbers would eventually grow to 
14 arrests, four fugitives and one 
unindicted tibersnitch named Jacob 
Ferguson. 

The case was "cracked" with the 
creation of a Joint Terrorism Task 
Force based out of Portland, Oregon, 
with participants from many agen- 
cies — including the FBI; the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives; Eugene and Portland lo- 
cal police, and Oregon state police; 
the US Forest Service and more. An 
estimated 40 agents have been cited 
as working on this case. 

Grand juries investigating this 
case cast a wide net, essentially 
serving as a fishing expedition for 
suspects. No one knows exactly 
how many people cooperated with 
them, only that one person — Jeff 
Hogg — did not and served six 
months in a crappy county jail for 
refusing to testify. 

The prosecution overcharged all 
of the defendants, not only with 
absurd numbers of arson counts 
(such as one count for each vehicle, 
not each incident) but also with 
the dreaded 924(c) count: "use of 


a destructive device." This count 
has a mandatory 30-year sentence 
for one count and a mandatory life 
sentence for two. Who would want 
to gamble their life on that with 
a jury? We called this charge the 
"snitch maker." The cop who ar- 
rested me said, "924(c)? Yeah, that's 
what Chris McIntosh was charged 
with and look, he pleaded to eight 
years." The implication was that 1 
should be smart, cut my losses and 
start cooperating. 

The prosecution and media called 
us "ecoterrorists," "domestic terror- 
ists" and, when they could get away 
with it, just plain old "terrorists.” 
For example, immediately after my 
arrest, federal agents raiding my 
New York City apartment told my 
neighbors that they were investi- 
gating a "domestic terrorism" situa- 
tion. In a national press conference 
about the case in 2006, then-Attor- 
ney General Alberto Gonzalez said, 
"Terrorism is terrorism, no matter 
what the cause." 

The government argued for a "fed- 
eral crime of terrorism" enhance- 
ment for eight of 10 defendants 
in my case. The legal definition of 
the enhancement was broad; if the 
judge thought our behavior was de- 
signed to coerce government behav- 
ior, we got it. I received it because 
one sentence in the communique 
for an action I was involved in refer- 
enced the Oregon and Washington 
legislatures. Many of us got this 
enhancement even for actions in 
which private businesses, not gov- 
ernment agencies, were targeted. 
Despite not being charged with 
domestic terrorism, we nonethe- 
less are now considered terrorists. 
The linkage of sabotage with ter- 
rorism in this case is a stunning 
legal and public relations victory 
for the government. 

Wiretaps, suicide, snitches — is 
this starting to sound like a Green 
Scare to you? 

The true effects of the Green 
Scare may not be felt for some 
time, but the fear is palpable in the 
Northwest. There seems to be very 
little resistance to ecological de- 
struction in a region that was full 
of grassroots campaigns against 
old-growth logging for the past 30 
years. On many occasions, I have 
heard how these cases have freaked 
people out. "Will I be prosecuted 
under the Animal Enterprise Ter- 
rorism Act?" "I've dug up a log- 
ging road. Will the government 


paint me as a terrorist?" When 
people are scared, they get para- 
lyzed. They wring their hands and 
theorize about horrible outcomes 
to their activism. So, we need to 
look at these prosecutions as more 
than the government's line of "just 
catching people who break the 
law." If we let them scare us into 
inactivity, then this Green Scare 
will be successful for the corpora- 
tions that continue to destroy the 
planet with impunity. 

In writing about this topic, I have 
inevitably focused on Operation 
Backfire, as it's what I know the 
most about. To get the full grasp of 
the Green Scare, you have to look at 
the other cases: Eric McDavid, who 
is facing years in prison on a con- 
spiracy charge orchestrated by a paid 
agent provocateur; Rod Coronado, 
who, after serving an eight-month 
sentence for a hunt sabotage (an 
unprecedented amount of time), is 
now fighting a 20-year "destructive 
device" charge for speaking about an 
incident he already served time for; 
the SHAC 7; and Tre Arrow, who is 
fighting extradition from Canada 
after having been charged with two 
ELF actions and who also faces the 
dreaded 924(c) charges, yet he as- 
serts his innocence! 

When discussing the appropriate- 
ness of the term "Green Scare," maybe 
we need to really take a step back and 
have a frank look at the effects of these 
new laws and prosecutions. While it 
doesn't compare in scope to the red 
scares of the 20th century, does that 
make it any less relevant to us now? 
If people find the term to be an ex- 
aggeration, talk to them about the 
lives affected by the prosecutions, the 
campaigns disrupted and opportuni- 
ties lost when we are organizing only 
around legal defense and not for pro- 
active campaigns — to end old-growth 
logging, for instance. 

If there is a bright spot to all of 
this, it's that, in its quest to destroy 
this movement, the government has 
succeeded in bringing a lot of peo- 
ple together. For that, I'm grateful. 
When it comes down to it, whether 
we use the term "Green Scare" isn't 
the point — it's that we acknowledge 
the impact these actions by the 
government and corporations have 
had on us and work for solutions to 
overcome them. 

Daniel McGowan is serving seven 
years for his role in ELF arsons at a 
lumber company and a hybrid poplar 
farm. For his address, see page 28. 
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SHAC Rolls Onward 

Average Folks \Nage a Not-So- Average Campaign 


by Darius Fullmer 

As I sit down to write this article, news comes 
that Huntingdon Life Science's (HLS) three larg- 
est shareholders have all abandoned that noto- 
rious animal-abusing laboratory (see page 11). 
That would make them, by my count, the 269th 
through 271st companies to do so since the be- 
ginning of the Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC) campaign. 

Contemplating these latest in a very long 
string of victories, I realize that I do not 
know who is running this campaign any- 
more. The folks who organized SHAC-USA 
sit in various federal prisons around the 
country, while across the Atlantic, their 
British counterparts sit in theirs. Yet the 
campaign is still moving forward. 

The amount of support my co-defendants 
and I have received from around the wor*d 
has been truly astounding. But, as we said 
from the beginning, the most important 
form of support anyone can give us is to 
do whatever is in their power to fight for 
animal liberation. So, 1 am thankful for this 
latest news — not only for the animals im- 
prisoned inside HLS who are now one step 
closer to freedom, but for my co-defendants, 
knowing that the day that the news of these 
latest victories finds its way to them will pass 
that much easier. 

The SHAC 7 case had nothing to do with crime 
and punishment. My co-defendants and I were 
prosecuted as a means to an end — that end being 
to put a stop to the campaign against HLS. The 
plan was to prosecute a few of the more public 
faces of the movement and scare the rest of them 
into silence — or so they were hoping. 


It is now becoming clear that the worst fears 
of the pharmaceutical industry and the govern- 
ment agencies that do their dirty work are coming 
true. Could it be that activists have seen through 
their fear-mongering for the hollow threat that 
it is? The fact that both aboveground and under- 
ground actions against HLS and their financial 
supporters continue tells us this is true. 

This fact has not been lost on the animal abus- 
ers. In order to show cause for a recent temporary 
restraining order filed against activists, they claim: 


"In May 2004, a federal grand jury indicted 
SHAC-USA and six of its individual members 
with 'animal enterprise terrorism,' stalking and 
conspiracy. On March 2, 2006, after a trial before 
a jury, these defendants were convicted on all 
counts. They were sentenced on September 13, 
2006, to an aggregate 24 years in prison. However, 
their incarceration did nothing to prevent other 
organizations and individuals... from stepping 


into their shoes and continuing their campaign 
of harassment and intimidation." 

What is it that they are so afraid of? Why have 
the governments of the US and the UK beea 
so concerned about this particular campaign? 
Consider this: HLS is currently more than $100 
million in debt. When it finally does go under, 
this will be the first time in history that a social 
justice movement has brought down a multina- 
tional corporation. 

Take a look at the people involved in this cam- 
paign. We are not the rich, the famous, the 
privileged or the holders of political power. We 
are students. We are blue-collar workers. We are 
average in every way. This terrifies the powers 
that be. People like us are not supposed to hold 
sway over corporate decision-making. People 
like us are not supposed to have a say. Yet, a read 
through the list of companies that have cut ties 
with HLS tells us otherwise: Citi (the world's 
largest financial institution), HSBC (the world's 
second-largest bank), Marsh (the world's largest 
insurance broker) and UBS Global Capital (the 
world's largest private bank). The notion that 
people like you and I can hold influence over 
such companies is their fear. . . and our victory. 

That victory is as real today as it was 
in May 2004, when federal agents came 
knocking on my door. The government 
wasted millions of dollars and countless re- 
sources to prosecute a handful of public 
spokespeople for this campaign. We are only 
six out of many thousands. The struggle has 
continued and will continue until HLS is 
closed forever. 

Darius, one of the SHAC 7, was released from prison 
on September 29, after serving one year for his role in 
the SHAC-USA campaign. 
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The Fab Four have nothing on the SHAC 7! 


by Andrea 

The SHAC 7 — Jacob Conroy, Dar- 
ius Fullmer, Lauren Gazzola, Joshua 
Harper, Kevin Kjonaas, Andy Stepa- 
nian and Stop Huntingdon Animal 
Cruelty-USA (SHAC-USA) — were in- 
dicted on a broad range of federal 
felonies on March 26, 2004. They 
were charged with conspiring to 
violate the Animal Enterprise Pro- 
tection Act (AEPA), conspiring to 
commit interstate stalking and con- 
spiring to use a telecommunications 
device to harass others. 

With the odds stacked against 
them from the beginning — the 
judge installed an anonymous jury, 
admitted nearly every piece of evi- 
dence the prosecution offered, and 
required only the defendants, their 
attorneys and supporters to go 
through a second metal detector 
placed at the courtroom doors — the 
SHAC 7 were found guilty of all 


counts on March 2, 2006. Later, 
they were given prison sentences 
ranging from one to six years (see 
EF!J November-December 2006). 
They started their sentences in No- 
vember 2006. 

Luckily, the story does not end 
there. Appeals are in the works, 
and the opening briefs were finally 
filed this past October. Trying to 
summarize the arguments in the 
appellate briefs would consume en- 
tirely too much space and put the 
average person to sleep. Suffice it 
to say the briefs, when combined, 
exceeded 700 pages and attempted 
to address the myriad errors the 
judge made in her rulings, the ex- 
traneous evidence that should have 
never come in, the inapplicability 
of the laws as applied and a full 
challenge to the constitutionality 
of the AEPA — not only as applied 
to these defendants but in general 
terms as well. 


The Center for Constitutional 
Rights, the National Lawyers Guild 
and the First Amendment Law- 
yers Association have thrown their 
weight behind the appeal by fil- 
ing an amicus curiae ("friend of the 
court") brief, arguing why the con- 
victions should be overturned and 
addressing the potential ripple effect 
the SUAC 7 convictions could have 
on other social justice movements: 

"The focus of this case is 
words — primarily, words posted 
to a website — used in the context 
of an emotionally charged politi- 
cal struggle. Appellants now sit 
in federal penitentiaries for using 
those words. 

"If appellants' convictions stand, 
virtually all Internet-based social 
justice campaigns are at risk of 
prosecution. Any social justice cam- 
paign that identifies an individual 
or organization as a target of a boy- 
cott or demonstration will be at risk 


of criminal sanction if a third per- 
son takes illegal action against that 
target. Anti-war website operators 
could be aiding and abetting a va- 
riety of crimes by reporting on an 
anti-war sit-in in a senator's office." 

Although the appeals are mov- 
ing forward, the fight is far from 
over. From here, we await a reply 
from the government, followed by 
a reply by the defense. Then, the 
appeals court will take the case un- 
der submission and will likely take 
months to render a decision. This 
is a big case — it involves thousands 
of pages of briefs, thousands of ex- 
hibits (pieces of paper introduced as 
evidence at trial) and the fact that 
this is the first time the AEPA has 
been challenged. All of this means a 
decision will likely be some time in 
the making. 

So, when will we know some- 
thing? Optimistic bets are Fall 2008. 
Keep your fingers crossed! 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

Support Them! 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners 
and prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners 
vary according to individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, 
books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the au- 
thorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting 
trial or sentencing, it is best not to discuss their cases dr related topics with them. 
Although some prisoners are listed together, they must be written to separately. 
The EF! Journal offers discounted subscriptions for prisoners. Please contact us 
for more information. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP Win- 
chester, Romney Rd, Winchester, 
S022 5DF, UK. Awaiting trial for al- 
leged conspiracy to blackmail people 
linked to Huntingdon Life Sciences 
(HLS). He has been moved to the 
above address. 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP 
Woodhill, Tattenhoe St, Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK4 4DA, 
UK. In December, Broughton was 
charged with conspiracy to blackmail 
and possession of explosives in con- 
nection with the campaign against 
Oxford University's primate lab. 

•Rod Coronado pleaded guilty in 
December, to telling people how 
to construct an incendiary device. 
For more information, visit www. 
supportrod.org. 

•Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP 
Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, Newport, Isle 
of Wight, PO30 5NX, UK. Serving an 
"indefinite sentence" of at least six 
years — with no fixed release date or 
upper limit — for arson against targets 
linked to the vivisection industry. He 
has been moved to the above address. 

•Julia Didrikson, of the UK, was 
sentenced to five months in Septem- 
ber, for sending threatening emails to 
companies linked to HLS. Her address 
was not available at press time. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #1306729, 
Lane County Adult Corrections, 101 
W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401, USA. 
Awaiting resentencing for an arson at 
a car dealership and the attempted ar- 
son of an oil truck. He has been moved 
to the above address. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.freefreenow.org. 

•Josephine Mayo and Suzanne 
Taylor, who are in prison for actions 
against the British vivisection indus- 
try, have asked to be removed from 
prisoner listings, so they can focus on 
their studies. 

•Eric McDavid, X-2972521 4E231A, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 
"I" St, Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. 
In November, McDavid undertook a 
two-week hunger strike to protest the 
jail’s ongoing refusal to provide ad- 
equate vegan food and medical treat- 
ment. His sentencing, for conspiracy 
to destroy the US Forest Service's In- 
stitute of Forest Genetics, a cell-phone 
tower and power plants, is scheduled 
for January 24. For more information, 
visit www.supporteric.org. 

•Chris "Dirt" McIntosh, #30512- 
013, USP Hazelton, POB 2000, Bruce- 
ton Mills, WV 26525, USA. McIntosh, 
who previously requested removal 
from this list, has asked to be rein- 
stated. He is serving eight years for a 
joint Animal Liberation Front (ALF)/ 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) arson of 
a McDonald's. For more information, 
visit www.supportchris.net. 

•Deborah Morrison, of the UK, was 
sentenced to eight months in Novem- 
ber, for sending threatening letters 
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and emails to companies linked to 
the vivisection industry. Her address 
was not available at press time. 

•Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, FCI 
Phoenix, 37910 N 45th Ave, Phoenix, 
A Z 85086, USA. Serving 4.25 years for 
the ALF/ELF arson of a horse slaugh- 
terhouse and meat-packing plant. He 
has been moved to the above address., 

•Joshua Rosenberg was charged in 
September, with vandalizing a Texas 
restaurant that serves foie gras. He is 
currently free on bail. 

•Martin Shaw, of the UK, is awaiting 
trial for attempting to destroy a test 
crop of genetically modified potatoes 
in July. He is currently free on bail. 

•Mark Taylor, who is serving four 
years for demonstrating outside the 
offices of companies linked to HLS, 
has asked to be removed from pris- 
oner listings. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynes- 
burg, PA 15370, USA. Awaiting the 
results of his May appeals hearing. 
Abu-Jamal, a politically active jour- 
nalist, was framed for the murder of 
a cop in 1981. For more information, 
visit www.freemumia.org. 

•Natasha Avery, NR8987, and 
Heather Nicholson, VM4859, HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK. Awaiting 
trial for alleged conspiracy to blackmail 
people linked to HLS. Avery is also serv- 
ing 16 months for using abusive words 
and behavior toward a fox hunter. 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Van- 
couver Island Regional Correction 
Center, 4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, 
BC, V8Z 5B2, Canada. Appealing ex- 
tradition to the US to stand trial for 
alleged involvement in the arsons of 
logging trucks and vehicles owned by 
a sand and gravel company. For more 
information, visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Sacramento Delfino Cano Hernan- 
dez and Oscar Santa Maria Caro, 
CERESO, Miahuatlan de Porfirio Diaz, 
Hall B, Cell 5, Oaxaca, Mexico. Await- 
ing trial on unknown charges stemming 
from the popular resistance in Oaxaca. 
Santa Maria is a known member of Re- 
sistance Against Animal Torture. 

•Briana Waters' trial for alleged 
involvement in an ELF arson at the 
University of Washington’s Center 
for Urban Horticulture is scheduled 
for February 4. For more information, 
visit www.supportbriana.org. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John 
Smith, TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, 
TB4886, HMP Lowdham Grange, 
Lowdham, Nottingham, NG14 7DA, 
UK. Serving 12 years for conspiracy to 
blackmail a supplier of guinea pigs for 
vivisection. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI 
Victorville Medium L POB 5300, 


Adelanto, CA 92301, USA. Serving 
four years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with Stop 
Huntingdon Animal Cruelty (SHAC). 
For more information, visit www. 
supportjake.org. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI 
Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, 
USA. Serving 4.5 years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from her work 
with SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.supportlauren.com. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Downview, Sutton Ln, Sutton, Surrey, 
SM2 5PD, UK. Serving 5.5 years for 
conspiracy to damage vehicles owned 
by people linked to HLS. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI 
Sheridan, POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from 
his work with SHAC! For more infor- 
mation, visit www.joshharper.org. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, 
FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, 
MN 55072, USA. Serving six years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from his 
work with SHAC. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportkevin.com. 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, 
FCI Butner Medium II, POB 1500, 
Butner, NC 27509, USA. Serving 
three years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with SHAC. 
For more information, visit www. 
andystepanian.com. 

Ecodefense 

•Grant Barnes, #137563, San Carlos 
Correctional Facility, POB 3, Pueblo, 
CO 81002, USA. Serving 12 years for 
the ELF arson of SUVs. 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359-086, 
FCI Lompoc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lom- 
poc, CA 93436, USA. Serving nearly 
eight years for ELF arsons at an SUV 
dealership and a hybrid poplar farm. 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. 
Serving 18 years for using explo- 
sives to target nuclear facility power 
lines and for the alleged murder of a 
Swiss border guard. Camenisch reads 
French, German, Spanish and Italian 
fluently, as well as some English. 

•Ibai Ederra and Julio Villanueva, 
Carcel de Pamplona, C/San Roque 
Apdo 250, 31080 Irunez, Pamplona, 
Navarra, Spain. Serving nearly five 
years for sabotaging machinery at the 
Itoiz Dam construction site in 1996. 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, 
Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN 55072, USA. Serv- 
ing seven years for ELF arsons at a 
lumber company and a hybrid pop- 
lar farm. For more information, visit 
www.supportdaniel.org. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell, Admin Max Unit, 
POB 27137, Ft. Worth, TX 76127, 
USA. Serving nearly nine years for 
violating her parole by dumping a 
cup of red paint over the security 
apparatus of a federal court and 
making warnings ("threats") of 
weapons of mass destruction. In 
2004, Woodson completed 20 years 
for disarming a Minuteman II mis- 
sile silo with a jackhammer, mailing 
warning letters with bullets inside 
to officials, and robbing a bank and 
burning the money. 

•Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360- 
086, FCI Dublin, Camp Parks, Unit 
E, 5701 8th St, Dublin, CA 94568, 


USA. Serving nearly eight years for 
ELF arsons at an SUV dealership and 
a hybrid poplar farm. 

II Silvestre 

II Silvestre is an Italian eco-anarchist 
group whose members have been framed 
for a variety of direct actions. In May, 
Alessio Perondi and William Frediani 
were found guilty of terrorist conspiracy 
and participating in direct action. They 
are under house arrest pending their ap- 
peal. Ragusa and five others who are free 
on bail are awaiting trial for allegedly us- 
ing explosives to damage power lines. 

•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Cir- 
condariale, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 27058 
Voghera (PV), Italy. Serving more than 
two years for an arson at a corporate 
office and organizing an anti-genetic- 
engineering protest. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck© 
Clan, #07909-051, USP Beaumont, 
POB 26030, Beaumont, Texas, North 
America. Serving 80 years for aggra- 
vated assault of federal agenfs, escape 
and bank robbery. Chubbuck fun- 
neled money that he stole from banks 
to the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army in Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP 
Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 
17837, USA. Peltier, an American In- 
dian Movement activist, is serving 
life in prison after being framed for 
the deaths of two FBI agents killed 
during the 1975 Pine Ridge siege. 
For more information, visit www. 
freepeltier.org. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for 
the murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 
years to 100 years each. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Ja- 
net Holloway Africa, #006308, and 
Janine Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI 
Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, 
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, 
PA 19426, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM49 7 4, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frack- 
ville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI 
Dallas, Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, 
PA 18612, USA. 

Political Prisoners 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 
1C, WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 
54, Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. 
Before receiving a life sentence in the 
early 1990s for shooting a stalker in 
self-defense, Thompson was active 
in animal rights and environmental 
campaigns. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup- 
port Network, elp4321@hotmail.com; 
www. spiritof freedom . org. uk. 

•National Jericho Movement, POB 
1272, New York, NY IOC! 3, USA; 
www.thejerichomovemgnt.com. 

•North American Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Support Network, 
naelpsn@mutualaid.org; www. 
ecoprisoners.org. 
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announcements 


rhe RNC Welcoming Committee 
Wants to Visit You! 

Winter/Spring 2008 

The Republican National Convention 
RNC) Welcoming Committee is delighted 
o announce an early-2008 tour of these sto- 
en lands we call the United States. Between 
he end of January and the (as-yet-unnamed, 
)ReNC-like) event we're planning for May Day 
veekend, we'd like to cover the entire country, 
egion by region, spreading anti-RNC fervor 
ind gathering feedback, information and re- 
ources for next September's anti-RNC protests 
n St. Paul, Minnesota. The more networking 
ind exchange we have now, the stronger we'll 
)e come convention-crashing time! 



Understanding that most people can't make 
t out to Minnesota before the convention, we 
;ee this tour as an opportunity to bring the Wel- 
:oming Committee to your hometown, and to 
rring your thoughts, ideas and voices back to 
Minnesota. We’re prepared to do everything, 
tom a basic "What the RNC Will Look Like" 
presentation, to strategizing and infoswapping 
sessions, to one-on-one discussions with folks 
organizing for the protests. Additionally, we'd 
ove to see the tour stops incorporate workshops 
ind skillshares — street medic, direct action, con- 
sensus, you name it— that address the needs and 
nterests of people in your community. While 
ve don't expect funds (or lack thereof) at any 
one stop to be a deal-breaker, we would appre- 
:iate any help in paying for this thing and in 
saving up for anticipated costs at the RNC. And, 
pf course, we'd like somewhere to rest our heads 
pccasionally along the way! 

If you'd like us to stop in your city, town- 
ship or Hooverville, or if you just have ques- 
tions or concerns, email us at tour@riseup. 
net. Join our announcements list by emailing 


rnc08-subscribe@lists.riseup.net. If you just 
want to stay informed, visit www.nornc.org/ 
the-tour. 

Help Defend Our 
Wild Friends in Indiana! 

February 1-3 • Southern Indiana 

Southern Indiana is home to one of the larg- 
est predator hunts in the country. The Indiana 
Predator Hunters Association will be sponsoring 
a three-day coyote and fox hunt on February 1-3. 
Come to Indiana this Winter and let these sense- 
less murderers know what you think of them! 
Residents of Southern Indiana will be fighting 
to stop the slaughter of hundreds of our furry 
friends. Join the fight! 

For more information email hoosierhuntsab@ 
yahoo.com. 

11th Annual National Conference on 
Organized Resistance 
March 7-9 • Washington, DC 

The National Conference of Organized Re- 
sistance (NCOR) is an annual event that brings 
together people from all backgrounds for a week- 
end of learning and discussion of local and inter- 
national social justice issues through workshops, 
panel discussions and skillshares. NCOR is held 
on the main campus of American University, in 
northwest Washington, DC. 

For more information, or to request a table or to 
set up a workshop, email ncor@mutualaid.org. 

13th Annual Bay Area Anarchist Bookfair 

March 22-23 • San Francisco 

Bound Together Books is hosting the annual 
Anarchist Bookfair in San Francisco, on March 
22-23. It will be held in Golden Gate Park, at 


the San Francisco County Fair Building (at the 
intersection of Ninth Avenue and Lincoln Way). 
The weekend will feature more than 50 anar- 
chist publishers and vendors, and will include a 
spoken- word program. There will be a free bike 
valet service, a kids/family space, a cafe and no 
cover charge. 

A six-foot table for both days costs $ 100. For more 
information, contact the Anarchist Bookfair Com- 
mittee, c/o Bound Together Books, 1369 Haight St, 
San Francisco, CA 94117; (415) 431-8355. 

Fossil Fools Day: Worldwide Day of 
Resistance to the Fossil Fuel Empire 
April 1 

For more than a century, the fossil fuel industry 
has been fooling with our lives. From extraction 
to combustion, it has poisoned our air, polluted 
our water and altered the Earth's climate to the 
detriment of all life. It is time that we turn the 
tables and unmask the real fools. 

There is no doubt that fossil fuels are the 
primary source of climate change. If there is 
to be any hope of averting a complete climate 
meltdown, we must immediately stop burning 
fossil fuels. Despite melting ice caps, unprec- 
edented species extinction, droughts and ex- 
treme weather, it is clear that the governments 
and corporations of the world will not do this 
voluntarily. Instead, we must join together in 
collective action to create a better world. 

On April 1, join thousands around the world 
in shutting down the fossil fuel empire. From 
your local gas pump to international coal ports, 
communities will be taking direct action to show 
that we aren't fooling around. Plan an action in 
your town! ■ 

Formoreinfo,contactcleancars@globalexchange. 
org; www.fossilfoolsday.org. 



S/n , (Jefno/*y of\_ (/o/n'ca < Vfo/ie/y f/ptf/SOO/’J 


BY THE STOKELY FAMILY 

We are very sad to note that Earth 
Firstler Monica Stokely, of Jackson- 
ville, Florida, died on October 25, in 
Ferndale, Washington. She was 26. 
Monica's life followed an extraordi- 
nary path of passionate service to 
the environment and those less for- 
tunate than her. She will be greatly 
missed by her friends and family. 

Monica demonstrated her love 
of animals and the environment 
in many ways. As early as elemen- 
tary school, Monica organized 
the family's recycling program. 
When she was in middle school, 
Monica volunteered at a local hu- 
mane society on weekends. In her 
adult life, Monica volunteered at 
Paynes Prairie State Park, the Sara- 
sota Aquarium and Florida Wildlife 


Care, rescuing and rehabilitating 
animals of all types — from turtles 
to owls to opossums. 

In Spring 2006, Monica did land- 
based support with Dine grand- 
mothers resisting relocation on 
Black Mesa in northern Arizona. 

Later that year, Monica attended 
the Earth First! Round River Ren- 
dezvous in Virginia, with her dog, 
Barney. Monica shared her Poi 
fire dancing one night with the 
group, with the flames from her 
poi making exciting forms in the 
dark. Monica's commitment to re- 
cycling was demonstrated during 
this event as well, as she organized 
much of the camp's recyclable 
trash. The week ended with a pro- 
test of one of the large coal plants 
in the area, of which Monica was 
an integral part. 


Monica spent December 2006, 
in New Orleans, where she helped 
gut some of the homes damaged by 
Hurricane Katrina. She also shared 
sewing craft projects with some of 
the kids there. 

Monica loved being in the natu- 
ral world and traveled throughout 
wilderness areas in North America. 
She hiked both the Appalachian 
and Pacific Coast trails, and enjoyed 
camping in many of our beautiful 
state parks. 

Monica's family has set up a memo- 
rial website at www.monicastokely. 
com, with pictures and links to some 
of the causes that Monica was most 
passionate about. 

In memory of Monica, contribu- 
tions may be made to the Univer- 
sity of Florida Foundation, Inc., with 
a memo that they be used for the 


Monica Stokely Memorial Schol- 
arship, and mailed to the Florida 
Fund, Attention: Melissa Tyrone, 
POB 14425, Gainesville, FL 32604. 



Monica Stokely 
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7 spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an outdoor school. It was not a 
survival school, because I died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 
egocentric. I died to the pursuit oj the civilized lifeway. 

"I became alive to many other things— became alive to the Circle, I became alive 
to the native lifeway. / became alive to the connectedness oj all things. I became 
alive to trusting, ■ being and the now. 

“My heart is fill. I have much to share, more than words can say. ” 

-Coyote Three Feathers a.k.a. John Herron (Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

Could a year in the wilderness do this for you too? 
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715 - 546-2944 
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You'll help out the Journal as well as hook up a 
prisoner for a year. 
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O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

O Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 


Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
Online: www.earthhrstjournal.org 
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circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 


www.peacesupplies.org 

Misanthropic t-shirts, stickers, buttons and more. 

We do custom printing. 


The Earth First! Journal currently 
has an opening for a new member 
of our editorial staff. It could be you! 
Being a part of the Journal is full of 
rewards — working on a consensus 
basis with a tight collective to create 
a publication essential to the radical 
environmental movement. Our new 
long-term editor ideally will have 
publishing experience, be personally 
compatible with existing staff, have 
excellent editing skills, be computer 
literate, have a sense of humor and 
be able to commit to at least a year 
and a half. As a collective, all of the 
work is shared, so a motivated, hard- 
working individual is required! 

We also welcome people with a variety 
of talents and activist experience to 
come and work for one issue of the 
Journal as a “short-term” editor. This 
adds to the diversity of voices and 
energy in the Journal. The waiting 
list can be long, but it also depends 
on how flexible your schedule is and 
when you will be available. 

To apply, send your resume with a 
letter of interest to the Earth First! 
Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
Please forward a writing sample, 
activist history and the names of some 
activists who can vouch for you. For 
more information, contact (520) 620- 
6900; collective@earthfirsfloumal.org. 
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DIRECTORY 


Find tke 


ARIZONA 
Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, A Z 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebasta|4s@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com 

CALIFORNIA 

ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
info@freemindmedia .org 
Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 

(530) 241-1007 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 822-1513 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 

smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 

2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 

info@smartmeme.com 

COLORA DO 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado.edu 

CO NNE CTI CUT 

Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 

(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 

FLORIDA 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 

822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

I LL INO I S 

Chicago EF! 

1740 W Greenleaf Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 

(773) 465-7774 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books SrCommunity Center 
310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Roadblock EF! 

roadblockef@yahoo.com 

KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 


EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one! 


Maine EF! 

POB 8064, Portland, ME 04104 

maineef@y ahoo.com- 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreeSpace.org 

MARYLAND 

Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 East Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 

xanok_punkx@riseup.net 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

Rising Tide Boston 

boston@risingtidenorthamerica.org 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & 

Media Project 

3022 Cherokee St, Saint Louis, MO 63118 

mberry@riseup.net 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 


Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

POB 344, New York, NY 10J08 

(201) 928-2831; activism@wetlands-preserve.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raliegh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 

Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
risingt ide@mountainrebel . net 
OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
ef@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 


POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
collective@greenanarchy.org 
Rising Tide Cascadia 
cascadia@risingtidenorthamerica.org 
Stumptown EF! 

(503) 704-9513; stumptownef@riseup.net 

PENNSYLVANIA 

EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup .net 

Species Traitor/Black and Green 

POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 

primalwar@hotmail.com 

RHODE ISLAND 

Ocean State EF! 

oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 

TENNESSEE 

Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Lone Star EF! 

lonestaref@gmail.com; www.huntsab.org/lonestaref.htm 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 

Blue Ridge Earth First! 

blueridgeef@yahoo.com 

WASHINGTON 

The Evergreen State College 

Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, . 

Olympia, WA 98505 
(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 
The Last Wizards 
james@lastwizards.com 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 

PROJECTS 6 
CAMPAIGNS 

Challenging Oppression Within 

earthfirstcow@yahoo.com 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(925) 376-7329 
Rising Tide North America 
POB 16851, Asheville, NC 28816 
contact@risingtidenorth america.org 
Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 
info@rootforce .org 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 
BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
GroenFront! Belgium 
2007@groenfront.be; www.groenfront.be 
CANA D A 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca; ottawaearthfirst. 

blogspot.com 

CZEC H REPUBLIC 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 
atgblue@yahoo.com 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton, BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GERMANY - 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ICELAND 

Saving Iceland 


savingiceland@riseup. net; 
www.savingiceland.org 
NETHERLANDS 
ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 

Amsterdam, Netherlands 

31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 

GroenFront! Netherlands 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

2007@grdenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 

N IG E RIA 

Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 
environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56 
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul, South Korea 
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include; exposure for local and regional campaigns; free advertising 
space in the Journal-, merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more information, 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Donny, Joanna, Josh, Sophia, and xTIM COMPOSTx, eds., 

Earth First! 28, no. 3(1 March 2008). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7249 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 
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LAKOTA FREEDOM DELEGATION 

Declares Withdrawal From Fill US Treaties 


BY ES 

On December 19, the Lakota 
Freedom Delegation presented a 
document to the US State Depart- 
ment, announcing Lakota with- 
drawal from all treaties with the 
US. The delegation does not speak 
for the Bureau of Indian Affairs-rec- 
ognized Lakota governments, but 
rather tries to represent what the 
Lakota people want. 


The document also reasserts the 
Lakota people's right to an area that 
spreads over much of the states of 
Nebraska, North Dakota, South Da- 
kota, Montana and Wyoming, as af- 
firmed in the broken treaties. 

The declaration preamble reads: 

We, as the freedom-loving Lakotah 
People, are the predecessor sovereign of 
Dakota Territory, as evidenced by the 
treaties with the United States govern- 
ment, including but not limited to the 


Treaty of 1851 and the Treaty of 1868 
at Fort Laramie. 

Lakotah formally and unilaterally 
withdraws from all agreements and 
treaties imposed by the United States 
government on the Lakotah People. 

Lakotah, and the population therein, 
have waited for at least 1 55 years for 
the United States of America to adhere 
to the provisions of the above-referenced 
treaties. The continuing violations of 
these treaties' terms have resulted in 
the near annihilation of our people 
physically, spiritually and culturally. 
Lakotah rejects the United States' ter- 
mination by appropriation policy from 
1871 to the present. 

In addition, the evidence of gross vio- 
lations of the above-referenced treaties 
is listed herein. Lakotah encourages 
the United States of America, through 
its government, to enter into dialogue 
with Lakotah regarding the boundar- 
ies, the land and the resources therein. 

Should the United States and its sub- 
ordinate governments choose not to act 
in good faith concerning the rebirth of 
our nation, we hereby advise the United 
States government that Lakotah will 
begin to administer liens against real 
estate transactions within the five- 
state area of Lakotah. 

Lakotah, through its government, 
appointed the following representatives 



Canupa Gluha Marti cuts up his 
driver's licence at a press conference. 

to withdraw from all the treaties with 
the United States of America, based on 
the Vienna Convention on the Law of 
Treaties entered into force in 1980 and 
the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples of 2007: 

Teghiya Kte Canupa, heretofore 
known as Gary Rowland; 

Canupa Gluha Mani, heretofore 
known as Duane Martin, Sr.; 

Oyate Wacinyapin, heretofore known 
as Russell Means; 

Mni Yuha Najin Win, heretofore 
known as Phyllis Young. 

Two members of this delega- 
tion agreed to be interviewed by 
the Earth First! Journal to explain a 
continued on page 22 



STUMPTOWN EF! 


Brings Christmas Cheer to NW natural 

r 



NW Natural is blockaded by old Christmas trees. The company would cut 
thousands of acres of old growth to build its liquid natural gas pipeline. 


by Stumptown EF! 

Blockading a building is 
still easy. Certainly, there 
is plenty of work that goes 
into it: materials to gather, 
deployment and escape to 
be planned. You need to pre- 
pare press releases and legal 
support, and you need to get 
as many people as possible 
together without tipping off 
the authorities. 

But blockading a building 
is still easy. 

On January 22, Stumptown Earth First!, in co- 
alition with Cascadia Rising Tide, dropped off 
more than 60 Christmas trees in front of the 
doors of NW Natural, a company in Portland, 
Oregon, that is threatening to clearcut thou- 
sands of acres to build new pipelines for lique- 
fied natural gas (LNG). 

The trees were in place (stacked nearly to the 
top of the doors!) and the rental truck was away 


before the first police arrived on the scene. This 
was at lunchtime, downtown, a few blocks 
away from the police station. A bright Win- 
ter sun was out, and a curious crowd began to 
gather. We leafleted and spoke to people about 
the issue. 

A representative from NW Natural eventually 
came out and talked to our spokesperson, feeding 
her lie after lie. "You have to get your facts straight," 


the ex-cop from the corpora- 
tion said condescendingly. 

"We have our facts 
straight," an Earth First!er 
replied. It is no surprise that 
corporations lie about their 
investments to one sector 
of the public while bragging 
about them to another. 

Two brave souls climbed 
trees embedded in the side- 
walk on the public property 
across the street to hoist a 
banner (clearly visible to the 
NW Nasty employees in their 
tower) that proclaimed, "There's Nothing 'Green' 
About Clearcuts; No New Pipelines for Liquefied 
Natural Gas." Although they were unpleasantly 
arrested upon their descent — one of them was 
thrown against the window of a nearby coffee 
shop — both were released with minor charges in 
a matter of hours (and who wouldn't be proud to 
have "criminal mischief' on their record?). 

continued on page 7 
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Reintroducing... the Earth First! Primer! 


/ :r 


In the Summer of 1999, 1 encoun- 
tered my first piece of Earth First! 
propaganda. I was already commit- 
ted to doing my part to halt the de- 
struction of this Earth, but I didn't 
know how to go about that or where 
to plug in. 

I'd gone door to door with Clean 
Water Action and helped out in other 
campaigns spearheaded by nonprof- 
its, but none of that felt right. None 
of that felt like enough. 

Then, I stumbled across this 
Earth First! propaganda. I knew 
immediately that Earth First! was 
what I'd been searching for. It 
wasn't that somebody new came 
along and turned me on to this; I 
was simply exposed to these new, 
inspiring words. These words en- 
couraged me to find my local Earth 
First! group and become involved 
with it. If there wasn't a group in 
my area, it was suggested that I 
start one. Well, I did! 

That first group didn't last more 
than a month or so, but when I re- 
turned to my home city in the Fall, I 
tried again. This one took off. The DC 
Area Earth First! Collective was active 
for a good while. I'm really proud of 
what we accomplished, and I'm still 
friends with many of the people I 
threw down with back then. 


Since I've been working at the Earth 
First! Journal, I've found that first is- 
sue of the Journal that I remember 
reading. I was surprised to discover 
that it didn't include any language 
encouraging me to find or start an EF! 
group. I'd always assumed that it was 
the Journal that was that first piece 
of propaganda I had found. Now, I 
was left wondering where that stark 
encouragement had come from. It 
wasn't until we started reworking the 
primer that I discovered that that was 
what had gotten it all going for me. 
Someone must have given me a copy 
of the 1998 primer. It was essentially 
a lodestone, showing me the way to 
enact what I hadn't quite developed 
words for. 

This is more or less the purpose 
of the primer in the first place.; 
The primer — possibly more than 
the Journal — is the essential tabling 
item. It explains to newcomers 
what Earth First! is, what we do, 
and why and how we do it. It 
spells out how to take those jiim- 
bled sentiments and urges, and 
craft them into finely honed tools 
to defend the Earth (and have fun 
while doing it!). 

For this printing of the primer, 
we've assembled what we feel are the 
most powerful elements of primers 




that have been printed in the past, 
and we brought our ideas before other 
EF!ers at the Organizers' Conference. 
Hopefully, this will allow each of us 
to get the most out of this crucially 
important organizing tool. 

The primer clearly illustrates 
the urgency of the Earth's situa- 
tion and what we can do about it. 
Forming an Earth First! group, do- 
ing direct actions and connecting 
with others who are doing similar 
work are all accessibly addressed. 
For this latest primer, we've also 
put in a section about the respon- 
sibility each of us has in challeng- 
ing oppression in our groups and 
our movement. 

So, check out the new primer in 
the center of this issue. We have 
thousands more available at the 
Journal. They will also be available 
in Spanish. We encourage you to 
table with them, give them out at 
actions or gatherings, and spread 
them far and wide. Let us know 
how many you want, and we will 
be super happy to send you lots of 
bundles. We only ask that you cover 
the postage costs. 

I hope this new Earth First! primer 
inspires you to get out there and take 
action in defense of the Earth! 

— Donny 
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Resistance to Development 
in British Columbia 


by The Three Banditos 

Spaet Mountain is located 12 miles 
north of Victoria on Vancouver Is- 
land, British Columbia, Canada, in 
traditional Lekwungen (Songhees/ 
Esquimalt) indigenous territory. 
Long before Victoria existed, Coast 
Salish people (of which the Lekwun- 
gen are considered a part) regarded 
Spaet Mountain and other sites in 
the area as sacred. In 2001, the Bear 
Mountain Corporation bought title 
to the land from the Tsartlip Band 
Council (the "official" government 
of one of the many Coast Salish 
bands in the area). 

The Bear Mountain region is a 
part of the current development 
boom happening all around British 
Columbia that is associated with a 
thriving economy and the upcom- 
ing Olympics in 2010 (see EF!J July- 
August 2007). The whole area seems 
to be following the typical white 
settler mentality of "Earth first, and 
we will pave .the rest later." Bear 
Mountain Resorts has already be- 
gun building its massive complex, 
which includes a golf course, spa, 
restaurants, businesses, condos 
and mansions for the super rich. 
In 2005, Bear Mountain Resort pre- 
sold $140 million worth of condos 
in one day and expects to sell $1.8 
billion in real estate in the next 10 
years. The chief investors are a mix 
of current and former professional 
hockey players — a truly Canadian 
situation. * 

In November 2006, Songhees ac- 
tivist Cheryl Bryce discovered the 
partial destruction of Spaet Cave on 
Bear Mountain. In order to protect 
the site, meetings were held with 
developers, and the option of gov- 
ernment protection was explored. 
Unsurprisingly, these talks led 
nowhere. The government stood 
firmly behind the Bear Mountain 
Corporation. Len Barrie — the pri- 
mary investor in and CEO of the 
Bear Mountain Corporation, as 
well as former hockey player and 
uber-rich asshole — stated in a press 
conference that: first, no cave ex- 
ists; second, if the cave did exist, 
it would be turned into a tourist 
attraction and the water pumped 
out for the golf course; and third, 
on his property, he will blow up or 
bulldoze whatever he likes. 

In order to stop developers from 
further destroying the cave, Song- 
hees and Tsartlip members organized 
a predawn blockade on November 
16, 2006, stopping work around 
the cave for several days. The next 
day, the Bear Mountain Corpora- 
tion served $1 -million lawsuits to 
Songhees and Tsartlip members. It 
then initiated injunctions to autho- 
rize the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) to arrest protesters 
and to ban Cheryl Bryce from set- 
ting foot on the mountain. 

Eventually, negotiations began 
between representatives of the local 


band councils, the Canadian govern- 
ment and the developers. However, 
many in the indigenous communi- 
ties did not even know they were 
taking place. By December 1, it was 
clear that the band council chiefs 
had sold out. In exchange for ap- 
proximately $8 million toward 
infrastructure, involvement in a 
potential casino and a "sacred site 
display" in the residential area of 
the development, they agreed to 
forego all future claims and aban- 
don Spaet Cave. As a final act of 
disrespect, the Bear Mountain Cor- 
poration pumped the water out of 
the sacred cave and filled it with old 
tires and tree stumps from the now- 
destroyed surroundings. 

Cultural Importance 

As well as being on Lekwun- 
gen territory, the proposed Spen- 
cer Road interchange — the current 
site of a treesit — directly affects the 
watershed used by the Tsartlip 
Nation. Near the path of the inter- 
change is a large, vibrant Garry oak 
ecosystem, with a bountiful supply 
of common and great camas. The 
highly poisonous death camas has 
been systematically removed by the 
Lekwungen to avoid accidental poi- 
soning. On Vancouver Island, camas 
is limited to the southern tip. It is 
the symbol for a land that was once 


strong but is now a suburban waste- 
land of yuppie condos — a land that 
will die if hockey players and devel- 
opers have their way. 

Down the hill from the Garry 
oaks is a land of cedars, and it is 
easy enough to spot many culturally 
modified trees (trees that have either 
had planks or bark strips removed 
from them in traditional Coast Salish 
fashion). With the death of the ce- 
dars comes the death of traditional 
clothing, canoe making, basketry, 
housing and much more. 

Another issue that has been 
brought to the forefront in this 
struggle is Langford Lake Cave. Sev- 
eral Lekwungen elders have stepped 
forward and stated that this cave 
was traditionally used by their fami- 
lies, only to be ignored. But it is not 
only cultural significance that this 


cave contains. It is part of a large 
karst (limestone) system that cleans 
and drains water into the Gold- 
stream River watershed, now one of 
the few salmon runs in the Victo- 
ria area. Without clean, cool water 
flowing into the Goldstream River, 
salmon die, indigenous spirit dies 
and forests die of starvation from 
not receiving the salmon carcasses 
that once fed them. 

Recent Situation 
and Struggle 

The first platform of the Spencer 
Road treesit was set up in April 2007, 
which was well before work on the 
interchange was slated to begin. 
Citing safety concerns, workers 
from the city of Langford attempted 
to seal off access to the cave on May 
31. Camp members successfully 
stopped the work crew from enter- 
ing the forest, and shortly thereaf- 
ter, a tripod was erected above the 
entrance to the cave. 

Over the Summer, the number 
of campers and visitors fluctuated 
anywhere from three to 25 people. 
The Summer and early Fall were 
very quiet at the sit. There were 
semiregular visits by the Langford 
Municipal Bylaw officers, who were 
coming by to make their presence 
known and to collect information 
for the RCMR 


In November, the city of Langford 
announced that construction would 
commence on the interchange on 
December 7, but the date was later 
changed to December 1. Then, camp 
members hoisted three new plat- 
forms into the trees. Near the en- 
trance of the woods, a large tipi was 
erected to provide shelter to ground 
crew and visitors. Everything was 
well-prepared for December 1: All 
platforms were stocked and occu- 
pied, and someone was prepared to 
enter the cave and lock down. Noth- 
ing happened that day, but things 
started picking up by mid-December, 
with daily unfriendly visits from law 
officers and the RCMP, who were at- 
tempting to collect information for 
a court injunction. 

Over the holiday season, the 
sit saw a lot of action, including 


two public rallies held in Lang- 
ford. There were several occasions 
where campers forced surveyor 
teams to leave. Most of the stakes 
and ribbons that surveyors placed 
have since been removed from 
the forest. Due to the increase in 
unfriendly visits and constant ha- 
rassment by law enforcement, a 
barricade was constructed at the 
entrance to the forest. Logs and 
stones were removed from the 
forest and placed at the entrance, 
and a trench the width of the road 
was dug. Shortly after the barri- 
cade was erected, the RCMP came 
and almost drove into the trench. 
Campers started heading back into 
the forest with the police pursuing 
them. A spotlight was turned on 
and temporarily blinded the po- 
lice, who eventually gave up due 
to the "dangerous" terrain and 
their inability to see. One ground- 
crew member was detained, but no 
one was arrested. 

On December 15, the Bear Moun- 
tain Corporation office in Lang- 
ford was "festively decorated" by 
unknown people. A communique 
stated that the vandalism was in 
solidarity with the treesitters, but 
"even more so, [it was] in solidarity 
with all those resisting ecological 
destruction [and] resisting the con- 
tinued colonization of Coast Sal- 
ish territories and all the 
indigenous territories 
across Turtle Island." 

In the new year, things 
have slowed down a bit, 
but we are expecting 
them to pick up again 
relatively soon. We are 
still in need of help and 
support. We especially 
-s need people to commit 
to stay for longer periods 
of time, and we can al- 
ways use more rope, cable 
and climbing equipment. 
Solidarity actions are en- 
couraged; these kinds of 
developments are hap- 
pening everywhere. 

Those living under the 
colonial oppression of the Canadian 
and British Columbian governments 
are finding more and more that 
the genocidal, ecocidal tendencies 
of these entities are leading to golf 
courses, ski resorts and weekend 
getaways for the rich. In Sutikalh, 
the St'at'imc are fighting the Sun 
Peaks Corporation. So, too, are 
the Secwepemc in Skwelkwek'welt. 
Warriors of many nations are fight- 
ing the 2010 Olympics. In Jordan 
River, in the Comox Valley, the 
Earth is under attack. There is a 
war on the coast, and it is only just 
beginning. 

For more information, visit www. 
firstnations.de; www.treesit.blogspot. 
com; www.spencerspond.ca. 

The Three Banditos are locals who 
have been involved with the treesit 
since its early days. 



Bear Mountain treesit site 
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Dear People, 

A few months ago, you ran 
a piece about how it was that 
Morris Dees and the South- 
ern Poverty Law Center had 
become a center-right ap- 
pendage of the government, 
even enthusiastically labeling 
and chasing "ecoterrorists" 
along with the worst money- 
grubbing Nazis out there 
(see EF'.J July-August 2007). 
(Huh?!?) I was over this. A 
while ago, Dees was working 
intensively on domestic ter- 
rorism — specifically against 
blacks. They made some fed- 
eral friends doing the same 
things. He wanted to grow 
and have more influence; 
they wanted more legitimacy 
with those liberals out there, 
rapidly swinging right right 
right off the edge of the world 
and into the abyss. 

This is how Dees got the 
money. He applies for the 
grant. They say, "Hey Morris, 
could you spread some lies 
about Waco, Texas, for us?" 
"Sure," says Dees and gets his 
$30 million. 

Other greedy, mealy- 
mouthed liberals have done 
the same thing, too. Alex 
Jones, yuppie hero that he is, 
was jest bitchin' and a-railin' 
about how those durned an- 
archists occupied a building 
and lived in it (the honor)! Be- 
fore the World Trade Organi- 
zation protests, you shoulda 
heard the yuppie pigs, the 
Democrats and the unions 
whining about that one (oh, 
the horror!). Our poor, seam- 


what it is like to be raised and 
to live as a woman in this soci- 
ety, and honestly, it is not my 
responsibility to "help" you 
understand. I suggest read- 
ing Egalia's Daughters: A Sat- 
ire on the Sexes. Petronius's 
experience, although it may 
seem ridiculous as you read it, 
is very much what it is like. 

And secondly, the correla- 
tion with how women and 
the environment are treated 
within mainstream indus- 
trial society are one and the 
same. The Earth is seen as 
something that provides for 
us, to be "used," "tamed," 
"controlled" and "raped," as 
are women. We will not win 
the fight to save species and 
environments without de- 
feating the system that op- 
presses women, indigenous 
communities, people of color 
and, yes, you too. 

Anonymous, I am sorry 
that you feel so threatened by 
feminism and women's de- 
sire to have equal power, live 
without fear and be powerful 
agents of change within the 
Earth First! movement. I wish 
you well with that. 

Keep lovin', keep fightin’. 

Your ecofeminist editor of 
last issue, 

— Felicia Fox 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Hi ya "wild earth".org 
oxymoron toxic waste bag 
techno-fascist liars!! 

Take me off your mailing 
list, if I'm on it. 

Sincerely, 


In the article, I suggest a 
political tactic — a necessary 
one, if we're to progress to any 
large-scale effectiveness. If you 
come upon a bulldozer bear- 
ing down on an old-growth 
forest, would not the most 
effective tactic be to take over 
the driver's seat ? Then, to turn 
the machine around and drive 
it over the cliff? 

Isn't that wh'at multination- 
al corporations have done with 
the people’s government? 

The repressive terrorist law 
can be changed. We can pro- 
mote ecological sanity. I urge 
EFiers to jump onto your lo- 
cal political system and mon- 
keywrench it with green ideas 
and fresh, wild activists! 

Again from Daniel: "In this 
way, we can move the con- 
versation forward on how to 
resist ecological destruction 
in a serious way without los- 
ing our friends to prison." 

— Harry Helmet III 

To Whom It May Concern, 
Should mountain climbing 
be banned, not only because 
of the danger to human life 
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in exploring how to take it 
down, asks how we can find 
and exploit bottlenecks and 
fulcrums (leverage points). 

For me, the answers to 
these questions are neither 
obvious nor easy to come up 
with. Nonetheless, it is essen- 
tial that we find the answers, 
for therein lies our way out 
of the malignancy in which 
we're embedded. 

It doesn't necessarily take 
huge numbers of people — 
occasionally one or a few 
can hit a sweet spot in effec- 
tiveness and trigger a major 
change or a mass movement. 

Very nourishing, all of 
it. Thank you for putting it 
out there! 

— Arden Buck 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

While I value the origins 
of Greenpeace and the inten- 
tions of many of its founders, 
I found the article in the Brig- 
id edition for the Journal hard 


the petty squabbles put 
aside to benefit the 
whales, for instance? 
The problem is, in my 
opinion, that Sea Shepherd 
had the potential to disrupt 
Greenpeace's media spectacle 
of painting the side of whal- 
ing boats with slogans and 
such. (Of course, these photos 
of the whales, whaling boats 
and Greenpeace's zodiacs are 
all so integral to Greenpeace's 
fundraising, which seems to 
be the main unspoken reason 
for noncooperation.) 

Second, Greenpeace has 
either remained silent or 
made horrible comments 
to the media regarding Op- 
eration Backfire indictments. 
Executive Director John 
Pascantando, in particular, 
made it clear that our actions 
were abhorred by his group. 
(The quotes are in a 2005 
CounterPunch article by Mi- 
chael Donnelly — eas- 
ily searchable online.) 
1 can understand if 
Greenpeace has tacti- 
cal differences of opin- 
ion — that's fine. But to add 
fuel to the fire by admonish- 
ing our choice of tactics and 
attempting to pretend that 
most of my co-defendants 
and I [don't] have long his- 
tories in the abovegTound 
environmental movement is 
offensive. Greenpeace should 
be silent or spin the ques- 
tions back on the issues if it 
can’t express solidarity with 
other activists. 

That said, I hope peo- 
ple lend their support to 
Sea Shepherd's campaigns. 
Greenpeace crew members: 
You can always leak the coor- 
dinates of the Japanese whal- 
ing fleet this year! 

— Daniel McGowan 

Ona MOVE! 

My revolutionary best to all 
at Earth First! and to all who 
struggle for freedom and jus- 
tice everywhere and for all life\ 
In solidarity, and on all levels, 
we must see to what we can 


less, perfect, fascist, yuppie 
delusion of perfection has 
been shattered, and reality 
threatens once again. 

Fuck Morris Dees, fuck lib- 
erals, fuck Democrats and 
fuck yuppies. I am a-gonna 
get old and wear out, but I 
will always be an anarcho- 
socialist, because the alterna- 
tive is always so much worse. 


— David G. Pearson 

Dear SFB, 

If the movement is to gain 
real traction, we must stop 
bickering and do things that 
experienced activists like 
Allapattah and Daniel Mc- 
Gowan tell us. I think of old-' 
timers as tribal elders. 

From Daniel’s article, I 


(especially during the Winter 
months), but also because of 
the fact that the mountain is 
being defaced? 

Sincerely, 

— Robert Dawson 

Hello Good People, 

I found lots of food for 
thought in your Brigid issue, 
especially the articles by Al- 


to believe (see EF!J January- 
February 2008). The author 
seems to call into question 
the criticism of Greenpeace 
as corporate and not radical 
by the liberal use of "scare 
quotes." That criticism is 
well-founded and deserved, 
from Greenpeace’s direct mail 
campaigns to its reputation 
of playing poorly with any 


do to bring about the com- 
plete elimination of this rotten 
reform world system for the 
good of all life ! To all engaged 
in the work for life/freedom/ 
justice, thank you! Now all 
take care and stay strong! En- 
joy life! 

Ona MOVE! 

In solidarity, 

— Phil Africa 


Fuck them. 

— Lyle Courtsal 

Amerikkka: fascist authori- 
tarian culture masquerading 
as democracy. (Something's 
missing: freedom.) 

Dear SFB, 

This is in response to the 
letter by "anonymous" in 
your most recent issue where- 
in he (and yes, 1 am assum- 
ing you are a "he" by your 
expressed views) wrote, "I'm 
concerned... about the re- 
cent trend toward feminist 
editors.... Exclude men and 
you'll lose strength" (see EF!J 
January-February 2008). 

First off , if you had done your 
research into feminist theory, 
you would be well-aware that 
feminism isn't about exclud- 
ing men. It's about sharing 
equal power with men. As a 
person socialized as a man 
with ingrained male privilege, 
you most likely have no idea 


quote, "We must think of 
long-term actions that pro- 
mote ecological sanity in soci- 
ety." And from Allapattah: "It 
may involve some less thrill- 
ing 'paper wrenching"' (see 
EF!J January-February 2008). 

It seems as though Daniel 
and Allapattah had the same 
dream. A famous person once 
said, "You will never achieve 
your goal until you actually 
see it." Allapattah visualized 
many important goals for the 
movement, such as: rewild the 
continent, avert species ex- 
tinction, defend the wild and 
oppose industrial expansion. 

A few months ago, I submit- 
ted an article for publication in 
the EF!J suggesting the use of 
politics! For many EFiers, get- 
ting involved in "the system" 
makes them cringe, but again I 
quote Daniel: "There are other 
ways of effecting change, al- 
though they may not give you 
the instant gratification." 


lapattah and Atlatl. In each 
case, we were given a cogent 
analysis of our situation, fol- 
lowed by thoughts as to how 
we might respond and what 
kind of actions need to be tak- 
en. Their conclusions follow 
closely those of Derrick Jen- 
sen's in Endgame: that working 
on symptomatic manifesta- 
tions of the problem, an issue 
at a time, won't cut it. We also 
need to get at the root cause of 
the pathology that is destroy- 
ing our Earth. 

For Allapattah, it involves 
blocking the expansion of 
globalized infrastructure, 
and he offers some unusual 
thoughts on this (e.g., paper- 
wrenching). Atlatl identifies 
the developing global eco- 
nomic system as the root 
cause, and the question he 
poses can lead to insight as 
to how to disable it. Jensen 
identifies the problem more 
grandly as "civilization" and, 


grassroots organization to its 
recent media stunts in the 
Antarctic. I don't doubt the 
Journal receives lots of emails 
about Greenpeace's media 
stunts — I just don't see how 
these four rewritten press re- 
leases represent a "return to 
its direct-action roots." 

In particular, there are two 
specific situations I find trou- 
bling about Greenpeace these 
past couple of years. First is its 
refusal to coordinate any as- 
pects of the campaign to shut 
down Japanese whaling in 
the arctic with Sea Shepherd. 
While Greenpeace dined on 
whale meat last year (not a 
joke!) and responded to the 
Nisshin Maru’s distress call, it 
wouldn't, however, share the 
coordinates of the Japanese 
whaling fleet. I understand 
the relationship between 
Captain Paul and Greenpeace 
is long, bitter and compli- 
cated, but at what point are 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

I think somebody needs 
to call the wahmbulance for 
Daniel McGowan, griping 
about the hardships of his 
newfound status as a "po- 
litical prisoner." He ought to 
start by taking a good look 
around at the other prison- 
ers who surround him "1,200 
miles away from home," just 
to see how damned lucky he 
is to have the kind of sup- 
port that many people would 
dream of — some inmates get 
no mail, have no visits. In fact, 
some are continents away 
from home. 

More importantly, take a 
moment to look back at his- 
tory: Only 25-30 years ago, 
radicals were being sentenced 
to life (or so many decades 
that it was essentially so) for 
actions not that far off from 
what we've done. Now, look 
back 100 or 1,000 years and 
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consider the price our fore- 
bears paid for their resistance, 
and you'll see they paid with 
their lives — either by execution 
or death on the battlefield. 
Seven years? Yeah, it's a drag 
to go to prison, but that is the 
price some will have to pay as 
a result of the weakness and 
treachery of others. I, for one, 
only have to remember what 
my situation was six or eight 
months ago: locked down 
22 hours every day, only an 
hour outside each week where 
I couldn't even see the sky 
without a cage above me, in 
order to count my blessings to 
be in a place that is somewhat 
tolerable. I have coffee and 
chamomile tea, for fucksake. 
My ancestors would've been 
chained to the wall at New- 
gate Prison with rats crawling 
all over them! 

The loss of freedom is in- 
deed a small price to pay for 
the liberation and utter joy 
I've experienced in my life — 
most will never live a frac- 
tion of it. Eighteen months 
ago, the enemy told me that 
I'd be spending my life in 
prison — 35 to life, or life plus 
1,000 years. I want to remind 
folks of that fact in light of 
the seven years, eight months 
I am now' serving. 'Tis a far 
better life to pay with a few 
extra (eight or 33) months 
in captivity than to sacrifice 
one's honor — something that 
may never be regained. 

No apologies in defense of 
Mother Earth. 

— Sadie 

Dear SFB, 

Please cancel ray tree pris- 
oner subscription to the EF! 
Journal, as I have been find- 
ing it to be cruel and unusual 
punishment lately. Whatever 
happened to biooentrism? 
Not only do I not give a shit 
about feminism, fags or tran- 
nies, but I'm fed up with 
seeing Daniel McGowan's self- 
aggrandizing liberal diatribes 
in every issue. Last I checked, 
your support page for prison- 
ers had 41 of us listed — yet 
besides the occasional letter 
or article by a few of the other 
high-profile men, Daniel is 
disproportionately represent- 
ed in your pages. I have no 
further desire to contribute 
beyond this last letter, after 
the Journal wanted to edit the 


joint statement written by 
my husband [Nathan "Exile" 
Block] and I — and when it was 
published, it was littered with 
mistakes (see EF!f September 1 
October 2007). In county jail, 
I was glad to read the Journal 
again, after not seeing it for 
a while — mostly invigorated 
by. the international news 
and action reports? But lately, 
every time I've received it, it 
has only served to ruin the 
rest of my day — and I really 
have a lot better 
things to read and 
think about rather 
than stewing over 
how my actions 
are represented in 
your pages. 

I am not an "ac- 
tivist." I don't think I ever 
was. Arsonist, yes — even ter- 
rorist. I can embrace those 
terms, though I prefer the 
proper spelling of "terra-ist." 
I took these actions, putting 
my life and freedom at risk, 
but that is a measly sacrifice 
compared to the lives of all 
the nonhuman beings who 
are being destroyed at at least 
the same rate as they were in 
2001. There seems to be far 
too much emphasis on the 
A1 Gore-level hype on "glob- 
al climate change" and not 
enough on biocentrism and 
direct action: the belief that 
any authority that mediates 
or controls your life counter 
to your will is an illegitimate 
authority, and the best way to 
deal with that is to oppose, re- 
sist and actively fight against 
that authority. 

Arson did not cease to be 
a viable tactic after the last 
one I participated in — or af- 
ter I was arrested and impris- 
oned, for that matter. More 
shit should burn, and there 
are enough targets out there, 
with more being built every 
day. Arson is not "wrong." 
The arsons I was involved in 
were not wrong or based on 
"faulty research" or ideol- 
ogy, and those who condemn 
such actions align themselves 
on the side counter to libera- 
tion, ultimately champion- 
ing "reason" as a remedy. 
One note on Romania, the 
most oft-dissed action relat- 
ed to "Operations Backfire": 
I have no one to answer to 
for that besides Free and my 
own conscience. Period. In 


particular, people (former 
comrades included) can blab 
all the day long about what is 
"right" and "wrong" for the 
"movement" — but there is no 
movement, only flame. 

It is deeply disappointing to 
see my co-defendants speaking 
from a position of weakness, 
now that they are living in a 
cage. I find it just as pathetic 
to see my co-defendant dis- 
avowing arson, whining and 
apologizing, as it was to see 


others lying about sex abuse to 
get lighter sentences and sym- 
pathy from feminists within 
the- environmental commu- 
nity. Each and every day is a 
battle to overcome the con- 
straints that society and civili- 
zation try to bind us with, and 
of course, in prison, the struc- 
tures are only more acute. 

There seems to also be a 
prevailing attitude that de- 
fendants should do whatever 
they can to get a lighter sen- 
tence — whether that means 
informing on others, apolo- 
gizing or crying to the judge, 
with the Santa Cruz 2 often 
quoted as predecessors (used 
as examples by both Mc- 
Gowan and Darren Thurston, 
ironically.) Look more closely 
at this now, and it reeks of a 
materialist outlook — the idea 
that it's OK to fuck over any 
and all, as long as you come 
out on top or, in this case, 
with the least amount of 
time. Whatever happened to 
integrity? To meaning what 
you say or do, and standing by 
it — no matter how many years 
have passed, no matter what 
the consequences may be? 
I could never have foreseen 
that all those I had known 
(or thought I had known) as 
badasses, would turn out to 
be weaklings and traitors — all 
the more absurd in light of 
how transparent the enemy 
truly is. Yes, county jail and 
prison suck, but those of us 
who were forced to remain 
in captivity were not tortured 
or deprived of much beyond 
vegetarian meals — a far cry 
from the tales of hot lights, 


starvation and waterboarding 
that abound these days. 

I am where I am today, in- 
deed who I am today, because 
of what I ’believe in. I carry 
on the torch of my forebears 
who fought for millennia 
against tyranny and civiliza- 
tion. The enemy may cage 
my body for a few years, 
but my spirit and resolve to 
battle the very essence of all 
that destroys the Earth and 
its living beings will live on 
eternally. Like the 
little match girl of 
Hans Christian An- 
dersen's fable, only 
in the flames was I 
able to glimpse the 
visage of my ances- 
tors beckoning to 
me — the green fire tangible as 
the hated symbols exploded 
in destructive rapture, trans- 
formed finally into some- 
thing beautiful to behold. 

No apologies in defense of 
the wild! 

— Sadie (alias Joyanna Zacher) 

Dear SFB, 

No Josh, it does not "sound 
good" at all (see £F7/ January - 
February 2008). Earth First! is 
an environmental group, not 
a support group. We come 
together to focus on threats 
to wilderness, biodiversity, 
roadless areas, forests, deserts, 
oceans, global climate, etc., 
not gender issues. Yes, gender 
issues are important, and I’m 
glad people fight gender dis- 
crimination. However, that 
is not why we are involved 
with Earth First!. We are here 
to put the Earth first, not our 
gender, not ourselves, but the 
Earth... first. 

The planet needs our help 
now, however we choose to 
identify ourselves. So, wel- 
come to EF!, gender benders! 
Now, let's get to work! 

— Jim Flynn 

Dear SFB, 

Yes, thank you, Josh; well- 
written editorial last issue. I 
was enraged when I read Mi- 
chael Donnelly's assessment 
of EF!. Why do people think 
that an effort to deepen and 
widen our understanding of 
liberation and oppression 
suddenly means that we're 
"more concerned" about one 
fucked-up aspect of our soci- 
ety (gender oppression) over 


another (Earth oppression). 
To me, the more we under- 
stand the faces of oppression, 
the better equipped we are at 
liberating our Earth. It's a false 
division that the needs of the 
Earth are different and more 
important than the needs of 
people. Biocentrism actually 
means that our view of how 
the Earth should be treated 
parallels how humans should 
be treated, because humans 
are not separate from nature. 
Keeping us feeling safe and 
dignified is just as important 
as the "natural world" or eco- 
defense, as Donnelly calls 
it. He's hardly embraced the 
depth of biocentrism or un- 
derstood that we're fighting 
for a balanced ecosystem, not 
one that is dominated by hu- 
mans — or particular kinds of 
humans (in this case, gender- 
conforming;. There is an im- 
portant connection between 
the way society treats mar- 
ginalized people and the way 
it treats the Earth. 

The more Earth First! ex- 
plores that and understands 
how that connection works 
the stronger we'll be. Our 
movement will not be revolu- 
tionary if we refuse to look at 
ourselves and root out the in- 
ternalized racism, sexism and 
homophobia that we have all 
been exposed to. Not looking 
at how people-on-people op- 
pression affects our behavior 
and organizing keeps us from 
broadening our movement, 
our impact, our sustainability 
and our credibility. 

Fighting against oppression 
against people is biocentrism; 
it's just looking at another 
piece of the interconnected 
and beautiful whole that is 
.our Earth. As Judi Bari said, 
"It's about time for the ecol- 
ogy movement (and I'm not 
just talking about Earth First! 
here) to stop considering it- 
self as separate from the social 
justice movement. The same 
power that manifests itself 
as resource extraction in the 
countryside manifests itself 
as racism, classism and hu- 
man exploitation in the city. 
The ecology movement must 
recognize that we are just one 
front in a long, proud, his- 
tory of resistance." Let's con- 
tinue the work that Judi Bari 
started, and keep fighting! 

— ROCKDOVE 
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San 

Pedro WSHoQg public disrupts 



A lion attends the 1-10 meeting to say, "No!" 


by Elegant Trogon 

S outhern Arizona is a land of transitions- 

just past the westernmost edge of the great 
American prairie, the southern edge of the 
Rocky Mountains and the northern edge of the 
Sierra Madre. Here in the subtropics, species from 
both temperate and tropical regions mingle. 
South and east of Tucson, the desert peters out 
into the wetter Sonoran-Chihuahan grasslands. 
Above it all rise the Sky Islands, oases of water 
and forest amid a sea of desert and grass. 

Through this region, the San Pedro River runs: 
the last wild, undammed river in the desert 
Southwest. From its headwaters in the Mexican 
state of Sonora, it flows north across an artificial, 
politically contentious line 140 miles to the Gila 
River, then west to the Colorado. 

This combination of climate and habitat re- 
gions — plus a concentration of precious, life- 
giving water — has served to make the San Pedro 
watershed one of Earth's most diverse ecosystems. 
More than half of all birds in the US — 400 spe- 
cies — either live in or migrate through the river 
basin. The watershed has the second-highest di- 
versity of land mammals on the planet. 

Clearly, what this area needs is another inter- 
state highway, right? 

Nope, we locals don't think so, either! Which 
is why San Pedro Wild joined more than 100 
other angry area residents to pack the room and 
disrupt a meeting of the Arizona State Transpor- 
tation Board on December 21. 

Qaa Mn Wild tend iu nwpeue to tin 

♦^Department of Homeland Security's (DHS) 
insane and ongoing construction of a border 
wall across the San Pedro Riparian National Con- 
servation Area, and the Arizona Department of 
Transportation's (ADOT) equally mad plan to 
route an Interstate 10 bypass highway through 
the river valley. Our mission is to protect the 
biological and cultural diversity of the San Pedro 
Valley and its surroundings. 

The bypass plan is still in its earliest stages, and 
ADOT claims that it hasn't yet decided whether 
to build the road or not. The proposal entails 
building hundreds of miles of new highway in an 
arc that misses not only the cities of Tucson and 
Phoenix, but everything in between — making it 
useless to anyone living in or wanting to visit the 
two largest population clusters in southern Ari- 
zona. This bypass would serve only to devastate 
the sensitive ecologies of the region and destroy 
the rural communities along its route. 

Opposition to the plan has been fierce from the 
start, spearheaded primarily by rural residents 
and environmental nonprofits. But grassroots 
urban opposition, particularly of the protest 
variety, had been lacking. So when we learned 
that ADOT would be presenting the findings of 
its "preliminary feasibility study" to the State 
Transportation Board on December 21, we knew 
we had to be there. 

Because ADOT's plans are still in an early stage, 
and since we didn't have a lot of advance notice, 


meeting on 1-10 bypass 


we decided not to get too ambitious with our in- 
augural protest. A few people with signs, we fig- 
ured, would be enough to send the message that a 
new element of opposition had entered the fight. 
Since media coverage would be great, too — espe- 
cially if we could get some more radical sound 
bites out to the general public — we issued a press 
release and made follow-up calls to reporters. To 
make sure that our physical presence would be 
imposing, even if only a couple of people showed 
up, we secured several large puppets. 

When 13 of us arrived at the meeting early on 
a Friday morning, we were thrilled to see more 
than 100 other anti-road folks waiting outside. 
Amusingly enough, because the mainstream 
newspaper story about the morning's events 
didn't bother to clearly distinguish between the 
protesters holding signs and everyone else who 
had come to oppose the road, it made it sound 
like there were 130 protesters gathered outside! 
When was the last time the corporate media in- 
flated our numbers by 10 times? 

The moment our puppets arrived, the cops 
rode over on their motorcycles and insisted on 
searching them for bombs. This absurd situation 
became even more comical when it turned out 
that their bomb-sniffing dog had already been 
sent home for the day, and the cops had to pat 
at the puppets by hand. After this token repres- 
sion was completed — doubtless just to remind 
us who was in charge — we were allowed to get 
on with our protest. As the doors to the meeting 
opened, people filed by us and cheered our signs, 
including "1-10 Bypass = Death" (in the arms of a 
giant Death figure) and a banner reading "Roads 
and Walls No! Wild Rivers Yes!" 

But the real drama of the day took place inside 
the meeting, not out in the welcome but frus- 
trating Winter drizzle. 

The meeting opened with ADOT's presenta- 
tion of the study's findings. Even the agency's 
own officials and consulting firm acknowledged 
that a bypass wouldn't offer much traffic relief 
and would traverse sensitive lands, and that 
"opposition" or "strong opposition" had been 


"And you need to hear it!" 

Lane said that his decision was final, pointing 
to the back door "for those who don't like it." 

"Why don't you go out it then, and leave us to 
have our own meeting?" 

The yelling escalated, and 100 people joined 
in with rhythmic clapping. For several min- 
utes, we kept the meeting in a state of disorder, 
then shouted a few last warnings as we filed 
out the door. 

"See you next time!" we said, and, "You're not 
going to build this road!" 

o matter where an I- 10 bypass is placed, 

the harm it causes would go far beyond its 
immediate damage to local communities and 
ecologies. 

One of ADOT's stated motivations for the by- 
pass is to "serve the expected rapid... land de- 
velopment" in southeast Arizona, but it's far 
more likely that the road is intended to enable 
development. By punching through and degrad- 
ing currently protected areas and increasing the 
accessibility of relatively remote regions, the by- 
pass would open vast tracts of land to develop- 
ers. It's no coincidence that the board member 
who proposed the bypass, Si Schorr, is a powerful 
local real estate lawyer. 

ADOT's major aim, however, is probably to al- 
low the ever-increasing volume of truck freight 
to skip the severe traffic in the Tucson and 
Phoenix metro areas-. As ADOT presenter Dale 
Buskirk noted several times, 1-10 is a "major 
[national] trade corridor." At a public meeting 
in November, Buskirk said that having 1-10 as 
the only route across Arizona puts the econo- 
my "in jeopardy," as a single accident, downed 
bridge or other traffic blockage can shut down 
trade for days. 

This explanation makes far more sense than 
any of ADOT's lines about reducing traffic for 
residents. The US Department of Transportation 
recently named 1-10 one of its six "Corridors of 
the Future," highways earmarked for a surge in 
federal funding to increase their capacity to deal 



expressed to all four proposed routes. While the with heavy truck traffic. 

three routes through "The trade and tourism corridors 


the San Pedro Valley 
have garnered the most 
controversy, ADOT not- 
ed that even the fourth 
route would have to 
pass through either 
the Tohono O'odham 
Nation reservation or 
land earmarked for 
conservation. 

After the presenta- 
tion, Board Chairman 



are becoming so congested that they 
are having an effect on our economy," 
US Transportation Secretary Mary Pe- 
ters said in Tlicson, in September. 

We certainly don't want to enable 
the government to move more trade 
produced by exploiting the people 
and land of Latin America, Asia and 
elsewhere! When officials speak of 
trade in Arizona, they're talking 
mostly about the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) — 


Joe Lane opened the 

meeting for public comment, stating that only 
one person from each group would be allowed 
to speak. This contradicted a promise he had 
made earlier to members of the Cascabell Work- 
ing Group, who had driven for nearly two hours 


which continues to wreak havoc on 
neighboring Mexico, pushing more desperate 
migrants north every year. With DHS walling off 
more and more areas like the San Pedro riparian 
corridor, these migrants are increasingly forced 
into deadlier parts of the desert, and the death 


from their homes in the San Pedro Valley to at- 
tend the meeting. After hearing fewer than 10 
comments, Lane announced that the 1-10 bypass 
agenda item was finished, even though he still 
had more than 50 public comment request cards 
in his hand. 

Voices from the back of the room began shout- 
ing their disapproval, saying that Lane had 
promised to hear one representative from each 
group and pointing out that this was not the 
first promise he had broken that morning. More 
voices soon joined them, with the outraged pub- 
lic demanding that everyone, not just those af- 
filiated with organizations, have a chance to get 
their say. 

"But you're all saying the same thing," Lane 
responded petulantly. 


toll continues to mount. 

Last but not least, we know that strengthen- 
ing the globalized economy won't benefit the 
people of Arizona, who would be better served 
by a greater reliance on local and sustainable 
resources — especially as oil and water continue 
to run out in the next few years. Down with the 
globalized economy! Up with bioregionalism! 

For all of these reasons and more, we are not 
going to sit around and wait for ADOT to "of- 
ficially" decide to build this road before we keep 
upping the pressure. A handful of signs and 100 
angry people is simply a prelude. The battle for 
the San Pedro has only just begun. 

Elegant Trogon is a refugee from the tropics now 
living in the North American West. Or is it the other 
way around? 
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a major showdown over the beau- 
tiful and much-admired predators. 
By abandoning the jaguar recovery 
plan, the USFWS is attempting to 
avoid a public relations nightmare 
that could threaten the Real ID act 
itself. Until the agency is held ac- 
countable, fragmentation of jaguar 
habitat by the border wall, housing 
developments and other threats is 
likely to continue, while conserva- 
tion planning will be crippled. 

Kevin has lived in the Sonoran Des- 
ert for more than a quarter century and 
loves all its plants and animals, except 
buffel grass and that one plant whose 
seedpods stick to your socks and crumble 
into itchy bits when you try to take them 
off. Laurel's home range is the Siskiyous, 
where the rivers flow year-round. 

Photo courtesy Emil McCain, Bor- 
derlands Jaguar Detection Project/Jag- 
uar Conservation Team. 


by Laurel and Kevin 

For the first time in the history of 
the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) has officially decided 
against the recovery of an 
endangered species. A de- I 
cision signed in January by 
USFWS Director Dale Hall 
ends the development of 
a recovery plan for the 
jaguar, North America's 
largest cat and an elu- 
sive feline resident of the 
southwestern deserts. The 
decision demolishes any 
effort to aid the recovery 
of the jaguar in all of its 

"This is a jaguar death 
sentence,” said Michael 
Robinson of the Center for Biologi- 
cal Diversity. 

To justify this death sentence, 
the USFWS claims that the jaguar's 
historic and current range lies en- 
tirely outside of the US. However, 
this claim is widely accepted to 
be false. Verified reports indicate 
a historic breeding population far 
north of the border. A female jag- 
uar with kittens was killed near the 
Grand Canyon at the turn of the 
last century, and the last confirmed 
female jaguar in the US was shot in 
the White Mountains of Arizona 
in 1963. Reports of sightings and 
shootings dropped off sharply in 
the 1970s, as landowners began to 
fear consequences from the newly 
passed ESA. 
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Stumptown EFI's banner drop across front NW Natural 

continued from page 1 

Shortly before the arrests were made, 
the police were overheard consulting with 
the representative from NW Natural, asking 
what the company wanted done with us. The 
police are the lackeys of the corporations; 
there is no objective "law" that they adhere 
to, only the interests of the wealthy. Once 
again, this is no surprise. 

The Palomar pipeline, the Oregon LNG 
pipeline and the Pacific Connector, which 
total more than 600 miles of pipe, will cross 
thousands of rivers and wetlands and will 
require wide clearcut construction corridors 
through public lands, including roadless ar- 
eas and old-growth forests. 

The Palomar pipeline project is proposed 
to connect NorthemStar's Bradwood Land- 
ing terminal, near the mouth of the Colum- 
bia River, to the Transcanada pipeline, which 
begins in earnest in Alberta. In addition, it 
is positioned to snake through Mount Hood 
National Forest, cutting across late succes- 
sional reserves, and would border proposed 
wilderness areas. 

The Pacific Connector, attached to the 
Jordan Cove proposal in Coos County, de- 
mands a 95 -foot clearcut construction cor- 
ridor through Rogue River National Forest, 
’amath National Forest and Umpqua Na- 
;nal Forest. 

We did this action to let NW Nasty know 
what they're in for if they continue to invest 
in LNG. The Christmas trees may have been 
chipped within a few hours of our departure, 
but we'll be back. We cannot allow these 
corporations to dredge the rivers, level the 
forests or promote the false hope that an im- 
ported fossil fuel could ever be sustainable. 

For more information, contact Stumptown 
EFi, stumptownef@riseup.net. 


Earth First! Anti-Coal Carolers 

DISRUPT CHARLOTTESVILLE BANK OF AMERICA 


America branch in downtown Charlottesville, rx 

Virginia, to tell bank management to "Divest ||| | i 

ers sang coal-themed versions of Christmas ( 

classics, such as "I'm Having Nightmares of a * jflHuyMMr 

Coal Christmas" to the tune of "I’m Dreaming ; 

of a White Christmas," Santa delivered a sack < 

of coal to the bank, checking off the naughti- M 

est corporation on his list. 

Santa later disclosed, "It's Bank of America's 

bad habit of funding climate change and de- BREF! carols outside the Charlottesville Bank of America. 

structive coal mining that earned it its lump of accused of attempting to sink productive nego- 
coal today." tiations. Meanwhile, after a threatened Repub- 

BREF! encouraged citizens to close their accounts lican filibuster, the US Senate recently stripped 
in protest until Bank of America stops investing bil- a congressional bill of clean energy investments 
lions of dollars in companies such as Massey Ener- funded by the elimination of tax breaks for fossil 
gy, Arch Coal and Alpha Natural Resources, which fuels. Here in Virginia, criticism mounts regard- 
practice mountaintop removal. This form of coal ing Dominion's proposed coal-fired plant, which 
mining demolishes mountains for their coal and received a hearing before the State Corporation 
then dumps the refuse in streambeds, polluting Commission on January 8. BREF! distributed 
the water. Additionally, coal-fired electric plants — information at the protest, asking the public to 
despite claims of "clean" coal — emit greenhouse attend this hearing and support resolutions op- 
gasses that contribute to climate change. Bank of posing the plant in the Virginia General Assem- 
America has made headlines for hollow pledges to bly. One such local resolution is currently before 
support environmentally sustainable businesses the Charlottesville City Council, with Blacks- 
and address global climate change. burg having already passed its own resolution on 

After the bank management asked them to December 11, and others pending in Arlington 
leave, the carolers reassembled in front of the County and Alexandria. 

main entrance to continue caroling while other Earth First! 's holiday festivities are part of a cam- 

Earth First! volunteers distributed fliers to pass- paign organized nationally by Rainforest Action 
ersby. About 30 minutes later, "Global Warming Network, Mountain Justice Summer and a coali- 
Crime Scene" tape was wrapped around the en- tion of grassroots organizations. This caroling fol- 
trance, and the protesters dispersed. lowed a similar event at another Bank of America 

BREF!'s Charlottesville street theater came on December 15, a November 30 University of 
on the heels of international climate talks in Virginia student die-in at the bank's University 
Bali, Indonesia, where the US government was A v ^nue location and an August 31 banner drop 
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by the Root Force Collective 

"[Traffic] congestion is one of 
the single largest threats to Amer- 
ica's economic prosperity and way 
of life." 

— US Department of Transpor- 
tation, "Corridors of the Future 
Program" 

"Rather than acting piecemeal in 
defense of the last remaining wild 
places or spending time and energy 
on random symbolic actions, we 
should identify and assess strate- 
gic campaigns that are capable of 
blocking the expansion of global- 
ized infrastructure." 

— Allapattah, "Evolving EF! II" 
(£F7/ January- February 2008) 

If you've seen a presentation or 
read an article by Root Force or 
Roadblock EF!, you've heard the ar- 
gument: The US economy depends 
upon imports from Latin America 
to keep functioning, and those im- 
ports simply can't happen without 
infrastructure. Without electricity, 
transportation and telecommunica- 
tions, there is no globalized trade. 
Even more exciting is the fact that 
existing infrastructure is simply in- 
sufficient to maintain the US econ- 
omy at its current rate of increasing 
consumption. 

"We're going to run out of [high- 
way] capacity pretty quick, and 
that is going to put a grinding halt 
on productivity, profitability and 
our way of life," said Janet Kavi- 
noky, director of transportation in- 
frastructure at the US Chamber of 
Commerce, in August. 

Unless the infrastructure of trade 
can be expanded, the US will very 
soon find itself hit by a resource 
shortage. And, if we can be so bold as 
to quote ourselves, "without a con- 
stant influx of cheap labor and raw 
materials from around the world, 
the lights would go out, the facto- 
ries would shut down and the sys- 
tem would collapse." That's always 
been the goal of Root Force. Sounds 
great, right? 

But the devil is in the details. So, 
after a year and a half of targeting 
two specific Latin American infra- 
structure projects and a long pro- 
cess of discussion, reflection and 
consultation, we have decided to 
shift the focus of the Root Force 
campaign. Part of this change en- 
tails creating a broader place within 
Root Force for autonomous anti- 
infrastructure organizing in the 
US, while maintaining the empha- 
sis on Latin American solidarity. 

This meshes well with the call put 
out by Allapattah in "Evolving EF! 
IT," and we invite EF!ers to become 
a part of a wider anti-infrastructure 
movement that Root Force, along 
with many others ' is in the process 
of creating. 


A Strategic Reassessment 

For those who aren't familiar with 
Root Force, our initial strategy in- 
volved encouraging people to take 
direct action against the companies 
involved in two specific infrastruc- 
ture projects — La Parota Dam in 
Mexico, and the Anillo Periferico 
Highway in El Salvador — with the 
goal of driving companies away 
from those projects and forcing 
their cancellation. 

In October, after a year of road 
shows, presentations and other ef- 
forts at encouraging this strategy, 
we decided to conduct an in-depth 
analysis of the campaign. What had 
we accomplished in one year? What 
were the strengths and weaknesses 
of our campaign strategy to date? 


The clearest positive change to 
come from Root Force and allied 
efforts (like the fight against 1-69) 
has been a sharp upswing in anti- 
infrastructure analysis and rhetoric 
over the past year and a half, par- 
ticularly in radical environmental 
circles. In addition, we have repeat- 
edly heard that Root Force's articu- 
lation of a strategy designed to take 
down the system is both inspiring 
and empowering. 

But the effectiveness of the cam- 
paign has been hampered by two 
serious shortcomings. First, in spite 
of our efforts to disseminate contact 
information for the companies in- 
volved in La Parota and the Anillo 
Periferico, not much action against 
those targets has taken place. With- 
out a lot more action, there is no way 
to generate enough pressure to have 
an effect on these companies, let 
alone on the projects themselves. 

The second problem has been the 
difficulty of getting up-to-date in- 
formation from our allies in Mexico 
and El Salvador. This makes it hard 
to know what is happening with the 
projects on the ground and if the 
companies involved are changing. 

So, based on feedback from sup- 
porters and our own internal dis- 
cussions, we have come up with 
the following plan to refocus and 
restructure Root Force. 


The New Root Force 

The core of Root Force is an em- 
phasis on strategic direct action 
against the expansion of global 
trade infrastructure. For a variety 
of logistical reasons, we have found 
it difficult to focus direct action 
against projects not happening in 
the US. Therefore, we are broaden- 
ing our emphasis from La Parota 
and the Anillo Periferico to global 
trade infrastructure in general. We 
will no longer disseminate contact 
information about the companies 
involved in these two projects, 
based on the ineffectiveness of this 
strategy to date. 

We are not giving up on the 
struggles against La Parota and the 
Anillo Periferico, and information 


about these projects will remain 
on our website, along with contact 
information for the government 
agencies involved in spearheading 
them. We are still in communica- 
tion with the communities resisting 
these projects, and we will continue 
to pass on any specific requests they 
may have for active solidarity from 
people in the US. 

Root Force will now focus on four 
main areas: 

1 . Promote anti-infrastructure anal- 
ysis and action, based on the recog- 
nition that infrastructure expansion 
is a weak point of the system. 

2. Provide resources to anyone 
fighting infrastructure. We aim to 
make our literature more accessible 
and useful to anyone opposing in- 
frastructure expansion. In addition, 
we will make our presentation easy 
to adapt and will provide the re- 
sources so that anyone can feel em- 
powered to use it. 

3. Make it easy for people to plug 
into anti-infrastructure organizing, 
even if there is no current anti- 
infrastructure campaign near where 
they live. We hope to provide an ex- 
tensive directory of anti-infrastruc- 
ture groups and campaigns on our 
website. We will provide resources 
and suggestions for incorporating 
an anti-infrastructure analysis into 
any campaign or struggle. 



4. Facilitate connections and in- 
formation-sharing between groups 
and campaigns that are working 
against infrastructure. Toward this 
goal, we will have a regularly up- 
dated section on the front page of 
our website that people can read for 
action reports, news stories, analy- 
sis and campaign updates relatedjo 
the struggle against infrastructure 
expansion. 

To keep the concept of "infra- 
structure" from becoming too ab- 
stract, we will continue to use La 
Parota and the Anillo Periferico as 
examples of infrastructure projects 
in Latin America. Within the US, we 
will focus on the six interstate high- 
ways that the Department of Trans- 
portation (DOT) has designated as 
"Corridors of the Future." One of 
them is 1-69, and the others are 1-5, 
1-10, 1-15, 1-70 and 1-95. The DOT 
has identified congestion on these 
roads as a major threat to trade and 
"the American way of life," so it's 
pouring tons of federal resources 
into expanding them. This includes 
not only widening existing roads, 
but also building entirely new roads 
and bridges. 

Get Involved 

Of course, the best way to get in- 
volved is still to take direct action! 
If you don't already know of an evil 
highway or power plant planned 
for your back yard, contact us, and 
we'll see if we can hook you up 
with a campaign near you. If you 
are already working on such a cam- 
paign, contact us to be placed in 
our directory. 

Are you interested in getting 
more resources to help you orga- 
nize your own anti-infrastructure 
campaign? Are you interested in 
giving a presentation about how 
infrastructure is a weak point of 
the system? Want to combine the 
two by forming a Root Force affili- 
ate group? Get in touch! 

We are always looking for musi- 
cians and artists who want to put 
awesome anti-infrastructure propa- 
ganda into the public domain (and 
on our website); researchers; trans- 
lators; and, of course, monetary 
donars. You can make checks out 
to "Root Force" or donate on our 
website via Paypal. 

Everything we have said abbut the 
system is still true. It is destroying 
everything that we love and killing 
the very planet we depend upon for 
life. Defending ourselves against it 
is. not enough — we must identify 
the weak points and attack. 

It is still a house of cards. A strong 
enough push in the right places 
'can bring the whole thing crashing 
down. Let's push! 

For more information, contact 
Root Force, FOB 1302, Tucson, AZ 
85702; rootforce@riseup.net; \vw\y. 
rodtforee.org. 
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BY MlKEROBE 

Karl Marx once said, "History repeats itself, first 
as tragedy, then as farce." There is little farce and 
a numberless repetition of tragedies in the his- 
tory of the engagement between Euro-American 
colonizers and the indigenous people of Turtle 
Island. The dramatis personae of these tragedies 
vary little: government and corporations bent 
on the expansion of territory, technological cul- 
ture and profit; indigenous people subject to the 
policy of "divide and conquer"; and relatively 
poor and powerless whites on the border of In- 
dian land with all manner of motives, interests 
and sympathies. 

The latest and nearest performance of this 
tragedy here in California's Great Central Val- 
ley is at Jesse Morrow Mountain, a beautiful 
and powerful foothill mountain about 15 miles 
east of Fresno. Nearly a decade ago, Readymix 
Corporation (RMC) Pacific, a subsidiary of the 
UK's RMC Group, purchased a part of Jesse Mor- 
row Mountain and proposed to mine it. Three 
years ago, Cemex Corporation, headquartered in 
Mexico City, completed its $5.8-billion acquisi- 
tion of RMC. Thus, Cemex became the world's 
largest provider of cement, ready-mix concrete 
and other materials, operating in more than 50 
countries and producing 97 million tons of ce- 
ment annually. Cemex is now petitioning Fresno 
County to grant it a 100-year conditional-use 
permit to mine the mountain, removing two 
million tons of aggregate per year and reducing 
the height of the mountain by 400 feet. The proj- 
ect, which would include blasting and aggregate 
processing, would operate 24 hours, 315 days a 
year and would require approximately 900 daily 
truck trips. It would also consume 150,000 gal- 
lons of water every day. On site, Cemex wants to 
construct 70-foot-high storage silos and storage 
capacity for 61,000 gallons of oil, gasoline and 
diesel fuel. , 

Jesse Morrow Mountain stands at the heart of 
the traditional lands of the Choinumni, a band 
of the foothill Yokuts people, who have lived in 
the area for millennia. The real name of Jesse 
Morrow Mountain is Wahallich, which trans- 
lates from the Choinumni language as "Crying 
Mountain." Traditional Choinumni elder An- 
gie Osborne explains that this name refers to a 
spring on the southwest side of the mountain. 
The Choinumni would camp near the spring 
to gather deer grass and white root for baskets. 
Late at night, they would sometimes hear what 
sounded like the desperate wailing of infants 
from somewhere near the spring. Anyone who 
entered the spring, lured by these cries, would 
become ill. Others say that Wahallich refers 
to the rivulets that run down the sides of the 
mountain during very rainy years. One thing 
is certain: Wahallich continues to be held as a 
powerfully sacred landform by the Choinumni. 

The Choinumni people, like other first na- 
tions in the Central Valley, lived sustainably in 
one of the most ecologically diverse, beautiful 
and verdant places anywhere on Mother Earth. 
After just a century and a half of "civilization," 
the rivers are gone and, with them, the salmon. 
The grasslands are also gone, and with them, the 
pronghorn antelope, the tule elk and the wolves. 
The wetlands are gone, and with them, the mi- 
gratory birds and waterfowl that were once so 
numerous that they darkened the skies upon tak- 
ing flight. Even the most powerful of all the local 
animal relations, the grizzly bear — the symbol of 
California's flag — was driven out of the valley, 
foothills and mountains, long ago. As the great 
Lakota healer Lame Deer once said concerning 


the near extinction of the bald eagle, "A people 
are in a bad way once they start killing off their 
own symbols." 

As neighbors of the Choinumni people and as 
citizens of this valley, we need to decide what this 
valley and these foothills and mountains mean 
to us. What is Wahallich? Is it a mountain? Is it 
the center of a people’s world? Is it a ceremonial 
center? Is it a habitat of kit foxes, coyotes, hawks 
and eagles? Is it a stunningly beautiful landscape 
of wildflowers? Is it one of our largest, longest 
and most notable foothill mountains? 

Or, is it a "resource"? Is it a mine? Is it a pit from 
which to haul aggregate? Is it a necessary con- 
cession to this curious blindness we suffer from 
called "progress"? Will it continue to give life 
and sacred power, or will it become a cipher in 
the noise, pollution and blight of sprawl? (For 
those lacking faith, a few years back an RMC of- 
ficial went to Wahallich to check on "company 
land" and was bitten by a wild pig. Take that!) 

During a public scoping meeting for a pro- 
posed project at Sanger High School, more than 
150 people from all walks of life stood together in 
opposition to Cemex/RMC. Representatives from 
Greystone, a consulting firm hired by the county 
but paid by Cemex/RMC, presented the elements 
of the project and an overview of matters to be 
taken up in the draft Environmental Impact Re- 
port (EIR). The response was an emphatic "No": 
no to RMC, no to the project, and no to tearing 
up a mountain and a community for the profit 
of a multinational corporation. It was one of the 
most extraordinary political unions I have ever 
witnessed: ranchers and Earth Firstlers to con- 
servative Republicans and immigration-rights 
activists. A winemaker/bed and breakfast owner 
promoting agri-tourism stood with a lady who 
grows hay; suburbanites stood with traditional 
indigenous people. 

When Fresno RANCOR and Sierra Nevada 
Earth First! activists disrupted Greystone's pre- 
sentation by carrying onto the auditorium stage 
a giant black and green banner reading, "A 
Mountain, Not a Mine," the whole crowd erupt- 
ed in sustained applause. It's true that the most 
hardcore, conservative, free-market Republicans 



Fresno RANCOR and Sierra Nevada EF! at Greystone's meeting 


will become instant environmentalists when the 
methodical destruction of the Earth comes to 
his backyard. However, what's happening with 
Wahallich is more than a not-in-my-backyard 
phenomenon. Fr isno is beginning to wake up to 
what it means to be the colonized rather than 
the colonizer. 

The story of "First World" governments and 
corporations moving in to monopolize the "nat- 
ural resources" of "Third World" countries is as 
old as capitalism. Many people naively wonder 
why "we" continue to extend loans to countries 
that can never pay those loans back, but that is 


precisely the point. Mired in debt, these coun- 
tries fuel global capitalism by providing a steady 
supply of cheap resources and cheap labor. 

By this capitalist logic, Fresno has what power- 
ful multinationals and corporate builders need: 
cheap land and cheap "resources." From the per- 
spective of multinationals, Fresno looks much 
the same as rainforest tracts on the islands of 
Sulawesi and Maluku, Anapu Para in Brazil, or 
Chiapas, Mexico. By the same logic, Fresnans 
are forced to stand in resistance for their land in 
much the same way as the people in Indonesia, 
the Amazon and the Lacandon jungle. The only 
real hope is that all of these movements will co- 
alesce into a struggle against corporate capital- 
ism, for the restoration of land, rivers, ancf the 
plant and animal nations and for a rejuvena- 
tion of life. 

Cemex/RMC proudly boasts that it will pro- 
vide the necessary "aggregate" for the next 100 
years of growth in this area, but the Friends of 
Jesse Morrow Mountain — both "conservative" 
and "liberal" — are beginning to wonder whether 
100 more years of unchecked suburban sprawl 
is really what this valley needs. Except for a few 
isolated islands scattered here and there in our 
valley — in places like Wahallich, for instance — 
the last 100 years has seen one of the most vi- 
brant, fertile, magical natural places on Earth 
converted into a vast agribusiness suburban 
wasteland. What would 100 more years of 
global capitalist expropriation bring? Friends 
of the mountain are saying the same thing as 
the Zapatistas: ya basta\ 

According to an email from RMC Pacific Presi- 
dent Eric Woodhouse, Greystone hired two Cali- 
fornia State University (CSU) anthropologists 
to begin the cultural studies portion of the EIR. 
However, Osborne reported that no contact was 
made with the traditional Choinumni regarding 
studies of sacred and cultural sites on Wahallich. 
This is in violation of the practices and proce- 
dures recommended by the California Native 
Heritage Commission. The problem was com- 
pounded when the CSU anthropologists failed 
to carry out the appropriate cultural studies to 
determine whether Wahallich constitutes a sa- 
cred indigenous site. After complaints lodged 
by the Choinumni and further public meetings, 
Greystone was removed as the consultant for 
the project, and the entire cultural studies por- 
tion of the report was thrown out. 

In the next few months, the fate of Wahallich 
will be decided. The new Cemex/RMC consul- 
tant will present the EIR sometime this Spring. 
^ Public comments will be followed by a vote of 
| the Fresno County Planning Commission and, 
if that passes, the Fresno County Board of Su- 
| pervisors. At each stage, we must aggressively 
| resist the machinations of Cemex. Please join in 
| a decisive last stand against the destruction of 
I Wahallich. The history of European-indigenous 
relations has been tragic, and the future remains 
unwritten. 

Many groups and individuals are working to 
stop this project. If you live in the area and if you 
can help us, please do! For more information, 
contact Friends of Jesse Morrow Mountain, 
(559) 494-3319; info@jessemorrowmountain. 
org; wwwjessemorrowmountain.org. We are 
in. regular contact with the Choinumni and 
they ask everyone to join together to stop 
this desecration. Contact Sierra Nevada Earth 
First! at www.sierranevadaearthfirst.org; Col- 
lective for Arts, Freedom, and Ecology at www. 
cafefresno.org. 

Healthy MikeRobes are multiplying to fight off 
the cancer! 
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Sexual Safety Within Our Movement 


by Joanna 

As I roll out my sleeping bag in 
yet another unfamiliar place, I'm 
happy and excited to start work- 
ing on the campaign. Aside from 
my commitment to putting the 
Earth first, I don't know much 
about the campaign I'll be work- 
ing on yet. But I look forward to 
immersing myself in the issue, 
learning from my new bunk/tent/ 
platform mates, and sharing home 
and work responsibilities. 

So much of Earth First! work 
is done in this kind of commu- 
nity space, where activists create 
a shared unity of committed vol- 
unteers, some old and some new 
to both the specific issue and the 
movement. Getting involved in a 
campaign where you live and work 
together is one of the most radical- 
izing experiences for many, myself 
included. It brings my vague sense 
that something is going horribly 
wrong with the world into a con- 
structive and supportive home 
of like-minded role models and 
friends. I want to live and breathe 
my understanding of the Earth, 
and that's hard to do when you're 
all alone. So, to all the campaigns 
out there that leave some beds 
open and have a revolving set of 
volunteers, I thank you. You have 
inspired many lifelong activists to 
defend the Earth. 

Yet these spaces are not exempt 
from societal problems, and so 
many of them tend to develop a 
nasty history of periodic instances 
of sexual violence. In every shared 
campaign space I've worked in, a 
fellow activist has related to me an 
incident of sexual violence. This is 
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not just a few campaigns where 
a rapist decided to volunteer for 
a week to take advantage of our 
open hearts and minds. Sexual 
violence can't easily be checked at 
the door. It is a powerful societal 
reality that needs to be accounted 
for in any self-defined space. This 
isn't a warning or a call to suspect 
all volunteers who come to do 
good work — this is true. Sexual 
violence happens just like physi- 
cal violence, and a prepared cam- 
paign space has the right first-aid 
kit to deal with the shit our society 
poisons us with. For many, a cam- 
paign space is a safe haven from 
the toxic world outside — from the 
food we eat, to the songs we sing, 
to the fact that we don't have to 
look at a television. We can't 
waste the potential for it to be a 
safe haven from sexual violence as 
well, just because we don't think it 
happens, don't want to admit it or 
think we've all washed ourselves 
of the violent, racist patriarchy. 

Why are we so prone to creating 
a sexually unsafe space, if the cam- 
paign issues we are working on are 
about a safer Earth? It is because 
our current model of sexual interac- 
tion is vague, sexist and overall un- 
safe. To start out, let's think about 
gender stereotypes. People may be 
committing sexual assault by doing 
exactly what they think they are 
"supposed" to be doing. For men, 
this can mean being a slick, silent, 
strong seducer; for women, it can 
mean acting affirming and flexible. 
While many of us have rejected 
gender roles, we shouldn’t need to 
do this in order to feel safe. 

It is very possible to read body lan- 
guage in such a way that it becomes a 


self-fulfilling prophecy that invites 
us to hear and see only what we 
want. I can think of social interac- 
tions where I read the situation dif- 
ferently than other participants. So, 
when it comes to sexual interaction, 
misunderstandings are bound to 
occur unless we use clear, respectful 
language, and unless there are ongo- 
ing teach-ins and discussions about 
how to communicate effectively. 

Another dangerous and widely 
held belief that we learn growing 
up in this society is that it is a per- 
son's responsibility to set someone 
else's limits, that rape occurs when 
someone does not succeed in say- 
ing, "No." This is because "rape" is 
defined as sex without consent, al- 
though we don't define murder 
as "assisted suicide without 
consent" or stealing as 
"gift-giving without 
consent." It is every- 
one's personal and 
collective respon- 
sibility to practice 
good and active 
consent and 
to make sure 
. everything is 
OK for every- 
one involved at 
every point in 
the process. The 
claim of "mixed 
messages" is an 
excuse, an after- 
the-fact justification 
for one's failure to step 
up and be responsible for 
clarifying the situation. 

Making such a big and impor- 
tant change in the way we communi- 
cate is not simple. Even when asked, 
actually saying "no" when you want 


to is very difficult. Good consent 
practices require us to actively pay 
attention to whether or not good 
communication is happening and 
keep learning about the subtle 
ways that we may unconsciously 
be doing things that make others 
feel uncomfortable. Campaigns 
have people from all kinds of back- 
grounds wanting to live and work 
with them, so clear communication 
is vital. Good consent practices are 
an excellent tool for everyone who 
wants to be sure to never sexually as- 
sault someone, and they help us take 
control of our choices as individuals. 

The idea of verbal consent is a 
pretty radical idea for fixing our 
broken model of 



sexual 
interaction, 
and a lot of folks 
are not familiar with it. Since we are 
not taught good consent practices 


artwork by the Icarus Project 



from society — just like we're not 
taught how to eat vegan, harvest 
herbs, and respect and fight for the 
Earth — this is an exciting opportu- 
nity for campaigns to start revers- 
ing the negative lessons we have 
learned about sexual interaction. 

So how can we constructively 
address sexual violence in our 
shared activist spaces? There are 
two equally vital sides to creating 
a culture of consent: policy and 
practice. Every group should have 
a clear, available, sexual-violence- 
prevention policy that fits the pa- 
rameters of its members and space. 
This requires honesty and some 
dedicated work, because most of 
the spaces I'm talking about have 
a transient set of people and aren't 
affiliated with an institution (like a 
college or business) that can hold 
someone accountable. These fac- 
tors are not an excuse to not have 
a sexual violence prevention pol- 
icy! If anything, it's more im- 
portant for us to address these 
issues because we have the op- 
portunity to think of creative, 
innovative solutions and dump 
the old sexual-harassment-law- 
suit response that seems to be 
society's brilliant solution. 

Policy 

Here is one activist's de- 
scription of their space's sex- 
ual violence policy measures 
and process: "Our bottom- 
line policy was zero tolerance 
for any kind of sexual assault, 
meaning that if you feel like 
you have been assaulted, 
you have been — no ques- 
tions asked. No one else 
can reinterpret that ex- 
perience for you; no one 
else can have the last word 
on how you should feel. (There is 
a fine line between what is harass- 
ment and what is assault, that is 
something we struggled with a lot.) 

"We had a contract with our pol- 
icy clearly stated that all volunteers 
signed when arriving so we would 
have something in writing, as well 
as the opportunity to explain our 
policy to all incoming folks. 

"If an incident occurs, the survi- 
vor can repoft the incident to the 
designated sexual violence aware- 
ness advocate, and the perpetrator 
will be asked to leave the site im- 
mediately. There is then a 72-hour 
holding period when the perpe- 
trator has the option of contact- 
ing the sexual violence awareness 
advocate for an offsite meeting 
to discuss the incident and have 
their side of the story heard. We 
talked a lot about having a 'hear- 
ing board' of long-term volun- 
teers. They would hear the case if 
the perpetrator really felt like they 
were being wronged, but we never 
put that together. 

"In supporting the survivor, it's 
important to do whatever they 
want to see happen. Support- 
ing survivors is about restoring 
their power of choice and their 
voice. For example, don't call in 
the police/press charges unless the 
survivor wants it; don't go to the 
hospital unless the survivor wants 
it. We had also set up an offsite safe 
space for survivors so if being in a 
certain space was triggering, there 
would be somewhere for them to 
stay for a few days." 

These are just some ideas that are 
being used in one activist commu- 
nal space. Every campaign has dif- 
ferent resources and needs. If your 
group has a contract or orientation 


already,- it wouldn't be difficult to 
include a section about sexual vio- 
lence. If you are going to say "con- 
sent," make sure to really talk about 
what that means, so everyone can 
learn more about it. You could also 
have a section on your website with 
definitions and information about 
sexual violence, relevent links and 
a copy of your contract. 

Practice 

Sadly, a document is a just a doc- 
ument and won't work when it's 
too late and a survivor is looking 
for that one line on the campaign's 
website that says, "We don't tol- 
erate sexual assault or pets." The 
most powerful part of consent is 
when the community 
decides together that 
they will hold one 
another account- 
able and make sure 
that everyone is 



feeling safe and receiving space to 
say "yes" and space to say "no." 
"Deciding together" is an ongoing 
process, because every time a new 
volunteer comes in, the communi- 
ty changes. We all know that new 
community members might forget 
where to put things away or how 
the space flows, so the language of 
and commitment to sexual safety 
needs to be brought up periodically. 
For example, a fellow activist I was 
talking with said that while she 
hadn't had a violent sexual experi- 
ence at the campaign, when sexual 
safety was brought up collectively, 
it triggered a previous experience. 
She was relieved to know that she 
was in a safe space. In fact, she was 
able to address that previous experi- 
ence, mourn and begin to heal just 
because her current campaign space 
began to talk about sexual violence. 

Another idea for putting sexual 
safety into practice is to create a 
pamphlet, teach-in or short pre- 
sentation about sexual violence for 
incoming volunteers so everyone 
is on the same page. This has the 
added bonus of giving volunteers 
materials that they can take to their 
own communities. 

Groups have also hosted men's, 
women's and trans' working group 
spaces, where people can break out 
and discuss the nuances of sexual 
violence and how it affects us all dif- 
ferently and seriously. Having sepa- 
rate working groups is not to say 
that men don't experience sexual 
violence or that this is a "women's 
issue." Gender caucusing is just 
recognizing that the stereotypes of 
"woman" and "man" are out there 
for us all to respond to. We were 
probably socialized into one or the 
other for a period of our lives, and 


that means we might approach 
this topic differently. Since this is 
stereotyped as a "women's issue," 
it is extra meaningful for all the 
male-bodied people out there to 
verbally bring up good consent 
policies.' 

If you are a. leader or a senior 
person in your organization, you 
have an even greater responsibil- 
ity to bring these issues up, voice 
that they are important to you 
and practice good consent lan- 
guage with others. It can be very 
comforting for a new volunteer 
to see as much communication as 
there is physical contact, and to 
hear good questions like, "How 
do you feel?" or "Would you like 
a hug/piggyback ride/massage?" 

So, what is consent, exactly? 
Consent is affirmative verbal re- 
sponses in the absence of intimi- 
dation, pressure, coercion and 
threats. It is an ongoing discussion 
where all parties are autonomous 
and can change their 
minds at any time. 
This means that 
each new level of 
sexual activity re- 
quires consent. 
Consent is the pres- 
ence of "yes," not 
the absence of "no." 
Someone who is 
mentally incapaci- 
tated, physically help- 
less, drunk or drugged 
cannot give consent. Con- 
sent is not implied merely 
because you are already in a 
relationship. 

Consent means that 
you are fully prepared to 
hear "no." While think- 
ing about rejection might 
make us all a little queasy, hear- 
ing "no" is very good news. It 
means that you made enough 
safe space for the other person 
to say what they really felt. They 
were able to express themselves, 
which is empowering. Let that 
person feel proud, as you should, 
too. Congratulations. 

We can't protect ourselves TOO 
percent of the time from the de- 
structive messages and practices 
of our society. We shouldn't live 
in fear. I have gone to campaign 
spaces knowing that an incident 
of sexual violence has occurred 
or that it's rampant, and still had 
a restorative and wonderful expe- 
rience. But I wish I wasn't in the 
position of weighing whether I'll 
be in a safer space while working 
on a campaign or in whatever 
community I'm leaving behind. 
Instead, let's ensure that activ- 
ists have the opportunity to say, 
"The organization/community/ 
collective/social movement that 
I'm a part of is one that I can 
trust. Whatever happens, there 
is an overarching structure to 
support my needs, keep me safe 
and help me strengthen my voice 
about issues that are silenced in 
other spaces. Building a culture of 
safety and respect, where every- 
body works to make sure nobody 
is assaulted, is a fundamental 
part of the work of the organiza- 
tion/community/collective/social 
movement. Therefore, I know I 
can give my full heart and mind 
to defending the Earth, with no 
reservations. Taking care of each 
other and staying strong will 
keep me in this movement until 
we liberate the Earth!" 

Joanna loves learning more about 
radical safety, and hopes y'all do too! 


6on£-s 

Belize Recognizes Mayan 
Land Rights 

On October 18, the Supreme 
Court of Belize ruled in favor of 
Maya peoples' land rights, setting a 
new precedent in that country and 
perhaps internationally. The Maya 
went to court to protest oil explora- 
tion in the fragile wetland ecosystem 
of southern Belize. 

This ruling came on the heels 
of, and perhaps because of, the 
UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, which finally 
passed last Fall after 20 years of ne- 
gotiation. The declaration includes 
a clear statement of indigenous 
peoples' right to their traditional 
lands, and requires governments 
to obtain "free, prior and informed 
consent" for legislation that would 
affect them — including corporate 
ventures. The US, Canada, New 
Zealand and Australia were the 
only countries to vote against the 
declaration. 

This is the first time the declara- 
tion has been cited in any court de- 
cision and the first time the Belize 
government has given these land 
rights to indigenous communities. 

Penan Anti-Logging Leader 
Found Dead 

Kelesau Naan, head of the com- 
munity of Long Kerong in Borneo, 
Malaysia, and a leader in the strug- 
gle for Penan land rights, was found 
dead on December 17, about two- 
hours' walk from the village. Sam- 
ling Corporation, a forestry and tree 
plantation company, is suspected to 
be behind Naan's death. 

Naan had been one of the plain- 
tiffs in a land rights claim in the 
village of Long Data Bila, which is 
struggling against the corporation. 
Reportedly, a Samling official re- 
cently threatened the Penan, "If you 
people try to stop our plans, we will 
kill you." Villagers announced that 
loggers should stay away from Long 
Kerong, because some residents may 
be seeking revenge for Naan's death. 

The Penan people of Borneo have 
been using peaceful road blockades 
for more than 20 years to prevent 
logging in the forests. 

Two Sea Shepherd Activists 
Taken Hostage by Whalers 

On January 15, two crewmem- 
bers of the Sea Shepherd ship the 
Steve Irwin were taken hostage after 
boarding the Japanese whaling ves- 
sel Yushin Maru 2 to inform them 
of their illegal whaling activities. 
The two hostages, Benjamin Potts 
and Giles Lane, were grabbed and 
tied to the radar mast, but reported 
that they were treated well for the 
rest of their four days as hostages. 
On January 18, Potts and Lane were 
delivered to an Australian customs 
vessel and then back safely to the 
Steve Irwin. 

The Steve Irwin had been pursu- 
ing a fleet of whaling ships and had 
prevented the hunt for four days 
before Potts and Lane boarded the 
Yushin Maru 2. The hunt was held 
up while the activists were held hos- 
tage. The whalers did not resume 
the hunt until February 6, after the 
Sea Shepherd vessel had to aban- 
don the area to refuel. The Japanese 
whaling campaign, which started 
last Autumn, has a quota of nearly 
1,000 whales. Due to international 
pressure, it dropped its quota of 50 
endangered humpback whales. 
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flPRiL 1ST giiiDE To 


by Rising Tide North America 

April 1 is Fossil Fools Day! Rising 
Tide North America has called this 
day of action to make the fools 
who are causing climate change 
realize the impact that they are 
having on the planet, and that we 
aren't going to stand for it! 


Anywhere you live, fossil fools 
are going to be engaging in destruc- 
tion, the poisoning of communities 
and other filthy, climate-changing 
business. Most of us live (some- 
times ignorantly) in the shadow of 
toxic combustion or extraction ac- 
tivities. Even if you don't live near 
these points of destruction, unless 
you're living off the grid, your util- 
ity company gets most of its energy 
from fossil fuels — and that's despite 
any photos of wind turbines or so- 
lar panels on its website or "green" 
options that it is more than happy 
to charge you extra for. 

The first step to taking action 
against the fossil fools in your 
community is finding them! Some 
ideas include: new or existing coal 
plants, liquefied natural gas import 


terminals) oil and natural gas pipe- 
lines, oil refineries, local electricity 
providers and mountaintop removal 
coal mining sites. 

A Few Ideas for 
Fossil Foolery on April 1 

One: Stop the Pumps 

Gas stations are the main public 
face of the oil industry — and they 
are everywhere. They are also great 
places to highlight the connection 
between car culture, climate change 
and environmental justice. Aside 
from oil being one of the largest 
sources of greenhouse gases, there is 
not an oil company on this planet 
that hasn't been complicit in hu- 
man rights atrocities. Whether it is 
Shell killing environmental activ- 
ists in Nigeria or Chevron dumping 


toxic waste on indigenous lands in 
the Amazon, there are plenty of ex- 
amples of the connection between 
the destruction of the. Earth and 
these companies' assaults on hu- 
man rights. 

Consider such tactics as block- 
ading the entrance to a gas sta- 
tion, locking down to gas pumps 
or having a die-in in front of a gas 
station. It is quite easy to gain ac- 
cess to a roof for a banner drop 
with the use of an extension lad- 
der. It should also be noted that all 
gas stations have safety shut-off 
buttons that will disable their gas 
pumps in case of an emergency. 
They are generally located on the 
outside of the station. If a global 
climate meltdown isn't an emer- 
gency, we don't know what is! 


NO WAR, NO WARMING: ROUND TWO 



by Ted Glick 

Early on the morning of October 22, several 
hundred people quietly arrived on Capitol Hill in 
Washington, DC (see £F//January-February 2008). 
Many of us were organized into affinity groups. 
There was the anti-capitalist bike bloc. There were 
the Iraq Veterans Against the War. There was the 
group of people dressed in polar bear costumes, 
agitating through a portable sound system. There 
were the young people from Students for a Dem- 
ocratic Society in their yellow Campus Climate 
Challenge T-shirts. There was the Separate Oil and 
State group. And there were Code Pinkers, some 
wearing giant bobble-heads of Cheney, Bush and 
Rice. Some of us blocked entrances to congressio- 
nal office buildings. Some of us sat down in busy 
street intersections. Some rode their bikes in such 
a way as to slow and stop traffic, moving from 
location to location. 

We were united behind the short but clear slo- 
gan: No War, No Warming! Our goals were to end 
the war for oil in Iraq and to prevent all future 
wars for oil and natural gas; end the addiction to 
oil, coal and natural gas that is driving climate 
disruption and leading to more wars as our eco- 
systems and economies are devastated; shift gov- 
ernment resources — our tax money — away from 
supporting fossil fuels and toward supporting a 
deep- and wide-ranging, jobs-creating, clean en- 
ergy revolution; rebuild communities like New 
Orleans that have been damaged by racism and 
corporate greed; centralize environmental jus- 
tice; and support alternative economic models 
to address poverty and create millions of green 
jobs in a clean energy economy. 

By the middle of the morning, after an hour 
and a half of tying up rush-hour traffic and dis- 
rupting business as usual, 68 of us had been 
arrested. The media, both corporate and inde- 
pendent, was there in force to record the actions 
and the arrests, and the word got out nationally 
that something new was developing. 

It is new that a growing number of peace, jus- 
tice and climate organizations are clearly rec- 
ognizing the obvious connections between oil 
and resource wars, our fossil fuel addiction and 
global climate disruption. More importantly, it 
is new that we are acting to dramatize these con- 
nections and doing so using nonviolent direct 
action. We are acting to underline the urgent 
need for a drastic change, for a great turning, for 
a revolutionary transformation to a very differ- 
ent way of interacting with the Earth and with 
one another. 


Three months later, No War, No 
Warming is planning round two 
of what must be a sustained, 
growing, developing campaign 
to end the Iraq War and save 
our deeply wounded ecosys- 
tems. Working with a broader 
range of organizations, we'll be 
taking action again on March 
19, again in Washington, DC, 
as well as in other parts of the 
country. This time, the major 
DC actions will be at locations 
like the American Petroleum In- 
stitute and the Department of En- 
ergy. Other groups — primarily peace 
groups — will be engaging in nonvio- 
lent civil disobedience at other locations. 

March 19 is the fifth anniversary of the 
ground invasion of Iraq — the beginning of the 
sixth year of a war that, if our fulers have their 
way, may go on for decades. 

There are likely to be many thousands of 
people taking part in these upcoming actions. 
We should look back on March 19, 2008, as the 
day that the people's movement for peace, jus- 
tice and clean energy emerged strong, clear and 
forthright; the day that the country realized that 
a powerful grassroots movement had emerged to 
stand up to the pro-war, imperialistic, corporate 
interests that dominate government decision- 
making in Washington, DC. 

There are some within the progressive move- 
ment who believe that, in a presidential elec- 
tion year, we need to cool it with the strong 
demands and strong actions, that our role is 
solely to get involved with election campaigns 
and support the best candidates. Some even ar- 
gue that we should just support the Democratic 
Party candidates, regardless of their stands on 
issues or connection to people in struggle. In 
their view, any rocking of the political boat is 
too risky and could jeopardize the prospects of 
Democratic victories. 

There is an aspect of this argument that needs 
to be taken into account. It is important how we 
engage in our direct actions. It's important, in 
particular, that our actions be nonviolent. An in- 
dividual doesn’t need to be a pacifist — which I 
am not — to appreciate that within the US, at this 
moment in history, creative and militant but 
nonviolent direct action is the best way for us 
to up the ante and do so in a way that prevents 
us from being marginalized and rendered politi- 
cally ineffective. 


I believe deeply that now, right now, this year 
and next, is a time when nonviolent civil disobe- 
dience and direct action have to be central tactics 
used by our movements — not the Only tactics, 
but the central ones. Such tactics, done well, mo- 
tivate others to speak up, get involved or take ac- 
tion. They let the powers-that-be know that we're 
a factor, that we have to be taken into account. 
They build a fighting spirit into our movement 
and counter the "compromising" mentality that 
infects too many of us too often. 

With the beginnings of an economic down- 
tum/recession/depression,' right now is the per- 
fect time for dramatic actions that link peace, 
justice and clean energy. Our action and the 
messaging for it must make central the needed 
shift to a demilitarizing, green, clean energy 
economy. This is the way that, in the short-term 
and longer-term, we can turn around the econ- 
omy. We can stimulate job creation, put money 
into people’s pockets and advance locally-based 
economic development as we shift from war and 
fossil fuels to peace and clean energy. 

It's time to send a loud-and-clear message: No 
War, No Warming! No business as usual! Let the 
will of the people be felt! 

For more information on March 19 events and 
related actions, visit www.nowarnowarming.org; 
www. 5yearstoomany.org. 

Ted Click is the coordinator of the US Climate 
Emergency Council (www.climateemergency.org) and 
has been active with No War, No Warming since its 
formation a year ago. 
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Compromise With Timber 
Interests May Collapse 

The Northwest Forest Plan — which 
protects 24 million acres of forest in 
the Pacific Northwest, including old- 
growth forest — is in danger of col- 
lapsing because the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) wishes to pull 
out of the agreement. The plan was 
agreed to in the 1990s, in an effort 
to end the struggle between environ- 
mentalists and the timber industry. 
Although it leaves many ecologically 
critical areas still open to roads and 
logging, the plan protects forests es- 
sential to the survival of the threat- 
ened northern spotted owl. 

The BLM is currently protecting 
a chunk of land in western Oregon 
that represents 10 percent of the 
Northwest Forest Plan. It wishes to 
pull out and allow logging on up 
to 2.2 million acres of this land, 
increasing the amount of logging 
in the area threefold. According to 
University of Washington Profes- 
sor Jerry Franklin, without this 10 
percent, the minimum old-growth 
necessary for the well-being of the 
spotted owl will not be met, and the 
plan's purpose of protecting them 
will be rendered obsolete. 


roOLERiES 


Two: Kick Corporate Research Off that short-haul flights for the rich Seven: Home Is Where the Heart 
Your (or Anybody's) Campus have got to go. Travel agencies are of the Fossil Fool Is 

Universities, in collaboration a great, easy place to do an action. If you're more of an evening 
with corporations, are develop- Activists in the UK regularly U- person (or just want to make your 
ing new technologies using fossil lock closed or otherwise blockade encounter with your chosen fos- 
fuel extraction and burning. Many the doors of travel agencies. Due sil fool a little more personal), a 
schools in coal states have research to the danger to both airplane pas- home visit may be in order. It can 
facilities dedicated to the perpetua- sengers and yourself, we discour- be tricky finding out where they 
tion of this dirty fuel, while schools age doing anything to interfere live, but if you're lucky, a "reverse 
in oil states like Texas focus on pe- with airport runways. name search" might work. (Try 

troleum. Chances are that any ma- While this is largely uncharted www.anywho.com.) A surprisingly 
jor university will be involved in territory in the US, activists in Eu- useful place for researching people 

some aspect of perpetuating our ad- rope have been at it for years. Let's is the Federal Election Commission 

diction to fossil fuels. Capitalizing bring that trend over here! search (www.fec.gov/finance/dis- 

on the need for alternative energy Five: Resist Road Expansion closure/norindsea.shtml). Often- 

sources,. many universities are rak- More roads mean more cars, times, when people make major 

ing in big bucks setting up agrofu- plain and simple. Instead of reduc- donations to candidates (which by 
els research centers. Not only will ing our dependency on automo- law must be reported), they include 
agrofuels not create meaningful re- biles, the government focuses on their home address on their filings, 
ductions in greenhouse gasses, they building a never-ending web of You can use county tax records to 
create a host of new environmen- roads. New roads devastate natu- find out where a person lives, too. 
tal and social problems. BP's $500- ral ecosystems, disrupt animal Many counties have an online 
million proposed facility for the migration, open up previously un- search database, and all of them 
University of Califomia-Berkeley is touched areas to new development have the information on file at the 
already meeting strong resistance. and encourage more cars to hit the courthouse. 

Three: Deflate or Die road. Many communities are al- Often, organizing a big rally at a 

People in Sweden and France have ready resisting new road projects, fossil fool bigwig's house is action 
developed a creative from Arizona to Washington, enough to get a lot of media atten- 

means of protest against DC. In Indiana, activists have tion (not to mention their neigh- 

gas-guzzling SUVs. They mounted fierce opposition to bors' attention), especially if you 

simply let the air out Interstate 69, otherwise known bring a great party, songs and games, 

of the SUVs' tires, ren- as the NAFTA superhighway A banner hang on someone's roof 

dering them immobile. HIT -. ’ .... — L_J (see EF!J November-December makes things a bit more interesting, 

Thousands of tires have Resu sma y var Y- 2007). They have disrupted though we caution against doing 

been deflated, immobilizing hun- public meetings, held street demos anything that could be construed 
dreds of vehicles, which has gen- and even evicted the planning of- as destroying personal property, 
erated lots of media attention and fices for the highway by Wanted posters in 

awareness of global warming. throwing their contents the neighborhood 

The act is pretty simple and does on the curb! that warn neigh- 

not involve property damage. All Six: Direct Action at i Hkfe. bors of a dangerous 

one does is take off the valve cap, the Point of Destruction , 0 climate criminal 

place a small pebble on top of the We strongly recom- :f> , living nearby can 

valve and screw the cap back on. If mend taking actions * jUilfh I help get the word 

the pebble is placed correctly, it will directly at the point of , I out as well, 

press down on the air valve when destruction. There are Need informa- 

you screw down the cap, thus re- few actions more em- g tion on how to pull 

leasing the air. To our knowledge, powering and attention- I off any of these 

there is no law against releasing air grabbing than blocking tv? **• actions? Want us 

from car tires, though we aren't go- access to a coal- or oil- ferr y ?• to help you get 

ing to guarantee .that it's without fired plant, coal mine, ® '§ media attention 

risk. However, in Belgium (one of pipeline construction ^ for your action? 

many countries where this tactic is site or liquefied natural H|L v , • We can provide 

catching on), the Justice Minister gas terminal. Having a hel P and train ' 

recently had to admit that there is lot of people is useful v ings for any and 

nothing illegal about it! Make sure for an action like this, but most im- all nonviolent direct actions de- 
you leave a note on the car explain- portant is selecting a site with one scribed above that target the fossil 
ing your action. entryway that can be blockaded us- fools in your community. For more 

Four: Fry the Friendly Skies ing civil disobedience and/or a more information, contact fossilfools@ 

Air travel is one of the fastest sophisticated blockade. In Summer hushmail.com! For more ideas, visit 
growing sectors of greenhouse gas 2006, Rising Tide and Earth First! www.risingtidenorthamerica.org. 
emissions, as well as one of the most blocked the single access bridge to a 
extravagant -uses of fossil fuels. We Virginia coal-fired power plant, with 
need to combat air travel. Protests someone U-locking themselves to a 
can be organized at airline offices, coal truck while another person took 
as well as airports. Many of the US's up a perch in a platform suspended 
largest airports are considering ma- by a rope blocking the bridge (see ‘ i 

jor expansions, which would lead EF!J September-October 2006). The 

to even more airplanes polluting action shut down access to the coal I 'WW I 
the air. While tight security at air- plant for the better part of a day, • '( j» 

ports creates a number of logisti- got a ton of media attention, and 
cal problems, it also contains some no one was arrested when the 

advantages — such as a tendency to protesters agreed to leave k 

overreact to any situation out of the after media arrived. Of . 

norm, with a resulting disruption course, a big, fun, row- IS jljiBif/ 

of airport business. Private airports, dy protest at a site like MSr 

catering to the extremely wealthy, this is great, too! 3 ''It--- *• 


Mapuche Land Occupation 
Ends in Police Violence 

On January 3, university student 
Matias Catrileo Quezada was shot 
in the back and killed when Chil- 
ean police opened fire on a crowd of 
indigenous Mapuche protesters, in- 
cluding children and elderly people. 
The nonviolent protest was part of 
a land occupation to reclaim stolen 
Mapuche land in southern Chile. 

The following day, protesters re- 
sponded by blockading roads and 
setting about 30 fires at Chilean 
forestry giant Mininco's tree planta- 
tions. Mininco deforests indigenous 
land against the will of the people, 
and turns it into pine and eucalyp- 
tus plantations. 

Also, Mapuche supporter and 
Chilean political prisoner Patricia 
Troncoso ended her 111-day hunger 
strike on January 28. Troncoso, who 
allegedly set fire to a Mininco pine 
plantation, was tried and sentenced 
in 2005 to 10 years. During her hun- 
ger strike, she made several demands, 
including the release of Mapuche 
political prisoners. The Chilean gov- 
ernment drugged and force-fed her 
after she was proclaimed near death. 
She finally ended the strike when 
the Chilean government promised 
better prison conditions for her and 
two other political prisoners. 


Some Charges Against the 
San Francisco 8 Dropped 

During a January 10 hearing, pros- 
ecutors dropped conspiracy charges 
against five of the eight former Black 
Panthers charged with the alleged 
1971 killing of a police officer. Con- 
spiracy charges against three of the 
San Francisco 8 remain. Richard 
O'Neal, who was charged only with 
conspiracy, faces no further’ legal 
prosecution, though he has been 
subpoenaed to testify at the April 21 
preliminary hearing. 

In 1975, one of the San Francisco 
8 and two others were arrested for 
the same murder, but the case was 
dropped when the judge found 
that confessions had been obtained 
through torture, including asphyxi- 
ation, electrocution, beatings and 
sensory deprivation. 
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Oaxacans Blockade 
Major Highway in Mexico 

Upset by attempts to reopen a long-vacated 
gold mine near Capulalpam, in the Mexican state 
of Oaxaca, residents blockaded the main high- 
way out of Oaxaca City with 50 pickup trucks for 
five hours on October 16. 

Demanding permanent closure of the Nativi- 
dad mine, the community — even the mayor and 
ex-miners — collectively took action against Van- 
couver, Canada-based Continuum Resources. 
The mine was closed in 1993, and locals intend 
to make sure it stays that way. 

"For 230 years, gold- and silver-mining 
companies have been exploiting tunnels in 
the mountains," said Francisco Garcia Lopez, 
a member of Capufelpam's Commission of 
Communal Goods. "The quantity and quality 
of our water supplies have been negatively af- 
fected by mining activity." According to him, 
13 streams have disappeared completely in the 
past few years because of Continuum's explo- 
ration activities. 

Primate Vivisector Targeted by ALF 

December 6 is customarily St. Nicholas Day 
in many parts of the world. St. Nicholas travels 
to people's homes, leaving a gift in their shoe 
if they are good— and a lump of coal if 
they are bad. Oregon Health and Sci- 
ence University researcher Miles Novy 
awoke that morning to a different 
present altogether. 

In the dark morning fog, mem- 
bers of the Animal Liberation 
Front (ALF) paid him a visit. In 
response to the research Novy 
conducts on primates, they cov- 
ered his cars in graffiti and paint 
stripper. 

"This blatant disregard for the Earth, 
fits] animals and its resources shall not 
go unseen by the ever-watching eyes 
of the ALF," a communique declared. 

"The only reason why people like 
Miles Novy sleep at night is because 
we let them." 

One can imagine Novy will be keep- 
ing an eye out for more than St. Nicho- 
las next December 6. 

Faucet Butt for the Fur Industry 

A fur-selling boutique in Brooklyn, 

New York, got a noxious punch in the 
nose on Christmas Eve. Just in time for 
the peak shopping hours, the ALF sprayed 
"liberal" amounts of Liquid Ass, a product 
that has the overpowering stench of rot- 
ting shit. 

The carpets, clothing and, especially, the 
fur and fur-trimmed items in the store were 
doused with Liquid Ass. According to a 
communique, within minutes, the store 
"smelled like the inside of an ass- 
hole." Before the ALF activist left 
the store, potential customers were 
witnessed visibly gagging and leav- 
ing quickly. 

The communique also contained a 
warning for anyone who sells fur in 
Brooklyn: "Next time, you might find your 
locks glued, your windows broken or worse.... 
Happy holidays." 

Pro- Whaling Consulate Gets Bloody 

William Shakespeare once wrote, "Will all 
great Neptune's ocean wash this blood clean 
from my hands?" In the case of the Japanese 
government's whaling practices, Australian 


activists have shouted an em- 
phatic, "No!" 

On December 27, ten protesters 
rushed into the Japanese consul- 
ate in Melbourne, Australia, to 
call attention to Japan's hunting 
of endangered whales. The mem- 
bers of Animal Liberation Victo- 
ria splashed fake blood around 
the consulate, as the Japanese 
whaling fleet headed to feeding 
grounds where it planned to mur- 
der up to 935 minke whales and 
50 fin whales. Security eventually 
removed the protesters from the 
building but decided to not press 
charges. 

Once again, the Japanese gov- 
ernment repeated the lies that 
this hunt is for scientific pur- 
poses, ignoring the fact that the 
whale meat inevitably ends up 
under the butcher's knife back 
in Japan. 


Genetically Modified Trees 
Not Tolerated in New Zealand 

A patch of genetically engineered pine trees was 
hacked down outside of Rotorua, New Zea- 
ind, on January 14. Saboteurs burrowed 
under an electric perimeter fence to reach 
the experimental Norway spruces, be- 
fore chopping them down in an ap- 
parent protest. As a warning, they 
left behind a spade bearing a "GE 
Free New Zealand" sticker. 

The Soil and Health Association, a 
lobbying group, had been calling 
for the trees to be cut down. "Con- 
sidering overwhelming opposition 
to genetic engineering in New 
Zealand, field trials should be 
treated as a privilege," said 
Steffen Browning, a Soil 
and Health Associa- 
tion spokesperson. 





Los Angeles Mayor's Chief of Staff 
Visited by ALF 

The ALF visited the home of Robin Kram- 
er, the mayor of Los Angeles' chief of staff, 
according to a communique released on 
January 17. Two luxury cars in Kramer's 
driveway were doused with paint stripper 
in an attempt to awaken him to the situation 
at Los Angeles Animal Services (LAAS). 

Since 2003, activists in LA have been expos- 
ing mismanagement and corruption at LAAS. 
Among other concerns, the mayor's office re- 
fuses to implement policies that would save the 
lives of the thousands of healthy animals who 
are killed each year in LA area shelters. 

Ed Boks, the current head of LAAS, was pre- 
viously asked to resign as director of Arizona's 


An artist's recreation of the scene left behind by FLAM 


shelter system and was fired from the New York 
City shelter system. LA animal activists want to 
see the same thing happen to him in their city. 

"It's too bad it takes illegal direct action... to 
get the media to take notice of the senseless kill- 
ing going on inside the six animal death camps 
in LA," said Pamelyn Ferdin of the Animal De- 
fense League-LA. 

"Robin Kramei, your job as chief to the mayor 
affords you the ability to push for LAAS to catch 
up with the times and transition to 'no kill,'" 
part of the ALF communique reads. "Why are 
you not pushing?" 

Mexican KFC Rendered Extra Crispy 

On January 20, the Animal Liberation Front 
Mexico (FLAM) targeted a KFC fast food restaurant, 
placing an incendiary device in the chain store. Ac- 
cording to the communique, the action was taken 
because KFC "continues the killing of our animal 
brothers and sisters on its farms of tenor for filthy 
money at the cost of the suffering of others.” 

Since late December, FLAM has conducted a 
flurry of attacks on animal exploiters in Mexico. 
Among other actions, it has vandalized or raided 
circuses, pet stores, other KFC locations, funiers, 
at least one farm and a restaurant. The January 
20 KFC visit, however, seems to be FLAM's first 
foray into the use of a firestorm to purify the 
bane that society drowns in. 

Canadian Bank Attacked to 
Protest 2010 Olympics 

Resistance has been strong against the 2010 
Winter Olympics, which are scheduled to be 
held in Vancouver and Whistler, Canada (see 
EF!f July-August 2007). The struggle continued 
on January 27. 

"Bricks found their way through the windows 
of the Elgin Street Royal Bank of Klanada in Ot- 
tawa," a communique wryly noted. The attack 
was committed in protest of the evils scheduled 
to occur in Canada in 2010: the ratification of 
the Security and Prosperity Partnership, the 
2010 Group of Eight (G8) summit and the Win- 
ter Olympics. The Royal Bank of Canada is one 
of the primary sponsors of the 2010 Olympics. 

According to the communique, the bank's at- 
tackers also declared war on all that 2010 rep- 
resents and all who sponsor the events of that 
year. "These actions are in solidarity with in- 
digenous peoples, the poor and all those who 
are made to suffer in the name of 'Security and 
Prosperity,' the G8 and the Olympics on stolen 
land." The group concluded by encouraging 
people to "Riot 2010!" 
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Only you can prevent the 
destruction of all that is wild. 

>J *•„. "• G; r;t ii;j> ■; ^ \ 

THE PROBLEM 

Today is the most critical moment in the habitat destruction and poaching — say that the merely protecting outdoor recreation opportu- 
three-and-a-half-billion-year history of life on Earth could lose one-quarter to one-third of all nities; nor is it a matter of elitist aesthetics, nor 
Earth. Never before — since the end of the Cre- species within a very few years. "wise management and use" of natural resources, 

taceous period, 65 million years ago — has there Not only is this onslaught against the natural It is a battle for life itself, for the continuous flow 
been a period of extinction as intense as the one world destroying ecosystems and their associated of evolution. 

we are now witnessing. species, but our activities are now beginning to We — this generation — are at humanity's most 

Over the last several hundred years, industrial have fundamental, systemic effects upon the en- important juncture since we came out of the 
civilization has declared war on nature, leading tire life-support system of the planet — upsetting trees six million years ago. It is our decision, ours 
to a drastic reduction in the biological diversity of the world's climate, poisoning the oceans, de- today, whether to hold renegade corporations 
this planet. Some respected ecologists assert that stroying the ozone layer and spreading acid rain, and lawless governments accountable for the de- 
the only large mammals to survive the near future radioactive fallout, pesticides and industrial con- struction of the natural world or turn our backs 
will be those we humans choose to allow to live. tamination throughout the biosphere. on Mother Earth and her defenseless life forms. 

. Others — aghast at the wholesale devastation Indeed, some biologists have warned that ver- Will we allow the Earth to continue to be a mar- 
of tropical rainforests and temperate old-growth tebrate evolution may be at an end due to the velously living, diverse oasis in the blackness of 
forests, rapidly accelerating desertification, and activities of industrialization. space, or will the charismatic megafauna of the 

the eradication of countless life forms due to Clearly, the conservation battle is not one of future consist of Norway rats and cockroaches? 


OUR SOLUTION 

Earth First! exists to defend the Earth in a world soil, as well as the modification of life's genetic groups. We do not adopt a human-centered world- 
of compromising, mealy-mouthed environmen- code. It is not enough to oppose the construe- view. Instead, we believe that industrial civilization 
tal groups. Earth First! is effective. Our frontline, tion of new dams and developments. It is time to and its philosophy are anti-Earth, anti-woman and 
direct action approach to protecting wildlands free our shackled rivers and restore the land. anti-liberty. 

gets results. We have succeeded in cases where Earth First! was founded in 1979, in response While there is broad diversity within Earth 

other environmental groups had given up, and to a lethargic, compromising and increasingly First! — from animal rights vegans to wilder- 
we have drawn public attention to the crises fac- corporate environmental community. Earth ness hunting guides, from stealthy monkey- 
ing the natural world. First! takes a decidedly different tack toward en- wrenchers to civil-disobedience acrobats, from 

It's not enough to ask politicians and corpo- vironmental issues. We believe in using all the whiskey-drinking backwoods riffraff to thought- 
rations to destroy less wilderness. We need to tools in the toolbox, ranging from grassroots or- ful philosophers, from bitter misanthropes to 
preserve it all, to recreate lost habitats and re- ganizing and involvement in the legal process to true humanitarians — there is agreement on one 
introduce extirpated predators. We need to stop civil disobedience and monkeywrenching. thing: the need for action, 

and reverse the poisoning of our air, water and Earth First! is different from other environmental To put it simply, the Earth must come first! 


No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth! 



DIRECT ACTION 

GETS THE GOODS 



A soft blockade, a lockdown to a coal truck and a pod-hang over a bridge 


simultaneously block the only road to a Virginia coal plant in 2006. 


Earth First! is dynamic. In order to be 
an environmental movement, you've got 
to move! Direct action means personal, 
spiritual and strategic efforts to defend 
the Earth. Earth First! is defined by ac- 
tion, the purpose of which is to: 

Halt the Destruction: Force governments 
and corporations to stop their exploitive 
extraction of natural resources. Even the 
most "symbolic" action can help to stop 
the machine. 

Raise the Stakes: Send a clear message to the 
despoilers: "No more business as usual." 

Attract Media: You can't hope to change 
people's minds or put pressure on politi- 
cians without calling attention to the 
damage. Demonstrations "demonstrate" 
to the world that when all of our letters 
are ignored, our arguments mitigated and 
our legal appeals denied, we still refuse to 
accept the accelerating destruction of the 
Earth. Civil disobedience can expose an 
issue through print, television, radio and 
the Internet. 

Strengthen Resolve: Direct action is the 
most empowering event imaginable, a 
rite of passage that fills the participant 
with a feeling of effectiveness. We learn 
to work in concert with others who put 
the Earth first. 

Civil disobedience is a deliberate, 
thought-out act of conscience, even when 
undertaken spontaneously. Whenever you 
show up to a demonstration, you risk arrest and 
physical attack by the police or opponents. Be 
prepared with creative tactics, media spokesper- 
sons and jail support. 

Demonstrations 

Demonstrations include marches, costumes 
and street theater that present our position to 
reporters and make demands of corporate raid- 
ers and government pawns. Some Earth First! 
actions have included 200-pound stumps depos- 
ited on rangers' desks, manure from cattle grazed 
on public lands stacked against air conditioning 
vents, protests held outside the homes of timber 
executives, helium balloons hoisting placards 
inside convention centers, and 100-foot banners 
strung above highways, down smokestacks and 
across the facades of buildings. 


To be the most effective, a demonstration 
should be: 

Dynamic and Uncompromising: Have clear in- 
tent, tactics and specific targets. Identify the per- 
petrators by name and target them. 

Colorful and Creative: Create unique and sur- 
prising actions that challenge and amuse. Re- 
member, the media tends to fixate on whatever 
element is the most visually stimulating. Plan 
for that and make sure your message gets across, 


no matter what captions they place with the pic- 
tures from your action. 

Informative: Get across the clear goals of your 
campaign with factsheets and handouts, news 
releases, songs, skits and chants. 

Flexible: Be ready on a moment's notice to re- 
vise plans as the situation changes, taking ad- 
vantage of unforeseen opportunities — as in the 
sudden appearance of an offending executive or 
an unwanted piece of heavy equipment. Come 
up with a quick alternative when the governor is 
not in, when the building is sealed off, when the 
cops are out in force or when the meeting has 
moved to another location. 

Occupations and Sit-Ins 

Take over the boardrooms, offices and even the 
homes of unresponsive decision-makers and bu- 
reaucrats. Among other things, EF!ers 
have put up tents in land managers' of- 
fices, locked ourselves to their furniture, 
invaded the homes of industry CEOs and 
put cardboard on the air conditioning 
intakes of a district ranger’s office, forc- 
ing them to shut down their computers 
in the more-than- 100-degree heat. 

Blockades 

The proper place for an Earth Firstler is 
often directly in the path of the machin- 
ery that is destroying the wilderness or 
your community. This may be a symbol- 
ic gesture of defiance; it may also stop 
them in their tracks. Either way, it is a 
sure-fire way to take the focus out of the 
boardrooms and hearing chambers and 
to put it back where it belongs — in the 
wilderness at the scene of the crime. 

Targets can include logging equipment, radio- 
active waste shipments, livestock trucks, dam 
sites and mines. Methods include sitting in the 
road or chaining yourself to cattle guards, gates, 
doors or equipment. Other actions may call for 
locking yourself to concrete-filled barrels or rais- 
ing and sitting in tripods. The longer a blockade 
lasts, the more effective it is — though even brief, 
symbolic blockades have proven very effective 
in building public support. 


Treesitting 

Treesitting has been used successfully 
to shut down logging of ancient forests 
for months, even years, at a time. Earth 
Firstlers have rigged cables to surround- 
ing trees to prevent them from being cut 
and to cross over to different parts of 
the canopy. For this, you will need ex- 
perienced help and safety precautions, 
which various Earth First! groups can 
provide. Trainings are often held at EF! 
gatherings. 

Responsible Direct Action 

Direct action requires a code of integ- 
rity. Everyone involved must agree to a 
common set of principles or the media 
and police may focus on the conduct 
of a few participants rather than the 
original intent of the action. Be careful 
who you work with and get everyone 
to agree to a set of guidelines, whatever 
your tactics. 

At no time should anyone contribute to 
escalating violence from the police, work- 
ers, management or general public at an 
Earth First! action. 

If you are committed not to move — 
even if it means your arrest— stand your 
ground. To break and run might defeat 
the purpose of your action and endanger 
others. Don't put yourself in a dangerous 
position unless you are willing to face 
danger without moving. Otherwise, choose a 
less risky method of protest. 

No drugs, alcohol or weapons should be car- 
ried at the site of any Earth First! action. 

Identify potential arrestees ahead of time 
and have a list of their names and addresses. 
Pair each of them up with a support person 
who can be responsible for their keys and iden- 
tification. Monitor and record their arrest us- 
ing a camera or video if possible, and follow 
them through the legal process until they are 
released. 

Plan your actions well. Prepare street theater, 
songs, chants, costumes, signs and handouts in 
advance. Issue a press release to all of the radio, 
television and newspaper outlets in your area. 
Stick to a few short paragraphs describing the de- 
struction you plan to stop or the wilderness you 
propose for protection, making clear the desired 
result of your actions. It is a good idea to put in 
a few quotes attributed to one or more of your 
spokespersons. A good press release should be no 
more than two pages, although one page is pre- 
ferred. It is better for the media to call for more 
information than it is to issue a long, rambling 
press release. 

Send out press releases a few days before your 
event. Withhold sensitive information until the 
action occurs. Follow up with phone calls to the 
media the day before the action. Never assume 
they've read your release. Get the name of the 
reporter and ask them if they plan to come. 
You might hint at the more radical (photo op- 
portunity!) aspects of your action, but don't tip 
them off to anything that the cops shouldn't 
know ahead of time. Don't promise a more radi- 
cal scenario than you can really come up with 
or the press may not cover your future events. 
Look for the reporters who promised to show 
up and make sure that they have someone in 
your group to talk to who is knowledgeable, 
well-spoken and presentable. 

Meet before the action to circle up and focus 
on the emotional, ecological and spiritual moti- 
vations for your urgent work. Circle up again af- 
terward to make sure that everyone is accounted 
for, discuss what did or didn't work, and plan a 
time to meet to do it again! 



Activists at the No Borders Camp 2008 defied the border that 
aits through both sensitive ecologies and people’s lives. 


* 



With a turn of the wrench and a 
twist of the screw. 

What was once put together, we 
can easily undo. 

— Dana Lyons , 
"Turn of the Wrench" 


MONKEYWRENCHING 


Monkeywrenching: Sabotage, ecodefense, billboard should be avoided, as they may either be a wing- 
banditry, desurveying, road reclamation, tree spiking, nut or an agent provocateur, 
property destruction.... Monkeywrenching is not mindless; targets are 

All of these terms describe the unlawful sabo- carefully picked for their strategic value. There is 
tage of industrial extraction and development a time and a place for everything. Knowing when 
equipment as a means of striking at the Earth's not to engage in sabotage is equally of value. For 
destroyers where they commit their crimes and instance, monkeywrenching during public civil 
hitting them where they feel it *nost — in their disobedience jeopardizes all who are present, 
profit margins. Although some individual Earth Firstlers may 

Monkeywrenching is a step beyond civil dis- be active monkeywrenchers, the Earth First! 
obedience. It is nonviolent, aimed only at in- movement officially neither condones nor con- 
animate objects. It is one of the last steps in demns monkeywrenching. 
defense of the wild, a deliberate action taken by Ecodefense: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 
an Earth defender when almost all other mea- (available from the Earth First! Journal) contains 
sures have failed. detailed information on monkeywrenching 

Although Earth First! is often associated with techniques as well as discussions of security, 
the practice and mystique of monkeywrench- safety, strategy and justification. Any potential 
ing, the organized elements of the Earth First! monkeywrencher would do well to study it care- 
movement do not engage in monkeywrenching. fully before embarking on the clearly illegal and 



Any person openly spouting off about sabotage potentially dangerous path of ecotage 


Vermonters lock down to an immovable barrel at the construction site for a truck stop. 


DEEP 

ECOLOGY 

"A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integ- 
rity, stability and beauty of the biotic community. It 
is wrong when it tends otherwise." — Aldo Leopold 

The central insight of John Muir and of the 
science of ecology helped us remember that all 
things are connected and related; that human 
beings are merely one of the millions of species 
that have been shaped by the process of evolu- 
tion for 3.5 billion years. With that understand- 
ing, we can better answer the question, "Why 
wilderness?" 

Is it because wilderness makes pretty picture 
postcards? Because it protects watersheds for the 
downstream uses of agriculture, industry and 
homes? Because it cleans the cobwebs out of our 
heads after a long week at work or in front of a 
computer monitor? Because it preserves resource 
extraction opportunities for future generations 
of humans? Because some unknown plant living 
in the wilds may hold a cure for cancer? 

No. It is because wilderness is. Because it is the 
real world, the flow of life, the process of evolu- 
tion, the repository of that 3.5 billion years of 


shared travel. 


All natural things have intrinsic value, inherent 


worth. Their value is not determined by what they 
will ring up on the cash register, nor by whether 
or not they are good. They are. They exist. For 
their own sake. Without consideration for any 
real or imagined value to human civilization. 
Even more important than the individual wild 
"You cannot seriously address the destruction of and exploitation of the Earth. Failing to ad- creature is the wild interconnected community — 

wilderness without addressing the society that is dress oppressive behavior not only weakens the wilderness, the stream of life unimpeded by 

destroying it." — Judi Bari our movement by alienating and further vie- industrial interference or human manipulation. 

All forms of oppression are inherently timizing our friends and allies, it also calls These twin themes of interconnectedness and 

linked. Earth First! recognizes that the institu- into question our commitment to a bet- intrinsic value form the core of ideas of such eco- 

tional, economic, political, social and cultural ter world and our qualification as a radical logical thinkers as Edward Abbey, Judi Bari, Bill 

dynamics of hierarchy, power and privilege movement. Devall, Aldo Leopold, Arne Naess, George Ses- 

that define mainstream society also permeate Some things we can do to challenge this op- sions and Vandana Shiva, and are the basis for 
the radical environmental movement. These pression include participating with your EF! action by Earth Firstiers. This biocentric world 

dynamics are expressed in various interlock- group in an anti-oppression training and hav- view, as opposed to the anthropocentric para- 

ing systems of oppression (e.g., racism, sex- ing an accessible anti-oppression policy for digm of civilization (and the reformist position 

ism, classism, heterosexism, ageism, ableism, your group. Strengthening our communities of mainstream environmental groups), has been 

speciesism, etc.), which prevent equal access to and our movement through acknowledging developed into the philosophy of deep ecology, 

resources and safety, disrupt healthy commu- and challenging oppression is critical. Earth First!, in short, does not operate from a 

nities and movement building, and severely Basically, while we're locking down or basis of political pragmatism or what is perceived 

— sometimes irreparably — harm our allies, our harnessing up, let's make sure we're all in to be "possible." Wilderness is not something 

friends, our loved ones and ourselves. this together and that none of us are getting that can be compromised in the political arena. 

Challenging these forms of oppression is pushed aside by otherwise well-intentioned We are unapologetic advocates for the natural 

implicit in our desire to stop the domination ecowarriors. world, for the Earth. 


CHALLENGING ALL 
FORMS OF OPPRESSION 




GET IT TOGETHER 

FORMING AN EARTH FIRST! GROUP 


Earth First! is a global movement 
composed of small, bioregionally 
based groups. Earth Firstlers become 
intimately familiar with the ecol- 
ogy of the area they inhabit and de- 
fend. They apply "direct pressure" 
to stop the bleeding, with a potent 
combination of education, organiz- 
ing and creative action. Nothing is 
more empowering than standing 
defiant against the destruction of 
our Mother Earth with other like- 
hearted people. 

Earth First! is a priority, not an or- 
ganization. There are no "members" 
of Earth First!, only Earth Firstlers. 
There is no highly-paid "professional 
staff." The only "leaders" are those 
temporarily working the hardest in 
defense of our last wilderness. Earth 
First! is, by nature, non-hierarchical. 
Each Earth Firstler's voice should be 
weighed equally. Earth Firstlers are 
bound together by a belief in biocen- 
trism — a belief that the Earth comes 
first — and a practice of putting our 
beliefs into action. 

To start an Earth First! group in 
your area, consider the following: 

Campaigns: Earth First! campaigns 
target human actions that adversely 
impact biological diversity. This 
can include ancient forest defense, 
endangered species protection, op- 
position to urban sprawl, resistance 
to borders and their impacts, and 
the preservation of sustainable in- 
digenous cultures. To protect a bio- 
region, Earth Firstlers connect with 
it through our hearts and souls. To 


become acquainted what we fight 
for, we spend time exploring our 
watersheds, mountains and can- 
yons, just feeling the wildness of 
these places. 

Contact: Your group needs a con- 
tact person with a mailing address, 
phone number and email who will 
respond to inquiries and share them 
with the group. This information 
is also listed in the EF! Journal. It's 
also helpful to develop a mailing 
list and phone tree for announcing 
meetings and events to prospective 
activists in your area. In addition, it 
may be useful to create a website to 
keep people updated about what's 
going on with your group. 

Security: The importance of re- 
sponsible security with personal 
information and associations must 
not be underestimated. Be smart, be 
aware and get to know the people 
in your group. Read Agents of Re- 
pression by Ward Churchill and J.J. 
Vanderwall, which chronicles the 
effects of state repression on other 
resistance struggles. Other articles 
on security culture are easily search- 
able on the Internet. 

Money: Some of the most com- 
mon funding needs are for print- 
ing, postage, logistics of actions and 
demonstrations, legal fees and court 
fines. You may want to set up a spe- 
cial bank .account for your group, 
with at least two people allowed to 
sign checks. 

Fundraising: Some ideas include 
benefit concerts; slideshows and 


tabling; public requests for funding 
support via radio shows; newslet- 
ters and the Internet; auctions of 
donated goods and services; bicycle 
pledge rides; foundation grants; 
school money from campus clubs 
for EF! presentations; EF! work par- 
ties; sale of EF! merchandise and EF! 
Journal sales. 

Meetings: Gather for potlucks, 
hikes, music, swims, etc. Meet to 
strategize, plan and carry out your 
actions! Camping and hiking trips 
to wild places in your area can do a 
lot for group bonding, as well. 

Tactics: Awareness can be pre- 
sented through handouts, news 
releases, articles, public presenta- 
tions, participating in public meet- 
ings, etc. Grassroots organizing 
helps by building coalitions with 
like-minded groups and generating 
public participation and input. It's 
also worthwhile to look into utiliz- 
ing the laws that exist to protect 
that which is threatened. 

Demonstrations and Civil Disobedi- 
ence: These are what won women 
the vote, emancipated slaves and 
retracted the US military-industrial 
machine from Vietnam. The quick- 
est and surest way to get a new EF! 
group going is to do a fun, nervy 
action! Bold, creative, confronta- 
tional actions generate media cov- 
erage and announce your presence 
to friends and foes. 

The Earth First! Journal: The 
Earth First! Journal is the voice for 
the many diverse opinions of our 
! : ■ • A' 


movement. All are encouraged to 
submit articles and art on cam- 
paigns, philosophy, biological di- 
versity, resistance, investigative 
reports, humor, conspiracy, con- 
troversies and tactics based on un- 
compromising wilderness defense 
and love for the inherent balance 
of the natural world. Use the EF! 
Journal to update the movement on 
your campaigns. Announce oppor- 
tunities to attend your gatherings. 
If you do an action, write about it 
and send it in. Feel free to get in 
touch with the EF! Journal for tips 
on writing articles. 

Free copies of the EF! Journal are 
traditionally mailed out to contacts 
to be sold at full cover price as a 
fundraiser for local groups (the EF! 
Journal only requests postage reim- 
bursements). Contact the EF! Journal 
office to arrange to have a bundle 
mailed to your group each issue. In- 
dividual EF!ers are expected to sub- 
scribe, since the EF! Journal depends 
on subscriptions to survive. 

A regional newsletter can aug- 
ment the EF! Journal and can focus 
in greater detail on local issues, lists 
of local events and demonstrations, 
and provide more leeway to include 
other items. These newsletters can 
be statewide, bioregional or specific 
to your community. Production, 
writing and mailing should be done 
as a group to get the maximum 
number of voices represented and 
to keep all of the work from falling 
on just a few people. 


The EF! Round River 
Rendezvous and 
Organizers' Conference 

The Round River Rendezvous is the annual 
tribal gathering of Earth First!. Each Summer, 
this weeklong campout attracts several hun- 
dred Earth Firstlers from around the world. 
The gathering is coordinated by a volunteer 
committee and includes workshops, campaign 
discussions, campfire music, a rally with per- 
formers and speakers, and a post-gathering ac- 
tion. Perhaps, the most important part of the 
Round River Rendezvous is the informal net- 
working that takes place. 

EF! activists in North America also get together 
in the Winter for the EF! Organizers' Conference. 
This allows EFlers to converge and strategize 
about upcoming campaigns, actions and events. 

In addition, other global, national and biore- 
gional rendezvous are held throughout the year. 
Announced in the Earth First! Journal, these gath- 
erings are particularly important for developing 
a cohesive activist network and planning actions 
on a local level. 


The 

Earth First! Journal 

The Earth First! Journal is the voice of the radi- 
cal environmental movement. Published six 
times a year, it contains reports on direct ac- 
tion; articles on the preservation of wilderness 
and biological diversity; news and announce- 
ments about EF! and other radical environmen- 
tal groups; investigative articles; critiques of the 
entire environmental movement; book and mu- 
sic reviews; essays exploring ecological theory; 
and an always-lively letters to the editor section. 
The Earth First! Journal is an essential forum for 
discussion within the Earth First! movement. It 
is meant to be bold, controversial, anjusing and 
diverse in content and in style. You won't find 
hard-hitting news like this anywhere else. 

The Earth First! Journal also markets t-shirts, 
stickers and books advancing the Earth First! mes- 
sage. All merchandise is available by mail order. 

For more information, contact (520) 620- 
6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org; www. 
earthfirstjournal.org. 
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Este folleto es accessible en 
espanol. Para obtener algunas, con- 
tacte el Earth First! Journal. This 
Earth First! primer is also available 
in Spanish. Contact the Earth First! 
Journal to request a bundle. 


If you haven't met an Earth 
First! group in your area, con- 
tact the Earth First! Journal. Since 
Earth First! has no central office, 
the Journal serves as an information 
switchboard. You can get sample is- 
sues, the names of regional contacts 
or projects, and information on a 
current campaign. See contact in- 
formation on this page. 





by Miriam Wasser 

There are times and places, many 
times and places, where cruelty 
exists. There are times and places 
where lives are disrupted, where 
babies are murdered and mothers 
taken. Times and places where the 
unparalleled beauty of the natu- 
ral world stands in stark contrast 
to the human activity in the same 
area. But I do not need to tell you 
this. You have seen it in the news- 
papers, heard it in stories and read 
it in history. Political corruption, 
government ineptitude, malig- 
nant alliances and plundering of 
the natural world are all rampant. 
Families who are driven from their 
homes and rendered into vulner- 
able refugees are subject to harass- 
ment and a deplorable lifestyle 
that will be ignored by most. They 
become homeless refugees forced 
to wander across their homeland. 
"Management" is used as a guise 
for power, control and the unfet- 
tered ability to accumulate. 

This could be the beginning of 
an article about a whole myriad 
of issues: worker's rights in China, 
the Zimbabwean economy, our 
forests, the Amazon, the polar ice 
caps — the list could go on. But this 
time, it is about the plight of the 
American buffalo. This issue em- 
bodies and exemplifies many larger 
themes of injustice. The deeper one 
delves into the politics of the buf- 
falo, the more elucidated its con- 
nections to other global social, 
political, environmental and eco- 
nomic issues become. 

Millions of buffalo were slaugh- 
tered throughout the 19th century 
as part of the US government's calcu- 
lated plan to "manage" the western 
US and its indigenous peoples. This 
systematic killing continued until 
only 23 of the original tens of mil- 
lions of buffalo remained, and the 
people who depended on them were 
no longer able to live freely. Only af- 
ter the population had dipped td 23 
were plans instated to save the only 
genetically pure herd of wild buf- 
falo — much to the ire of the livestock 
industry. Still, buffalo harassment 
and slaughter has continued. 

After the particularly bloody Win- 
ter of 1996-1997, when more than a 
thousand buffalo were killed by the 
Montana Department of Livestock, 
Buffalo Nations — now the Buffalo 
Field Campaign (BFC) — was formed. 
BFC, co-founded by Mike Mease and 
Lakota activist Rosalie Little Thunder, 
has, with the help of more than 3,000 
volunteers, spent the past 11 years 


fighting for greater tolerance and ex- 
panded habitat for the buffalo. 

As usual, this year's forecast for 
the Yellowstone buffalo is grim. In 
order to find food in the Winter, 
buffalo migrate outside of the in- 
visible boundaries of Yellowstone 
National Park and into lower ele- 
vations — mainly West Yellowstone 
and Gardiner, Montana. Once out- 
side of the park, buffalo are no lon- 
ger considered "wildlife" and are 
instead classified as a "species in 
need of disease control," because 
politics trumps science. Cattle 
ranchers fear the transmission of 
brucellosis and the loss of Mon- 
tana's brucellosis-free meat status. 
Brucellosis is a bacterial disease that 
affects wildlife and livestock, often 
causing a miscarriage in an animal's 
first pregnancy. It was first trans- 
mitted to American wildlife by Eu- 
ropean livestock in the early 20th 
century. Though there has never 
been a documented case of a wild 
buffalo transmitting the disease to 
livestock, this inflated potential 
"threat" frames them as pariahs. 

The buffalo's status as a threat, as 
well as the protocol for handling 
them as such, is detailed in the In- 
teragency Bison Management Plan 
(IBMP). The plan was drafted in 
1999, by the Montana Department 
of Livestock, the National Park Ser- 
vice, the United States Forest Service, 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec- 
tion Service, and Montana Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks for the long-term 
"management" of Yellowstone buf- 
falo. This piece of legislature helps 
the livestock industry at the expense 
of buffalo and all people and crea- 
tures who coexisted and depended 
on these amazing animals. 

There is, however, a brief win- 
dow of time when buffalo are con- 
sidered wildlife. For the past three 
years, from November 15 through 
February 15, state and tribal hunt- 
ing tags have been issued. In the 
2006-2007 hunt, 67 buffalo were 
killed, and as of early February 
2008, more than 100 have been 
killed this season. Conveniently, 
once the hunt is over, buffalo are 
no longer wildlife in the eyes and 
policies of the Montana govern- 
ment — and more severe forms of 
management resume. 

Winter is rough on buffalo, but 
Spring usually proves to be worse. 
They are hazed, harassed, captured, 
quarantined and/or sent to slaugh- 
ter to prevent their presence on their 
traditional calving lands and historic 
range. Hazing is when federal and 
state agents play modem cowboys, 


using horses, motorized vehicles and 
even helicopters to force the buffalo 
back into the park. At times, hazes 
starkly resemble news footage from 
other government-sponsored wars 
and genocidal campaigns across the 
globe. The IBMP allows for repeated 
and continuous hazing, even at times 
of the year when there are no cattle 
in the vicinity. Brucellosis can only 
live outside of the body for 24 horns 
in direct sunlight, a fact that further 
illuminates how ridiculous it is to 
haze buffalo months before cattle re- 
turn to the area. Hazing operations 
exhaust buffalo — forcing them to 
run for hours without breaks — and 
have killed newborn calves. Hazing 
is a barbarous and inhumane — not 
to mention wasteful, largely unsuc- 
cessful and inept — way to "manage" 
the last free-roaming and wild Amer- 
ican buffalo. 

In this issue, like in so many oth- 
ers, taxpayer dollars are funding 
an asinine policy and aiding in the 
destruction of the natural world. 



Buffalo hazing in 2007 


Meanwhile, Montana cattle ranch- 
ers, like agribusinesses across the 
country and throughout the world, 
receive huge subsidies. 

History provides numerous ex- 
amples of indigenous peoples 
being exploited by settlers and cor- 
porations. Those whose lives were 
once so interconnected with the 
buffalo are no exception. They are 
also at the heart of this issue. Plans 
to slaughter buffalo were concomi- 
tantly designed to destroy native 
populations. Just as the buffalo 
are confined to the national park. 


reservations have been delineated 
and assimilation policies legislated 
for people. A historic connection 
was severed so that money could 
be made across a tamed and man- 
aged country. Today, many native 
people are trying to re-establish 
their ancient relationship with the 
buffalo and introduce them onto 
their reservations. In this light, the 
National Park Service's announced 
plans to capture and slaughter up- 
wards of 1,700 buffalo this Spring 
is even further enraging. 

The National Park Service, dur- 
ing its Summer fly-over, counted 
about 4,700 buffalo — a population 
size the IBMP deems too large for 
reasons that are entirely political. 
Buffalo advocates view this number 
as a step forward in buffalo resto- 
ration, noting that pressure from 
the livestock industry, not science, 
is behind the IBMP. Almost 5,000 
buffalo should easily be able to 
survive in this area — as this ecosys- 
tem once provided for many, many 
more. Buffalo could roam, feed and 
live throughout the greater Yellow- 
stone ecosystem — ideally, all the 
way to Appalachia. But that will 
not be the case this year, according 
to the previously mentioned plan 
for a Spring slaughter. 

BFC is not just a small wildlife ad- 
vocacy group. It is a group fighting 
against injustice in both this and so 
many other causes. The buffalo is- 
sue is a microcosm of inequality and 
injustice on the global level. It is, at 
its heart, the same battle that Dar- 
fur activists fight, and it affects its 
s victims the same way government 
8 neglect and other acts of violence 
| do. The campaign's actions foment 
| change on a local and macro scale, 
f I am often asked, "Why buffalo? 
| Why the Buffalo Field Campaign?" 
£ These are questions to which I 
4 might respond with a discussion of 
? how incredible the buffalo are, or 
how management of them disgusts 
me. It seems to me that, truthfully, I 
am fighting the same battle against 
global injustice as any other activ- 
ist. This is the same battle against 
corporate or government greed, the 
same battle against environmental 
destruction and the same battle for 
the rights of the less powerful. This 
is the same fight for what so many 
of us believe is right and good. 

BFC will certainly be busy this 
season, and the campaign will need 
all of the help it can get. If you have 
ever wanted to volunteer for BFC, 
now is the time! 

For more information, visit www. 
buffalofieldcampaign.org. 
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by Gedden Cascadia 

I have climbed hundreds of trees. As a kid, it 
was a game: Who could carve their initials the 
highest in the old maple outside the library? Of- 
tentimes, it was me; other times, I would climb 
up to check on my mark only to see someone 
else had beaten me by an inch. Creeping out on 
ever diminishing branches, I'd stretch my arm as 
far as I could to try to set the new height. That 
old maple, as large as it seems in my memories, 
still could not prepare me for the awe inspired 
by a truly ancient forest. These trees had sprung 
from a seed placed not by a landscaper a mere 
hundred years ago, but by a gust of wind some 
500 years previously, guided to its final location 
at the site now occupied by the tree I am star- 
ing at in silent disbelief. The forests are following 
a cycle that was ancient when the first humans 
were still grunting over the mystery of fire. 


I remember the first time I ever went up into 
the canopy of an ancient Douglas fir tree. It 
was about 140 feet up a rope to a treesit named 



"Guardian." By the time I got to the top, my 
hands were covered in blisters, but I didn't care. 
The blisters were soon forgotten as I sat down 
on the old pieces of plywood that hung in si- 
lent defiance so far above the forest floor that 
one had to yell as loudly as possible just to be 
heard by those land-locked mortals still stuck 
to the ground. If the wind blew, sending ripples 
of movement through the canopy, I could for- 
get about communicating with the ground, as 
my words were swallowed by the gentle swish- 
ing of the branches. Standing among the moss- 
covered ancients of a Cascadian forest, I knew 
that a stage of my life was over. I fell in love. 
Not with that one tree or that one grove or even 
with that one forest. I fell in love with the very 
essence of forests and wild spaces everywhere. 
Not surprisingly, I didn't even think about carv- 
ing my initials into that ancient Douglas fir. 

I have spent a good portion of my life trying to 
protect those places. No longer would the con- 
cept of deforestation be a mere slogan devised 
to inspire people to recycle. I had made a con- 
nection with a place. Walking the aisles of a gro- 
cery store, I began seeing the insidious side of 
the teddy bear selling the comfortable, soft toilet 
paper. Into my mind sprang visions of an army 
of cuddly stuffed animals wielding chainsaws. 
They were cutting down acre after acre of forest, 
leaving a swath of destruction behind them just 
to meet the ever-increasing demand for rolls of 
tissue with the texture of a pillow for some per- 
son to wipe their ass with. 

Many years have passed since that pivotal 
moment in my life. I have traveled around the 
world and seen forests on all the continents, but 
I will always call Cascadia my home. The sad 
fact is that the few intact portions of ancient, 
untouched forests here reside only in areas that 
were too remote and too hard to get equipment 
into. Thankfully, people didn't have helicopters 
to extract trees during the first major waves of 
logging that hit Cascadia some 150 years ago. 
We are now fighting for these last scraps left over 
from a time when people considered the forests 
to be an infinite resource, and the only controls 
in place to mitigate the damage was the limiting 
factor of how much timber the train could haul. 

Imagine seeing this land before humans had 
such a devastating impact. Imagine traveling 
through the low-elevation groves of 16-foot- 
wide Douglas firs and western red cedars. These 
groves are now nothing more than a memory 
and a few old photos of loggers sitting inside 
the gaping wounds they had just inflicted upon 
the soon-to-topple-and-die, 500-year-old giants. 
I can only guess as to the beauty and magnitude 
of the Cascadian forests back before they were 
riddled with roads and logging projects. 

It is an unfortunate reality that, where some 
may see beauty and essential habitat for the 
other residents of this planet, others only see 
dollar signs and profit margins. It boggles my 
mind that anyone could walk among some of 
the oldest living organisms on this rock called 
Planet Earth and, instead of being touched on 
some profound level, their reaction is to begin 
calculating the board-feet available and the 
money represented in the "timber.” 

1 defend the forest for the animals that need 
that "timber" to survive. I defend the forest 
because there is so little wild space left on this 
planet, and every inch must be protected. I 
defend the forest for the future generations of 
the beautiful and amazing wildlife that resides 
inside the groves of hemlocks and fir trees. I 
defend the forest because I am unwilling to sit 
back and watch yet another bit of nature get 
trampled and crushed under humanity's ever- 
increasing footprint. 

I do not defend the forest so that it may be 
cut at a more "sustainable" rate. I do not defend 
the forest so that the next generation of humans 
can experience the majesty of the wild. I sure as 
hell don’t defend the forest so that a recreation 


source is saved for off-roaders, hunters or casual 
campers. These are all reasons given to try to per- 
suade the general populace to give a damn about 
the destruction taking place. Our entire reality 
is so saturated with the anthropocentric diatribe 
that many have lost the ability to see the value 
of nature for nature's sake. 

Even how we talk about this planet reflects our 
need to humanize what is important to us. The 
web of life is not a breeding female, as the term 
"Mother Nature" seems to imply. However, if such 
an anthropomorphic analogy is to be used, then 
allow me to take it one step further. Our "mother" 
has the boot of humanity placed firmly upon her 
neck, slowly crushing the life out of her. As our 
collective footprint increases, so does the weight 
of that boot. It won't be much longer until we are 
awakened one night by a catastrophic snap echo- 
ing across the land, marking the murder of our 
mother as her neck breaks under the weight of 
her child's boot. 

The Earth is not my mother. The Earth is 
not my anything. The Earth is not mine. I am 
merely a trespasser who is trying to do as little 
damage as possible while mitigating the dam- 
age that is so casually inflicted by the countless 
other trespassers like me. Slogans like "We must 
protect our forests" ring hollow in my ears. If 
someone needs to feel possession of a place to 
be inspired to protect it, then it is just one more 
reflection of the shallow and materialistic world 
that would accept such devastation in the first 
place. We must protect the forests because to 
do otherwise is unacceptable on any moral 
level. We must protect the forests at any cost. 
I shed no tears for the out-of-work lumberjack, 
for who put that person out of work to begin 
with? The environmentalists who stood up and 
yelled, "No, we will not allow the obliteration 
of the last remnants of ancient forest," or the 
loggers themselves who have cut and cut and 
cut until there were only scraps left? The people 
who depend on the destruction of the forest for 
a paycheck are destroying their own source of 
income. The important question then becomes: 
Once they are out of work, will there be any 
unspoiled wild places left? 

I know dozens of scientific justifications for 
why the forests and other wild spaces should be 
protected for the benefit of humans. There are 
hundreds of little factoids one could recite in an 
attempt to inspire the populace at large to care, 
but I don't give a damn about any of that. If I 
have to grin and play the part of the anthropo- 
centric jester to get a little more support for the 
single-most important issue on this planet, then 
I will. (All other concerns disappear if the Earth 
turns into a moonscape and all life — including 
ours — is eradicated.) I will do the dance and sing 
the tune to get a few more dollars or one more 
signature. I'll force down the sickness growing 
inside my gut. I will smile and nod and pretend 
I care about the future of the offspring of the 
person I am addressing. 

I have the utmost respect for individuals who 
can engage in the struggle on that level on a day- 
to-day basis, but I find the words flat, and my 
ability to recite them with any amount of con- 
viction is diminishing with age and anger. I also 
have nothing Trut respect and admiration for 
those elves who light up the night with fires and 
take militant action on the behalf of the Earth, 
but my place is not among either of these groups 
of people. My place is among the ranks of the 
Earth Firstlers who occupy and blockade sections 
of the Earth to try and hold off the chainsaws for 
one more week, one more day, one more hour or 
even one more minute. 

There have been so many sleepless nights spent 
trying to get the blockade finished before the first 
rays of dawn's light expose the work of nature's 
defenders. There is always one more rope to tie, 
one more boulder or log to place, or perhaps 
there is still one more piece of Earth-destroying 
equipment to lock down to while the horizon 
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is already beginning to turn colorful, from the 
comforting embrace of black to the betraying 
tones of yellow and orange. There have been 
so many moments out in the forest listening to 
the sounds of distant chainsaws, knowing the 
next place marked for destruction was the very 
spot where I stood. There have been so many 
"timber sales" that I have been a part of trying 
to stop that sometimes stories get confused and 
arguments happen about what happened where, 
when and with whom. 

The exceptions are those few stories about when 
we have triumphed and held off the forces arrayed 
against us. These stories are well-remembered and 
cherished because there are' so few of them. Most 
often, the story ends in tragedy with the large 
corporate interests winning the day and the ded- 
icated forest defenders locked in some cold jail 
cell far away from the forest. It is hard to watch 
a forest that you have put so much time and 
energy into protecting get leveled in just a few 
quick moments of madness and a few sweeps of 
a gore-covered chainsaw. 

Being that last line of defense can be cold, wet 
and hard work. At times, it seems like 80 percent 


of forest defense is carrying heavy shit up a hill. 
What we do is dangerous, and people have been 
seriously hurt; a few have died. There are crazy 
loggers to deal with, along with overly macho 
cops who need to prove their prowess by chas- 
ing activists through the forest, then throwing 
them to the ground in a pain compliance hold. 
Visitors range from grandmas bearing gifts of 
cookies to rednecks bearing guns. For these 
and many other reasons, not many people stick 
around for long in the forest defense game. Peo- 
ple get jaded quickly, or perhaps the novelty of 
it wears off. 

With every victory being only temporary and 
every defeat being permanent, it is understandable 
why many people take the easy road of apathy, but 
there will always be those of us who continue to 
stand up for the .planet. There are those of us who 
aren't willing to sit back and watch the destruc- 
tion of the Earth. The battle is hard, and there 
is a very real possibility we won't win. Humanity 
seems intent on ripping apart the very fabric of 
life, but we will do what we can when we can. 
Because of us and other dedicated individuals, the 
forests have a chance for survival. 


We may be on an irreversible course to the 
annihilation of most life on this planet, but I 
will never stop fighting for what life remains. 
I will never give up and accept the razing of 
every wild place on this planet and the con- 
tinued disappearance of species after species. I 
have no choice in this. 

That first tree that I climbed is still standing. Af- 
ter all these years. I can still go back and sit under 
it and remember the blisters and how scared I was. 
I can be reminded of the moment I fell in love, and 
that love is what has sustained me along with the 
anger that is invoked by the sound of every chain- 
saw being wielded by greed. The Earth is being 
destroyed, and every one of us is responsible. The 
only choice left is what we are going to do about 
that: accept the destruction or act out against it. 
The Earth is dying but more than that, it is being 
murdered. 1 want to be remembered as a person 
who stood up, pushed aside the apathy inherent in 
the comfort we enjoy as a society, and took action 
to defend the wild and to put the Earth first! 

Geddeti Cascadia has lost sleep at forest cam- 
paigns all over the world and encourages others to 
remember, "You can sleep when you're dead!" 


/ 


Can Emails 



They Can 


Lead to Second-Degree Felony Extortion? 

If They’re Annoying to Banks and HLS 


by Sophia 

In October 2005, the Seattle Po- 
lice Department showed up at the 
Seattle Central Community Col- 
lege Library computer lab just 45 
minutes after Dylan Barr had fin- 
ished sending out another flood 
of emails to Washington Mutual 
Bank to discourage its involve- 
ment in Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences (HLS), one of the world's 
largest animal testing companies. 
The plainclothes cops peered 
over the shoulders of various 
computer users until, eventually, 
they arrested Barr on the grounds 
that he was looking at an animal 
rights website and was therefore 
the person most likely to have 
sent emails. 

Barr had carried out a "denial of 
service" attack. Over the course of his 
two-week campaign, he sent more 
than 5,000 emails to employees of 
Washington Mutual. Most of the 
emails contained phrases such as 
"Dump HLS," repeated for hun- 
dreds of pages. A few of the emails 
stated, "This is what happens to 
companies that invest in HLS," 
with a link to the Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty (SHAC) website or 
the Bite Back website. Other emails 
directed Washington Mutual em- 
ployees to the investment manager 
responsible for the bank's invest- 
ment in HLS stock. Barr sent so 
many large documents to the em- 
ployees that their inboxes became 
full and refused emails from actual 
bank patrons. Barr had succeeded 
in his immediate goal. The Seattle 
district attorney eventually pre- 
sented these emails as evidence of 
harassment and threats. 


Of course, Barr also made 
progress on some larger goals: 
inspiring people to take action 
despite the Green Scare, showing 
solidarity with the SHAC 7 (see 
EF!f November-December 2006) 
and other political prisoners, and, of 
course, shutting down HLS. Washing- 
ton Mutual ceased its investment in 
HLS three days after Barr was arrested. 

After Barr was released from jail 
on $15,000 bail, there were no im- 
mediate charges filed against him. 
Still, his apartment was searched 
and ransacked, and he and his girl- 
friend were questioned by the FBI 
(though, of course, they would not 
speak to the feds). Finally, in March 
2007, more than a year later and 
after Barr had moved back to his 
hometown of New Orleans, he re- 
ceived a letter from the Seattle dis- 
trict attorney's office. It stated that 
he could either accept a plea deal 
or be taken to federal court on two 
felony charges, which carried a po- 
tential sentence of up to two years 
in prison. 

After negotiations, he took a non- 
snitching deal and pleaded guilty 
to second-degree felony extortion 
on October 29. The prosecution 
had argued that Barr was responsi- 
ble not just for the $5,000 of direct 
losses to Washington Mutual while 
its email systems were clogged, but 
also for the $ 1-million stock loss 
from the bank's sale of HLS stock. 
The DA claimed that this was extor- 
tion, regardless of the fact that Barr 
extorted nothing for himself. 

Until the very end, the DA was 
convinced that Barr had been in- 
volved in other SHAC demonstra- 
tions and was part of a mysterious 
animal rights "network," although 


Barr had been acting alone and was 
not even aware that there had been 
any Seattle SHAC demonstrations. 
Barr was sentenced to 29 days of 
community service and $25,000 
of restitution payments, complete 
with a 12-percent interest rate. 

As Barr explained in a recent ar- 
ticle in Bite Back magazine, there 
are lessons to be learned from his 
experience. First, the cops can de- 
termine the location from which 
an email is sent, but they won't 
know it was you if you are using 
publicly accessible computers and 
get out of the place fast. (Obvi- 
ously, it's also wise to avoid leav- 
ing fingerprints or being caught 
on camera.) 


Although the government wanted 
to make an example of him by pros- 
ecuting his case, the real lesson Ban- 
hopes we take from his experience is 
that "this movement is not in decline. 
You are not isolated. There are millions 
of us, and no court will ever be able to 
stop the spread of worthy ideas and the 
actions that arise from them." 

Barr urges everyone to continue 
taking action to shut down corpo- 
rations like HLS and to demonstrate 
support for imprisoned victims of the 
Green Scare. He also needs help with 
his restitution expenses. If you want 
to donate to his restitution payments 
or hold a fundraiser for him, contact 
supportdylan@gmail.com or donate 
online at www.supportdylan.org. 



Dylan Barr 
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LAKOTA FREEDOM DELEGATION 

Declares Withdrawal From 

All US Treaties 

i 


Press conference at which the Lakota Freedom Delegation announced withdrawal 


continued from page 1 
bit more of the declaration's back- 
ground and each of their visions. 

When I interviewed Russell 
Means, one of the founders of the 
American Indian Movement, he ref- 
ered to the Lakota land as the "Re- 
public of Lakotah." 

His vision includes constructing a 
provisional Lakota government to be 
replaced eventually by a governing 
structure based on the elder women, 
as is traditional in Lakota society. 
He also explained a lot of the legal 
measures the Republic of Lakotah 
has been taking and will continue 
to take to reclaim land stolen by the 
US government, and concrete steps 
to ensure an economically strong 
and independent state. 

This is in contrast to what Canupa 
Gluha Mani spoke to me about. Also 
known as Duane Martin, Sr., Canu- 
pa Gluha Mani is a member of the 
Strong Heart Civil Rights Movement. 
While he acknowledged the work 
that Means is focused on as im- 
portant, he explained more about 
the psychic shift the Lakota people 
need to make toward a place of love 
and communication. He refered to 
the Lakota Oyate (People) rather 
than the Republic of Lakotah. 

Although the two of them both 
signed the declaration, they have 
differences at this point. By includ- 
ing both of them in this article, I 
mean to explore a wider range of 
the meaning of this declaration. 

A History of Struggle 

The decision to withdraw is one 
that has deep roots. Looking to 
atrocities of the past, the reasons 
behind this move are clear. The La- 
kota have survived massacres like 
the one by US troops at Wounded 
Knee in 1890, the infamous reser- 
vation boarding schools, a lack of 
basic civil rights, unyielding gov- 
ernment repression and infiltration, 
and institutionalized racism. 

Yet from the Battle of Little Big- 
horn (Custer's defeat) in 1876 to 
the 1973 standoff at Wounded 
Knee to a history of activism in the 
battle against corporate takeover of 
their land, the Lakota have always 
fought back. 

Still, the insidious repression con- 
tinues. Means explained this situation 
to the Journal. "When you are... an 
Indian on an Indian reservation, you 
have no protections by the US Con- 
stitution," he said. "No protections 
against police, against the courts, 
against government of any kind — 
even tribal government. You have no 
protections against corporations or 
individual crimes by non-Indians; we 
have no protections! None!" 

The Lakota were forced off their 
land, the "Dakota Territory," and 


onto reservations in the 19th cen- 
tury. The area they were allotted 
continued to shrink after that. Con- 
ditions on most Lakota reservations 
are terrible: The life expectancy for 
men is only 44 years (and not much 
higher for women). Diseases that are 
mostly unknown elsewhere in the US 
are rampant on reservations. The La- 
kota suicide rate is 800 times the US 
average, and the infant mortality rate 
is 200 times the US average. 

The Lakota Pine Ridge Reserva- 
tion, located in one of the poor- 
est areas in the country, is a case 
in point. "Come down to the Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation and see 
what's going on. That will make 
enough tears fall out of your face, 
and you will understand why," 
Canupa Gluha Mani told the Jour- 
nal. He was arrested last Summer for 
blockading a road from Nebraska to 
keep alcohol from entering the dry 
reservation. "The Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation is the 
death trap of America, with 
all these colonial practices 
going on to this god-forsaken 
day — and nobody in the gov- 
ernment system wants to do 
anything about it. That's an 
insult to us!" 

Things are getting worse 
in the rest of the US, too. Ac- 
cording to Means, "That's 
what scares us the most: In- 
dian policy is now on your 
heads. Your health system, 
what there is of it, was bred 
and born on an Indian res- 
ervation. Your entire public 
educational system: bred and 
bom on an Indian reserva- 
tion. Your land policy: Get rid 
of the family farmer and give 
the land to a corporation, be- 
cause the family farmer is in 
the way of progress. So your 
land policy has been bred 
and bom on an Indian reser- 
vation. These major factors of your 
life, along with the deprivation and 
the continual degradation of your 
constitutional rights by the imple- 
mentation of fear: that's bred and 
born on a reservation. When we see 
America becoming a big Indian res- 
ervation, we don't want any part of 
it. We have to maintain our integrity 
and our identity as a distinct people. 
We have our own value system. We 
have our own societal structures that 
are becoming extinct." 

Land and People 

There is a reason that land is the 
focal point of this declaration. Land 
is often tied to community, to spiri- 
tual well-being and to livelihood. 
In the case of the Lakota, their land 
was outright stolen, the rivers were 
dammed, their sacred mountains 


were mined for gold, and the buf- 
falo that were so important to their 
way of life were slaughtered. Now, 
more than a century later, they 
must continue to fend off corporate 
attempts to use their land for min- 
ing, nuclear energy facilities, hog 
farms and other industrial uses. 

Speaking about the current state 
of the Earth in the hands of the 
corporations, Canupa Gluha Mani 
said, "Our trees are getting stripped 
right off of her like her pubic hairs! 
Those are hers; they're her hairs 
from her mountain. The clouds are 
polluted with all these chemicals 
from these... corporate industry 
plants that are sending this toxic 
waste into the air." 

"There's an old saying among 
the Lakota people," Canupa Gluha 
Mani continued, outlining the re- 
sponsibility of the Lakota to de- 
fend the Earth. "When you keep 



The Lakota name for the Black Hills is Paha Sapa, which 
translates to “ the heart of everything that is." These sacred 
mountains have been invaded, mined for gold and twisted into 

the faces of dead presidents. 

bothering Mother Earth, the Great 
Spirit continues to look upon you 
with dismay, and eventually, the 
two of them are going to conspire 
together, which they always do, and 
they're going to brew up something 
serious... that's not going to affect 
the white man hardly. It's going to 
affect the people who are supposed 
to be doing the rightful thing by 
standing up to [the corporations] 
and stopping them from destroying 
our land, our water, our resources, 
that are a part of Mother Earth. 

"People need to start realizing 
that if we don't really protect our 
resources, our Mother Earth and the 
Great Spirit, they can kiss human- 
ity goodbye in the next 33 years. 

Why do you think global warming 
is happening? Why do you think 
the rights of humanity are being 


stripped away? It's because we are 
stubborn enough to allow it to 
happen. We don't know how to say 
'no' anymore!" 

Promises and Lies 

"The government officials always 
stated, 'As long as the grass grows 
and the rivers flow, this laijd and 
these rivers will be yours.' Well, 
that's all a lie," related Canupa 
Gluha Mani emphatically. 

The Lakota are pulling out of trea- 
ties with the US because, although 
Article Six of the Constitution states 
that "all treaties made, or which 
shall be made, under the author- 
ity of the US, shall be the supreme 
law of the land," it seems that the 
US never intended to honor any of 
them. Treaties of "peace and friend- 
ship" were signed in the early years 
of the 19th century, shortly after 
the Louisiana Purchase, and were 
routinely violated as colo- 
nial "settlers" pushed west. 
The first treaty of Fort Lara- 
mie was signed in 1851 and 
specifically recognized a 
sovereign and independent 
Lakota nation. This too was 
broken, leading to more 
conflict unfavorable to the 
US. So it called for another 
treaty meeting at Fort Lara- 
mie in 1868. This stated that 
the US would close the ma- 
jor road through the Lakota 
territory and the military 
forts along it, as well as keep 
US troops and settlers out of 
the area. 

This time, the US broke 
the treaty right away, allow- 
ing railroad and mining ven- 
tures into the area. In the 
1870s, General George Custer 
charged into the sacred Black 
Hills, beginning the rush for 
gold mining in the region. 
Ever since, the rights of the 
Lakota to self-determination and 
sovereignty have been violated 
and violently repressed so that the 
US economy could grow. 

1974 to 2007 

The predecessor of the 2007 dec- 
laration came in 1974, with the 
Declaration of Continuing Inde- 
pendence. It was written by the 
first International Indian Treaty 
Council, which was attended by 
more than 5,000 people represent- 
ing 97 tribes. Means, who was in 
attendance, recalls, "Among the 
Lakota, we had most of our elders 
there, a few dozen men and wom- 
en in their 70s, 80s and 90s at the 
time. They had been born in the 
1800s, had never gone to school 
and had been raised by people 
who were born free. They had a 


Page 22 Earth First I Eostar 2008 




A pleasantly surprising, I-guess-you- A backstabbing, sleeping-with-the- 
have-one-good-deed-in-you wolf to several enemy, you' ve gonc-bananas lickspittle 
phone companies, who cut off FBI wiretaps poodle to Rainforest Alliance, which is con- 
used to eavesdrop on suspected criminals this veniently profiting from rainforest destruction. 
January. More than half of the FBI's 990 phone Rainforest Alliance receives 30 percent of its 
bills were not paid on time, so the phone com- funding by certifying industrial logging through 
panies pulled the plug, resulting in lost its Smartwood program. It is the largest such 
A s£P) evidence. As Michael German, a former certifier in the world. Smartwood certification 
FBI agent and current American Civil follows Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) gulde- 
n' Liberties Union national security policy lines, which Rainforest Alliance claims will en- 

. ’ counsel, put it, "It sounds as though the tele- sure sustainable forestry. 

Alcorns believe it when the FBI says the warrant is In truth, FSC guidelines allow first-time log- 

in the mail, but not when it says the check is in ging of pristine ancient forests. In addition to en- 
the mail." abling legal, unsustainable logging, Smartwood 

If anyone should know how to break the law at has issued FSC certificates to various companies 
this point, it's the FBI. Don't they know by now involved in illegal logging. Also, Rainforest Alli- 

that you have to obey the little laws if you're go- ance has issued "ethical certificates" to Chiquita, 

ing to break the big ones? a banana corporation involved in illegal deals 

with paramilitary operations in rural areas of Co- 
A no-compromising, unshakably defend- lombia in order to "protect" its certified banana 
ing, eminent-domain-this! wolf to Apache plantations, 
landowners on the Rio Grande, who, in a na- 
tional media conference call on January 7, told 
Homeland Security to halt the seizure of their 
lands for the US-Mexico border wall. "The 
wall in South Texas is militarization," said 
JMbI Enrique Madrid, a Jumano Apache com- 
munity member. "[The Border Patrol 
iKta rMR, and US soldiers] will be armed and 
Kg«| shoot to kill." 

The wall also goes against a 2007 
Environmental Impact Statement 
P""\ released for the area and would pose 

</ r A WWr a threat to wildlife. Homeland Secu- 
/fpfiV rity says it will seize property even 
qjj Mr without the consent of the land- 
owners (largely made up of indig- 
enous people). 


A heartless, the-wild-isn't-Six-Flags- 
theme-park, we-just-have-to-poodle-you- 
again poodle to the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS), which would like to start 
a one-year experimental harassment program 
against Mexican gray wolves. It would allow 
people to shoot the wolves with paintballs when 
they are in the vicinity of livestock and human 
residences. "We, USFWS, will modify our permits 
to allow the Arizona Game and Fish Department 
and the New Mexico Department of Game and 
Fish to harass wolves using paintballs. Paint- 
balls deliver a stinging blow that will scare the 
wolf away and reinforce their natural fear of hu- 
mans.... We will issue paintguns and paintballs 
to people who have a documented history of in- 
teraction with problem wolves." 

1 " A not-so-corpulent-cleric but wicked- 

phat-friar wolf to Bishop Dom Luiz Fla- A totally-missing-the-point, hey-you're- 
vio Cappio of Brazil, who, after a 24-day hunger not-Poseidon poodle to James Lovelock 
strike, was rushed to the hospital after losing con- (best known for his Gaia theory) and Chris Rap- 
sciousness. Bishop Cappio, 61, began his hunger ley, who have been plotting with a billionaire to 
strike on November 27, to protest the Supreme carry out the harebrained idea of fixing climate 
Court of Brazil's ruling in favor of a project that change with pipes in the sea. They claim that 
would divert water from the San Francisco River, this will "rejigger marine ecosystems to counter 
South America's fourth largest river. This would climate change." 

cause lasting environmental damage and steal They want to place 100,000 buoyant pipes in 
a water source from thousands of citizens. The the ocean to better circulate nutrient-rich water, 
majority of the diverted water would go to large supposedly leading to more algae, which would 
farms owned by wealthy landowners. Only four reduce carbon dioxide. Their vision is that the 
percent of the water would go to the homes of 100-yard-long, 30-foot-diameter pipes would float 
poor families in the area, who would be charged in the ocean and use flaps to increase the mixing 
a fee to use it. He said after hospitalization that of warm and cool waters. Please join us in reality 
he would "interrupt the fast but not the fight!" for your next scientific breakthrough, fellas. 


1 Ians lor me Future and Canupa Gluha Mani also wants of certain colonial laws that are im- 

" Bringing Back the Way" a chance to "really sit down with" plemented through the US Constitu- 

When asked, Means and Canupa members of Congress and other US tion.' That's bullshit!" 

Gluha Mani explained some proj- government officials. He empha- Means, too, stressed responsibil- 
ects in the works and next steps for sized that, in order to become free, ity. "The first act and the first law of 
carrying out this withdrawal. the Lakota must work on "bring- freedom is that you are free to be re- 

For Means, following interna- ing back the way." These words sponsible — responsible for yourself, 
tional and US law is of the utmost are only a weak English translation And we take it a step further. Each 
importance. "We are not going to of an original Lakota phrase, but footstep we take upon our grand- 
ever be involved in confrontation of it means that the way of love and mother the Earth, we're responsible 
any kind. It would not gain us any- responsibility to others and to the for seven generations." 
thing, because we've already tried it. Earth is essential. He explained that When asked what could be done in 
We've tried armed struggle. I was in the colonizers "taught us never ever support of the declaration, Means said, 
Wounded Knee in 1973, and strug- to understand the type of dignity "We are asking anyone and everyone 
gled against the American govern- and prosperity we once had as a free in the world to contact the corporate 
ment7 militarily fought against it." people, an independent nation. media, Congress and the State Depart- 
He explained concrete changes "We have to take our baby steps to ment, anri to organize on the web— to 
in the works for the Lakota terri- this. I'm confident we will prevail, organize people like themselves, who 
tory. These include setting up a La- And when a nation becomes free think and believe like themselves." 
kota government led by the elder and independent, then and only Canupa Gluha Mani wants to tell 
women; filing liens on (in other then can we really prosper with love readers that "if American people and 
words, reclaiming) all federal, state again. And dignity will return. That's First Nations people stand together 
and local government property how you save humanity. When you to combat all these issues that are 
within Lakota territory, including look at the real picture of reality, before us, then and only then can 
the Black Hills and Mount Rush- nobody implements freedom. No- our world... rise back to the dwell- 
more; setting up a national Lakota body talks about love. Love is never ing it once was. And that's free." 
bank and currency; and generating taught in the home; neither is lan- For more information, contact La- 
power based on wind, solar and guage. What does that tell you? We kotaOyate,(828)230-1404;lakotafree 
geothermal energy. Another prior- have become the wretched refuse @gmail.com; www.lakotaoyate.net; 
ity is opening up communication within our own environment. or Republic of Lakotah, (605) 867- 

between the Lakota and the US fed- "When do we start speaking out 1111; info@republicoflakotah.com; 
eral and state governments within truthfully about the industries that www.republicoflakotah.com. 

Lakota territory, as well as with shame Mother Earth and the. Great Note: Russell Means does not ap- 
other indigenous nations. Spirit? 'Oh, you can't do this, because prove of this article. 
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Drought 


Shadowland 


When I was a child, a greenhouse seemed exotic — 
poinsettias peering out at snow, 

Easter lilies white as wedding gowns, 
glass mysterious with the breath of plants. 

Now, we all live in one, 
the sun a giant gro-light, 
the air a haze of halogen. 

No pounding on the glass will set us free. 

Someday from the lemur-eyes of gas masks, 
we will see faint outlines of our ghosts — 
lisping breath from proboscis-hoses. 

Stunted com will be plowed under 
for wheat fields that do not germinate. 

Shriveled leaves will blanket the ground 
white as drifts of snow 
that once h^ld the prints of angels. 

Sleds will hang on museum walls, 
children's ice skates rest behind glass. 

If science concocts a giant mirror, pale antidote 
to deflect sun, will it crack like a glacier? 

Children, ask grandpa, when you gather at his knee, 
to tell you about when there were birds 
who rode on air you couldn't see. 

— Constance Vogel 

A\ h^vtf YtStWtk tstkc 4 Htfvsl rs 
Jthi | wonj-fr 

Vicki Jsatty 

?.G. 6k 14501 

KtYkAty CA 94712-5501 

Blue Whales 

Blue whales are out there somewhere, 
six thousand of the hundreds of thousands 
that once roamed the planet's seas. 

Now separated from each other 

by thousands of miles, they moan their loneliness 

four octaves below middle C, so low, so slow, 

we humans cannot even hear. But on our ocean liners 

and in our lighthouse kitchens, the cutlery jangles on the table, 

the glass pane vibrates in its frame, and we know 

something nearby is crying out in need. 

Two thousand miles away, they can be heard 
and answered, the loudest sound made by a living thing, 
and we don't know what it says, but only that, 
speeded up ten times, what we hear is a long, blue, 
unearthly note, a gurgle so deep 
we slip down into our own lostness, 
grateful that they are carrying for us 
something bigger than we could hold. 



We have become a country where truth 
and scientific facts are pushed into the shadows 
and hidden from the light of day 

Since the late '40s we have been living 
better through chemistry and dying sooner 
The war was won but truth was lost 

We developed pesticides, herbicides and chemical fertilizers 
We won the war over Japan with atomic bombs 
and malaria with DDT 

Outmoded scientific thinking opened Pandora's box 
plaguing the population with cancer, diminished the ozone 
layer and heated the Earth with C02 concentrations in the air 

Aristotle's scheme of studying the world by 
breaking it down to discrete parts- 
is still in vogue though we know better 

Though of many parts, nature is of a piece 
When we eliminate a thread of life's fabric 
the whole is weakened and diminished 


Our practice of killing what we don't like or find useful 
is as old as man but now reaching new heights, poisoning 
other life and inserting into our cells time delayed death 

Half of the men and a third of women have or will get cancer 
While we heat the Earth and poison our bodies 
Look at our fields and sky and shudder 


Look at our government and vomit 
Look at our corporations and curse 
Look at our justice system and howl 


— Sid Bridges 


I Hate Cars 


The wing still took flight 
Feathers netted the wind 
And swayed the bone 
In a roadkill duck 
Half a mile from 
A fox squirrel ever reaching for 
Its last step 
Unusually bloodred. 

Another quarter mile 
Is a turtle who made it to the shoulder 
With shell broken in several 
Long, hard, dark places. 



I hate airplanes too. 


— Gail Rudd Entrekin 


— Jenny McBride 
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He Wilf Be Mi 


by Katuah Cares 

Mike Edge died on Decem- 
ber 21, after a struggle with 
cancer. Some of y'all may 
remember Mike as Sketchy 
Mike or Chattanooga Mike. 

An active member of Katuah 
EF! in Chattanooga and 
Knoxville, Tennessee, he 
was 26 years old. 

Mike was completely 
dedicated to stopping 
mountaintop removal 
coal mining (MTR). After 
his participation in Moun- 
tain Justice Summer (MJS) 

2005, he went to engineering 
school to learn about designing 
better windmills and other alterna- 
tive power sources. 

"I decided that the best way for 
me to duke it out with King Coal 
is to fight his technology for a ca- 
reer," said Mike in a letter to his 
friends. "If I keep going and get a 
doctorate afterward for teaching 
on the college level, I may have the 
Summers off to run amok! Ah, yes, 
Professor Edge. I like that. 'Now, 
for extra credit, students, partici- 
pate in a direct action against King 
Coal.' Sweet!" 

Among his efforts to improve 
life on this planet, Mike went to 
Idaho to work on wind turbine 
construction in the dead of Whi- 
ter. He also took part in treesits in 
California and protests in the East. 
He always promoted the conserva- 
tion of water, electricity, air, ani- 
mals and human life. 


Mike at a Mountain Justice Summer protest in 2005 


Outside of his great work for the 
environment, Mike was active with 
the Women's Action Council. He 
helped out every year with the Va- 
gina Monologues. He also organized 
awareness-raising events about sex- 
ual assault, intimate partner vio- 
lence and reproductive rights. 

Since childhood, Mike brought 
constant laughter to his family and 
friends. Not a day passed— even 
when he was in pain — without 
him finding something to lighten 
the mood and heart. When he told 
his mother about his cancer, Mike 
said, "Mom, I'm dying of cancer, 
but guess what? It could be worse. 
I might have had to breathe smog 
and eat dirt for years to get where I 
am today." 

MJS and Earth First! really repre- 
sented for Mike at his funeral on De- 
cember 23. It was so apparent how 
much he meant to us and we to him. 
Mike loved MJS and the community. 


It changed his whole life path — and 
he changed many of us. 

On January 19, friends and family 
attended a wake in Mike's remem- 
brance. The evening was an inspira- 
tion for his friends to continue the 
fight to "save the world," using his 
phrase. After dinner, the celebration 
commenced with a bottle of rum, a 
display of his urn and pictures, a 
screening of some martial arts mov- 
ies and some per- 
sonal stories about 
Mike. Spontane- 
ous community 
flossing ensued. As 
the night wore on, 
someone broke 
out the German 
techno music, and 
the crowd tried to 
feel the groove. In 
a vision, we saw 
Mike's ashes leap 
from the table in 


a beautiful display of dance fever 
that showed us all up. 

We should all play Frisbee and 
engage in martial arts battles — it's 
how Mike would like to be remem- 
bered. He hated cut flowers and 
said that if you want to remember 
him, please plant a tree for him. 
MJS has committed to buying 26 
blight-resistant chestnut trees to 
plant in his memory. 

We can't believe Mike is gone. 
He was so young and just getting 
started in life. We were glad to have 
known him and are proud that he 
was a part of MJS. Yo, Mike, say hi 
to Jamie and Sue. We miss you all 
and love you. For the mountains, 
Mike Edge — pjesente. 

Tacy Gorton, Mike's mom, can be 
written to at 1436 Ely Rd, Hixon, 
TN 37343; pietra4_4@yahoo.com. 


Mike in Europe 


Making Nature Poetry "Cool" Again 


by Dennis Fritzinger 

Earth Shattering: Ecopoems, by Neil Astley, 
Bloodaxe Books, 2007. 

Poetry has played a part in Earth First! since its 
inception. Poet Gary Snyder read at Earth First! 
fundraisers, and San Francisco poet Art Goodtimes 
volunteered to edit a page of poetry in the Earth 
First! Journal that he named "Armed With Visions." 
Moreover, poetry made its appearance at campfires, 
demonstrations and every rally, with poets filling 
the role of entertainer, mischief-maker and tribal 
storyteller. They shared this role with Earth First! 
musicians, but the poets' access to the printed page 
ensured a lasting influence. 

Fast forward to 2007. An Englishman named 
Neil Astley, the guiding light and founder of 
Bloodaxe Books (a publishing company devoted 
solely to poetry), turned his considerable edi- 
torial skills to the seemingly impossible task of 
making nature poetry "cool” again. 

Citing a bias that some hold against nature po- 
etry, he points out that this is a misconception of 
the ignorant, who are not aware that nature po- 
etry has made itself relevant by keeping up with’ 
the times. "Daffodils," by English poet William 
Wordsworth, is in some ways a quintessential 
nature poem, yet it's pure calendar art — it leaves 
out the smokestacks in the background and the 



rotting fish in the foreground. To distinguish 
itself from the Wordsworthian kind, contempo- 
rary nature poetry that brings in those modern 
details is now called "ecopoetry" — a poetry that 
embraces nature and humans' (often negative) 
relationships to nature. 

This book, Earth Shattering: Ecopoems, is basically 
a dirge. If anything, it's depressing: a catalog of hu- 
man misbehavior through time, beginning with 
17th- and 18th-century England and continuing 


into the global present. It's a pity that there aren't 
more victories we can celebrate. 

Still, there's no denying the book’s power. Ast- 
ley is a clever and knowledgeable anthologist. He 
provides us with many poems important for his- 
torical reasons, many poems that challenge the 
way we look at the world, a few poems that are 
so sublime I can only look on them with awe, 
and some that are so terrifying that I want to 
shriek and run away. 

A bookseller is in the business of selling 
books, yet I doubt this is Astley's purpose 
here, given that he has tackled such a diffi- 
cult subject. Instead, I think that Astley has « 
assumed the activist's role, in which one glee- 
fully informs the audience of a few inconve- 
nient truths. 

Earth Shattering: Ecopoems hasn't received the 
attention it deserves. However, this book has 
staying power. It presents a considerable intel- 
lectual edifice that is a bit more challenging than 
the latest scandal coming out of Hollywood, 
London or Washington, DC. 

Dennis is active with the Warrior Poets Society. 

He also compiles and maintains Armed With Vi- 
sions, the poetry section found inside each issue 
of the Earth First! Journal. To submit an original 
poem, send it to Warrior Poets Society, POB 14501, 
Berkeley, CA 94712-5501. 
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Caged Frieni 


BY DONNY 

Free Jeff Luers, Free the World, compiled and re- 
leased by Friends of Jeffrey "Free" Luers, 2007. 

For those of you who have been living in a 
cave for the past seven years, Jeffrey "Free" Lu- 
ers is an eco-activist who helped torch three 
SUVs in 2000. In June 2001, he was sentenced 
to 22 years and eight months in prison. Last 
year, the Oregon Court of Appeals agreed to 
withdraw this unusually draconian sentence 
and issue a new one that may be as much as 
15 years shorter. Hopefully, he'll be "free" with 
the rest of us very soon. 

Of course, all of this legal wrangling requires a 
lot of money. To help cover the expenses, Friends 
of Jeffrey "Free" Luers has put together this com- 
pact disc. It is compiled entirely of songs donated 
by Luers' supporters. The insert promises that all 
of these songs are either favorites of Luers' or fa- 
vorites of his support group. 

Persynally, I think it's really interesting to get a 
glimpse into the musical tastes of people I consider my 
companedcs. Because, though we are all united in our 
dedication to defend the Earth, we often come to this 
movement from very different places. That feeling re- 
ally comes across for me when I listen to this album. 

While it's bound to have something that pretty 
much everybody is going to like, it's also going to have 
at least a few tracks that aren't for all of us. Honestly, 
this seems to be as good an analogy for the Earth First! 


movement as any, so it's fitting that this is how the 
compilation shapes up. 

Highlights for me include a live version of 
Casey Neill's biocentric call to arms, "Flaming Ar- 
rows"; jTchKungl's dirge-like "New Earth Rising"; 
the feedback-laden punk of the Happy Bastards 
in "Great White Plague"; and Desert Rat's always 
gallant performance of "Eugene the Anarchist." 
Ultimately, my favorite selection has to be the 
extremely touching "Song for Rod Coronado," 
by Dana Lyons. That guy just has a special knack 
for grabbing his listeners and mesmerizing them 
with his voice and guitar. 

Except for one hip-hop tune by Grand Prix, the rest 
of the album is rounded out primarily by folk songs 
from Francine Allen, Thunder Craig, Mill a h-Uile 
Rud, Spring, the Lonesome Shack and David Rovics. 

The last track is a speech Luers gave from his 
prison cell to the 2005 Environmental Law Con- 
ference about the urgency of working to halt 
global warming. While he is often thought of 
primarily as a treesitter for his co-founding of 
the old-growth canopy defense group Red Cloud 
Thunder and his constant vigilance at the Fall 
Creek treesit in Oregon, it's important not to 
create a one-dimensional image of anybody. In 
Luers' case, he sees forest defense and the need 
to stop global warming as intertwined in a larger 
eco-revolutionary struggle. When he committed 
the arson he is in prison for, it was very specifi- 
cally to draw attention to the role SUVs play in 


causing climate change. This connection has re- 
mained a central point for Luers ever since. 

Luers summed up the situation in an interview with 
this very publication (see EF!J November-December 
2001): "We are at a critical point in herstory right 
now — not only ecologically, but in our human in- 
teractions, as well. The future is going to be what 
we make it. We are either going to end up living 
in a world void of any wild places or natural diver- 
sity, an oppressive police state monoculture, or we 
are going to finally realize that we need to put our 
differences aside — come together, learn from each 
other and create the world we want to live in. The 
greatest challenge we face is that it is much easier 
to accept things as they are and to give up hope 
than it is to try and make a difference. We have the 
power, we only need to realize it." 

Copies of Free Jeff Luers, Free the World are 
available postage-paid for $14. To obtain one 
(or 10) or to get in touch with Friends of Jeffrey 
"Free" Luers, write to POB 3, Eugene, OR 97440 
or visit www.freefreenow.org. The support 
group has also set up donation gift packages to 
reward supporters for giving various amounts 
of money. Inquire with them for details. 

To get in touch with Luers while he awaits 
resentencing, write to Jeffrey Luers #1306729, 
Lane County Adult Corrections, 101 West 5th 
Ave, Eugene, OR 97401-2695. 

Donny likes to rock hard, but he also likes to take 
it easy and listen to nice songs about good people. 


Marx, Murder and Madness 


by Tim Compost 

Making a Killing: The Political 
Economy of Animal Rights, by Bob 
Torres, AK Press, 2007. 

Making a Killing is written for 
someone without much knowl- 
edge of animal rights, but with 
some understanding of Marxism 
and the philosophy of other such 
dinosaurs. In other words, it is not 
for me, but maybe it is success- 
ful in explaining the suffering of 
non human animals to folks who 
would otherwise be disinterested. 
I hope so, as this seems to be the 
point of this book. Author Bob 
Torres almost lost me when talking 
about animals as being part of the 
working class, but he got back to 
terms I can understand when he 
described the conditions in slaugh- 
terhouses for both the human and 
non human animals involved. He 
also made all the right connections 
between the intertwined systems 
of oppression: racism, sexism and 
speciesism. 

I'm frequently skeptical of peo- 
ple who criticize capitalism but 
don't seem to talk about the larger 
and more insidious beast that en- 
ables its evils. Torres doesn't go 
so far as to name civilization as 
this destroyer of all things good 
and wholesome, but he does ac- 
knowledge the hierarchical way 
of thinking that is ingrained in 
our consciousness by the culture 



as being a larger enemy to tackle 
than capitalism. 

Torres devotes a sizeable portion of 
thus work to a critique of what he calls 
the "animal rights industry," mostly 
People for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA). I find most of these 
criticisms to be right on. He draws 
attention to PETA’s sexist ads and 
wishy-washy corporate compromis- 
es, as well as Whole Foods Market's 
"farm animal compassion standards" 
and other such phony, feel-good con- 
sumer solutions. Torres writes of 
how, while Peter Singer defends 
vivisection and has an ultimately 
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MAKING A KILLING 


weak stance on all things regard- 
ing animal rights, Singer retains 
his practically untouchable status 
as the "father" of the animal rights 
movement. Seriously, F Peter Singer. 
Torres also hates on the Animal Enter- 
prise Terrorism Act at one point, but 
says litjle in defense of its victims. 

This book contains descriptions of 
slaughterhouses and battery cages 
that made me cringe. I couldn't get 
the image of a pig slaughterhouse 
out of my head through most of the 
book. It just persisted in the back 
of my mind; even as I read other 
things, it haunted me. If that isn't 
an effective outreach tool, I don’t 
know what is. 

Torres bashes what he calls the 
violent element of the animal rights 
movement, saying that it is both inef- 
fective and counterproductive. While 
he uses the words "violence" and 
"property destruction" separately, 
he doesn't seem to perceive them as 
separate and different things. He also 
overlooks the great many things that 
are inarguably not violent in the di- 
rect action toolbox. A disagreement 
when it comes to tactics is fine in my 
book and an important thing to dis- 
cuss. However, when you divide all 
animal rights activism into this false 
dichotomy of either PETA-style com- 
promising with all the wrong people 
or this vaguely defined "violent" ele- 
ment and proceed to condemn them 
both, that's just not helpful in ad- 
vancing the dialogue. 

... ; -r. . *... ■ 


Torres' proposals for activism be- 
yond being vegan and recruiting for 
the team are vague. It was reminis- 
cent of reading a Daniel Quinn book 
wherein the reader is introduced to 
this righteous new idea but not left 
with much of a clue of what to do with 
it besides tell other people. After all of 
his criticisms of the animal rights in- 
dustry, Torres says nothing about the 
ways the animal rights movement 
has been successful in recent years. 
What about the Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty campaign? What 
about the fur stores that have closed? 
What about the fact that there are no 
longer any horse slaughterhouses in 
the US? And what about those "vio- 
lent" tactics that result in animals 
living their lives in freedom instead 
of in cages? 

In the end, Making a Killing may 
very well be a good book for re- 
cruiting more vegans, but it would 
do well to expand on the posi- 
tive elements of the animal rights 
movement — especially if it is 
meant to be an introduction for an 
outsider. If I were reading this as 
my introduction to animal rights, 
I would have felt directionless. If 
you present this book to someone 
in an attempt to open their eyes to 
the plight of non-human animals, 

I suggest also telling them that 
there are effective animal libera- 
tion struggles going on. 

Tim Compost thinks it’s totally OK 
to punch Peter Singer in the face. 
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For those who are hesitant to address our own underground and accrued a 1,000-page FBI file 
internalized sexism, racism, anti-Semitism, ab- before turning 25. If you want the violence and 
lism, ageism or homophobia because it might political analysis, I would skip the first 100 pages, 
marginalize the needs of the Earth, this book Yet, Wilkerson's early years may help your judg- 
mental relatives understand how 
you ended up on the radical left, 
as her transformation is so gradual 
they may not even notice and could 
end up wanting to plant a pipe 
bomb themselves! 

I wouldn't continue reading after 
the explosion, since the end is a huge 
disappointment. I read through all of 
Wilkerson's action and reflection, as 
she poses relevant questions about 
howjto create a different world. 1 was 
waiting for a very complex and nu- 
anced analysis, as well as a political 
philosophy with specific models of 
action, but I got nothing. Wilkerson 
just wraps up her time in jail and her 
decision to become a teacher without 
any reflection. Rather than having an 
even clearer picture of revolutionary 
change and how to go about creating 
it, she simply writes, "I am discover- 
ing a hope that can accept that we 
might fail, and already, we can see 
the face of that failure if we look." 
She ends the book suggesting that it 
is naive to act with a clear vision of 
revolution because one won't come, 
and we all must be patient and do 

respond to violence/ How do we, as Wilkerson's FBI Wanted poster from 1970 the best that we can. 

activists, gain political power and ef- > So, if you can stand the narration 

feet change if those with power uphold and pro- documents the result of such a strategy. By not of a burned-out activist, vitally important ques- 
mote a violent system? Wilkerson quotes Mao proactively creating a safe forum to explore tions can be explored in this book. Anyone tak- 
Tse-tung in noting that "power grows out of the problems like sexism and racism in your organi- ing active steps to make the world a safe place 
barrel of a gun," which describes the philosophies zation, you silence important and critical voices for all its inhabitants should keep searching for 
of both the US government and the Weathermen, and limit your revolutionary vision and impact, answers that will sustain us through the impor- 
Our whole world is surrounded by violence: vio- In the case of the Weathermen, Wilkerson feels tant work, keeping us strong and inspired, but 
lence against women, violence against the poor, they were "doomed to crash and burn." also mindful of lessons from the past, 

police brutality, the military-industrial complex, Finally, a problem that Wilkerson only hints Joanna wishes she hadn't fallen for the "maybe 
racism, and the US's violent and racist occupa- at — but which was at the forefront of my mind — this book will be written by a feminist" trick and 
tions of other countries. Our possessions, food, was how the Weathermen seemed to rely on the just read Bill Ayers' Weathermen memoir, Fugitive 
clothing, appliances and shelter are the results idea that struggle served as a symbol, that clear Days, instead. 
of a complex and intricate system of violence symbolism in and of itself would collec- 
against the Earth and all her inhabitants. While tively change the minds and hearts of 
today is a very different time in history than US citizens and spark a revolution. Earth 
when Wilkerson was organizing in the 1960s First! appears to be having this problem, 

and 1970s, those violent systems are still strong too; symbolic struggle and meaningful 

and present in all of our lives — perhaps even change seem to suggest different roads to i[| 

stronger, since our dissenting voice has weak- freedom. 1 took from Wilkerson's reflec- J § r Mf |BBfc 

ened since Wilkerson's time. tions that this phenomenon might be a HSK^BpS Jy| J j§HpP ; fjH 1 1 £ 

What stood out for me were a few organizing symptom of whiteness. Symbolic protest ^ * »■ H -A 

roadblocks that our movement should be wary played a key role in SDS and the Weather- jj/J IHAf A JBP i t JB m 

of, educated about and committed to avoiding as men, while the Black Panther Party (BPP) Ij Mm jjnjf tmmm A 

we march forward in our own revolution. had both symbols to demonstrate its po- L JB 

One big problem that Wilkerson thinks litical framework and practical local solu- r 

"doomed" the Weathermen was their blind ac- tions, such as free breakfast for children. ^1^1^ yL 

ceptance of the "existing paradigm in which The Weathermen leaders believed these 

manhood and power were ultimately determined efforts took away from the more press- *41 IS 

by physical force and aggression." It seems the ing goals of sustained confrontations W 

Weathermen made the mistake of assuming that with police and citizens, which the BPP 
taking a political stance of total opposition to ev- found to be dangerous and negative. It is 

ery aspect of American life would automatically important to speak freely about these is- £jg| 1 

rid the movement of sexism, racism and other sues in any organization, to think about 
societal vices. Unless you took militant action, who has the freedom to do what and how 
there was no "proof" that you were anti-racist, much our perspective has to do with our 
anti-war and anti-sexist, because the status quo skin color. Without a diverse set of ideas 
was inherently complicit. coming from people different than your- 

While the act of physically fighting back self, the scope of radical change can only 
seemed exciting and cathartic for many, Wilk- reach so far. 

erson finds this strategy’ to be more reactionary Wilkerson says very clearly that the 

than revolutionary. Many men at that time were Weathermen were sexist in their struc- 1 a|8B||BjH||^W||jE t B 

trying to find ways to express their masculinity, ture and organizing, but a critique of 

since war supporters called their refusal to fight the Weathermen's whiteness is hardly 

in Vietnam cowardly. The sexism within the vocalized at all. I don't really know if it 

Weathermen leadership and strategy silenced crossed her mind. 

Wilkerson's (and supposedly many others') criti- This book is brutally personal, pains- ~ - - - 'Vj 
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Wilkerson at a women's demonstration during the Days of Rage 
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by Erin and Colleen Elizabeth 

Coal River, by Michael Shnayersoti, 
Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008. 

Exploded mountains, buried val- 
leys and streams, obliterated habitats 
and forcibly depopulated communi- 
ties should be enough to determine 
that mountaintop removal coal 
mining (MTR) is an abomination. 
Common sense should be all one 
needs to conclude that the practice 
is irreversibly destructive and must 
be stopped immediately. 

But the reality is that the power 
structure supporting MTR is deeply 
entrenched. Corruption permeates 
the whole system. Yet, many of the 
efforts to stop MTR are focused on 
attempted legislation. As Michael 
Shnayerson shows in Coal River, com- 
mon sense does not have as much in- 
fluence in the courts as industry does. 
Retracing the past 10 years, Shnay- 
erson uses narratives to portray the 
painful roller coaster of political and 
legal battles around surface mining 
in the southern Appalachian Moun- 
tains. Readers encounter tenacious 
lawyer Joe Lovett, an assortment of 
courageous coalfield residents fight- 
ing to save their homes, ruthless 
Massey Energy baron Don Blanken- 
ship, and others in battles over indi- 
vidual mines and over the legality of 
MTR mining as a whole. 


This look at the legal circus sur- 
rounding MTR is a useful tool for 
anyone who supports the moun- 
tains and people of Appalachia. As 
we fight to tear down the larger 
neocolonial system, we need to ed- 
ucate ourselves about its tricks and 
trades while it still exists. This book 
outlines King Coal's strongholds in 
Appalachia, Wall Street and Wash- 
ington, DC, in a clear, engaging way. 
Only toward the end do the numer- 
ous lawsuits and appeals begin to 
blur together. Reading Coal River 
gave us a better understanding of the 
courts and regulatory agencies, such 
as the West Virginia Department of 
"Environmental Protection" and the 
Army Corps of Engineers, as well as 
an unsettling reminder of the politi- 
cal power wielded by corporate ac- 
tors and their money. 

Shnayerson's primary credentials 
came from his role as a contribut- 
ing editor of Vanity Fair, so it's wise 
to approach this book with the un- 
derstanding that it is crafted in a 
similar style. We had been hoping 
for a book that balances biocen- 
trism and social impacts, which, 
sadly, this is not. The people's sto- 
ries are powerful and need to be 
heard, and Coal River does a good 
job of telling them, but Shnayer- 
son addresses ecology only as it is 
most directly relevant to human 


communities. His use of personal 
narratives to poignantly describe 
the recent history of mining in Ap- 
palachia highlights the strengths 
of individuals in the struggle. 

In his description of the people 
who have come out to support 
coalfield residents (Mountain Jus- 
tice Summer participants and Earth 
Firstlers, for example), Shnayerson 
perpetuates detrimental stereotypes 
based on appearance, and he shows 
a lack of understanding of the ef- 
forts at cultural sensitivity that 
these activists strive for. While the 
author gives well-deserved credit 
to the inspiring local organizers he 
follows in the book, readers are left 
with the impression that Moun- 
tain Justice Summer folks came to 
the coalfields for one Summer of 
marching and then went back from 
whence they came. Many have 
stuck by their commitment to the 
mountains and the people of Appa- 
lachia by remaining in the coalfields 
as allies or by working in their own 
communities to bring awareness to 
the issue and to hold the corporate 
scumbags accountable. 

Shnayerson recounts the rich his- 
tory of many longtime coalfield 
residents, but he glaringly omits the 
even further-reaching roots of the in- 
digenous people in this region. The 
one mention of native peoples is an 


offensive comparison of a protest 
march with a Native American fu- 
neral procession. 

Shnayerson does get some things 
right. In his portrayal of Don Blan- 
kenship, he couldn't have created 
a nastier, more ruthless character 
if he'd been writing fiction! The 
stories of bribery, union busting, 
negligence, buying elections, in- 
timidation, exploitation and un- 
abashed greed show the danger of 
a capitalist system in which one 
man with enough money can wield 
power without limit. 

We would hope that a book that 
illuminates how pointless it is to 
assume legal victories can bring 
about lasting change would end 
with the seemingly obvious con- 
clusion that systemic change is 
necessary. Shnayerson demon- 
strates how these systems oper- 
ate, but never challenges their 
existence overall. In fact, he tries 
to leave readers with the hope 
that change is possible if the next 
presidential administration would 
simply uphold the laws. However, 
MTR can't be solved as an isolated 
problem. It is a representation of 
this whole society, and as long as 
this society is based on runaway 
consumption, no technological 
replacements or amount of min- 
ing reform will save us. 
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Rights Action Speaking Tour 
March-April 2008 
Canada and Western US 

Rights Action is a multifaceted community 
development, environmental and human rights 
organization based in Guatemala and Canada. 

Subjects for the Rights Action Speaking Tour 
include: Investigating in Conflict: North Ameri- 
can Mining Companies; Trickle-Down "De- 
velopment" and Environmental Destruction; 
Guatemala and Honduras: A Global Miner's 
and Investor's "Oasis"; and GoldCorp in Cen- 
tral America. 

Rights Action will ask interested organizations 
to raise funds and contribute to the overall cost 
of the tour. All profits from the tour will go to 
the work of campesino and indigenous organiza- 
tions in Guatemala, Honduras and Mexico that 
are resisting the global mining industry. 

For more information, visit www.rightsaction. 
org. To host an event, contact Grahame Russell, 
(860) 352-2448; info@rightsaction.org. 

No! G8 Action Info-Tour 
March 6-24 • US 

In July, heads of the states that monopolize 
two-thirds of the Earth's wealth will gather at 
Lake Toya in Hokkaido, Japan. The so-called 
Group of Eight (G8) is the embodiment of the 
global governance that has consistently driven 
neoliberal reform while spreading poverty, vio- 
lence, hatred, segregation and environmental 
destruction across the globe. We can no longer 
let this continue. The info-tour presentation 
deals with issues facing Japan and East Asia, 
such as militarization, neoliberal reform, free 
trade, societal control, environmental de- 
struction, and^the rights of minorities such 
as foreign workers and the indigenous Ainu 
people of Japan. 

The tentative US tour schedule is: March 6- 
10 in Washington, DC (National Conference 


on Organized Resistance); March 11-13 in Chi- 
cago, Philadelphia and/or Baltimore; March 
14-16 in New York (Left Forum); March 17-20 
in Seattle or Portland; and March 21-24 in San 
Francisco (Bay Area Anarchist Book Fair and 
other locations). 

For more information or for international tour 
dates, contact Kaori and Go at 81-3-5366-4797; 
ka-os@riseup.net; go-hi@riseup.net. 

Spring Regional Rendezvous 
in Western-Central Appalachia 

March 20-23 • Southeastern Ohio 

Join Hock-Hocking Earth First! for a resur- 
rectionary weekend camp-out for planning, 
meeting, having fun and bringing EF! back to 
the forefront of the western-central Appala- 
chian region. 

For more info, contact hockhockingef@gmail. 
com. 

Call for Workshops for 2008 

Round River Rendezvous 

June 30-July 6 • Southeastern Ohio 

Organizers of this year's Earth First! Summer 
Rendezvous are accepting applications for work- 
shops and skillshares at the gathering. Possible 
workshops include facilitation training, bridging 
community gaps, consent, mental health, post- 
issue organizing, EF! response to the Republican 
and Democratic national conventions, bringing 
EF! into the Space Age, and any other awesome 
ideas and knowledge you'd like to share with the 
EF! community. 

We are also in need of funds for this year's 
rendezvous and are asking that other EF! groups 
host a benefit event and split the profits with us. 
Any funds would be much appreciated. 

If you have workshop submissions or dona- 
tions, contact rondy2008@gmail.com. Please put 
the appropriate topic in the subject line. 



Live-In Internships at Farm Sanctuary 
Ongoing • Acton, CA 


One hour north of downtown Los Angeles, 
Farm Sanctuary provides a home to more than 
150 rescued farm animals. It is dedicated to pub- 
lic education, outreach and investigative cam- 
paigns to prevent cruelty to farmed animals. 
One-month internships include 32 hours per 
week of assigned tasks (cleaning bams, shelter 
maintenance, administrative jobs and conduct- 
ing tours) and eight hours per week of training 
in a special project (investigations, animal health 
care, fundraising and more). There is dormitory- 
style housing on sanctuary premises. For more 
information, contact (661)-269-0986; www. 
farmsanctuary.org. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

Support Them! 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and 
prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary ac- 
cording to individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books or 
packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the authorities read 
everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial or sentencing, 
it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although some pris- 
oners are listed together, they must be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain 
a discounted subscription to the EF! Journal by sending a book of 10 41 e stamps 
to POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Individuals who want to sponsor a prisoner's 
subscription should send $20 to the same address. 


SHAC. For more information, visit 
www.andystepanian.com. 

Ecodefense 

•Grant Barnes, #137563, San Car- 
los Correctional Facility, POB 3, 
Pueblo, CO 81002, USA. Serving 12 
years for the ELF arson of SUVs. 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359-086, 
FCI Lompoc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lompoc, 
CA 93436, USA. Serving nearly eight 
years for ELF arsons at an SUV dealer- 
ship and a hybrid poplar farm. 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, 
CH-8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. 
Serving 18 years for using explo- 
sives to target nuclear facility power 
lines and for the alleged murder of a 
Swiss border guard. Camenisch reads 
French, German, Spanish and Italian 
fluently, as well as some English. 

•Ibai Ederra and Julio Villanueva, 
Carcel de Pamplona, C/San Roque 
Apdo 250, 31080 Irunez, Pamplona, 
Navarra, Spain. Serving nearly five 
years for sabotaging machinery at the 
Itoiz Dam construction site in 1996. 



•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Cir- 
condariale, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 27058 
Voghera (PV), Italy. Serving more 
than two years for an arson at a 
corporate office and organizing an 
anti-genetic-engineering protest. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck© 
Clan, #07909-051, USP Beaumont, 
POB 26030, Beaumont, Texas, North 
America. Serving 80 years for aggra- 
vated assault of federal agents, escape 
and bank robbery. “Oso Blanco" tun- 
neled money that he stole from banks 
to the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army in Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, 
USP Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewis- 
burg, PA 17837, USA. Peltier, an 
American Indian Movement activ- 
ist, is serving life in prison after be- 
ing framed for the deaths of two FBI 
agents killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. For more information, 
visit www.freepeltier.org. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for 
the murder of a cop and sentenced to 
30 years to 1 00 years each. For more 
information, visit www.onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Ja- 
net Holloway Africa, #006308, and 
Janine Phillips Africa, #006309, SCI 
Cambridge Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, 
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Graterford, POB 244, Graterford, 
PA 19426, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, 
#AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea 
Rd, Frackville, PA 17931, USA. 

• William Phillips Africa, 
#AM4984, and Delbert Orr Africa, 
#AM4985, SCI Dallas, Follies Rd, 
Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Rod Coronado entered a guilty 
plea to one count of distribution of 
information related to the assem- 
bly of explosives and weapons of 
mass destruction. The government 
has agreed to ask for a year prison 
sentence, and drop charges from 
other cases in Tucson, Arizona, and 
Washington, DC. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supportrod.org. 

•Chris McIntosh, who is serving 
eight years for the joint Animal Lib- 
eration Front (ALF)/Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) arson of a McDonald's, 
has made a number of statements 
justifying rape and racist violence. 
For this reason, the foumal is with- 
drawing its support for McIntosh 
and removing him from this listing. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynes- 
burg, PA 15370, USA. Awaiting the 
results of his May appeals hearing. 
Abu-Jamal, a politically active jour- 
nalist, was framed for the murder of 
a cop in 1981. For more information, 
visit www.freemumia.org. 

•Tre Arrow, CS#05850722, Van- 
couver Island Regional Correction 
Center, 4216 Wilkinson Rd, Victoria, 
BC, V8Z 5B2, Canada. Appealing ex- 
tradition to the US to stand trial for 
alleged involvement in the arsons of 
logging trucks and vehicles owned by 
a sand and gravel company. For more 
information, visit www.treanow.org. 

•Natasha Avery, NR8987, and 
Heather Nicholson, VM4859, HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK. Awaiting 
trial for alleged conspiracy to black- 
mail people linked to Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS). Avery is also serving 16 
months for using abusive words and 
behavior toward a fox hunter. 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP 
Woodhill, Tattenhoe St, Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK4 4DA, 
UK. Awaiting trial for conspiracy to 
blackmail and possession of explo- 
sives in connection with the cam- 
paign against Oxford University's 
primate lab. 

•Sacramento Delfino Cano 
Hernandez and Oscar Santa Maria 
Caro, CERESO, Miahuatlan de Por- 
firio Diaz, Hall B, Cell 5, Oaxaca, 
Mexico. Awaiting trial on unknown 
charges stemming from the popular 
resistance in Oaxaca. Santa Maria 
is a known member of Resistance 
Against Animal Torture. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #1306729, 
Lane County Adult Corrections, 101 
W 5th Ave, Eugene, OR 97401, USA. 
Luers' resentencing for an arson at 
a car dealership and the attempted 
arson of an oil truck is scheduled for 
February 28. For more information, 
visit www.freefreenow.org. 


•Eric McDavid, X-2972521 
4E231A, Sacramento County Main 
Jail, 651 "I" St, Sacramento, CA 
95814, USA. Awaiting a March 6 
sentencing for conspiracy to destroy 
the US Forest Service's Institute of 
Forest Genetics, a cell-phone tower 
and power plants. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supporteric.org. 

•Briana Waters' trial for alleged 
involvement in an ELF arson at the 
University of Washington's Center 
for Urban Horticulture began on 
February 11 and was ongoing at 
press time. For more information, 
visit www.supportbriana.org. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John Smith, 
TB4887, and Kerry Whitburn, TB4886, 
HMP Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, 
Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK. Serving 
12 years for conspiracy to blackmail a 
supplier of guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP Win- 
chester, Romney Rd, Winchester, 
S022 5DF, UK. Awaiting trial for al- 
leged conspiracy to blackmail peo- 
ple linked to HLS. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI 
Victorville Medium I, POB 5300, 
Adelanto, CA 92301, USA. Serving 
four years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with 
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC). For more information, visit 
www. support jake .org. 

•Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP 
Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, Newport, Isle 
of Wight, PO30 5NX, UK. Serving an 
"indefinite sentence" of at least six 
years — with no fixed release date or 
upper limit — for arson against targets 
linked to the vivisection industry. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI 
Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, 
USA. Serving 4.5 years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from her work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit 
www.supportlauren.com. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Downview, Sutton Ln, Sutton, Sur- 
rey, SM2 5PD, UK. Serving 5.5 years 
for conspiracy to damage vehicles 
owned by people linked to HLS. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI 
Sheridan, POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from 
his work with SHAC. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.joshharper.org. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, 
Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN 55072, USA. Serv- 
ing six years for conspiracy charg- 
es stemming from his work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit 
www.supportkevin.com. 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, 
FCI Butner Medium II, POB 1500, 
Butner, NC 27509, USA. Serving 
three years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with 


•Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, 
Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN 55072, USA. Serv- 
ing seven years for ELF arsons at 
a lumber company and a hybrid 
poplar farm. For more information, 
visit www.supportdaniel.org. 

•Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, FCI 
Phoenix, 37910 N 45th Ave, Phoe- 
nix, AZ 85086, USA. Serving 4.25 
years for the ALF/ELF arson of a horse 
slaughterhouse and meat-packing 
plant. For more information, visit 
www.supportjonathan.org. 

•Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360- 
086, FCI Dublin, Camp Parks, Unit 
E, 5701 8th St, Dublin, CA 94568, 
USA. Serving nearly eight years for 
ELF arsons at an SUV dealership 
and a hybrid poplar farm. 

II Silvestre 

II Silvestre is an Italian eco-an- 
archist group whose members have 
been framed for a variety of direct 
actions. In May, Alessio Perondi 
and William Frediani were found 
guilty of terrorist conspiracy and 
participating in direct action. They 
are under house arrest pending their 
appeal. Ragusa and five others who 
are free on bail are awaiting trial for 
allegedly using explosives to-damage 
power lines. 


Other Political Prisoners 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 
1C, WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E 
Hwy 54, Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, 
USA. Before receiving a life sentence 
in the early 1990s for shooting a 
stalker in self-defense, Thompson 
was active in animal rights and en- 
vironmental campaigns. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC 
Carswell, Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, 
Ft. Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving 
nearly nine years for violating her pa- 
role by dumping a cup of red paint over 
the security apparatus of a federal court 
and making warnings ("threats") of 
weapons of mass destruction. In 2004, 
Woodson completed 20 years for dis- 
arming a Minuteman II missile silo with 
a jackhammer, mailing warning letters 
with bullets inside to officials, and rob- 
bing a bank and burning the money. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup- 
port Network, elp4321@hotmail. 
com; www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•National Jericho Movement, POB 
1272, New York, NY 10013, USA; 
www.thejerichomovement.com. 

•North American Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Support Network, 
naelpsn@mutualaid.org; www. 
ecoprisoners.org. 
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Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns; free advertising 
space in the Journal, merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more information, 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, A Z 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjoumal.org. 


AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

BELGIU M 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
GroenFront! Belgium 
2007@groenfront.be; www.groenfront.be 
CA N A DA 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 

Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca 
CZECH REPUBLIC 
Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

E NG LA ND 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton, BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ICELAND 

Saving Iceland 

savingiceland@riseup.net; 


- . ' .•* r - •' 

www.savingiceland.org 
NETHERLANDS 
ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 

Amsterdam, Netherlands 

31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 

GroenFront! Netherlands 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 
Green Korea United 
1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 
136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 
Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don t see one, start one! 


Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Chuk'shon EF! 

sabthebastayds@hotmail.com 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-9507; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail . com 


ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

info@freemindmedia.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 

(530) 241-1007 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 822-1513 
Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst . org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.com 


Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 
Boulder, CO 80309 
wsg@colorado.edu 


Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 

822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

1740 W Greenleaf Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 

(773) 465-7774 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Roadblock EF! 

roadblockef@yahoo.com 

KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1 109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 


Maine EF! 

POB 8064, Portland, ME 04104 

maineef@y ahoo . com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 

MARYLAND 

Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 East Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 

potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

Rising Tide Boston 

boston@risingtidenorthamerica.6rg 

MINNESOTA 

Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & 

Media Project 

POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 776-1721; confluence@lists.indymedia.c 

MONTANA 

Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobmce@panhandle.net 

NEW YORK 

Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(201) 928-2831; activism@wetlands-preserve.org 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raliegh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
risingtide@mountainrebel.net 
OHIO 

Hock-Hocking EF! 

(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kem St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
ef@cascadiarising.org 

Green Anarchy 


S 
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POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
collective@greenanarchy.org 
Rising Tide Cascadia 
cascadia@risingtidenorthamerica.org 
Stumptown EF! 
stumptownef@riseup.net 


EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 
primalwar@hotmail.com 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 


Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 
(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Lone Star EF! 

lonestaref@gmail.com; www.huntsab.org/lonestaref.htm 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 2580b N, Portage, UT 84331 

(435) 866-2137 

VERMONT 

Save the Corporations From Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 
VIRGINIA 

Blue Ridge Earth First! 

blueridgeef@yahoo.com 
WASHINGTON 
The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards 

james@lastwizards.com 

WISCONSIN 

Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 

WYOMING 

Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewindtef@wildrockies.org , . 

PROJECTS 6 
CAMPAIGNS 

Challenging Oppression Within 

earthfirstcow@yahoo.com 

EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

(925) 376-7329 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

(202) 657-6772 * s 

Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85 702 
info@rootforce.org 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 


Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 
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HAVE A GLOBAL 
WARMING DAY! 


Who’s You Farmer? 


ECLUAL RIGHTS 
FOR ALL SPECTFS 


JURE BATS IAST 
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VEGETARIANS TASTE BfITEfi 


—Small 

Groups 

The Process e « 
of Change 8 1 


a collective] 
organizing - 


Stickers. Buttons. 
T-shirts and More: 


peacesupplies 


*7 spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an outdoor school It was not a 
survival school, because I died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 
egocentric. / died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 

“I became alive to many other things — became alive to the Circle, I became alive 
to the native lifeway. I became alive to the connectedness of all things. I became 
alive to trusting, being and the now. 

"My heart is full. / have much to share, more than words can say. ” 

Coyote Three Feathers a.k.a. John Herron (Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

Could a year in the wilderness do this for you too? 

www. leac h i ngdrum . org 
715 - 546-2944 


A variety of sizes and styles of 


Available from the Earth First! Journal 

Visit www.earthfirstjournal.org 

or 

Call (520) 620-6900 for more information 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip+4 


.Country. 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $50 Air Mail, International 
O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 


MiiI: I Credit Card Orders circle one: V isa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson. AZ 85702 

Online: www.earthfirstjournal.org X ^' 3te 


The Earth First! Journal currently has 
an opening for a new member of our 
editorial staff. It could be you! Being a 
part of the Journal is full of rewards — 
working on a consensus basis with a 
tight collective to create a publication 
essential to the radical environmental 
movement. Our new long-term editor 
ideally will have publishing experience, 
be personally compatible with existing 
staff, have excellent editing skills, be 
computer literate, have a sense of 
humor and be able to commit to at least 
a year and a half. As a collective, all 
of the work is shared, so a motivated, 
hard-working Individual is required! 

We also welcome people with a variety 
of talents and activist experience to 
come and work for one issue of the 
Journal as a “short-term" editor. This 
adds to the diversity of voices and 
energy in the Journal. The waiting 
list can be long, but it also depends 
on how flexible your schedule is and 
when you will be available. 

To apply, send your resume with a 
letter of interest to the Earth First! 
Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
Please forward a writing sample, 
activist history and the names of some 
activists who can vouch for you. For 
more information, contact (520) 620- 
6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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Arrested in Defense 

of the Everglades 


by Hope Freid (John Smith 16) 

For fanes and fohns everywhere. 

On the bus, for a brief, brief mo- 
ment, everything becomes still. Mem- 
ories seep in like the urine staining the 
diapers of your comrades. You think 
about how long this is going to take, 
how tightly the zip ties are cinched 
around your wrists, all the times 
you've been arrested before. You think 
about that special someone, no one, 
everyone. For a brief, brief moment, 
you wonder why you're here, why you 
even bother to care at all. 

Without new daydreams, even our 
imaginations become commonplace. 

Number 20 makes a joke, and every- 
one laughs. A smile crosses your face. 
It's OK. Everything's going to be OK.... 

The march began at 8 a.m. on 
February 18, heading north from 


South Florida's Loxahatchee Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge to the con- 
struction site of the largest natural 


gas plant in the country. Invita- 
tions and press releases had been 
going out since before the Earth 


First! Organizers' Conference (OC), 
so the police knew it was going to 
be big. How big, nobody was sure. 

Along the driveway of the site, 
cars dropped off a team of soft 
blockaders, who stretched out ban- 
ners that read, "Revoke the West 
County Energy Center," and, "No 
Compromise in Defense of Mother 
Earth." Three more cars pulled up 
alongside the road and let out the 
Red Team, who rushed up behind 
the blockade and locked down in 
orchestrated splendor. 

It all happened so fast. In 
less than 20 seconds, all 10 Red 
Teamers had locked themselves 
together in an almost immovable 
circle. Thanks to the soft block- 
ade, the cops didn't even realize 
people had locked down for a 
solid 15 minutes. 

continued on page 13 



Lock down protesting development in the Everglades 




l ne Clandestine Insurgent Rebel Clown Army (CIRC/ 
invades a grocery store in Bristol, Englam 


Proclaiming April 1 "Fossil Fools' Day," climate change activists with the international 
Rising Tide network and its allies across the globe targeted companies responsible for run- 
away carbon dioxide emissions. 

The Fossil Fools' Day of Action was called for by Rising Tide and was joined by Earth 
First!, Rainforest Action Network (RAN), the Energy Action Coalition, the Canadian Youth 
Climate Coalition, the Australian Student Environment Network and many others. Although 
we have listed many actions here, we couldn't fit them all. For the full scoop, visit www. 
fossilfoolsday.org. 

Building on the momentum of Fossil Fools' Day actions, Rising Tide is again planning 
international Camps for Climate Action this Summer, in a half-dozen countries. The camps 
will focus on mobilizing the grassroots movement for climate justice and will culminate in 
direct actions against local climate criminals. In the. US, camps are planned in New York, 
Virginia and Oregon. 


Boston, Massachusetts 

At 9 a.m., in conjunction with a 
downtown rally, four activists locked 
themselves to the front entrance of a 
Bank of America branch in Boston's 
Copley Square. They were protesting 
the bank's funding of coal and energy 
companies, which are among the worst 
contributors to climate change and are 
directly responsible for innumerable 
human rights abuses in communities 
where coal is extracted and burned. The 
demonstrators demanded that Bank of 
America stop providing funding for 
coal companies engaged in all forms of 
surface mining and cancel all loans to 
new fossil-fuel-burning power plants. 


"Without the financial support of large banks 
like Bank of America, the fossil fuels industry 
could not continue destroying the Earth and our 
communities," said Elise Ansel, who locked her 
arms to other activists in order to prevent the 
bank from doing business as usual. 

For more info, contact Boston's fossil fools, 
bostonfossilfools@gmail.com. 

Olympia, Washington 

Activists with the Environmental Resource 
Center, Olympia Rising Tide, the Cascade Climate 
Network and Washington State Public Interest Re- 
search Group targeted a Bank of America at Ever- 
green State College in Olympia. The students built 
and attacked a pinata in the shape of a Bank of 

continued on page 6 






kP 




The Radical Environmental Journal Beltane May-June 2008 



Finding Roots in Resistance 
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It's Spring, a time for looking brief moments when I feel a sliver anger and disappointment.... It all 
forward to new growth and new of connectedness with the Earth disappears in an instant when my 
adventures. Somehow, when the and the living things in it. But, I al- hands are submerged in cool, deep 
time for change is approaching, I ways find a way. soil, when I see little green sprouts 

can't help looking back and reflect- While living in Tucson for the past come up from the Earth in a place 

ing upon my life. I need to know seven months, I have become close that was once abused and declared 
what comes next, and the only way with a lot of people — some of them property, or worse — useless. I try to 
I know to figure this out is by criti- are just passing through, and others apply this lesson to all that I experi- 
cizing myself. When was I not lis- form permanent neighborhoods, ence in life: when interacting with 
tening to myself, my community or On March 30, a gaggle of these strangers in my town or on the road, 
the Earth around me? What can I people 1 love, some new friends and when holding the hand of a dear 
do better? How can I work harder to 1 joined together to create a new friend in need of a little support, 
make changes and feel great about neighborhood community space when taking care of myself. It isn't 
them in times to come? I have ex- in a part of town called Dunbar/ enough just to stop further trauma, 
perimented with a diversity of tac- Spring. Our garden lies on a practi- We need to repair the trauma that is 
tics, believing that we need this cally abandoned and trashed plot of suffocating the entire world around 
diversity within our communities land directly in the proposed path us and within ourselves, 
and trying to find my place within of the Downtown Links highway. It's that non -compromise some- 
a movement. Few actions have ever Ultimately, this highway would where between militantly pulling 
left me feeling fulfilled or useful. direct heavy traffic through our out a gun or dropping out of soci- 
Every day, I see the disconnected- neighborhood. Taking the form of ety altogether to live in a redwood 
ness in the eyes of everyone around a guerilla garden, we conceived the tree. We can grow gardens and for- 
me. My dear friend Kim recently Ramona-Magon Memorial Garden ests, not just in our own backyards, 
told me, "We are distant from each and Autonomous Community Park but on the lawns of our schools, on 
other, because we are distant from (named after Comandante Ramona trashed pieces of urban land and 
everything that provides life. We and Ricardo Flores Magon). in the path of a proposed highway 

are disconnected, and our roots are Replenishing life beneath me — bypass. We can lock down to our 
broken. How do we fix that?" It's all taking a piece of traumatized earth new garden, our forest, our mother, 
I can do to even try to form roots and breathing life back into it— is and never let anyone take away our 
that I won't break apart five months the greatest resolve I have ever roots again. 

down the line, or to hang on to the felt. All the fighting, the war. the f ’* — Aren 


Earth First! is published by an edito- 
rial collective from within the Earth 
First! movement. Entire contents are 
copyrighted 2008. Please contact us 
for permission to reprint articles. Art, 
photographs and poetry are copy- 
righted by individual artists, and per- 
mission for use must be received from 
them directly. 

Earth First! is a forum for the no- 
compromise environmental move- 
ment. Responsibility rests with the 
individual authors and correspon- 
dents. The contents do not neces- 
sarily represent the viewpoint of this 
magazine, the Earth First! movement, 
local Earth First! groups or individual 
Earth Firstlers. 
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We welcome submissions of ar- 
ticles, letters, poetry and art that put 
the Earth first, aid in healthy debate 
shaping the growth of the move- 
ment, and advance the creation of 
a world free of speciesism, classism, 
racism, sexism, violence, exploitation 
and oppression. 

Submission deadlines are the tenth 
of every odd-numbered month in 
the calendar year. Articles should be 
typed or clearly printed. We encour- 
age submissions via email. Art or 
photographs are desirable to illustrate 
articles and essays. Send a SASE if you 
would like submissions returned. If 
you want confirmation of receipt of a 
submission, please request it. 

All submissions are edited for length 
and clarity. If an article is significantly 
edited, we will make a reasonable ef- 
fort to contact the author prior to 
publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411 Earth First! is in- 
dexed in the Alternative Press Index. 
Earth First! is recorded on microfilm 
by ProQuest, Inc. 

Please direct all correspondence to: 

Earth First! 

PO Box 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
(520) 620-6900 

collective@earthfirstjournal.org 

www.earthfirstjournal.org 
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Dear SFB, 

Fuck every one of you 
socialist, liberal, commie, 
wacko, environmental nut 
jobs. We Americans will fight 
you back forever. You will all 
go to hell where you belong. 
So fuck/off. 

— Ralph Deckard 

Dear EF!f, 

You are the apple of my pie. 
You manifest awareness of 
our wildest realities. You build 
the contextual playground 
on which we can discuss and 
create the world we actually 
need and refuse the bottled- 
water version of sustenance. 
I am immensely grateful to 
you for providing your awe- 
some publication, and I loved 
hanging here. Thanks for the 
food, support and kindness. 

Much love, 

— Maya Face Pants Monkey Poop 
Dear SFB, „ 

I don't want to start a de- 
bate, but I do want to respond 
to a couple of letters (see EF!f 
January-February 2008) that 
responded to my previous 
letter. Nehar Hudson’s let- 
ter agrees with everything I 
wrote about human's closest 
animal relatives all being veg- 
an or nearly vegan. Except, 
s/he points out that a chim- 
panzee diet is up to three 
percent meat. Well, I won- 
der, what's the purpose of 
this information? Yes, that's 


why I wrote "nearly vegan.” 
If Nehar wants to label a 97- 
percent-plant-eating, three- 
percent-meat-eating animal a 
"true omnivore," then what- 
ever. Still, physiologically, 
chimpanzees, gorillas, orang- 
utans, gibbons and humans 
are far more vegan than om- 
nivores, which is my point. 

As for the argument that it 
really doesn't matter because 
people will eat whatever they 
want anyway: Aren't people 
more likely to lessen their 
meat intake if they come to 
realize that their own bod- 
ies are designed primarily for 
plant eating and, therefore, 
that eating lots of meat is un- 
natural and unhealthful? Sure, 
the environmental argument 
against meat-eating is power- 
ful, but many folks don't care 
enough about that either. 

Michael Novack's let- 
ter (if I read it right) 
says that many 
activists will 
never stop 
believing that 
humans are 
omnivorous, so the 
question is irrelevant, 
and we should get on with 
the activism instead. Michael 
likens me to a "proselytizer" 
who self-absorbedly goes 
around trying to convince 
people of "the truth" — my 
truth — at the expense of co- 
operative action. I agree it's 
impossible to prove whose 


"god" is most real, especially 
since they all disagree with 
one another and can't be 
shown to actually exist any- 
way. However, there's over- 
whelming physical scientific 
evidence that our bodies are 
indeed primarily vegan. If 
this doesn't even matter to 
Michael, that's up to him. But 
to insist that we shouldn't 
even try to communicate 
to one another about why 
what we eat is important is, 
I think, unwise. 

It’s not about being "right," 
Michael, but what's best for 
the planet. I'd like to think 
some people (me as well) 
would change their diet if 
presented with enough evi- 
dence that it would help the 
environment. Yes, of course, 
some never would, 
but why think these 
activists would some- 
how be alienated? 
Those who would, 
well, what kind of 
activism is that? Ac- 
tivism is both with- 
in and without. We all 
do things that despoil na- 
ture, and, for various reasons, 
many of these things we’ll 
never stop doing. But let's at 
least be honest, open and in- 
trospective enough to allow 
for the possibility of change. 
This shouldn’t "disrupt" "ac- 
tivists' common efforts” too 
much, right? 

— Lynn Jacobs 


Dear Editors, 

I feel it is my responsibility, 
as an active Earth First!er, to 
express my deepest concerns 
about our "Mother Earth”: 
global warming conditions. 
We all need to make some real 
changes today, so we can all 
have a better tomorrow. It is 
our responsibility to take action 
today. We can make a differ- 
ence if we start making changes 
for the better, today! 

I have been an Earth 
Firstler for more than a 
decade. 1 have always 
lived an environmen- 
tally friendly lifestyle. 

I have protested 
against loggers 
when I was tree- 
sitting in the red- 
wood forest along 
with Julia Butterfly! I 
know we have made a dif- 
ference in the past by the way 
we live our lives. During my 
and many others' treesitting, 
we received the president's at- 
tention. We now have made 
a difference for the better. We 
have protected land that no 
longer can be touched or de- 
stroyed by man. Our baby owls 
can rest now in their environ- 
ment and live happily forever! 

Just when I thought I could 
rest again, another decade has 
gone by and more disturbing 
news of our environment is- 
upsetting me — the news of 
our global warming. Human- 
ity needs your leadership. 


Together, we can make 2008 
the year that we face up to 
this civilization challenge. 
Scientists recently announced 
that within five years, the Arc- 
tic might be ice-free— a strange 
new open ocean, where bears 
and other beautiful creatures 
will no longer live. 

In this time of desperate cri- 
sis, the world needs your lead- 
ership. We have the solutions 
to hold global warming to the 
low end, and create a safe and 
prosperous future. What 
we will do today and in 
the next two to three 
years will determine 
our future. We are liv- 
ing in critical times. 
This is a "last 
warning" 
to human- 
ity. We 
need to slow 
global warm- 
ing pollution by 2015 
to avert the worst conse- 
quences. Please take one pow- 
erful action today. Reach out 
to a friend, and ask them to 
help make a difference, today! 
There are many things that 
we all can do daily to make a 
difference for the better of our 
"Mother Earth!" 

Love Always, 

— Kristina Marie Ferro 

Dear EF!, 

Thank you for sending me a 
subscription of the EF! Journal. 

continued on page 25 




The Earth Erst! Journal Needs a New Editor (or Two). Now! 


The Earth First! Journal is actively 
seeking a new member of our edi- 
torial staff. It could be you! 

Being a part of the Journal is full 
of rewards— working on a con- 
sensus basis with a tight collective 
to create a publication essential to 
this movement. 

Our new long-term editor ide- 
ally will be familiar with Earth 
First! and the radical environ- 
mental movement, be personally 
compatible with existing staff, 
have excellent editing skills, be 
computer literate, have a sense of 
humor and be able to commit to 
at least a year and a half. When 
it comes down to it, though, all 


you really need is passion and deter- 
mination. As a collective, all of the 
work is shared, so a motivated, hard- 
working individual is required! 

We just moved into a new office/ 
house, so when you first get here, 
you'll live and work in fancy digs here 
in Tucson. The dumpster scene is top- 
notch, the radical community is as 
friendly as can be and there are really 
good vegan burritos for only $2.79! 

The monsoon rains make late 
Summer one of the nicest (and cra- 
ziest) times to be in Tucson. If the 
skies are blue and the Summer heat 
feels like a bit much, there are lots 
of beautiful, cooler places to ex- 
plore nearby. We are in the center 


of the giant saguaro's homeland, 
surrounded by grasslands, canyons 
and sky islands. Mount Lemmon 
sits on the edge of Tucson, at more 
than 9,000 feet tall, topped with 
pines, bears and snow (for much of 
the year). 

Now, imagine being in this setting 
while you're communicating with 
inspiring activists around the world. 
You’ll spend your days getting first- 
hand accounts of direct actions in 
defense of the Earth and turning 
these stories into- the periodical that 
is, more than any other, the one pub- 
lication that radical environmental 
activists use to inspire and commu- 
nicate with one another. 


We also welcome people with 
a variety of talents and activist 
experience to come and work for 
one issue of the Journal as a "short- 
term" editor. This adds to the di- 
versity of voices and energy in the 
Journal. Spots on the collective are 
available as early as July! This is a 
paid two-month commitment. 

To apply, send your resume, a 
letter of interest, a writing sam- 
ple, your activist history and the 
names of some activists who can 
vouch for you to the Earth First! 
Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 
85702. For more information, 
contact (520) 620-6900; collective 
@earthfirstjournal.org. 
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THe GReeN scARe, 

round two 

(four ARR0ST0D for midwest 0LF actions) 


by Josh 

On March 10, four people were 
arrested for alleged participation 
in two Earth Liberation Front (ELF) 
actions: the arson of a genetic- 
engineering agriculture facility at 
Michigan State University (MSU) 
on December 31, 1999, and the 
destruction of commercial logging 
equipment near Mesick, Michigan, 
on January 1, 2000. 

Stephanie Fultz, Aren Burthwick 
and Frank Ambrose of Detroit and 
Marie Mason of Cincinnati were 
each charged with one count of 
arson and one count of conspira- 
cy to commit arson. Ambrose and 
Mason were also charged with two 
additional counts of arson. Almost 
immediately, Ambrose signed an 
unconditional plea agreement on 
March 19. In exchange for the dis- 
missal of the three arson charges 
against him and a reduced sentence, 
Ambrose agreed to fully cooperate 
with the government in this and 
any other investigation. 

The Michigan arrests came just 
four days after Briaria Waters was 
found guilty of participating in the 
ELF arson of the University of Wash- 
ington Center for Urban Horticul- 
ture in May 2001 (see next page). 
Many had hoped— perhaps too opti- 
mistically — that Waters' trial would 
be the final episode of Operation 
Backfire, the FBI's investigation of 
old ELF actions in the Pacific North- 
west (see EF!J July- August 2007). 

On the contrary, the arrests of 
March 10 seem to have ushered 
in the Green Scare's second wave. 
Not surprisingly, this new round 
looks a lot like the first: the inves- 
tigation of an iconic ELF action, 
the intimidation and persecution 
of aboveground environmental ac- 
tivists and communities, a clear in- 
tention to prosecute the actions as 
"terrorism," a press conference polit- 
icizing the arrests before the national 
media and a defendant assisting the 
government's investigation. 

The ELF Takes on 
Genetic Engineering 

Although not nearly as ambitious 
or costly as the ELF's destruction of 
the Vail ski resort in October 1998, 
the burning of MSU's Agriculture 
Hall was nevertheless an iconic, 
original and effective action. As 
former ELF press officer Craig Rose- 
braugh explains in his memoir, 
Burning Rage of a Dying Planet, "Not 
only was the damage quite signifi- 
cant,... but this was the first time 
arson had been used to further the 
cause against genetic engineering 
(GE) in the US. Furthermore, it was 
the first time the ELF had taken 
credit for any GE-related action." 

Predictably, the media presented 
the action as an assault on scien- 
tific efforts to relieve famine in the 
so-called developing world. But, as 
the ELF communique plainly stated, 
MSU's research was funded by the 
US government and corporations 
like Monsanto, which then use their 
considerable power to force such 
crops on desperate nations. These 
nations often resist the importation 
of GE crops and seeds, given their 
significant risks to human health, 


cultural identity, biological diversity 
and ecological integrity. 

By taking action against GE re- 
search at MSU, the ELF did more 
than simply add another ecologically 
destructive industry to its list of tar- 
gets. It also acknowledged the ways 
in which corporate globalization 
victimizes both human and ecologi- 
cal communities. Occurring just one 
month after the World Trade Organi- 
zation protests in Seattle, MSU could 
be considered the first ELF action of 
the anti-globalization era. 

The MSU action is significant in 
yet another way. In the late 1990s, 
the ELF had been something of a 
West Coast phenomenon, mainly 
targeting timber companies and 
other agents of wilderness destruc- 
tion. Beginning in 2000, however, 
the ELF took a growing number of 
actions in the Midwest and North- 
east. The MSU action was a herald 
of this trend, and it helped to trans- 
form the ELF into a national force. 
Given this significance, it is clear 
why the feds were so desperate to 
charge someone with the MSU ac- 
tion. Naturally, the FBI began by 
targeting aboveground environ- 
mental activists in the Midwest. 

A Trail of Repression 

Ambrose first showed up on the 
FBI's radar in January 2001, when he 
was charged with the ELF treespik- 
ing of a timber sale in Indiana. The 
charges were eventually dropped 
without explanation, but Ambrose 
had already received the dubious 
honor of being the first person ar- 
rested for an ELF action in the US. 

In 2003, Mason and Ambrose were 
working with Massasauga Earth First! 
(MEF!) and Sweetwater Alliance 
in southern Michigan, to stop the 
privatization of the state's water sup- 
ply by Ice Mountain, a Nestle subsid- 
iary. MEFl's aboveground activism 
for resource rights and watershed 
protection, as well as its vocal sup- 
port for the ELF's attempted arson of 
an Ice Mountain pumping station 
on September 21, quickly attracted 
the attention of the FBI (see EF!J 
March- April 2004). On October 28, 
2003, Mason and Ambrose received 
subpoenas demanding that they 
provide fingerprints and DNA sam- 
ples to a federal grand jury. When 
their attempts to appeal these sub- 
poenas failed, the two were forced 
to provide the grand jury with the 
requested materials. 

The FBI's harassment of Mason 
intensified during this past year, 
as the feds repeatedly and unsuc- 
cessfully tried to discuss Midwest 
ELF actions with her. The situa- 
tion came to a head on the night of 
February 7, when Mason's 16-year- 
old daughter caught a plainclothes 
police officer tinkering with the 
underside of Mason's car. The cop 
claimed that he was searching for 
burglars and departed, only to re- 
turn with a uniformed officer later 
that night. They walked right into 
Mason's house, through the front 
door and without consent, but left 
when confronted. 

When Mason inspected the un- 
derside of her car, she discovered 
a Global Positioning System (GPS) 
receiver attached to the chassis — a 


common method of covert sur- 
veillance. Almost immediately, a 
pickup truck charged onto Mason's 
front lawn, and four to five plain- 
clothes officers jumped out. With 
guns drawn, they ordered Mason, 
her daughter and a friend onto the 
ground, reclaimed the GPS unit by 
force and interrogated the trio for 
half an hour before letting them go. 
One month later, FBI and Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security agents 
returned, this time with a warrant 
for Mason's arrest. 

The Indictment and 
Press Conference 

The federal indictment against 
Mason, Fultz, Burthwick and Am- 
brose reveals two particularly inter- 
esting pieces of information. 

First, the indictment repeatedly 
refers to an anonymous "person 
known to the grand jury." Many 
have taken this language to mean 
that this person is an informant, 
but there is no proof of this. Such 
phrasing may indicate that the feds 
are not yet ready to charge this indi- 
vidual, or it may be a clever attempt 
to turn the defendants against one 
another. Until reliable infqrmation 
becomes available, no assumptions 
should be made about this person's 
identity or role in the investigation. 
There are few things more damag- 
ing to solidarity than speculation 
about snitches. 

Second, the indictment is care- 
fully worded to ensure that the two 
ELF actions are treated as federal 
crimes, even though they both oc- 
curred within a single state. The in- 
dictment repeatedly describes the 
targets as receiving federal financial 
aid and participating in interstate 
commerce. It also claims that "the 
object of the conspiracy was for 
the defendants to influence and af- 
fect the conduct of government. . . by 
means of force, violence, intimida- 
tion and coercion." This leaves little 
doubt that the government will seek 
terrorism enhancements against the 
defendants during sentencing, just 
as it did in the Oregon cases. 

During the March 11 press con- 
ference announcing the arrests, the 
government presented the MSU ac- 
tion as a "significant act of domes- 
tic terrorism," even though none of 
the defendants have been charged 
with violating actual terrorism 
statutes. Moreover, MSU President 
Anna K. Simon made broad and 
unfounded claims about the ELF's 
intentions: "This was more than an 
attack on a building.... It was an as- 
sault on the core value of free and 
open inquiry...." In other words, 
the ELF didn't bum down a research 
lab because of its rational opposi- 
tion to genetic engineering; the ELF 
burned down a research lab because 
it hates freedom. Sound familiar? 

Ambrose Turns Informant 

Back in 2001, when charged with 
treespiking, Ambrose told the local 
media, "I've said this before, and I'll 
say it again: The FBI's the best agency 
in the world at convicting innocent 
people." It is this sort of uncom- 
promising sentiment that makes 
Ambrose's current cooperation 
with the FBI particularly surprising 



Marie Mason 


and disappointing. Pretrial discov- 
ery has already revealed that Am- 
brose has been assisting the feds 
since April 2007- More details about 
the nature and extent of his cooper- 
ation will likely emerge in the com- 
ing months. 

As a condition of his plea agree- 
ment, Ambrose admitted to partici- 
pating in 1 1 additional ELF actions 
that occurred in Michigan and In- 
diana between August 1999 and 
June 2003. For the sake of security, 
it should be assumed that Ambrose 
has already supplied the FBI with the 
names of alleged participants. Such 
information is likely to fuel further 
FBI investigations in the Midwest 
and beyond. Environmental activ- 
ists, especially those who know or 
have worked with Ambrose, should 
prepare themselves for possible en- 
counters with the FBI. 

There is one thing that is par- 
ticularly new and troubling about 
Ambrose's plea agreement. Almost 
hidden within pages of legal jargon 
is the following sentence: "Defen- 
dant stipulates and admits that the 
property destruction attributable to 
his pattern of criminal activity on 
behalf of the ELF... was intended 
to promote a federal crime of ter- 
rorism as defined by 18 US Code § 
2332b(g)(5)." 

Past plea agreements have re- 
quired defendants to make nu- 
merous admissions, including 
carefully worded explanations of 
their actions and motives. This in- 
formation is then used against them 
during sentencing to secure terror- 
ism enhancements. However, to my 
knowledge, no defendant in an ELF 
case has ever been required to admit 
to being a terrorist under the provi- 
sions of the USA PATRIOT Act. 

The application of the terror- 
ism enhancement against ELF 
defendants was one of the key law- 
enforcement innovations of Opera- 
tion Backfire. It could be that the 
intended purpose of the Midwest 
case is to establish monkeywrench- 
ing and ecodefense as established 
forms of terrorism under the USA 
PATRIOT Act. 

There can be no doubt: The next 
phase of the Green Scare has begun. 

What Burthwick, Fultz and Ma- 
son need most now is support! 
Burthwick and Fultz were released 
on bail; their needs are not cur- 
rently known. Mason is also free on 
bail (but under house arrest) await- 
ing trial. Her legal expenses have 
already surpassed $10,000, and 
she is in desperate need of dona- 
tions to her defense fund. Checks 
and money orders should be made 
out to "Books for Prisoners," with 
a note that they are fof Mason's le- 
gal support. 

To make a donation or for 
more information, contact Got 
Your Back: Friends of Marie Ma- 
son, POB 19065, Cincinnati, OH 
45219; freemarie@riseup.net; www. 
midwestgreenscare.org. 
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by Leon Janssen 

Briana Waters, a 32-year-old vio- 
lin teacher and mother, was in- 
dicted in April 2006, for aiding the 
Earth Liberation Front (ELF) arson 
of the University of Washington 
(UW) Center for Urban Horticulture 
in May 2001. Waters was charged 
toward the end of a string of indict- 
ments stretching back to December 
7, 2005, when the FBI's Operation 
Backfire made numerous arrests for 
a series of ELF arsons that happened 
between 1996 and 2001. 

The twisted legal travesty of Wa- 
ters' case began when she was in- 
dicted in Tacoma, Washington, 
rather than Seattle (where the ar- 
son occurred). The Tacoma judge, 
Franklin Burgess, is renowned for 
favoring the prosecution. Waters 
went to trial facing five criminal 
charges: one count of conspiracy, 
two overlapping counts of arson 
and two counts of using a destruc- 
tive device in a crime of violence. 
Waters steadfastly maintains her 
innocence of these charges to this 
day. She is also the only one of the 
Operation Backfire defendants to 
take her case to trial. 

On March 6, after four and a half 
days of deliberating, the jury re- 
turned a verdict of guilty on the two 
afson charges but deadlocked on the 
other three charges. This was a heavy 
blow to Waters and her supporters, 
who had witnessed the use of selec- 
tive evidence, doctored evidence 
and fear-mongering by the prosecu- 
tion. The government alleged that 
Waters served as a lookout and ac- 
quired a car used for the action, yet 
there was no physical evidence link- 
ing her to the action. The case rested 
on the testimony of two informants 
involved in several ELF actions. 

In the defense's, opening state- 
ment, attorney Bob Bloom re- 
minded the jury of the basics of 
the case: that Briana Waters was 
not there; she was not involved. As 
much as the prosecution could try 
to spin the facts to its advantage, it 
was the jury's job to look at things 
through the filter of reason. 

The prosecution began its case 
with the testimony of Federal 
Agent John Comery, who went 
into excruciating detail about 
nearly every ELF action from 1996 
to 2001 except the UW arson. This 
was a format the prosecution 
would revert to again and again 
throughout the trial, seemingly to 
bore the jury into submission. 

The first week of the trial featured 
the testimony of informant Lacey 
Phillabaum (a former Earth First! 
Journal editor), who pleaded guilty 
in October 2006 to participating in 
the UW arson. She went into great 
detail about how she got involved 
in Earth First!, the buildup of her 
activism through the 1999 World 
Trade Organization protests and 
how she eventually escalated her 


activism through the formation 
of the "Book Club" (a misleading 
title given to secret meetings to 
discuss ELF actions and skills). She 
described what she "remembered" 
about the events leading up to the 
UW arson, including specific details 
of the action that were later contra- 
dicted by the testimony of the other 
informant, Jennifer Kolar. 

On cross-examination by the de- 
fense, Phillabaum was cagey and 
evasive. However, she was very ef- 
fective in her game of deceit, using 
big words, arguing semantics and 
implementing debating techniques 
to avoid answering questions. 
Throughout Phillabaum's testimony, 
it was obvious to courtroom observ- 
ers that she was well-rehearsed. 

The next week, the prosecu- 
tion called Robert Corrina, Waters' 
cousin who lives in Olympia. Wa- 
ters had stayed with him off and 
on for a couple years. He recounted 
his story for the prosecution: Wa- 
ters had asked him to rent a car for 
her, and he agreed. The prosecution 
went over the details of the rental 
with him, as well as what happened 
the weekend of the arson. 

However, during cross-examination, 
Bloom effectively destroyed Corrina's 
credibility. He had lied when he'd first 
been approached by federal agents at 
his home and told them he didn't 
know Waters, his own cousin. He 
later lied in front of the grand jury 
about ever renting a car. This was all 
after Waters had told him that there 
were accusations against her, that 
they weren't true and that he should 
"tell the truth" if he was approached 
by anyone. The prosecution suc- 
ceeded in blocking Corrina from 
testifying to this fact, though it was 
uncovered during Waters' testimony. 


People watching were left with seri- 
ous doubts about Corrina’s basic abil- 
ity to be truthful. 

Later, the prosecution called Ko- 
lar, who had confessed to her in- 
volvement in four different actions. 
Much like Phillabaum's, her testi- 
mony on direct examination went 
into extraordinary detail, from the 
"Book Club" meetings to who knew 
whom and where they had met. Ko- 
lar described the events of the UW 
arson, contradicting Phillabaum in 
a number of details. In fact, she had 


no memory of Phillabaum ever be- 
ing there. 

The prosecution focused on a ma- 
nila folder that Kolar said Waters 
gave her containing various articles. 
Prosecutor Mark Bartlett had Kolar 



Waters and her daughter 


read aloud to the jury the most in- 
flammatory sections, which he had 
highlighted. These included quotes 
from Willful Disobedience, and other 
insurrectionary zines and articles. 

Kolar maintained that she had 
never read these articles but "be- 
lieved" that they were the ones Wa- 
ters had given her, because she had 
simply put them away in a box and 
not touched them. Also included in 
this box were an astounding num- 
ber of encrypted disks, passwords, a 
scanner, Kolar's old laptop and other 
documents. Kolar turned this box 
of goodies over to the feds soon af- 
ter she agreed to cooperate, leading 
many people to wonder why she 
would have saved all these sensitive 
materials, except as an insurance 
policy for herself in the event she 
was ever busted. 

In addition, the FBI and the 
government have refused to 
turn over a recording of an in- 
terview with Kolar, where she 
pointedly did not name Waters 
when discussing the identities 
of her accomplices, even though 
Waters' name came up during 
this interview. 

During Waters' testimony, she 
said she authored a note to Ko- 
lar, but that she didn't read — 
much less write — the articles in 
the manila folder. Inadvertently 
bolstering Waters' account, the 
government introduced testimony 
that while a print of Waters' right 
middle finger was found on the 
outside of the folder, not a single 
fingerprint of hers was found on 
any of the papers inside. 

The circumstances surrounding 
the folder — Kolar's belated disclo- 
sure of it, the disjunction between 
Waters' note and the articles, and 
the lack of Waters' prints on any of 
the articles — also raised profound 
questions about whether Kolar or 


the government substituted differ- 
ent, more incendiary articles for 
the ones Waters had actually given 
her. Through such sleight of hand, 
the government painted a false pic- 
ture of a violent "ecoterrorist" and 
distracted the jury's attention from 
the numerous exonerating facts in 
the case. 

- On the first day of the defense's 
case, Waters' lawyers called Anthony 
Torres, an FBI agent who investigated 
the case. He was used mainly to show 
how the FBI manipulated evidence, 
altering reports to make a clearer link 
■§. to Waters when, in fact, the evidence 
| was scattered and circumstantial. De- 
! spite his extremely dodgy and evasive 
.J testimony, Torres was forced to admit 
| that Kolar had never once named 
g Waters as a participant until March 6, 
| 2006, after the FBI had already fixed 
| on her as a suspect. 

| The defense spent the remainder 
13 of the day calling a series of wit- 
nesses who know Waters person- 
ally, and who testified to her good 
character and peaceful nature. Two 
people testified passionately that 
Waters baby-sat their children and 
that they trust her completely. A 
man Waters interviewed for a doc- 
umentary said that he found her 
to be so trustworthy and of such 
integrity that he introduced her to 
his tribal elders, which was a very 
big deal. 

The defense wrapped up its case 
when Waters herself took the stand, 
a move that is quite rare in federal 
prosecutions— and one that showed 
a confidence that she really had 
nothing to hide. 

In the end, the jury must have 
felt the need to convict Waters 
on something, rendering a guilty 
verdict on the two arson counts. 
The judge agreed -with the pros- 
ecutor that Waters should be de- 
tained pending sentencing on 
May 30. The effect of this has led 
friends and supporters to fight 
more strongly for Waters' release 
until sentencing, so that she can 
prepare her young daughter for 
what looks like an inevitable time 
in prison while her appeal works 
its way through the court process. 
There is currently an emergency 
detention appeal underway to al- 
low Waters to be released until her 
sentencing. 

Based on lies and manipulations 
of evidence by the government, a 
loving mother and caring friend has 
been convicted of crimes she took 
no part in. This should come as no 
surprise to anyone who knows the 
government's history. But the fight 
for justice is not over. 

Supporters have issued a call for 
letters to Judge Burgess asking that 
Waters be sentenced to the mini- 
mum time possible. For details on 
this call or for more information, 
visit www.supportbriana.org. For 
Waters' contact information, see 
page 27. 



May-Jutte 2008 Earth First! Page 5 





continued from page 1 
America ATM. As the fake ATM fell apart, choc- 
olate shaped like coal, as well as "credit cards" 
that bore information on Bank of America coal 
investments, fell out. 

Using the pinata, conversations with passersby, 


Activists proceeded to pass out literature about 
Dynegy, and coal and wind power in Texas to 
people entering and exiting the building. Dyn- 
egy is currently proposing numerous coal-fired 
power plants across the US and is the leader of 
today's US coal rush. 



creative signs and literature, organizers informed 
students and staff about how the school's money 
is being used to fund environmentally and so- 
cially destructive coal companies. A petition to 
change Evergreen's bank was circulated, and 
pressure against Bank of America on campus 
has grown. Students at Evergreen are seeking to 
switch the school's bank to a local credit union. 

"Our tuition money is used to support coal 
companies that contribute heavily to US carbon 
emissions, practice mountaintop removal, and 
exploit the land and people in the Black Mesa 
region," said Maya Face. 

For more information, contact Maya, 
maya@riseup.net. 

San Francisco, California 

RAN activists used "Bank Closed" signs and 
"Global Warming Crime Scene" caution tape to 
shut down six Bank of America ATMs and three 
Citi ATMs throughout the San Francisco finan- 
cial district. Confused customers thought the 
signs were real, and many of these ATMs stayed 
closed for the rest of the day. 

Bank of America — whose CEO, Ken Lewis, 
won this year's Fossil Fools Award — is the biggest 
funder of mountaintop removal coal mining in 
Appalachia, while Citi is the biggest funder of 
new coal power plant construction. 


Charlotte, North Carolina 

At 6:30 a.m., North Carolina residents locked 
themselves to bulldozers to stop the construc- 
tion of Duke Energy's massive Cllffside coal- 
fired power plant, which is under construction 
50 miles west of Charlotte (see EF!f January- 
February 2008). The concerned citizens also 
roped off the construction site with "Global 
Warming Crime Scene" tape and held banners 
that read, "Coal Fuels Climate Change," and, 
"Social Change, Not Climate Change." 

"In the face of catastrophic climate change, 
building a new coal plant is tantamount to sign- 
ing a death sentence for our generation," said 
local farmer Matt Wallace, while locked to a 
bulldozer. 

Shortly after activists locked themselves to 
construction equipment, police arrived on the 
scene. They used pain compliance holds and tas- 
ers to force the activists to unlock themselves. 

The new Cllffside plant is currently in legal 
limbo for being in violation of the Clean Air 
Act. While Duke CEO Jim Rogers publicly paints 
Duke as a "green" energy company, he has re- 
fused to Install the best-available pollution 
controls on the new coal plant, as required by 
federal law. The plant would pump six million 
tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere an- 
nually, in addition to toxic heavy metals such 
as mercury. 

This action was organized by Asheville Rising 
Tide and Earth First!. 

For more information, contact Asheville Ris- 
ing Tide, risingtide@mountainrebel.net; Katiiah 
EFi, POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802. 


f America 


more than 25 Billionaires for 


Global Wanning Crime Scene! Dirty Energy blockaded the main entrance of 


Denver, Colorado 


Citi's Upper East Side headquarters. Two chained 


The Unconventional Greenwashing Task themselves to the front doors and were eventu- 
Force, a band of locals affiliated with the anti- ally arrested after cops cut through their chains. 


Tucson, Arizona 

In honor of Fossil Fools' Day, activists hung 
banners over Tucson's Snake Bridge on April 2, 
condemning the proposed Downtown Links and 
1-10 Bypass highways (see EF.'J March-April 2008). 
The banners were clearly visible for the duration 
of morning rush hour but were removed by city 
officials at 9:30 a.m. 

Reading, "No New Roads: Put the Brakes on 
Global Warming!" the banners were situated just 
above the proposed starting point of Downtown 
Links. The action was meant to highlight the 
role of new roads in promoting runaway carbon 
dioxide emissions. 

"The Fossil Fools in government and industry 
are playing games with our future. The time for 
lip service and half measures is over," said Tucson 
resident Alex Larkin. "Direct action is necessary 
to stop those who watch the planet bum while 
counting the money they make from the fire." 



Across the street from a Bank of America branch in Worces- 
ter, Massachusetts, Clark Sustainability Initiative created 
a makeshift boxing arena for the fight of the 21st century: 
a dirty-looking Coal Plant vs. a gleaming Wind Turbine. 


Waterloo, Canada 

Just before rush hour, student and community 
activists from AntiWar@Laurier (AW@L) block- 
aded a local Shell gas station. AW@L's Climate 
Change Containment Unit deployed to address 
the planned increase in production of the Alber- 
tan oil sands by shutting down Shell's primary 
outlet in Waterloo. Shell is a leading profiteer of 
climate-change-causing activities, especially in 
the tar sands. 

After the Containment Unit had closed the 
station, a crowd of activists enforced the block- 


authoritarian network Unconventional Action, 
"greenwashed" the main entrance to the Demo- 
cratic National Convention Committee (DNCC) 
headquarters. 

The greenwashing team showed up at the front 
entrance of the Denver Post building downtown, 
where the DNCC's offices are located, and wrote 
"DNC Greenwash" on the windows in light green 
foam. The greenwashers were apprehended in 
the middle of the action by security and were 
threatened with arrest. Meanwhile, a greenwash- 
ing representative went to the DNCC offices to 
announce the free greenwashing services. 

So far, some of the largest-known donors to 
the DNCC include: Xcel Energy, which operates 
numerous coal-fired power plants; Newmont 
Mining, which is currently mining for gold on 
Western Shoshone land; Wells Fargo and JP Mor- 
gan Chase, which are both top financiers of coal 
plants; and General Motors, which is rated one 
of the worst polluters in the car industry, de- 
spite offering hybrids during the convention. 

Houston, Texas 



ade with large banners reading, "Stop 
Fueling War and Climate Change," "No 
Tomfuelery, No Tar Sands," and, "No 
War, No Warming." 

However, the Containment Unit and its 
supporters were "attacked" by a group of 
-o Shell executives in business suits wielding 
I hockey sticks. The executives proceeded 
| to destroy large model of the Earth that 
4 had been erected at the scene by the activ- 
| ists. The destruction of the world at the 

I ®- hands of Shell executives seemed to em- 
body their greed and ruthless disregard for 
the planet. 

*5 

Durban, South Africa 

Petrol giant Engen became the focal 
point for Durban residents, who have been 
Dressed in tuxedos and top hats, the billionaires angered by the refinery, holding it responsible 


Billionaires for Dirty Energy wearing smokestack-shaped top hats 


demanded that Citi abandon its large-scale in- 
vestments in coal-fired power plants, due to 
coal's increasing investment risk. The billionaires 
held large signs that read, "Coal=Too Risky," and, 
"Citi, we want our money back." 


for causing various lung diseases. The protesters 
laid down floral wreaths signifying deaths in the 
community due to lung infections. This area has 
more than five times the worldwide average for 
cases of asthma. 


Ten activists with Houston RAN targeted Dyn- 
egy headquarters. While two activists delivered 
a Fossil Fool of the Year Award to Dynegy CEO 
Bruce Williamson, eight others released a balloon 
banner in the Wells Fargo plaza's main lobby. 


“Coal has lost its appeal as a predictable in- 
vestment. It is fraught with uncertainty," said 
billionaire Lauren Valle prior to her arrest. "Citi 
is mortgaging our future and compromising its 
own long-term competitiveness." 


Newcastle, Australia 
A group of people from Rising Tide Newcastle 
visited a large indoor shopping mall armed with 
a fistful of leaflets, two bags full of coal and a 




large colorful banner that asked, "How does buy- 
ing stuff fuel climate change?" While a few peo- 
ple from the group headed up to the roof of the 
building with the banner, the rest walked toward 
the K-Mart in order to swap their bags of coal for 
some cheap consumer products (thereby cutting 
out the middle man). 

The small group of pranksters was met by a stiff 
line of about 20 police. However, the big banner 
was successfully hung off the building, facing 
two main roads and covering the massive shop- 
ping center logo on the corner of the building. 

Eventually, all those involved were rounded 
up, threatened with arrest and kicked out of 
the building. 

Edinburgh, Scotland 

The Edinburgh battalion of the Clandestine In- 
surgent Rebel Clown Army (CIRCA) paid a visit 
to grocery chain stores Sainsbury's and Tesco to 
highlight the absurdity of how far away the food 
they sell comes from. Ten clowns descended on 
the supermarkets between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

The red-nosed army marched into a new Sains- 
bury's, where it acted out the carbon-intensive 
process of transporting food from farmer to plate. 
The clowns then dispersed throughout the store 
in search of the elusive "Scottish banana," en- 
couraging fellow shoppers to find (if they could) 
any produce in the store that was actually from 
Scotland. The battalion placed flyers in shopping 
baskets among pineapples, peaches and pears, 
reminding shoppers that 50 percent of vegeta- 
bles and 95 percent of fruit eaten in the UK now 
comes from overseas. 

The clowns then marched to a Tesco, where 
they ridiculed the latest greenwashing invention 
supermarkets and other companies are capitaliz- 
ing on: "carbon labeling." This is when a com- 
pany labels its products with their supposed 
carbon footprint. 



This isn't the Scottish banana! 


Shoppers seemed surprised yet amused by the 
presence of the clowns. 

For more info, contact edinburghrebelclowns 
@riseup.net. 

Bristol, Wales 

A direct action against the ongoing construc- 
tion of a Welsh opencast coal mine exposed a 
"black hole" in climate change policy. At 7 a.m., 
protesters halted work- at Ffos-y-Fran, which, if 
finished, would be one of the largest opencast 
coal mines in Europe. They barricaded the main 
entrance to the site, climbed on the roof of the 
coal washery and chained themselves to machin- 
ery. The action halted work at the massive mine 
until protesters left in the afternoon. 

At the finale of the occupation, the protest- 
ers unfurled a 118-foot banner across the main 
building, stating, "Coal: The Black Hole in UK 
Climate Policy." One hundred eighteen feet is 
also the distance between the mine and local 
residents' homes. 

Objections by local residents to the project 
have caused a delay of almost two decades from 
the project's proposal to when planning permis- 
sion was granted. 

5 ? . 
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Coal is already being mined at the partly con- 
structed Ffos-y-Fran mine and sent to the nearby 
Aberthaw Power Statioh, the biggest polluter in 
Wales. Aberthaw was the target of a lockdown 
and occupation just two days after the Ffos-y- 
Fran action. 

For more info, contact info@thecoalhole.org; 
www.thecoalhole.org. 

Glasgow, Scotland 

A bunch of Fossil Fools took to the streets of 
Glasgow, trying to persuade people to increase 
their carbon emissions by putting more petrol in 
their cars, applauding SUVs, and urging pedestri- 
ans to stop walking and start driving! 



These silly fools frolicked around Glasgow, Scotland, 
licking SUVs and applauding traffic! 


The stupid-suited fools — some sporting bowler 
hats, face paint, pin stripes, briefcases and glass- 
es adorned with dollar signs — went to a nearby 
Shell gas station, where customers were urged to 
guzzle more gas. One driver refused to drive over 
a hand-painted Planet Earth as he left the scene 
of a climate crime, yet sanity prevailed, as the 
next to leave (a guy in a Jaguar) gleefully put his 
foot down on the rubbish planet and sped off, 
to the delight and applause of the fools. The car 
is mightier than the planet! The confused fools 
then unfurled a giant award to Shell for its con- 
tributions to climate change. 

A grotesque hoard of fools suddenly appeared 
in the Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS), causing 
noise and mayhem, and laughing at some insane 
joke, before unfurling their large award banner 
applauding the RBS's contribution to climate 
change. It seemed that these idiots would stop at 
nothing to show how foolish they were! 

The fools then went to an airport to pres- 
ent its staff with another huge award banner 
for their contributions to climate change. The 
fools enjoyed a fun game of musical chairs be- 
fore turning into helicopters and flying out of 
the place. 

Next, they scrambled to drool all over some 
beoooootiful gas guzzlers. At one point, some of 
them understandably lost control of themselves 
over an especially big and beautiful car, slavering 
and licking at it. The 'owner' then showed them 
how big a hard-on he has for his guzzler by push- 
ing aside a fool who had produced an old feather 
duster from the depths of his bag and shouting, 
"Get away from my car!" 

As they continued down the street, lots of chil- 
dren were pleasantly surprised by this strange 
frolic of fools. Then the cops showed up, having 
been called by the owner of the aforementioned 
guzzler. However, the cops soon realized what a 
harmless bunch of fools confronted them and 
went away smiling. 


Southampton, England 

Climate activists from Southampton targeted a 
Shell gas station as part of Fossil Fools' Day. Eight 
activists took over the forecourt, while three 
more activists scaled and occupied the roof, un- 
furling a banner to highlight the damage and de- 
struction the oil giant is causing to our planet. 

One activist stated, "We are here because we 
feel we have a duty to ourselves, others and gen- 
erations to come, to not let multinational com- 
panies like Shell rape and destroy the Earth." 

Manchester, England 

Manchester's Fossil Fools were up to all sorts 
of tricks, visiting some of their Fossil Fool idols 
in the city center. Unfortunately, in their efforts 
to congratulate the best Fossil Fools, a few mis- 
haps occurred. 

Some clowns got stuck in the revolving doors 
at RBS, and a human pipeline was escorted from 
the city center building by security. Some mem- 
bers of the parade got confused and chalked mes- 
sages on the pavement. Fools trying to escape 
beating drums ran to hide in the flight center, 
while a samba band blocked the entrance. 

On a positive note, banners that read, "Oil, 
Gas and Coal: The Joke's on Us! Happy Fos- 
sil Fools' Day!" were hung on the walls of RBS, 
out of respect for their contributions to climate 
chaos. Placards reading, "Mr. T says, 'I pity the 
fuel,'" were waved. The parade ended trium- 
phantly outside of the Manchester town hall to 
recognize the vital role that the Manchester city 
council plays in the area. Just before the end of 
the parade, a charming man performed a short 
but inspiring musical solo on the spoons. 

Nottingham, England 

At 7:30 a.m., 30 people blockaded the en- 
trances to the Nottingham City Center offices of 
E.ON, the world's largest investor-owned gas and 
power company. 

People covered in gfeen paint — to represent 
E.ON's greenwash — locked down to the front 
entrance of E.ON's office and stood in front of 
other entrances, preventing E.ON employees 
from getting to work. 

One activist at the protest said, "We are here 
today because, despite E.ON publicly claiming 
green credentials, it is trying to build a new gen- 
eration of coal-fired power stations. It is trying 
to build the first new coal-fired power station in 
the UK in 50 years in Kent, and wishes to con- 
tinue its expansion with a new power station in 
Nottinghamshire. We are here to tell E.ON that 
it will not succeed, and the only real solution 
to climate change is to keep fossil fuels in the 
ground. Coal is the dirtiest Fossil Fool, and to 
build new coal power stations in the face of cli- 
mate change is collective suicide." 

Bacton, England 

Approximately 25 Earth First! activists block- 
aded the UK's largest off-shore gas terminal at 
Bacton, where 40 percent of the UK's domestic 
gas is received, processed and distributed by 
pipeline. Activists blockaded the main road out- 
side the site at 6:30 a.m., preventing construction 
workers and shift workers from arriving. 

Operated primarily by petroleum giants Shell 
and Exxon-Mobil, this installation includes a 
gas-fired power station, a processing plant and 
a distribution point for domestic gas. The pro- 
test was in solidarity with protestors in Ross- 
port, Ireland, who have been trying to prevent 
a similar installation from being built in their 
community (see ££// January-February 2006). 

For more information, contact norfolk@ 
earthfirst.org.uk. 
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HOUSE RAID and STANDOFF in Santa Cruz 



by Mice Who Feel Pain and Rage 

Around 2 p.m. on February 24, 
three police officers and one de- 
tective knocked on the door of a 
Santa Cruz, California residence. A 
woman answered the door, asking 
for a warrant. In the absence of one, 
she shut the door immediately. This 
was the dawning of a drawn-out, 
lofty standoff. 

The police began to ask neigh- 
bors about suspicious activity and 
to scan the home for exits. That 


evening, about 25 cyclists arrived 
to observe the scene. As day be- 
came night, the numbers on both 
sides of the standoff increased. At 
its height, there were approximate- 
ly 20 cops and agents pitted against 
around 75 copwatchers and sup- 
porters of the residents. 

According to Indymedia reports, 
at 9:50 p.m., police adorned in 
SWAT team/riot gear gained entry to 
the residence by shattering windows 
and battering through doors. It is re- 
ported that the police had obtained 


a key from the homeowner, yet 
chose to use force and intimida- 
tion instead. During the raid, 
police took clothes, computers, 
backpacks, cell phones, per- 
sonal journals and other pos- 
sessions. Just after midnight, 
the police finally left. 

Apparently, the raid was in 
response to a demonstration 
at a vivisector's house earlier 
that day. The only account of 
this was from the vivisector 
herself. She recalled that six 
masked individuals came to 
her home and began beating 
on the door. Her husband 
opened the door and grap- 
pled with the unwelcome 
visitors. The activists purport- 
edly fled in a vehicle, but not be- 
fore witnesses noted the vehicle's 
license plate number to report it to 
the police. 

Police are now searching cell- 
phone records and other papers 
they stole during the raid, hoping 
to find leads on the visit to the vivi- 
sector and other activist activities. 

The mainstream media has given 
a tremendous amount of time to this 
story. While most of the coverage 
consists of the usual fodder, some 
has been distinctly ridiculous. 


"Obviously, these people are capi- 
talizing on fear and intimidation," 
commented the local sheriff. How- 
ever, these words would be better 
used to describe killing mice for a 
day job or smashing into someone's 
home when you knowingly have 
the key in your possession. 

In local coverage, a vivisector re- 
portedly said, "I'm a scientist. I do 
research that's really valuable." The 
vivisector continued to say that ac- 
tivists shouldn't be concerned about 
the ethics of her work because "the 
animals don't feel any pain — we 
treat them humanely." Apparently, 
not everybody agrees with that. 

The amount of support provided 
by the Santa Cruz community for 
the raided household is an out- 
standing example of solidarity. In- 
terfering with and standing witness 
to the acts of our oppressors is im- 
portant. When support is present in 
communities, state intimidation is 
that much harder to employ, net- 
ting people know that we are there 
for them keeps the hope of continu- 
ous action alive. 

Dear vivisectors, we mice believe that 
those who say we feel no pain should 
spend less time in the lab and more in 
the natural world. Denial is no excuse 
for speciesism and murder. 


B An Unfortunate Opportunity: 

uffalo Field Campaign Sees Inside a Bison Trap 


by Jesse Crocker 

Recently, I had the unfortunate opportunity 
to go on a tour of Yellowstone National Park's 
Stephens Creek bison trap, in Montana, where 
more than 1,000 buffalo have been captured 
and shipped off to slaughter so far this year. On 
March 18, instead of going out on morning pa- 
trol to monitor the Park Service's hazing and cap- 
ture of buffalo, I got to sleep in a little later than 
usual. At 7 a.m., I arrived at the north entrance 
to Yellowstone, right next to the big stone arch, 
to meet A1 Nash (from the park's public affairs 
office) and representatives from various environ- 
mental groups and media organizations. From 
there, we caravanned several miles down to the 
Stephens Creek trap. 

After driving through several miles of land that 
had its native plant communities exterminated 
by agriculture before being incorporated into 
the park, we turned onto a road I never thought 
I would be driving down. The road to Stephens 
Creek is marked with large signs warning the 
public not to go down the road, though the only 
sign indicating what happens there reads "corral 
operations." If I had turned down that road on 
any other day, I would have been arrested. After 
passing through rows of snowplows, junk cars 
and assorted debris, we came to the bison trap. 

We arrived just in time to see bison being load- 
ed into a semi-trailer designed to haul cattle. In 
order to move the bison through the facility and 
into the truck, there were park employees up on 
catwalks above the bison with whips and cattle 
prods. Of all the park employees present, I don't 
think one was a wildlife biologist or even trained 
in anything related to wildlife. They were law 
enforcement rangers, maintenance workers and 
horse wranglers. Watching the bison being load- 
ed into the truck was one of the saddest sights 
1 have ever seen. Just days earlier, these buffalo 
had been roaming free, looking for the first shoots 
of green grass. Now, they were being loaded into 
a big metal box, to be trucked hours away to a 
facility designed for handling cattle, where they 
would be slaughtered. As they moved through 



Activist Nathan Drake perched on a bipod inside a bison 
trap, rendering it inoperable for 1 5 hours. 


the trailer, rubbing against holes in the side of the 
truck, large chunks of hair were sheered off their 
flanks and fell to the ground. Throughout the 
loading, we were not allowed to approach closer 
than 15 feet from the truck or the facility. The 
park's reason for this was that we would trauma- 
tize the bison. 

After two trailers had been loaded with bi- 
son, they formed a convoy with several other 
trucks from various law enforcement agencies 
and headed off to the slaughterhouse. Then, the 
wranglers who had been loading the buffalo re- 
trieved their horses and headed out for another 
haze, capturing 10 more bulls. At that point, we 
were taken on a tour of other parts of the facility, 
including the larger pens, where approximately 
160 buffalo were awaiting their fate. Among 
them were calves who, later in the week would 
be tested for brucellosis and then shipped off to 
quarantine, separated from their families and do- 
mesticated in the name of science. Throughout 
the tour, we had time for questions and answers 


with Nash. At one point, Nash said one of the 
most disconcerting things I have heard a park 
employee say about bison management. He said 
that deciding when to send bison to slaughter is 
"an art, not a science." I guess that explains the 
lack of biologists on the scene. 

At the end of the tour, I headed back to the 
Buffalo Field Campaign trailer in Gardiner, 
Montana, to pick up my patrol partner. From 
there, we headed back into the field to docu- 
ment and bear witness to yet ahother bison haz- 
ing and capture Operation. 


On February 25, Nathan Drake perched upon a 
bipod on public land inside the Horse Butte bison 
trap, in West Yellowstone, Montana, in protest of 
bison slaughter. Suspended from his platform was 
a large banner that read, "I called, I wrote and no 
response.... This is my response." After rendering 
the trap inoperable for 15 hours, he was removed, 
arrested and charged with three misdemeanors: ob- 
struction, trespassing and resisting arrest. He was re- 
leased on $5,000 bail, reportedly the highest ever for 
a bison-related direct-action protest. 


In a separate incident, two activists, Miriam Wasser 
and Cat Simonidis, locked down to a post inside the 
Mammoth Visitor's Center in Yellowstone National 
Park, Wyoming on the morning of March 26. They 
wanted to call attention to the Park. Service slaughter 
of nearly 1,000 bison since February 8 — more than 
ever before in a single season. Upon discovering the ac- 
tivists, Yellowstone officials closed the visitor's center 
to the public and the media, including reporters from 
CNN, CBS and an independent filmmaker. The wom- 
en were removed, arrested and taken to the Mammoth 
jail at around 12:30 p.m. and held for 26 hours. 

During the action, Yellowstone Rangers captured be- 
tween 30 and 50 bison a few miles away. Between 
February 8 and March 26, Park rangers captured more 
than 1,200 bison on the north side of the park. While 
the government’s official reason for the slaughter is to 
prevent the spread of brucellosis from wild bison to cat- 
tle, no such transmission has ever been documented. 
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Tour ofth& desecration/ 

Tk& Longest Walk Is T xkjjia SNotes 


by Pathfinder 

On February 11, the Longest Walk 2008 em- 
barked on a five-month journey from San Fran- 
cisco to Washington, DC. This second Longest 
Walk not only marks the 30th anniversary of 
the first Longest Walk of 1978, which resulted 
in historic changes for Native America, but more 
importantly, it is taking note of the desecration 
of our environment. The goal of this walk is to 
bring attention to the massive destruction that is 
going on all around us. Our world is in peril, and 
the Native American 
worldviews that have 
had to fight for their 
very existence hold 
some of the answers to 
these problems. 

The original Longest 
Walk was conducted 
in response to 11 pro- 
posed bills in Congress 
that would have an- 
nulled treaties protect- 
ing Native American 
sovereignty and fur- 
thered an American 
history that has con- 
tinually chipped away 
at the very existence of 
, indigenous cultures. 

"In 1978, our com- 
munities faced many hardships, such as non- 
existent religious rights and the criminalization 
of our people who fought for cultural survival. 
This is why the Longest Walk was necessary," 
said Jimbo Simmons of the International Indian 
Treaty Council. 

Starting out with just 17 people in San Fran- 
cisco, the original walk ballooned to 30,000 by 
the time it reached Washington, to stand at the 
doors of Congress and defeat those 11 bills. In 
the following month, participants pushed for the 
passage of the American Indian Religibus Free- 
dom Act of 1978. As a result of the walk, indig- 
enous people were granted the federal legislative 
right to freedom of religion — a fundamental 
right guaranteed to all other Americans under 
the US Constitution. 

"As indigenous peoples in the US, our environ- 
ment and our cultural survival are directly cor- 
related and are still imperiled today. This is why 
we must walk once again," added Simmons. 

The religions of native cultures are directly in- 
tertwined with the land. When the land is in dan- 
ger, the very existence of our culture is in danger. 
When you consider the problems we are facing 
in this country due to global warming, resource 
extraction, nuclear waste dumping, deforesta- 
tion and water pollution, you start to see what 
a great danger we are all in — not just spiritually, 
but mentally and physically. Once again, it is 
time to take a stand — or in this case, a walk! 

The Longest Walk 2008 is taking two routes. 
The northern route will follow the original route 
across 11 states and 3,600 miles. The southern 
route will follow another route across 13 states 


and 4,400 miles. Both routes will visit sacred sites 
across the US and promote awareness of sacred 
sites protection and environmental preservation. 

In past years, Dennis Banks, the southern route 
coordinator, has done sacred runs from San Fran- 
cisco to Washington. During that time, he and 
others began to notice that sage, a plant sacred 
to many indigenous cultures, was living amid 
garbage along the roadways. In the spirit of pro- 
tecting a sacred plant, we have also launched the 
Clean Up Mother Earth campaign, where Longest 
Walk participants clean our country's highways 


and roads by collecting debris found along the 
Longest Walk route. In the first 40 days, we have 
collected more than 1,000 bags of trash. 

In addition to this, the walkers are paying atten- 
tion to the world around them as they go, stop- 
ping in communities to talk to the people there. 
After taking note of the problems we all face from 
the destruction of our environment, the walkers 
are going to come together in a Cultural Survival 
Summit in Washington. Then, once again, they 
will knock on Congress's door to tell it the story 
of the Great Walk and all they saw. 

What Have We Seen So Far? 

In Berkeley, California, at the very first steps 
of the walk, we witnessed treesitters trying to 
protect a grove of oak trees from development 
by the University of California-Berkeley (UCB). 
These oak trees were planted in 1923 on top of 
an Ohlone Indian burial ground, interestingly 
enough, to memorialize Californians who died 
in World War I. These activists have been tree- 
sitting now for more than 500 days. The group 
responsible for the sit has more demands than 
just saving the trees, though. It wants the repa- 
triation of 13,000 native remains held at UCB's 
Phoebe Hearst Museum and an end to UCB 
involvement in nuclear weapons design and 
research. In addition, it is demanding the preser- 
vation of Strawberry Canyon, a green belt where 
the grove and stadium are located, which also 
hosts Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratories, 
an Energy-Department-funded research facility 
dating back to the Manhattan Project and now 
slated to expand with a nanotech lab dubbed the 
"Molecular Foundry."' 

Only one mile into the walk, 
there is already a lifetime of work 
to be done. However, we must 
venture on to Bakersfield, Cali- 
fornia. As walker Kaelen Holmes 
puts it, "The agriculture in Cali- 
fornia is disgusting. Bakersfield's 
oil, .agriculture and relative el- 
evation make it one of the most 
sickeningly polluted places I have 
ever seen." 

If you are wondering where 
spinach and E. coli met, it was in 
Bakersfield, where it is a regular oc- 
currence to spread sludge removed 
from toilet water and industrial 
sewage on the crops because it's "ni- 
trogen rich.” Of course, this sludge 
is also rich in pathogens, heavy 
metals and pharmaceuticals. 


Further along the south route, the walk stayed 
with the Fort Mojave Indian Tribe, which is deal- 
ing with chromium contamination. According to 
Marc Lifsher of the Los Angeles Times, "From 1951 
to 1969, Pacific Gas and Electric dumped at least 
108 million gallons of water laced with hexava- 
lent chromium into the ground around Topock. 
The utility used the chemical compound, a 
known carcinogen referred to as chromium-6 and 
made infamous by the 2000 movie Erin Brockov- 
ich, to prevent corrosion and retard the growth of 
mold in a cooling tower at a compressor station 

that pushes natural gas 
through its pipelines." 

Walking across the 
California- Arizona bor- 
der and into the Grand 
Canyon to visit the 
Havasupai Tribe, the 
group was informed of 
huge piles of uranium 
tailings that sit just 
feet from the Colorado 
I River. These tailings 
have been affecting the 
health of the Havasu- 
pai since the 1950s 
uranium boom. They 
are now trying to deal 
with the fact that the 
Bush administration is 
once again attempting 
to open that area up to uranium mining. 

We moved out of the Grand Canyon and into 
Flagstaff, Arizona, where the Save the Peaks Co- 
alition has been holding the US Forest Service 
(USFS) at bay for the past seven years in the USFS's 
plans to use treated sewage effluent to make fake 
snow at Arizona Snowbowl, a ski resort on the 
San Francisco Peaks. This area is completely sur- 
rounded by land with a wilderness designation. 
These same peaks are considered sacred by more 
than 17 Arizona tribes, and this treated sewer 
water would literally destroy the power of the 
medicines gathered on the mountain by those 
tribes. According to the Hopi, it is also home to 
the deities known as Kachinas. 

From Flagstaff, we head to Black Mesa, on the 
Dine Nations, where the federal government has 
allowed Peabody Coal to build stripmines and 
use pristine aquifer water to slurry the coal more 
than 200 miles to a power generating station. 
This use of water has led to aquifer depletion and 
local springs drying up. This coal mining has 
also polluted local water supplies to the point 
where animals have been seen to drink from the 
springs and die overnight. 

Meanwhile, up in Colorado, the north route has 
been paying attention, too. Colorado Governor 
Bill Ritter issued a proclamation that March was 
Longest Walk Month in Colorado. After Ritter's 
proclamation was read on the steps of the Colo- 
rado State Capitol, Longest Walkers proceeded in 
a prayer vigil to Newmont Mining Corporation. 
They did not back down when Newmont's secu- 
rity forces called the Denver police. They con- 
tinued with a drum song and prayer vigil when 
faced with arrest. Simmons then read to a repre- 
sentative of Newmont the demands of the West- 
ern Shoshone: that Newmont and other mining 
companies halt the destruction. Newmont's rep- 
resentative declined to comment. 

We still have a few thousand miles to go. Al- 
ready, we have witnessed the destruction of the 
environment in mind-boggling quantities. It 
looks as though we will be issuing a very large 
book to Congress when we get to Washington. 

If you are interested in coming on the walk, 
helping out in your town or just want more 
information, visit www.longestwalk.org. For 
a live broadcast from the northern route, visit 
www.earthcycles.net. For more information 
about the northern route, visit www.bsnorrell. 
blogspot.com. 

Pathfinder is sitting at his computer wishing he 
was able to walk, too! But somebody needs to update 
tire website and make sure that Oklahoma is ready 
for 100 or more walkers. See you in DC! 


Links to Threatesietl Saxred Sites 

•Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska: 

www.arcticrefugeaction.org 
•Bear Butte, South Dakota: www.defendblackhills.org 
•Black Mesa, Arizona: www.blackmesais.org, 
www.blackmesawatercoalition .org 
•Cave Rock, Nevada: www.petitiononline.com/caverock 
•Haskell-Baker Wetlands, Kansas: www.savethewetlands.org 
•Mauna Kfea, Hawaii: www.kahea.org/maunakea 
•Medicine Lake, California: www.mountshastaecology.org 
•Mt. Graham, Arizona: www.mountgraham.org 
•Mt. Shasta, California: www.protectourwaters.org 
•Mt. Tenabo, Nevada: www.wsdp.org 
•Petroglyph National Monument, New Mexico: 
www. sagecouncil .org 

•San Francisco Peaks, Arizona: www.savethepeaks.org 
•Shellmounds, California: www.vallejointertribalcouncil.org 
•Woodruff Butte, Arizona: www.sacredland.org 
•Yucca Mountain, Nevada: www.wsdp.org 
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Wildlife Refuge Saved 

Since 2003, the US Navy has 
been planning to build a fighter 
jet Outlying Landing Field (OLF), 
only 3.5 miles from Pocosin 
Lakes National Wildlife Refuge 
in Washington County, North 
Carolina. This refuge is the Win- 
ter home to tens of thousands of 
swans, geese and ducks, as well 
as the only home in the country 
for the red wolf. The OLF would 
conduct 31,000 landings and de- 
partures each year, averaging one 
every 30 minutes. 

After five years of struggle from 
local environmental groups, the 
US District Court finally ruled 
that the Navy had ignored en- 
vironmental laws while pushing 
forward with the project, and 
funding for the OLF site was cut. 
However, new sites have been 
proposed in swamps in North 
Carolina and Virginia. 

Among the notable protests, 
the group Citizens Opposed to 
the OLF drove tractors to Raleigh 
and set up a "Liberty City" tent 
encampment between the pro- 
posed site and the refuge. 

Logging Planned Near 
Grand Canyon 

On February 29, plans were re- 
leased to tractor-log 9,000 acres 
in Kaibab National Forest, which 
withstood a "warm fire" in 2006. 
While the area has significantly 
recovered, the US Forest Service 
claims that logging is necessary 
to "promote recovery... and re- 
duce future fire risk.” 

"Post-fire logging destroys soil, 
spreads weeds, damages habitat 
and natural tree regeneration, 
and even increases fire hazard," 
said Taylor McKinnon of the 
Center for Biological Diversity. 


Possible Authorization to 
Kill Sea Lions 

On March 18, the National 
Marine Fisheries Service autho- 
rized the killing or capture of 
up to 85 sea lions per year for 
the next five years, in order to 
"protect" the dwindling Pacific 
Northwest salmon population in 
the Columbia River. 

Authorities have already tried 
to deter the sea lions from eating 
the salmon by installing physical 
barriers, and firing rubber bullets 
and firecrackers — to no avail. Be- 
fore the sea lions are killed, they 
must be trapped and held for 48 
hours, because fisheries manag- 
ers are supposed to find them a _ 
spot in an aquarium, zoo or ma- 
rine theme park. If the sea lions 
prove difficult to capture, there 
is a provision that allows them 
to be shot in the water; 

- Though it supports "non-le- 
thal harassment" of sea lions 
(meaning bringing them to zoos, 
aquariums or marine theme 
parks)', the Humane Society of 
the US successfully postponed 
the killing of sea lions by fil- 
ing a motion on March 28 for 
a preliminary injunction. If not 
granted by April 18, it will file a 
restraining order. 


Resistance to the 2010 Olympics 



BY SW 

Resistance to the 2010 
Olympic games in British 
Columbia, Canada, be- 
gan with last year's string 
of direct actions and pro- 
tests (see EF!f July-August 
2007). As it becomes clear- 
er that the Olympics are 
already causing evictions, 
homelessness, industrial 
development and envi- 
ronmental destruction, 
the resistance continues 
to grow. In the first few 
months of 2008, a wide 
variety of militant actions 
and public demonstra- 
tions have already taken 
place. As most groups 
engaged in the resistance 
have vowed, things are 
sure to escalate in the 
coming months. Here is a 
quick roundup of what's 
been happening recently. 

On February 11, the 
eve of the two-year countdown 
mark for the Olympics, about 150 
mostly native protesters (includ- 
ing the Wolverine, the Secwepemc 
Nation and veterans of the 1995 
Gustafsen Lake standoff) rallied in 
downtown Vancouver. Led by el- 
ders from the Downtown Eastside 
Women's Center, a march went 
from the Countdown Clock to the 
Hyatt hotel, where British Colum- 
bia Premier Gordon Campbell was 
hosting a luncheon for Olympic 
sponsors, government officials and 
members of the Vancouver Organiz- 
ing Committee for the Olympics. 
The protest was held to draw atten- 
tion to native lands already being 
destroyed by Olympic construc- 
tion and to protest attempts by the 
Olympics organizers to downplay 
native resistance to the games. 

About a week later, a large anti- 
poverty rally of 50 protesters — with 
members of the Anti-Poverty Com- 
mittee (APC), the Vancouver Area 
Network of Drug Users and Students 
Against War (Victoria), as well as 
indigenous and poor people — was 
held at Victory S.quare . in down- 
town Vancouver, on February 17. 
The rally was held on the eve of the 
provincial government's release of 
its new budget, and addressed the 
issues of poverty, stolen indigenous 
land, lack of affordable housing, 
homelessness and evictions related 
to the coming Olympics. 

Activists denounced the British 
Columbia government's use of its 
budget surplus on massive Olym- 
pic spending and tax cuts for the 
wealthy. As the APC's Jill Chettiar 
said to the crowd, "People on the 
Downtown Eastside are paying for 
the surplus with their lives, and 
what are they getting? Tax cuts for 
the rich. They're spending money on 
tax cuts for people who already have 
homes, who already have cars." 

From the rally, about 40 protest- 
ers marched across the city to the 
Countdown Clock, yelling slogans 
such as, "No Homes, No Peace," 
and, "Homes, Not Olympics." There, 
they met up with about 30 more 
protesters. With no cops guarding 


the clock, the protesters hurled yel- 
low paintballs at its face, making 
its continuous countdown to the 
coming 2010 Olympics difficult to 
read. Protesters chanted, "Homes 
Not Games," "Stop the War on the 
Poor, Makg the Rich Pay," and, "No 
Olympics on Stolen Native Land." 
No one was arrested. 

"This isn't the end of resistance," 
said Thomas Malenfant, of the 
Downtown Eastside Residents As- 
sociation, while pasting a poster 
onto the clock. "This is only the 
beginning." 

The Countdown Clock has previ- 
ously been the site of anti-Olympics 
demonstrations, beginning in Feb- 
ruary 2007, when the clock's unveil- 
ing ceremony turned into a melee of 
protesters throwing eggs and paint- 
balls on live network television. 

The next day in Vancouver, a 
Four Host First Nations (FHFN) and 
Assembly of First Nations (AFN) 
photo-op was held to announce 
"First Nations participation and 
volunteer opportunities with the 
2010 Olympics." It was interrupted 
when women from Native 2010 
Resistance dumped bags of apples 
onto the stage, yelling, "No Olym- 
pics on Stolen Native Land!" and 
admonishing those present, saying, 
"You should all be ashamed of your- 
selves for contributing to the rape 
and destruction of Mother Earth!" 
The apples were meant to symbol- 
ize the way the FHFN and AFN, in 
their bargaining with the Olympics 
organizers, are similarly red on the 
outside and white inside. 

On February 22, Premier Camp- 
bell's office was attacked by four 
members of the APC wearing paint 
suits and paint masks. The front 
door and window were left splat- 
tered in paint of three of the five 
colors from the Olympic rings and 
were covered in posters demanding 
that the budget surplus be directed 
toward tuition, community centers, 
rent reparations and social housing. 
The APC has vowed to up the ante 
on its campaign against the 2010 
Olympics organizers and that more 
actions are soon to come. 


A few days later, three 
welcome signs at the south- 
ern entrance to Vancouver 
were hit with paintballs. 
The attack was reported 
on the No 2010 website, 
which expressed the senti- 
ment, "We hope that the 
International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) presi- 
dent feels unwelcome and 
the resistance to the Olym- 
pics continues to spread." 

On February 27, a small 
demonstration of about 
I 20 people was held to 
| protest the visit of the 
president of the IOC, Dr. 
| Jacques Rogge. Before the 
I protest, a poster had been 
.1 hung up around town. It's 
| headline read, "Dead IOC 
1 Prez," and it continued 
| with, "It is elementary to 
| the Art of War: Cut off the 
I head and the body will 
die!" This was considered 
so threatening that the 
city allotted 40 riot cops to patrol 
the demonstration. 

In late February, warriors from 
the Native Youth Network com- 
pleted a No 2010 East Coast speak- 
ing tour with more than 20 stops. 
The tour brought them through 
Mohawk, Annishinabe, Algonquin, 
Seneca, Cayuga, Penobscott and 
Wampanoag territories, 11 major 
cities and many other native com- 
munities. On the tour, they spread 
the story of 2010 resistance, lis- 
tened to the stories of others' resis- 
tance, and worked to unite native 
struggles for land, freedom, life 
and survival. 

Throughout all this, more un- 
derground tactics have also been 
employed. On February 12, bricks 
were thrown through the windows 
of the Bank Street and First Avenue 
Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) branch 
location in Ottawa. The RBC has 
been named as the target of a cam- 
paign by Ottawa anarchists since 
late 2007, when the windows of one 
of its branch locations was smashed 
by "some exceptionally large pieces 
of pavement." 

As the 2007 communique stated, 
"RBC is targeted for sponsoring and 
profiting off of the gentrification, 
environmental destruction and co- 
lonialism that characterize — indeed, 
are — the entirety of the 2010 Win- 
ter Games." The communique also 
included a call to participate in an- 
archist games against the RBC. Partic- 
ipants are reminded, "Don't forget, a 
gold medal will be given for the most 
damage at a single location." 

Indeed, the games seem to have 
begun, as March 1 saw the windows 
of the Elgin Street RBC branch 
smashed in, and by March 5, the 
Bank Street and First Ayenue RBC 
branch was targeted again, this time 
with large blocks of ice mixed with 
street salts. 

The resistance doesn't end there! 
Actions will be ongoing, culminat- 
ing in an anti-colonial and anti- 
capitalist convergence in February 
2010 at the Olympics. 

For more information, visit www. 
no2010.com. 
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We See Color and It Fucking Matters 

A Reportback From the People of Color Caucus at the 2008 Winter Rendezvous 


by the People of Color Caucus 

Any serious discussion of race 
within our movement must begin 
with the candid recognition that 
Earth First! is a predominantly 
white movement. Following this 
recognition, a spring of interesting 
questions will naturally begin to 
arise from the curious, anti-racist, 
environmental activist. "Why are 
people of color so few in EF!? What 
patterns are perpetuated within EF! 
today that inhibit people of color 
from getting involved, and how can 
we change this? How can we better 
illustrate the connection between 
the struggles of people of color 
and ecocide? How can 
attitudes of white domi- 
nation be dealt with 
openly and positively? 

What can I do?" 

This was the gen- 
eral tone throughout 
the Anti-Authoritarian 
People of Color (POC) 
caucus at the EF! Winter 
Rendezvous in February. 
Moreover, w r e consis- 
tently came to the shared 
understanding that strat- 
egies for combating this 
not-so-invisible form of 
oppression are still in 
their infancy. 

Why Caucus? 

While many of us are 
tired of having to hold 
white people's hands with 
regard to recognizing privilege, the 
fact remains that there continues to 
be a simple misunderstanding — as 
well as outright ignorance and intol- 
erance — about the need for an exclu- 
sively POC space. 

Here's why we caucus: POC-only 
spaces serve as safe spaces in which 
those of us most directly affected by 
white supremacy can find solidar- 
ity with each other's shared experi- 
ences without having to deal with 
accusations of "reverse racism" and 
outbursts of white guilt. Moreover, 
they serve as a kind of social pres- 
sure valve where we may safely air 
our grievances. That way, outside 
of these spaces, we can have more 
productive conversations — keeping 
these feelings bottled up is emotion- 
ally and psychologically unhealthy, 
and is certainly not conducive to 
getting shit done. 

So, for a few hours at the Winter 
Rondy, a voluntary and temporary 
line was drawn around a plastic 
tarp in the Everglades with about 
a dozen POC in attendance. Dur- 
ing a simultaneous white auxiliary 
caucus, white allies gathered to 
discuss how they could use their 
privilege to support the struggles of 
people of color and oppose white 
supremacy in movements they 
are a part of. When we all came 
back together to continue with the 
gathering's workshops, w r e had a 
slightly better understanding that, 
although we are all inheritors of a 
long racist past, we have also in- 
herited generations of hard-won 
progress in breaking free of that 


past. We shouldn’t bring that prog- 
ress to a halt by acting like we've 
already won, pretending that race 
is now a relatively negligible issue 
or claiming to be "colorblind." 

White Dominance in EF! 

Proceeding from the recognition 
of white dominance in EF!, the ques- 
tion arises of how historically domi- 
nating aspects of white culture are 
still embodied in EF! culture. White 
culture has been nurtured, defended 
and imposed by the forces of im- 
perialism for centuries. This is the 
inescapable reality of white privi- 
lege: It has been bought with blood. 
Wherever white privilege is in use, 


without being understood and ac- 
knowledged for what it is, patterns 
of white supremacy are not far off. 
To the extent that white dominance 
and supremacy prevail in EF!, the 
movement will continue to be mar- 
ginalized by enemies and potential 
friends alike as a movement stuck 
within its bubble of white privilege. 

To illustrate the patterns of white 
dominance and supremacy experi- 
enced by participants in the POC 
caucus and by POC in the environ- 
mental movement as a whole, we 
have included a brief run-down of 
tendencies POC have consistently 
run across. 

Dealing Constantly With Unchecked 
White Privilege — This ranges from 
the absurd assertion that "we are 
all colored" and/or "tribal" (own 
up to your whiteness, honkies) to 
the equally ridiculous claim that 
POC can "drop out” just as eas- 
ily as white people (by squatting 
or dumpstering, which many POC 
do anyway as a matter of survival), 
to the insulting declaration that 
white people "know what it's like" 
or "understand" because they had 
the privilege of spending a Summer 
in Chiapas or some other "exotic" 
community of color. Also, white ac- 
tivists who live in "marginalized" 
subcultures still have white skin 
privilege and the ability to choose 
whether or not to remain marginal- 
ized, a luxury that people of color 
do not have. 

Rampant Cultural Appropriation/ 
Fetishizing Indigenous Cultures — This 
ranges from white people and their 


"tribal Earth rituals" and dreadlocks, 
to the war cries you hear at every 
protest, to the wolf howls at gath- 
erings (which has the potential for 
being pretty disruptive to local wild- 
life patterns). You have your own 
culture(s) and ethnic roots that date 
back over millennia; research and 
embrace them instead of stealing 
ours. Added to this is an obsession 
with what is essentially the "noble 
savage" myth and the recurring 
imagery of POC with spears in lit- 
erature that is not even about actual 
indigenous struggles. 

Tokenization — This includes ask- 
ing us for our "unique" opinion 
on something as if we could speak 


for the global community of POC, 
expecting us to do the necessary 
outreach to POC communities and 
expecting us to bottomline anti- 
racist and environmental justice 
organizing within our movement. 
These phenomena are annoying 
and offensive. 

The unfortunate reality is that 
none of these things are new to POC 
within EF! (or the radical environ- 
mental movement as a whole). Our 
individual experiences echo those 
written about in the article, "Fac- 
ing Off the Radical Environmental 
Lynch Mob" (see EF!J September- 
October 2004). 

With examples like this, it is not 
hard to see why POC often haven't 
found EF! to be a welcoming and 
inclusive place. Understanding the 
ways in which a culture of white 
dominance excludes POC from 
participating in radical environ- 
mental movements is crucial when 
asking why those movements are 
so white. It's not like POC are less 
affected by environmental destruc- 
tion than whites: Worldwide, envi- 
ronmental injustices are more often 
committed against communities of 
color. POC, as a socially and eco- 
nomically marginalized group, live 
in neighborhoods with the worst 
environmental conditions and 
countries with the lowest environ- 
mental standards. Within a bubble 
of white privilege, EF! is in a weak 
position to combat this problem 
and redraw the connections of en- 
vironmental issues to issues of race 
and economy. 


Typically, EF! is identified as a 
wilderness protection movement, 
fighting for the remaining unspoiled 
and undeveloped areas of the Earth. 
It's not hard to see how this comple- 
ments the image of EF! as a white, 
middle-class movement — the folks 
who get to enjoy the wilderness 
are usually folks with the economic 
means, leisure time and social back- 
ground to do so. It seems that, as 
long as the definitions of radical 
environmentalism extend only to 
the unspoiled or "uncompromised" 
landscape, its demographic will ex- 
tend mostly to whites. 

Beyond Tokenism 
With these difficulties 
in sight, and a shared 
understanding of the 
long-term nature of this 
discussion, POC and 
whites have a lot of work 
to do in confronting 
white cultural domina- 
tion in the movement. 
While many POC within 
1 EF! want to work on anti- 
t racist organizing and are 
~ often more aware of pat- 
^ terns of white supremacy, 
^ exclusivity and racism 
14 in the movement, it is 
j-s, imperative that they are 
| not expected to take on 
p the bulk of the burden 
| of dismantling said pat- 
terns. White allies must 
work to be aware of these 
issues, using their privi- 
lege to challenge them and ensur- 
ing that there is an active anti-racist 
organizing component to EF!. 

Developing this anti-racist frame- 
work within our movement will 
also help avoid tokenizing POC. 
Too often, white-dominated move- 
ments believe that the first step 
in anti-racist action is bringing in 
POC. This can stem from a belief 
that a movement that is multiracial 
will also be anti-racist. It ignores the 
dynamics of white cultural superi- 
ority that create a movement that is 
not truly inclusive, and it trivializes 
the organizing in which POC are al- 
ready engaged. It is crucial that we 
simultaneously confront issues of 
white supremacy within our orga- 
nization and work to build solidar- 
ity with POC-led organizations and 
campaigns. 

There are many POC-led organi- 
zations working on transformative 
campaigns that EF!, as a predomi- 
nately white movement, could sup- 
port. Indeed, some examples of this 
kind of solidarity include support 
for indigenous resistance to the 
2010 Winter Olympics and EF!ers 
marching with the Coalition of Im- 
mokalee Workers for fair wages and 
working conditions. 

Looking Ahead 

With the last few minutes of the 
POC caucus, participants brain- 
stormed how to . make future Ren- 
dezvous more open, inclusive and 
hospitable to the rest of our POC 
comrades. Sitting in the middle of 
continued on page 24 
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Peruvian Environmental- 
ist Murdered 

On February 26, Don Julio 
Garda Agapito was murdered 
in Alerta, Peru, after he reported 
a truck loaded with 34 logs of 
poached mahogany. The mahog- 
any had been logged along the 
Peru-Bolivia border, a region of 
the Peruvian Amazon that is one 
of the most biologically diverse 
places in the world. 

While Garcia told the Peruvian 
national police and the National 
Institute for Natural Resources 
(INRENA) about the truck, a 
man with a copy of the truck's 
key jumped in and drove away. 
National police officers ran off 
to chase the truck, leaving Gar- 
cia in the local INRENA office. 
Within a few minutes, 10 bullets 
were fired, killing him instantly. 
Amancion Jacinto Maque was 
identified as the shooter but es- 
caped to Bolivia. 


Native Leaders Jailed in 
Mining Protest 

On March 17, Chief Donny 
Morris, Deputy Chief Jack McK- 
ay and four band councilors 
from the Kitchenuhmaykoosib 
Inninuwug (also known as KI or 
Big Trout Lake) First Nation, all 
received six-month sentences for 
opposing mining on their tradi- 
tional lands in northwestern On- 
tario, Canada. This is the second 
time this year that native lead- 
ers have been jailed for mining 
blockades. 

Last Fall, the court issued an 
order allowing Platinex Inc. to 
begin drilling in Big Trout Lake 
on November 6. Native officials 
say that they will arrest Platinex 
drillers if they proceed onto na- 
tive land. The Platinex company 
has offered financial compensa- 
tion for mineral exploration, but 
natives in Big Trout Lake are vow- 
ing to maintain their opposition, 
even though the court cases have 
brought them near bankruptcy. 


Schumacher Furs 
Pays PETA 

On January 24, US District 
Judge Michael Mosman ordered 
Schumacher Furs to pay more 
than $40,000 in legal fees to Peo- 
ple for the Ethical Treatment of 
Animals (PETA). Gregg Schum- 
acher and his wife Linda sued 
PETA, claiming it was "stepping 
over the bounds of free speech 
into crimes and violations of city 
ordinances." 

Judge Michael Mosman stated 
that the lawsuit was "an extraor- 
dinary abuse of the litigation 
process." He went on to add, "I 
find that awarding fees in this 
case will properly serve to deter 
'putative plaintiffs from filing 
multimillion-dollar suits against 
nonprofit groups and private 
citizens engaged in First Amend- 
ment activities." 


Mountain Justice Disrupts Bank With 
Old-Time Appalachian Music 



BREF! pluckin' their strings inside Batik of America 


by Willie 

At noon on March 5, ap- 
proximately 24 Mountain 
Justice activists visited a 
Bank of America (BoA) in 
Boone, North Carolina, to 
protest the bank's funding 
of mountaintop removal 
coal mining and coal-fired 
power plants. The event 
was the third bluegrass- 
themed protest in a week 
in which Action Jackson, 
an Appalachian string 
band from East Tennes- 
see, staged a traditional fiddle and 
banjo jam inside a BoA branch, 
for a rally in opposition to the 
bank's investments in coal. While 
the demonstration was underway, 
three account holders present in 
the bank chose to close their ac- 
counts in protest, informing the 
branch assistant manager that they 
would not allow their hard-earned 
money to destroy Appalachian com- 
munities and ecosystems. When 
police arrived on the scene they 


briefly detained one protester. The 
activist was later released without 
arrest or citation. 

BoA has invested billions of dol- 
lars in companies that practice 
mountaintop removal, including 
Massey Energy, Arch Coal, Alpha 
Natural Resources and others. Moun- 
taintop removal is a method of coal 
mining in which up to 1,000 vertical 
feet are blasted off a mountain and 
dumped into the adjacent valleys. 
The practice has destroyed more 
than 800 square miles of mountains, 


and buried or polluted more than 
1,200 miles of streams in Virginia, 
West Virginia, Kentucky and Ten- 
nessee. In addition to wreaking 
ecological havoc, the mining prac- 
tice also endangers coalfield com- 
munities with toxic flash floods and 
| mudslides. These and other impacts 
| of coal extraction, coupled with the 
| accelerated climate change caused 
1 by burning coal, have prompted the 
| creation of this national campaign 
to pressure BoA to pull its funding 
of the coal industry. 

"So long as BoA continues to 
fund the destruction of Appala- 
chia, Appalachian string bands will 
have no choice but to bring our 
music into these banks. For as long 
as BoA is funding coal, we're going 
to keep coming back," promised 
one of the musicians. 

For more information, contact Blue 
Ridge EF!, blueridgeEF@yahoo.com. 

Between gigs and actions, Willie is 
soaking up the stillness of the Shenan- 
doah Valley, working with Blue Ridge 
EF!, Mountain Justice and the South- 
east Convergence for Climate Action. 



by Hannah 

Palm fronds swaying, egrets bath- 
ing, environmental activists playing 
in the shallow swamp: In February, 
Earth Firstlers returned to the J.W. 
Corbett Wildlife Management Area 
in South Florida, for a week dedi- 
cated to movement strategizing, 
campaign building, networking, 
sharing and growing. Two years 
ago, the annual EF! Organizers' 
Conference (OC) was held in this 
same beautiful swampland. The 
2006 OC was my first Earth First! 
event, and I felt it had been the 
most inclusive, productive radical 
gathering I had ever attended. This 
year, bringing the gathering back to 
Palm Beach County, the Everglades 
EF! crew outdid themselves, creat- 
ing a conference even more superb 
than their last. The word among 
seasoned EFiers is that this year's 
OC was the best in years. 

What made it so successful? At 
past EF! gatherings, things have 
felt very homogenous, with most 
attendees coming from the lo- 
cal bioregion and, recently, most 
people being younger and newer 
to the movement. But this year's 
OC was one of the most diverse 
conferences I've attended. Folks 
representing an array of campaigns 
came from across the continent 
and beyond to lead workshops and 
share strategies, creating a diver- 
sity of ages, genders, ethnicities 
and languages. Everglades EF!, hav- 
ing raised money in advance, flew 
in envirorimental organizers from 
Canada, southern California and 
Ecuador. They were joined by orga- 
nizers from the Stop 1-69 campaign 
in Indiana, the Coalition of Immo- 
kalee workers in Florida, the anti- 
Plum Creek initiative in Maine, the 
mobilization against the Cliffside 
power plant in Katuah, the cam- 
paign against Florida Power and 


Light in South Florida, the EF! Jour- 
nal in Arizona and many others. 

It was clear that the organizers 
had put months of planning into 
this gathering. The site included a 
deluxe outdoor kitchen that was 
complete with do-it-yourself rocket 
stoves, a covered library built from 
wood pallets and the most beautiful 
shifters you've ever laid eyes on. The 
schedule was organized and full of 
workshops that were a good 'balance 
of specific campaigns, movement 
strategizing and anti-oppression 
work. A panel of speakers at a work- 
shop exploring indigenous environ- 
mental campaigns exemplified this. 
However, I would like to have seen 
more opportunities for skill sharing 
in the workshop schedule. 

The energy and power dynamics 
among organizers and attendees 
felt balanced, making the confer- 
ence feel more inclusive than most 
that I've attended. Organizers' roles 
were well-identified and beautifully 
handled. The organizers served as 
facilitators for morning circle and 
police liaisons, while attendees 
took care of setting up and breaking 
camp, cooking and security. 

The direction of EF! was a focal 
point that came up throughout the 
week during conversations about 
anti-oppression, campaign tactics 
and government repression. With 
250 people at the OC throughout 
the week, the workshops felt pro- 
ductive. They were well-attended, 
and goal- and strategy-oriented. 
Compared to workshops I’ve at- 
tended at past Rendezvous, which 
felt drawn out and convoluted, 
discussions about "the movement" 
were thought out and focused. Ex- 
cellent facilitation made the diffi- 
cult topics manageable. 

One night, after word came of the 
latest round of Green Scare accusa- 
tions, everyone gathered around the 
campfire, fueled by our anger and 


our fear. After days of talking about 
the solidarity we all long to expe- 
rience, here was a moment when 
long-term activists joined with the 
new, and older folks joined with 
the young. We created a call to ac- 
tion and painted a vision of unity 
in this struggle. The words left me 
energized and inspired. 

The enthusiasm from that night 
prepped us for the action on the 
last morning. The lockdown at 
Florida Power and Light was well- 
coordinated and went off perfectly. 
Despite last-minute planning, the 
process still managed to be inclu- 
sive. Also, in contrast with male- 
dominated actions of the past, this 
one included skilled and powerful 
women in major roles. At the de- 
briefing that night, many people 
shared that they thought it was 
perhaps the best post-Rondy action 
that they could recall. 

Overall, the OC was organized, 
productive and inspiring. Yet, 
there's always room for improve- 
ment. The medical support through- 
out the week was spotty, without a 
clear location for supplies or visible 
communication channels between 
medics and attendees. I also found 
myself missing the raucous, music- 
filled fires of past gatherings. This 
year, the nights were mostly empty 
of activities that bring people to- 
gether. While recognizing there's 
always room for growth, this gath- 
ering was full of learning, network- 
ing, strategizing and unification. 
The space was beautiful, the en- 
ergy was fun and productive, and 
the action accomplished its goal. 
The Everglades EF! crew definitely 
raised the bar for future gatherings. 

1 went home motivated, hopeful 
and ready for action. 

Hannah lives in the mountains of 
North Carolina, and enjoys danc- 
ing in the street and belly-crawling 
through swamps. 
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More than 1 SO trucks were stopped in front of FPL. 


continued from page 1 

We were there to stop the West 
County Energy Center, a massive 
natural gas plant that Florida Power 
and Light (FPL) is building at the 
headwaters of what's left of the Ev- 
erglades. Any one of the problems 
this plant poses should be enough 
to cancel it: 12 mil- 
lion tons of carbon 
dioxide, emitted an- 
nually; 13 pounds 
of mercury; 4,800 
tons of other haz- 
ardous emissions; 
up to eight billion 
gallons of water 
drawn from surface 
and aquifer sources 
every year, 20 mil- 
lion of it deep-well- 
injected 3,000 feet 
below the Earth's 
surface as wastewa- 
ter every day. 

All of this is 
scheduled to occur 
less than 1,000 feet from a wildlife 
refuge that's home to 30 threatened 
and endangered species. Where's 
Charlie Crist, Florida's "green” 
governor? Where's the outrage, 
the dissent? 

Our only demands were that we 
get to speak with Lew Hayes, FPL's 
CEO, and that we be allowed to stay 
until sunset. But Lew wasn't inter- 
ested — and neither was the Sheriff's 
Department. Not that it mattered. 
Reasonable or not, none of us really 
expected our demands to be met. 
Why should they be? To them, we- 
were criminals — petty criminals, 
but criminals nonetheless. 

However, the crimes of FPL and 
its shareholders are far more se- 
vere than what we were doing. You 
see, aside from being ecologically 
immoral, the construction of the 
West County Energy Center is actu- 
ally illegal. The deep- well-injection 
system — the prototype of which 
collapsed — is being built without 
a permit. FPL also lacks permits for 
the 34 miles of natural gas pipeline 
that this plant will require to work 
in the first place. 

Maybe that's why Lew never 
shows up when we invite him out. 
Maybe he has a hard time answer- 
ing certain questions. 

Despite the fact that the con- 
struction of this plant totally un- 
dermines the federally funded, 
$ 10-billion Comprehensive Ev- 
erglades Restoration Project (see 
EF!f November-December 2007), 
the Palm Beach Sheriff's' Depart- 
ment had the audacity to com- 
plain that our actions cost the city 
$100,000 — a figure that it hasn't 
even bothered to explain. If the 


Sheriff's Department was so con- 
cerned about the cost to taxpayers, 
maybe it shouldn't have blocked 
off seven miles of traffic leading 
up to the site. All we blocked was 
a driveway. Maybe it could have 
used fewer officers, fewer random 
cop cars sitting around with their 


lights on, fewer riot police. Maybe 
it didn't need to block traffic each 
time it transported protesters on 
the bus. Maybe it could have left 
that poor police dog who injured 
his paw back at the kennel. 

Around 11:30 a.m., it came time 
to move in for the kill. The cops 
started out with pain compliance, 
threats and intimidation. Then 
came the buzzing of saws and the 
weird euphoria of going limp while 
random strangers yank you every 
which way. After that, we were car- 
ried like six-packs, one by one, to 
the bus, as our fans cheered and 
chanted. Overall, it took the cops 
until 1:40 p.m. to finish arresting 
those who locked down. 

In 24 hours, we managed to travel 
from the rough-edged beauty of the 
J.W. Corbett Wildlife Management 
Area (where the OC was held) to the 
bustling frenzy of a successful direct 
action to the perfect dystopia of in- 
carceration. 

At first, we refused to give coir 
names. The county wasn't happy 
about processing 26 rambunctious 
Jane and John Smiths (not to men- 
tion the confusion of having an 
actual John Smith booked shortly 
before we got there). 

In jail/our treatment was at once 
privileged and reprehensible. Our 
size and our unity allowed us to us 
get away with things that the aver- 
age inmate could never dream of — 
a fact I made sure never to forget. 
For example, after six hours with- 
out a restroom, several of us had 
urinated ourselves, and the police 
refused to give us any clothes to 
change into. As a result, some of us 
staged a naked solidarity strike for 


our soiled companions, where we 
stripped nude, banged on the win- 
dow and chanted, "Some clothes 
or no clothes! Some clothes or no 
clothes!". Eventually it worked. 
The Johns got away with more 
than the Janes, of course, because 
of the Jane's smaller numbers and 
the inherent misogyny of 
the system. 

All of us were out within 
36 hours, some sooner. 

Being a group that learns 
from its mistakes, we took 
careful (and tedious) note 
of things that we could 
have done better. Certain 
aspects of the jail solidar- 
§■ ity — withholding our names, 
| for example — came up rather 
| suddenly, and it was hard 
| to keep tabs on how far we 
4. wanted to take things. Mak- 
s' ing whispered, last-minute 
§j decisions about fingerprints 
on a police bus is hardly 
comprehensive planning. 

Additionally, ■ more attention 
should have been paid to the truck 
drivers who shared the driveway 
to the construction site. Some of 
them were losing a day's pay and 
hadn't worked the previous week, 
either. At the very least, we could 
have talked to them more, offered 
them food and soda, or invited 
them to join us. (One of them ac- 
tually did join us.) 

Unexpected good things came out 
of this event as well: Based on the 
awesome jail support, some of us 
are starting a Food Not Bars, wjiich 



will give out free food, cigarettes, 
cell-phone calls and literature about 
the prison-industrial complex to 



Playing leapfrog in front of FPL 


people coming out of jail. Ideas 
for better lockbox designs have 
been discussed as well. More im- 
portantly, some of the strained re- 
lationships a few of us had endured 
in the past few months are now a 
bit smoother. 

People always ask if this sort of 
thing is effective. The naysayers 
proclaim that we're really just do- 
ing this for ourselves — that if we re- 
ally want to change the world, we 
should run for office. 

Every time somebody stands 
up (or locks down) in defense of 
something she truly believes in — 
something just, something worth- 
while-then yes, it is effective. 
Even if no one hears about it, even 
if nothing changes externally, the 
mere act of defiance itself is worth- 
while. Anything that breaks the 
spell of passivity, apathy and pow- 
erlessness that consumes us as a cul- 
ture is worthwhile. 

But even beyond that, actions 
like ours — and those detailed in ev- 
ery issue of the EF!f — give teeth to 
the lawsuits, the editorials and the 
coffee-shop banter. They remind 
the people in power and on the 
streets how important what we're 
fighting for truly is. If you're not 
willing to fight for the planet you 
live on, the very thing that gives 
you and everything around you 
life, then what are you willing to 
fight for? 

In many ways, February 18 was 
a new beginning for Everglades 
Earth First!. We now have new par- 
ticipants, new solidarity and a new 
sense of intimacy. Finally, we can 
dream again. It's easier to imag- 
ine a world worth saving and to 
go about creating that world every 
day with our thoughts and deeds. 

Because of our efforts and the ef- 
forts of everyone who participated 
on that momentous day, FPL is on 
the defensive once again. Wherever 
it goes, whatever greenwash scheme 
it comes up with, people will be 
paying attention. 

Plans are already underway to 
form a Loxahatchee Free State 
along part of the proposed 34-mile 
pipeline route. On top of that, we 
are gearing up for a fresh round of 
battle against FPL's nuclear expan- 
sions in Port St. Lucie and Miami. 

^ This is far from over. From here 
| on out, it's only a matter of time 
•S' and tenacity. We invite you all to 
| join us. 

£ For more info, contact Everglades 
EF!, evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com; 
www.earthfirstoc2008.com. 

John Smith 16, casually known as 
Hope Freid, has been involved in radi- 
cal activism for three years — the three 
most fidfilling years of his life. 
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The Bulldozers 

V Have Arrived 
l H in Indiana 


Update on 1-69 in Indiana 
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wrrafcr hij&ray cl rise ?oeoia 
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Evansville, 


Action Call Out 

Now is the time. If you've ever 
thought about coming to Indiana, 
or if you've stayed in Bloomington 
and told us you'll be back when 
the bulldozers are here. If you are 
looking for the right excuse to quit 
your job, drop out of school or 
leave home. If you've ever wanted 
to fight with others to protect our 
wild places. If you've ever had a 
stake in this before, now is the time! 
The bulldozers have arrived, and so 
should you! 


Come to Southern Indiana ASAP 

ilv&nsrtfie tc Uw 3te*«st alt y to the star- >:•' the route. It <s the 
vJtnteeserr.tii not Mt tewn with many ysr? ;ne*jrafwslve and 
ahwatotasd teases, «a infos hop, eoambtos g**sens and a 
7<*o$Jivttia garden ' tcayw, an anarihlst svmod ccJTsfi shop, & 
fr*r,3{y food coop, and & wry fa&Ktij houairg wp. BfiX?> n tli 
bn obi* to alneet psepie to stew-term bcuafago? tout* *«5*s from 
wtUPfc to got tovtivwl ?/o *«K folks coming to fc*> able t j syj$*y 

•Ant, ted V'Ut WS tj&V* SOJ»«* 

WlB&fef at tfese etociyfied Legal support is svsfisMe, 

limited, SOW IS THE TIME TO COME TO 
SOBTHJ3HK IRDUUffA!!! ^ - 


Plan Puebla 
Panama 


For more information see: Questions? Resources to offer? Contact us: 

StopI69.wordpress.com RoadblockEF@yahoo.com j 

Clip now for big savings of Indiana forests! Post everywhere! 
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The 2008 ER 
Round River Rendezvous 



This Summer's Round River Rendezvous will be held from June 30 to July 7 in southeastern Ohio's Appalachian region. We in- 
vite you to join us in our struggle for Ohio's forests and against renewed mining activity. We hope that this year's Rendezvous will 
provide space for reflection on the movement, time for planning and strategizing, a chance to get to know Earth First! companions 
from other places, and an opportunity for others to get to know and love some of the damaged yet resilient ecology of Ohio. Meet 
Indiana bats, cerulean warblers, and a variety of herbaceous plants and hardwood trees. Whether you've never been to an EF! 
gathering or you've never missed one, join us in Ohio foi a week of activist work and play! 


by HockHocking EF! 

A Brief History 

Ohio is a state defined by its geography. The 
Wisconsin ice sheet bulldozed its way south 
from Canada 18,000 years ago, flattening ter- 
rain, churning rocks into paste and leaving 
a rich layer of freshly excavated mineral soil, 
which remains over most of the state today. To 
the north, the glacier left the Great Lakes, which 
contain 22 percent of the world's fresh water. To 
the south, if left the Ohio River, the single larg- 
est tributary of the Mississippi. Ohio sits in a 
temperate belt, experiences four distinct seasons 
and enjoys a wealth of hardwood forest biodi- 
versity. Before 1492, Ohio was home to some of 
the most complex agricultural civilizations in 
North America. 

European settlement in Ohio was largely deter- 
mined by its waterways. From Ohio, timber, furs, 
clay, iron ore, coal and people could be moved 
south to New Orleans or north to the Great Lakes. 
Early settlers clearcut forests to build farms, pas- 
tures and, eventually, cities. 

The glaciers never reached southeast Ohio, 
and the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains 
formed a distinct ecosystem with a very differ- 
ent geology. The 300-million-year-old soils are 
thinly layered there atop steep slopes and leached 
clays, unable to retain nutrients like the soils of 
the plains. Many farms in this region were aban- 
doned as early American settlers learned the hard 
way that Ohio's hill country stored its biomass 
best in the trunks of trees. 

The ancient coastline that created the rot- 
ting sandstone cliffs of the Appalachians also 
left behind coal, oil and natural gas. As early as 
1810, coal mines opened throughout the region, 
setting the stage for a multi-century drama of 
resource extraction. Failing farms provided the 
desperate work force, rivers and canals provided 
the transport to market and high-sulfur seams 
provided the wealth. With the arrival of rail- 
roads, Ohio's role as energy supplier to the east- 
ern US was secured. 


The Mesabi Iron Range opened for mining in 
Minnesota in the 1880s, sending iron ore out of 
Duluth, Minnesota, and across the Great Lakes. 
Investors quickly realized that the energy pro- 
vided by coal could be used to fire mills and iron 
refineries in Ohio, and thus, Ohio's industrial 
boom was born. 

It was during this period that Ohio's "C" cit- 
ies (Columbus, Cleveland and Cincinnati), along 
with smaller centers like Akron, Dayton and 
Youngstown, boomed, drawing immigrant popu- 
lations from across the globe. The boom lasted 
until the 1970s, when the US economy deindus- 
trialized and jobs went overseas. By the 1980s, 
the boom had busted, Ohio joined the rust belt, 
and the big cities, like the rural settlements before 
them, were struck with waves of unemployment. 

Ohio's only national forest, the Wayne, con- 
sists almost entirely of land stripped bare and 
then donated to the federal government, with- 
out mineral rights, by mining companies dur- 
ing the Great Depression. Civilian Conservation 
Corps and Works Progress Administration work- 
ers planted millions of native trees in the Wayne 
in the 1930s and 1940s, reforesting the land- 
scape as part of a surprisingly intelligent federal 
plan that has allowed the land to return to its 
more natural eastern deciduous forest ecosys- 
tem. Scattered throughout the Wayne are more 
than 5,000 mining-related sites, including open 
mine shafts, piles of debris and old furnaces. 

Current Trends. 

Unfortunately, the humans of Ohio have fared 
little better than the trees, soils and waterways. 
Poverty and risky employment — mining remains 
the most dangerous industry in the US — have 
exacerbated the health risks posed by local envi- 
ronmental hazards. Ohio is much like all states, 
in that rates of asthma, obesity, diabetes and 
heart attacks have skyrocketed in recent years. 
Less often reported is that southeast Ohio has 
one of the highest cancer rates in the country. 

Ohio's air quality ranks among the worst in 
the US, and the Ohio River is contaminated with 


PCBs, mercury and dioxin. Communities along 
the river suffer from unexplained illnesses. Resi- 
dents complain of foul smells, black dust, acrid 
mists, sores, headaches, respiratory problems, 
high cancer rates and physical ailments not usu- 
ally seen in otherwise healthy people. 

Today, the steel mills are gone. Urban sprawl is 
gobbling up land around the city centers. Coal 
mines are silent, and farms in Appalachian Ohio 
are overgrown. The cities, which once overflowed 
with diverse cultures, are slowly going bank- 
rupt, encircled by tract suburbs and foreclosure 
belts. Farmers in the glacial plain struggle with 
drought, flooding, the consequences of over- 
grazing, genetically modified crops, and effluent 
from huge cattle, pork and chicken farms. 

In southeast Ohio, the scars of the last two cen- 
turies are inscribed deeply into the land. Toxic, 
yellow, green and orange acid mine-drainage 
leaches from sulfur-rich tailings piles around 
abandoned coal seams. Huge gob and slag piles 
dot the forests. Crumbling chemical plants and 
superfund sites drip complex organic contami- 
nants into groundwater. Despite the resilience of 
second- and third-growth forests, many never re- 
covered from being clearcut, and hardwood log- 
ging continues to this day. 

Up until the last 10 years, southeast Ohio has 
remained fairly isolated by poor roadways, leav- 
ing much of the Appalachian culture of the area 
intact. This isolation also made it difficult to in- 
dustrialize the region (except along the river) and 
kept it free, for the most part, of major develop- 
ment. However, over the past decade, new road 
projects and big-box stores have reached virtu- 
ally every town of more than 20,000 people. In 
the absence of better employment, municipali- 
ties are competing for the minimum-wage jobs 
that come with them. 

The tentacles of the energy industry are once 
again slithering into the hills and forests of Ap- 
palachia. The coal and natural gas never truly 
dried up, and the Ohio River still offers trans- 
portation and cooling for heavy industries. Most 

continued on next page 
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continued from previous page 
importantly, though, the poverty and neglect 
created by the first waves of Appalachian exploi- 
tation remain, and the captains of commerce ex- 
pect little resistance to their plans. 

As Human Habitat 

The steep hills and deep hollers of southeast 
Ohio have, until relatively recently, made the 
area inhospitable to newcomers. A lot of the tra- 
ditional Appalachian culture is still strong in 


these remote areas. We chose this region of the 
state to host the 2008 Rondy because of its biodi- 
versity and its rich history of rebellion. 

.During the mid-1700s, conflict brewed along 
the Ohio River. In the French and Indian War, 
British colonialists from Pennsylvania and 
Virginia — both of which claimed the territory — 
fought the French forces that also claimed the re- 
gion. Eventually, the British gained sovereignty' 
over the Ohio Valley. In the early 1800s, Tecum- 
seh, a Shawnee warrior, was a unifying force for 


the native resistance movement east of the Mis- 
sissippi. Tecumseh and his brother Tenskwatawa 
broke all the rules by traveling among warring 
tribes with a message to refrain from ceding any 
more lands to the US, unify against the whites, 
return to native ways and independence, re- 
fuse to drink alcohol and cease prisoner torture 
among the Shawnee. 

The conditions of early European settlement 
of Appalachia are debated, but a lot of families 
claim that their ancestors "ran to the hills" to 
escape indentured servitude or 
worse. A healthy disrespect for 
government and regulation has 
characterized the region ever 
since. Appalachia has seen ti- 
tanic union struggles against 
coal companies, numerous 
stations on the underground 
railroad and several economies 
dealing in various officially 
prohibited substances. 

Appalachian culture has tra- 
ditionally been less socially seg- 
regated than other regions of 
the US. The Knights of Labor, 
one of the earliest labor organi- 
zations to welcome women and 
blacks, built their first union 
hall in Shawnee, and many lo- 
cal towns proudly describe their 
heritage as WIN — standing for 
"white, Indian and negro." 

Athens and surrounding 
counties have experienced a 
second wave of cantankerously 
independent culture in the last 
half-century. Numerous social- 
justice-oriented projects, land 
trusts and intentional commu- 
nities dot the landscape. Lo- 
cal annual events include the 
Moonshine, Pawpawfruit ■ and 
Atlatl (a Paleolithic hunting 
tool) festivals. 

Several environmental ac- 
tions and campaigns have 
taken place in southeast Ohio, 
including the Zaleski treesit 
(one of the first east of the Mis- 
sissippi) and the Eastern Forest 
Defense Camp. Many organi- 
zations dedicated to environ- 
mental and social justice, food 
security and access, and cultur- 
al preservation call southeast 
Ohio home. 

This year, southeast Ohio 
hosted Mountain Justice Spring 
Break, and will host the annual 
Heartwood gathering and the 
EF! Round River Rendezvous. 


Cflmp out 

SHARE SKILLS 

psicniTE p itioue itie m 


M E T UJ 0 P K 
I11AKE FPIEIIDS 


HPUE Fun 


What to Expect 

If you grew up without a 
4-H Club, you probably don't 
realize how devastating rural 
poverty actually is in the US. 
In southeast Ohio, common 
thefts include the siding off of 
houses, the catalytic converters 
out of cars and standing tim- 
ber off of other people's land. 
There is a good chance that 
your great idea — rainwater col- 
lection, for instance, or scrap- 
wood shacks — is already in 
common use as a survival tactic. 
While here, do n«t act the fool; 
do not be arrogant. Comments 
to the effect that it is sick to live 


Cut out and display! 
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The 2008 ER 

^ Round River Rendezvous 

... AND A FEW DETAILS 


so far from "wilderness" will not be taken well 
by locals or by organizers of this event. 

Ohio, like any place, has a complex story, full 
of contradictions and rich with detail and nu- 
ance. It is easy to condemn coal mining and log- 
ging as destroyers of the Earth. It is much more 
difficult to engage with old coal miners and 
their families as they work to revive the town 
of New Straitsville from its economic downturn. 
Or with a neighbor who began to selectively cut 
maple trees from his forest several years ago, 
only to fall ill last Winter. With no insurance, he 
had to make the decision to clearcut his forest to 
pay the medical bills. 

This is the reality of the world we inhabit; it 
is not specific to Ohio. What we lack in pristine 
forests and rivers, we replace with our fierce 
connection to the land and each other. In our 
wounded land, clean running springs bubble out 
of the hillsides, and caves hide in the tangles of 
our forests. They, and we, are doing exactly what 
we have always done: thriving against all odds. 
The land here has many secrets and a long his- 
tory: human habitation, struggle, compromise, 
rebellion and victory have all come to Ohio by 
turns. Now, we are inviting you. 


What to Bring 

•An open mind 

•Camping gear (camping area is 
wooded) 

•Food and snacks (three meals a day 
will be provided, but plan on cooking a 
few meals for yourself) 

•A reusable water bottle and water 

•Rain gear 

•Warm clothes 

•Comfortable footwear 

•Sunscreen 

•Instruments 

•Friends and a positive attitude! 

Workshop Submissions 


What Not to Bring 

If you bring food or water bottles, please cut down 
on excessive packaging — pack it in, pack it out! 

We encourage you to leave the booze at home, but 
if you can't be without it, bring all you will need with 
you, as there will not be anywhere close by to obtain 
it. Alcohol will only be tolerated in designated spaces. 

We encourage you to leave your dogs at home. 
People who do bring dogs are required to keep them 
leashed (except in the designated doggy play area) 
for the safety and sanity of all individuals attending. 
We expect you to clean up after your dog on trails 
and in common areas. 

Dinnerware and silverware will be provided. 


We want to create an environment that encourages and inspires new ideas, learning, sharing, 
and reflection on the tactics and strategies of the environmental movement. 

We need you to do this! If you've been working on a project or skill that you think others 
could benefit from learning, we invite you to share it! 

To submit your workshop ideas, contact rondy2008@gmail.com. 

The deadline for workshop submissions is May 31. 


hockhocking efl revival 

(REPORTBACK) 



On March 21-23, HockHocking 
EF! (HHEF!) hosted the "Earth First! 
Revival" in Athens, Ohio. Three EF! 
chapters, as well as organizers from 
Columbus, Ohio, met to plan the 
2008 Round River Rendezvous and 
discuss the revival and direction of 
our regional movement. Blue Ridge 
EF! and Maketewah Terra Prima EF! 
joined us in a dilapidated but warm 
cabin that- was originally built as a 
Girl Scout camp. 

Friday night was a relaxing eve- 
ning of music and conversation 
around a campfire. We watched 
the sun set and the full moon rise, 
breathing in the brisk air of another 
Spring equinox. Saturday morning, 
we shared an early breakfast and 
got down to business. Each group 
reported on its current projects. 
We also discussed our intentions 
to nurture a unified movement by 
creating -open, respectful dialogue 
with other environmental orga- 
nizations in our communities — a 
dialogue that does not split hairs 
by focusing on disagreements, but 
rather one that highlights areas in 
which we agree and how we can 
work together. 

After lunch, EF! traveled to Meigs 
County, where we were invited to 
join in a similar discussion at Moun- 
tain Justice Spring Break. EF!«rs 
and Mountain Justice huddled in 
a circle around a pot-bellied wood 
stove with their minds and ears 
open. After introductions, HHEF! 
gave a brief overview of the EF! 
movement and invited Mountain 
Justice attendees to this year's 


Round River Rendezvous. Moun- 
tain Justice followed with an ac- 
eount of its birth in 2005 and its 
history to the present. We found a 
lot of common ground and pledged 
to build on one another's momen- 
tum, working strategically toward 
the same goals as part of a regional 
anti-coal campaign. 

Later, a representative from Blue 
Ridge EF! reported back from the 
Organizers' Conference (OC), en- 
couraging HHEF! Rondy organizers 


to build off of the thoughtful in- 
tentions of the OC organizers by 
giving special attention to oppres- 
sion and privilege within the EF! 
movement. We pledged to work on 
these issues explicitly at the Rondy 
by having elders in the move- 
ment illuminate our shameful past, 
blocking off most of two days for 
anti-oppression workshops, calling 
on skilled anti-oppression trainers 
and infusing these themes into the 
entire week. 


After this discussion, the group 
enjoyed a delicious dinner and 
traveled to Athens to attend a rau- 
cous performance by Here's to the 
Long Haul at the Smiling Skull 
Saloon. EF!ers and Mountain Jus- 
tice folks mingled with the Skull's 
hippie biker regulars. The origi- 
nal Appalachian-grown, old-time- 
inspired protest music of Here’s to 
the Long Haul struck chords with 
everyone present and sent us all 
home smiling and thoughtful. 
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The 2008 ER 
Round River Rendezvous 



no new coal 

in ohio! 


HockHocking Earth First! decided 
to kick off our newly revived group 
with a No New Coal in Ohio! cam- 
paign. Ohio is now in the cross- 
hairs of a major energy project that 
would bring three new coal plants 
to Meigs County, Ohio, and two 
new plants to neighboring Mason 
County, West Virginia, in the next 
several years. It may also mean a 
resumption of underground coal 
mining as early as this year. The 
completion of these plants would 
create the highest concentration of 
coal-fired plants in the country. 

Gatling, a company based in 
Beckley, West Virginia, has been 
busy buying and leasing mining 
rights and conducting pre-blast 
surveys on privately owned lands 
in Meigs County. It is preparing a 
90-acre coal preparation site on the 
floodplain along Yellowbush Creek, 
near Racine, Ohio. 

Citizens have requested a pub- 
lic meeting with the Ohio Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources (ODNR) 
to ask questions regarding changes 
Gatling made to the original min- 
ing permit application since the 30- 
day public comment period ended 
almost a year ago. ODNR has yet 
to confirm a meeting to answer 
community questions. The local 
newspaper, however, reported that 
blasting could begin any time now. 
This is in spite of the fact that, as of 
March 23, ODNR has issued neither 
a mining permit nor a National Pol- 
lution Discharge Elimination Sys- 
tem permit to Gatling. 

Additionally, ODNR and the Army 
Corps of Engineers have repeatedly 
denied citizens' requests for a 401 
permit, which would evaluate the 
impacts of the proposed mining site 
on groundwater. Amazingly, each 
of these agencies determined that 
there would be no significant impacts 
on the water, despite the presence of 
three streams running through the 
proposed site. In addition, the site 
would sit on two overlapping flood 


plains that empty almost immedi- 
ately into the Ohio River. 

In Gatling's communication 
to local residents, the company 
states that blasting activity aimed 
at removing overburden (the 
hard, rocky earth under the soil 
that hides the precious elements 
deeper underground), building up 
the mine site in the floodplains 
and building sludge impound- 
ments could begin in April and last 
through September. 

Completion of the prep site 
would pave the way for Gatling to 
process the coal it would gather 
from its 2,000 acres of new under- 
ground mines. (This initial mining 
area would be expanded in five-year 
increments to encompass a much 
larger area.) The prep site and the 
underground mines would cement 
Racine as the heart and soul of min- 
ing activity in the area. 

Gatling plans to mine the area 
for the next 40 years, and Tim My- 
ers, Gatling's former chief engineer, 
told community members that the 
company intends to begin doing 
sludge injection into abandoned 
underground mines when it reap- 
plies for its permits in five years. 

If plans continue unabated, citi- 
zens of Racine and surrounding ar- 
eas would hear blasting nearly every 
day for the rest of the year, would 
face potential damage to drinking 
water supplies, and would be at risk 
for increased flooding, subsidence 
and dust from the processing plants. 
In addition, roads could be impact- 
ed, and the county will be strapped 
to deal with potential damage. 

The context for this increased 
mining activity is the recent approv- 
al granted by the Ohio Power Siting 
Board for two of five proposed coal 
plants for the Meigs County area. The 
American Municipal Power plant 
(one of the two) is slated to begin 
construction in 2009. If completed, 
it would bum 12,000 tons of coal per 
day. American Electric Power also 


received approval to build an Inte- 
grated Gasification Combined Cycle 
(IGCC) plant in Meigs. Many envi- 
ronmental organizations approve 
of this plant, staunchly defending 
IGCC's "clean-coal" tech- 
nology as the best available. 

Almost certainly, none of 
the organizations' leaders 
are residents of Meigs or 
surrounding counties. 

Even though siting per- 
mits have been issued, 
many other permits are 
still needed before these 
plants can begin operat- 
ing; they are not a done 
deal. Meigs Citizen's Ac- 
tion Now (Meigs-CAN) is 
the only community-based 
group currently working to 
stop all new mining activ- 
ity in the area. Since its 
inception, Meigs-CAN has 
educated residents about 
their rights in relation to 
mining-related activities. It 
conducted listening proj- 
ects to identify commu- 
nity concerns and created 
opportunities to address 
those concerns. It is cur- 
rently receiving no major 
funding and is composed 
almost exclusively of citi- 
zens of Racine and the sur- 
rounding countryside. 

With Mountain Justice 
Spring Break kick-starting 
things in Meigs County, 
the Heartwood Annual 
Gathering in Ohio's Shaw- 
nee State Forest and the 
EF! Round River Rendez- 
vous in southeast Ohio, 
there is the potential to 
give significant support 
to local organizing efforts. 

As many have said, it is 
nearly impossible to shut 
down a plant once it's in 
operation, but it's very 
possible to stop a plant 


from being built before it's even 
broken ground. 

For more information, contact 
Elisa Young of Meigs-CAN, (740) 949- 
2175; elisayoungl@hotmail.com. 


NATIONAL 
CORPORATIONS 
THAT CALL 
OHIO HOME 

•Mead Timber Co.: With its headquar- 
ters in Dayton, Ohio, Mead has vast land- 
holdings throughout southeast Ohio and a 
large pulp-processing plant in Chillicothe. 

•Eramet: A French company, Eramet 
produces manganese, which is used to 
strengthen steel. Eramet has a plant locat- 
ed along the Ohio River in Marietta, home 
of the worst air quality in the country. 

•Goodyear: Headquartered in* Akron, 
Goodyear is the former owner and opera- 
tor of the Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion 
Plant nuclear facility. 

•Ohio State University: The largest 
university in the US, Ohio State is located 
in Columbus. Its president, Gordon Gee, 
is on the board of directors for Massey 
Energy Corporation, a major perpetrator 
of mountaintop removal coal mining in 
central Appalachia. 

•American Electric Power: Headquar- 
tered in Columbus, this is the US's larg- 
est electricity supplier, owning 80 power 
plants with a 36,000-megawatt capac- 
ity. Seventy-three percent of this energy 
comes from coal. 

•AK Steel Holding Corporation: Head- 
quartered in West Chester, AK Steel's main 
products are carbon, stainless and electri- 
cal steels, and cold-rolled and aluminium- 
coated stainless steel for automakers. 

•Diebold, Inc.: Headquartered in Can- 
ton, Diebold makes the electronic voting 
machines that have replaced paper ballots 
around the country. In 2003, Diebold's 
CEO said that he was "committed to help- 
ing Ohio deliver its electoral votes to the 
president [Bush] next year." 
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Proposed Titanium Mine 
Suffers a Setback 

More than 300 Vietnamese ransacked a pro- 
posed titanium mine site in late December, de- 
stroying machinery and pipelines. They were 
moved to act out of concern that the mine 
would contaminate 
soil and groundwater 
around their seaside 

Developers intend 4 

to turn the site into a f N 

tourist resort after the vf; 

mine is depleted, but /AynjHv , 

the residents are firm 
in their preference for ' .. 

maintaining the site A. 
as it stands, using it /-'■ 

as a buffer from wind 


me area was thoroughly vandalized. Among Six Cops Are Going to 
le messages left, FLAM warned the KFC work- Have to Start Walking 
s to "go vegan straightedge!" Two more res- Six cop cars were torched in Montreal, Canada, 
urants were attacked the following day, and on March 14. Hours afterward, the Your Father 
lother KFC was hit on March 11. Collective claimed responsibility with a message 

Let's wait and see what FLAM has got in store for posted on Indymedia Quebec. 

the next two months.... According to the message, the action was 

against "increasing oppression in the neighbor- 
^ Dead Prez Riot hood and everywhere else exploitation exists." 
A riot erupted on It also urged people to set fire to not only more 
February 15, spilling cop cars, but also the "homes and hotels of capi- 
over from a Dead Prez talists." In addition, the group said it was acting 
9 Bp* i' TV\ hip-hop show at Ev- in solidarity with indigenous people fighting for 

Kg | V ergreen State College freedom and autonomy. 

PFT<L 7 in Olympia, Wash- The arsons occurred a day before the Interna- 

ington. The commo- tional Day Against Police Brutality, at which 47 
— tion began when a people were arrested in Montreal. 

A/ campus cop made an 

arrest while the two Irish Road Resistance 
Dead Prez rappers Sees the Light of Day 

A tunnel was dug into a hillside and under a 
proposed hi^lway site in Ireland, in an attempt 
to prevent the road from being constructed. 
Lisa Feeney spent 60 hours in the tunnel in 
mid-March, forcing workers to stop construc- 
tion for fear that the tunnel would collapse 
with her inside. 

Eventually, the Irish 
government brought in 
Feeney's father and uncle 
to plead with her to come 
out. Both relatives had 
l been told Feeney's life 

was in imminent danger, 
although protesters had 
~ ■iljgfe' \ taken great precautions 

to reinforce the sides of 
Wf*L the tunnel. Before she 

came out, the govern- 
ment agreed to stop con- 
struction for a month, 
giving protesters time to 

P file a legal injunction to 
halt the road. 

On February 27, the • The hillside in question 

Goethe Institute of Monte- is the Hill of Tara, upon 

video, Uruguay, had all of ~ which the Rath Lugh 

its windows destroyed by National Monument is 

anarchists. According to a communique, the positioned. This i^an important cultural site for 
Goethe Institute was chosen because of its Ireland and is under consideration for UN World 
connections to the German government. Heritage Site designation. 

The attack was carried out in support of and 
in solidarity with a hunger strike that took place A Festival of Fire 

from February 18-29 by anarchist prisoners in A Greek anarchist group, Conspiracy of Cells of 
Germany, Spain, Switzerland and Argentina. Fire Thessaloniki-Athens, claimed responsibility 
"Down with the walls of the prisons!" exclaimed for a series of arsons conducted during a "three- 
the attackers. day festival of fire," from March 18-20. Accord- 

ing to a communique, the group wanted to attack 
"Green" Builder Given a Black Eye aspects of today's world that directly lead to an 

A banner reading, increasingly Orwellian society. The "festival" was 
• "Built Green? Nope, dedicated to two activists who were detained for 

Black!" was left at a attempting to blow up a cop vehicle, 
firebombed "environ- Among the group's targets were a cop bus, the 
mentally friendly" Thessaloniki city hall, two security vehicles, a bank, 
construction site in a prison-construction company vehicle, an electric 
Woodinville, Wash- company and a security company building. 
i ington. Cops said 

A three luxury homes The Great Mung Bean Offensive 

were destroyed and Mung beans seem to be the fad with activsts in 
■ ’ll I two more were im- Edinburgh, Scotland, who have been putting the 

* I _ _ — I pacted on March 3, dry bean in a car's tire valve, causing the air to 

I* ■ ■ ^ | | B causing a total of $7 escape, before they leave a message on the wind- 

| l I I million in damage. shield, explaining their actions. 

A signature with Deflating the tires of cars that are deemed 
the initials of the environmentally unfriendly has been on the 
Earth Liberation Front was found at the site, but rise in Europe (see EF!J January-February 2008). 
there is speculation that the developer or others Though the Scottish government feels differ- 
in the failing real estate industry could have had ently, it's been pointed out that this is not a 
a hand in the arson. crime in many countries. 


were still on stage. 

' The rappers encour- 

aged the crowd to re- 
sist, and their fans did just that. 

About 24 people surrounded the cop car that 
the arrestee had been taken to, successfully un- 
arresting the person in ques- 
tion and causing the cops 
to abandon the car. As the 
mob grew to more than 200 
people, rioters smashed the j 

car windows, tagged the car, 
took what they wanted from 
inside — including a laptop 
and a radar gun — and turned K 

it upside down. ' 

When more filth showed 
up, they encountered rocks, 

UCLA Primate Researcher Hit for the bottles and other projectiles W 

Second Time in Four Months thrown their way. There were Y&ujpR ▼ 

An incendiary device was left at the door of no arrests. \ 

a primate researcher's house on February 5. \ 

Edythe London, a professor at the University of Solidarity Attack in ^ 

California-Los Angeles; was not home when her Uruguay 
front door was set alight. However, the blaze 
didn't extend past her door. 

In October, the Animal Liberation Front 
flooded London's home with a garden hose. No 
arrests have been made in either attack. 

London's work studying tobacco addiction in 
primates is funded by a $6-million grant from 
the tobacco industry. 


deceased Animals •-‘'MKtes:-- 
Finally Cremated 

An animal rights group claimed responsibil- 
ity for a fire that destroyed a taxidermy shop in 
Delhi, New. York, on January 25. A letter, signed 
with the initials "ARF," - said the fire was "just a 
warning." However, investigators are unsure what 
"ARF" means or if the letter was even written by 
someone connected to the fire. 

David Shaw, the owner of Perkins Taxidermy, 
said he found the letter in the shop's mailbox 
two to three weeks after the blaze. Regardless of 
the letter's authenticity, Shaw said he is taking 
the threat seriously. 

"There are a lot of lunatics running around out 
there that no one can stop," he said. 


FLAM Extends Streak 

The Animal Liberation Front Mexico (FLAM) 
graciously accepted the award for Most Active 
Animal Liberation Front cell at an imaginary 
awards ceremony. 

FLAM dropped jaws in the last "Frontlines" 
section (see EF!J March-April 
2008) with its impressive de- 
termination in attacking an- 
imal exploiters. Since then, 

FLAM has kept at it. 

On February 8, the FLAM- 
Commando Green Black unit 
set fire to a Bachoco shop 
in Mexico State. The attack 
against Bachoco, Mexico's 
largest poultry company, was ■ ■ ■ « 

intended to express "disgust i— - i ® ® • * 

and hatred for the system in I n I I I * 

which we live — where ma- ||J I M I ,* 

chismo, fascism and specie- 
sism are the way of living in 
these times of death and destruction," according 
to a communique. 

On March 6, FLAM attacked three restaurants 
in Mexico State. The next day, a KFC in the 
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What's That Giant Sucking Sound? 

Could K Da YOU? 


BY WARCRY 

Oppression is like accidentally 
stepping in dog shit. You rarely 
see it coming, but once it has hap- 
pened, you are forced to deal with 
it. You can't pretend it didn't hap- 
pen, because there you are, scraping 
it off your sole/soul. I have learned 
that one must not dwell in dog shit, 
because one has somewhere to go 
and must continue on one's path. 
Dog shit is not an endearing meta- 
phor, I realize, but it seems to be an 
enduring one. 

Oppression has a nasty way of 
eroding one's sense of self-worth 
and value. It can be insidious in 
the way it creates self-doubt, in 
the way it creeps into your psyche, 
eroding your spirit little by little — 
one insulting, degrading and dis- 
missive comment at a time. In her 
essay "Oppression," Marilyn Frye 
compared being oppressed to be- 
ing a bird in a bird cage. When you 
look closely, you can only see one 
bar — it doesn't seem like a big deal. 
However, when you take a holistic 
view, you can see the many bars 
that surround the bird, making 
flight impossible. 

1 have learned a lot about oppres- 
sion since my first backwoods direct 
actions with EF! more than 10 years 
ago. I have participated in different 
political movements since then. 
1 have watched so-called radicals 
and not-so-radicals grow resentful 
and scream at me at the tdp of their 
lungs simply because 1 dared to 
hold an opinion that differed from 
theirs. They couldn't handle the fact 
that someone might consider their 
ideas and still disagree. Unwilling 
or unable to debate ideas respect- 
fully like mature adults, some find 
it easier to censor, ban and silence 
than to allow discussion. It amazes 
me that I am expected to suspend the 
critical thinking process that I use to 
determine my own beliefs. It is as if 
they expect submission. Are we wear- 
ing vinyl body suits and wielding 
whips and chains? No? Then don't 
expect me to be your submissive. 


rooted like alien weeds that strangle 
one's precious life force. 

I have learned that I must always 
explore what I am capable of, no 
matter what anyone else says. I 
have learned that I must never, ever 
view myself through the eyes of my 
oppressors or internalize their defi- 
nitions of me for a single second. It 
is life-draining to have your value 
and worth determined as null 
and void by some arrogant, 
presumptuous, insensitive, 
self-serving fuck. 

Despite their politically 
correct rhetoric, some 
people just cannot or 
will not treat women 
or people of color as 
equals. They disguise 
their fear with hostility* 
and contempt because 
they cannot come to 
terms with their own 
insecurities. For exam- 
ple, a white suprema- 
cist hates black people 
because it allows him to 
feel superior. Deep down, he 
feels insecure as an individual, 
so he has to embrace a white 
power identity to feel good about 
himself. He projects his self-hate 
and insecurity onto the target of his 
contempt, which spares him from 
facing his own uncomfortable feel- 
ings of low self-esteem. For another 
example, black slaves were not al- 
lowed to read or write, because 
whites found educated Negroes too 
threatening — just as men found ed- 
ucated women too threatening and 
didn't allow them to go to college 
until after the civil war! 

The New Orleans disaster showed 
the world that Amerikkka does not 
care about black people. It tore away 
the fig leaf of equality in a violently 
racist society. Similarly,' if we scratch 
the surface of any progressive or 
even radical movement in the US 
and peek beneath its politically cor- 
rect jargon, we often find intolerant 
and power-hungry individuals. At 
least on the political right, there 
are fewer pretenses of inclusiv- { 


whom they feel threatened. Some 
mask their hostility and prejudice 
with smiles and friendly words 
while secretly attacking and under- 
mining one's standing. 

Because oppression can have 
subtle forms, it can be a bewilder- 
ing and disorienting experience 





precisely because it is so difficult 
to name. The politics of exclusion 
are iso frequently cloaked in other 
guises. A variety of "reasonable" 
excuses are invoked and employed 
to justify the oppressive exclusion. 

Oppression may seem like an ab- 
stract concept, but it can be deeply 
painful and demoralizing. Even the 
US Marine Corps identifies "troop 
morale" as an important factor ‘in 
battle. The better one's morale,- the 
better one can withstand the stress 
and challenges of combat. Low troop 
morale is equated with weak soldiers. 
EF! doesn't have a boot camp (yet) 
where they teach you that maintain- 
ing morale, especially in a protracted 
engagement, is going to be a deciding 
factor between who keeps fighting 
and who drops out. 

US military torture guidelines 
refer to someone who has been 


value, we should strive to build 
up one another's sense of personal 
worth and power. A resistance made 
of unbroken and strong-willed in- 
dividuals is a movement less likely 
to be shattered. 

George W. Bush once said that 
withdrawing from Iraq would send a 
message that would "embolden" ter- 
rorists. The state is interested in us 
being not bold but psychologically 
and emotionally crippled. Also, 
keep in mind that the system 
is fundamentally anti-love 
and anti-self-realization. 
Our job is to undo the 
damage we have all al- 
ready suffered (to vary- 
ing degrees) to our 
self-concept and self- 
worth. Our job is to 
expand the imagina- 
tion of the individual, 
improve confidence 
and, yes, embolden one 
another. Our job is to re- 
wild and restore the dig- 
nity of the individual in the 
way one might restore the deli- 
cate ecology of a badly trampled 
wildlife trail. In the words of Cu- 
ban radical feminist Aurora Levins 
Morales, from the book This Bridge 
Called My Back, we need "a revolu- 
tion capable of healing our wounds. 
If we are the ones .who can imagine 
it,... dream about it, if we are the 
ones who need it most, then no one 
else can do it." 

I want to mention anger because 
anger is seen as negative, especially in 
women. But anger can also be a sign 
of good psychological health. Anger 
that is not expressed but swallowed 
like a bitter poison, turns to depres- 
sion. It destroys the dignity and po- 
tential of the individual. In her essay 
"On the Uses of Anger: Women Re- 
sponding to Racism," Audre Lorde 
writes that anger, "focused with pre- 
cision, can be a powerful source of 
energy, serving progress and change." 
Anger, says Lorde, "is loaded with 
information and energy." It is "a lib- 
erating and strengthening act of clar- 
ification." She reminds us that "every 


I often sense that if I just smile and 
nod, I could avoid tirades by white 
men who tower over me, spittle fly- 
ing as they try to intimidate. Where 


ity and tolerance. Just because 
you don't identify as a white 
supremacist does not mean 
you do not replicate similar 


psychologically broken as a 
Person Under Control (PUC). 
One goal of torture is to reduce 
prisoners to PUC status, as they 


woman has a well-stocked arsenal 
of anger, potentially useful against 
those oppressions, personal and in- 
stitutional, which brought that anger 



poetic primitivist friend. 


is the pepper spray when you need dynamics of exclusion and 
it? Some people still expect a "yes- oppression, 
sum mastuh," instead of recognizing Within our movements, 

that I have my own brain and that I people are too savvy to say, 
might even want to use it. Sorry, but "She’s too smart, too dif- 
dem slave days are over! ficult to control and ma- 

If you internalize negative mes- nipulate." However, they 
sages, taking them into your system will find excuses to exclude 
of beliefs and feelings, and allowing those 
them to remain, they will debilitate by 
your spirit and colonize your think- 
ing. Soon the invading thoughts seem 
like they are your own. But they are 
not! They have been implanted, 
and they must be identified and 


continued on page 24 


are then easier to control and 
extract information from. 
Our goal in the movement 
should be the opposite. In- 
stead of psychologically break- 
ing people with attacks on 
their identity, self-worth, 
self-confidence 
and personal 


into being." 

Women's contributions are of- 
ten undervalued in movements 
where their voices are marginal- 
ized. Many who are treated this 
way over and over end up feeling 
devalued and dropping out of the 
movement altogether. Oppressive 
behavior not only compromises 
the affected individual, but it 
costs the movement much talent 
and energy. It "wounds the spirit 
of insurgency," in the words of a 
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blast from the past Beltane 2001 

The Lost Esoteric Art of the Wink: 

Cultivating a Culture of Conspiracy 


by Neuwut I. Meen 

wink (wingk) v. 1 . to close and open 
one eye as a signal or suggestion. 

conspire (ken-spir') v. 1 . to plan to- 
gether secretly to commit an illegal act 
2. to work or act together; unite 3. to 
breathe together (Latin's conspirare: 
con — with, together; spirare — breathe, 
as in respire or respiration). 

So far, the discussion of Earth First! 
movement security has covered the 
reasons why folks shouldn't cooper- 
ate with investigation and harass- 
ment by the feds/police, and it has 
offered some suggestions of what to 
do \Yhen they arrive. OK, that's better 
than nothing (although late in com- 
ing, and the most basic concepts need 
to be continuously retaught amid our 
history-repeating-itself tragic com- 
edy). We've got to start (or restart) 



somewhere, after all. But it's time the 
discussion went far beyond this pre- 
liminary and reactionary level. 

What has not been adequately 
addressed is what 1 feel to be the 
singular "security" problem with 
our movement: Simply put, we 
don't "got each other's backs." Even 
more so, we have forgotten how the 
string of letters that makes up that 
phrase might sound out phoneti- 
cally enough to say the words at all, 
much less understand how to carry 
out the idea. (Please excuse the bit- 
terly sarcastic tone, but our lack of 
solidarity and smarts here in the US 
is pathetic, even if it is an under- 
standable result of living in a privi- 
leged state where everyday struggle 
to survive doesn't mean as much as it 
should.) We need to delve deep into 
why we don't have solidarity when 
push comes to search warrant. 

Beyond a culture of security, we 
need a culture of conspiracy. We have 
forgotten the art of the wink, the tacit 
understanding. The secret codes and 
decoder rings of childhood. A coop- 
eration that can, at certain magical 
times, reach near-telepathy. In a 
nutshell, we lack a true understand- 
ing of community and affinity, be it 
with plant, mineral or animal (our 
own kind or the less domesticated). 

It is not enough to scramble to 
educate or remind ourselves of the 
principles of good security after 
crackdowns are already happening. 
It is not even enough to he fully 


prepared beforehand for reaction- 
ary non-cooperation, as a voice 
touched on in the last issue of the 
Journal (see EF!J March- April 2001). 
One cannot be better at security, 
or anything for that matter, if the 
aspiration is for a thing that at its 
core is not felt or dreamed of like 
life depended on it. We must rise 
to the occasion before the occasion 
occurs — be proactive — and fight 
with stealth and guile. 

The Melting Pot and the 
American Nightmare 

US pop culture tells us that there 
is no culture, only selfish individual- 
ism and soda pop. Thus, "consumer 
culture" is given a (brand) name. A 
bit of travel or correspondence with 
people in less-consumptive coun- 
tries, meaning most of the rest of 
the world, shows just how much 
peoples' roots of interaction and 
diverse ancestry have been stripped 
away here in the US. 

From New Orleans to New York, 
one finds it impossible to say that 
the US has no cultural vibrancy, 
but the point is that less and less 
often can diversity resist the ho- 
mogenizing melting pot. America's 
greedy individuality is epitomized 
by privileged, white, monocropped 
"culture." Though change is coming 
in a strong tide, EF! is still predomi- 
nantly white, privileged (gender, 
skin, class, the list goes on) and has 
a major listening problem. 


We don't think we need to listen 
to the very people who are fighting 
alongside 'us! Somehow our inter- 
est in learning from them wanes 
because they hold down a differ- 
ent hillock of the revolutionary 
landscape. Yet, we wish they would 
give us the time of day to drop their 
struggles and join ours. Ain't gonna 
happen, not like that. Social justice 
and Earth liberation must work to- 
gether to each mean something. 

Working class solidarity is a much 
stronger force in other parts of the 
world. The huge general strikes 
and pickfetline battles of turn-of- 
the-century US history are for the 
most part past memories (no dis- 
respect meant to those few work- 
ers who are subverting their bosses 
today). We have an enemy here in 
the states, and it is a most clever 
opponent: The enemy is us. It is in 
the self-policing of insecurity and 
jealousy. It is in the rule-following 
good Samaritan who will turn a 
fellow citizen in for jaywalking or 
shoplifting. It is in the worker who 
won't bend the rules or bargain 
with the customer who doesn't 
have quite enough money for her 
dinner. And it is in our friends and 
ourselves in our compromise in de- 
fense of the Earth. 

For the rest of this article, see EF!J 
May-June 2001. Back issues of the 
EF! Journal are available for $5 each. 
Order our near-complete, 28-year set 
for $500. 



Turn Your Death Into Diamonds 
While Capturing Carbon 

If you do not possess the emotional stamina 
to hold on to the feelings and memories of those 
who have passed on, just turn their corpses into 
diamonds, and hold on to those! A company 
called LifeGem can trap and harness the carbon 
from your deceased partner's, friend's or even 
pet's ashes to create a diamond— the color and 
size of your choice. If "bling" isn't your thing, 
LifeGem can also create a stone from hair or cre- 
mated remains. 

A testimonial from the LifeGem website reads, 
"Whilst John and 1 were driving Linda and her 
two sons (aged 11 and 14 years) back to their 
accommodation, I heard her younger boy say, 
'Mum, show me Dad again.' He then kissed the 
ring... tears all around — again!" 

Pavlov's Fish to End World Hunger 

"Give a man a fish, and he'll eat for a day. Dupe 
the fish into trapping themselves, and you'll end 
world hunger." That's how the saying will soon 
go, since the Marine Biological Laboratory at 
Woods Hole, Massachusetts, has received a 
$270,000 grant to research ways to train 
fish to catch themselves. The fish would 
be trained to swim into nets when they 
hear a tone signaling feeding time. Then, 
during the harvest season, as if out of a sci-fi 
movie, they'll swim into giant underwater cag- 
es called Aquadomes. Our trained-to-be-dumb, 
sci-fi fish of the future could end world hunger, 
as long as the sharks don't catch on. 

ill lift 

Ringtones Fighting for 
Mother Earth 

Everyone has a cell phone these days. 

Even activists are texting away about which 
McDonald's was burned down, what flavors of or- 
ganic, free-trade chocolate to bring the treesitters, 


and whether to wear all black or a green/black 
combo to the Anarchist Bookfair. Now, not only 
can you keep up with the most important news 
within the movement, but you can make a state- 
ment with your cell phone by downloading en- 
dangered species ringtones from the Center for 
Biological Diversity website. 

The center is trying to create a "buzz" around 
endangered species. Already, more than 24,000 
people have downloaded rare calls, such as "the 
underwater warbles of the beluga whale." Word 
on the street is that kidz at the EF! Journal are 
downloading the hypnotic call of the loon and 
the eerie howl of the coyote. 

Battle of the Gasses: 

Kangaroo vs. Cow 

Large-scale animal flatulence is a major con- 
tributor to greenhouse gasses. However, we don't 
have to stop industrial animal farming or experi- 
mentation in the name of progress. Scientists 
in Queensland, Australia, have discovered how 
to upgrade our livestock's stomachs to resemble 
the more efficient and productive stomachs 
of kangaroos. Scientists say that "rather 
than producing methane, kangaroos 



produce acetate, which aids digestion." Certain 
microbes in kangaroos' stomachs allow them 


to eat without flatulating those harmful green- 
house gasses. 

Other Australian scientists disagree, proposing 
we just toss out our pork chops and hamburgers, 
and start eating kangaroos, which are accused of 
running wild and in abundance all over Australia. 

Redwood Trees: Losing Credibility or 
Bad for the Environment? 

In an environmental battle to the death, 
would you put your money on a redwood tree 
or a solar panel? Environmentalists Richard 
Treanor and Carolynn Bissett of Santa Clara 
County, California, refused to cut down trees 
they planted in 1997, and put $25,000 toward 
court fees to battle a California law imposing 
a fine on landowners whose trees overshadow 
solar panels. Self-proclaimed environmental- 
ist Mark Vargas won his money fair and square 
when the court declared that solar panels are 
more "green" than trees. 

Research has shown that when polysilicon 
(the main ingredient in solar panels) breaks 
down, it leaves high concentrations of chlorine 
and hydrochloric acid in the soils of manufactur- 
ing countries such as China. Despite having no 
limbs, those solar panels pack a mean punch! 

Kinky Environmentalists 
Conserve Water 

Environmentalist designers are now combin- 
ing the freaky fetish of torture with trendy green 
living in the new Eco Drop shower. The shower 
is designed to slowly increase the amount of tor- 
ture you experience the more water you use in 
your shower. But with trends turning to fetish 
and kink, will this encourage us to use less water 
or more? This green product will torture the bot- 
toms of your feet and then move on to shocking 
you with electricity in a way you can feel good 
about in today's eco-conscious world. 
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by Gedden Cascadia 

Snip. A simple action that any guy can have 
done. Snip. One moment in time that will solidify 
a person's resolve to help the planet. Vasectomy. 
The most liberating moment of a man's life is 
when the vas deferens tubes are severed and the 
planet is spared the burden of one more resource- 
draining, Earth-trampling shit machine. 

Not to sound overly harsh, but let's face the 
facts: Overpopulation by the human species, our 
continuing exponential birth rate and our lack 
of a biocentric worldview are having far-reaching 
and overwhelmingly destructive impacts on many 
other animal and plant species. Every species on 
this planet has a finite amount of time to exist be- 
fore the inevitable fate of extinction creeps up on 
it. The thing that differs in the current state of af- 
fairs is that this latest round of global extinctions 
is not being caused by outside forces (meteors) or 
gradual changes in the planet's climate (ice ages), 
but rather by a single species: humans. This species 
is fully aware of what it is doing and has the capac- 
ity to stop the destruction if only it wanted to. 

As of 9 p.m. Pacific Standard Time, on March 
31, 2008, the estimated world population is 
6,658,448,807 and growing, according to the US 
Census Bureau. The human species is increasing 
in an exponential fashion. There is a story by 
Albert Bartlett that clearly illustrates the effect 
of exponential growth: "Imagine a hypotheti- 
cal strain of bacteria in which each bacterium 
divides into two every 60 seconds (the doubling 
time is one minute). Assume that one bacterium 
is put in a bottle at 1 1 a.m. The bottle (its world) 
is full at noon." At 11:59, the bottle was only 
half full, and at 11:58, the bottle was 75 percent 
empty. If the bacterium was capable of realizing 
that it was running out of room, at what point 
do you think it would have made that discov- 
ery? At 11:59, when half of the world was emp- 
ty? Possibly. At 11:58, when only one-quarter of 
the world was populated? Probably not. If the 
bacteria was able to escape its world and move 
into three new bottles, it would have bought it- 
self only two more minutes before its world was 
once more packed full. 

The human growth rate is 1.2 percent per 
year. This certainly doesn't seem like much of 
a number. It is significantly lower than the rate 
of the fictional bacteria. However, even at such 
a low rate, we are doubling the world's popula- 
tion in less than 50 years. This means that there 
are 84 million more people on this planet every 
year — 230,000 more every day. This is not the 
number of births. This is the actual amount of 
increase — almost 10,000 more people every 
hour. There were 2,819 deaths reported as a re- 
sult of the September 11, 2001 attacks on the 
World Trade Center in New York City. In fewer 
than 20 minutes, the world population had re- 
covered. The tsunami that hit Asia in December 
2004, killing 230,000 people, only impacted the 


world's population for a day before the num- 
bers were once again the same. Such events are 
little more than speed bumps on our race to 
overpopulate. When looking at the graph of 
population growth, the only event that had a 
marked impact on human population was the 
Black Death, and even that shows up as a barely 
perceivable dimple. 

As the population grows, not surprisingly, 
the amount of resources we must take from 
the Earth grows as well. Most arable land is 
now occupied. Humanity has to go farther and 
farther afield to find the resources it craves. It 
wasn't that long ago that the thought of 
drilling for oil in an arctic 
environment would have 
been dismissed as an ab- 
surdity. Yet here we are, 
engaged in heated debate 
about the preservation of 
the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge. The ever-increasing 
need for natural resources 
to support an out-of-con- 
trol population is driv- 
ing the development of 
more extreme measures 
to secure those once out- 
of-reach fragments left 
over from the first wave of 
extractions. 

How many people can the Earth support in a 
sustainable manner? No one knows. The estimates 
range from a few million to more than 40 billion 
people. One thing is certain: As we expand, we 
are actively destroying the Earth's biodiversity. 
This trend is not new. As the first people migrated 
across the landscape, they left a swath of extinc- 
tions behind them. As soon as humanity reached 
the North American continent some 10,000 years 
ago, we see in the fossil record evidence of the 
extinction of all megafauna on the continent. Is 
this nothing more than a coincidence? Not ac- 
cording to a growing number of anthropologists, 
who attribute the missing mammals to humans 
overhunting them. The entire history of human- 
ity is one of environmental destruction and the 
eradication of other species. This was true when 
the entire world's population of hominids was 
only a few million. What else can we expect from 
a population of several billion? 

If a population overshoots the carrying capacity 
of its environment, then the population will crash 
until it is realigned with the carrying capacity. 
However, if in the process of overshooting, envi- 
ronmental degradation takes place, the new car- 
rying capacity will be greatly reduced, if not gone 
altogether. In isolated communities, overshoot 
can manifest itself on a local level. In his book 
Collapse, Jared Diamond gives extensive exam- 
ples of societies that have suffered greatly and, in 
many cases, disappeared entirely because of their 
impacts on the surrounding environment. The 


Anasazi, of what is now considered the Southwest 
US, are one such example. Having wreaked havoc 
upon the land as they increased soil salinity with 
improper irrigation practices, they could no lon- 
ger support a growing population, and their soci- 
ety subsequently disappeared because of it. 

Humanity is now at the point where civili- 
zations are no longer isolated. We are a global 
species with one global society and, more and 
more, one global culture. Our destruction is no 
longer limited to one region or one continent. 
Everything we do has global ramifications, the 

likes of which have 
never been seen 
before. There is a 
very real chance 
that we have al- 
ready overshot the 
carrying capacity 
of the Earth. Only 
time will tell. There is 
little chance of us actually physically de- 
stroying the Earth, but we seem to be do- 
ing our best to destroy our ability (and the 
ability of countless other species) to live on it. 
The most important question may not be how 
we as a species can survive but rather if we as a 
species should survive. 

The most environmentally destructive act any 
one person can do is to have a child. However, 
the need for progeny is hardwired in most spe- 
cies on this planet, and it may seem unnatural to 
forsake this desire in the name of environmen- 
talism. The answer is simple. The answer is as 
abundant as there are children needing homes, 
families and someone to love them. The point 
of this essay is not to be anti-family, anti-parent 
or anti-child. Adoption is the logical course of 
action for anyone who wants to be a parent but 
does not want to contribute to the destruction of 
the Earth. There is nothing so special about any 
individual's DNA that makes it more important 
than the thousands of lives every additional hu- 
man will snuff out. When comparing the cost of 
adoption with the cost of breeding in the US, it 
can be much cheaper to adopt than give birth. 
There are many agencies that help with the fi- 
nancial aspect of adoption. People who are shal- 
low enough to insist on a little white baby are 
going to pay more, but if your motivations are 
nobler than some perceived aesthetic of your 
new child, the cost drops dramatically. 

The conclusion is simple. If an individual cares 
about the Earth or the animals— hell, even if that 
person cares about other people — they will not 
breed. Abstinence and same-sex partners are great, 
but the finality and commitment implied by a va- 
sectomy or tubal ligation make a true hero. 

Gedden Cascadia is doing his part to continue the 
grand tradition of misanthropy and is preparing to cel- 
ebrate his fifth year of proudly ejaculating sperm-free. 
For the complete text of Ms essay or to send letters of 
outrage, contact Gedden at cascade@bikerider.com. 
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GENTRIFICATION 


ANYTHING TO SURVIVE 


Part I — Vancouver: 


Condos growing up everywhere; 
weeds to make dandelions jealous, 
pushing the poor east in a never-ending 
cattle drive, pushing further into a corner 
of nowhere else to go 
and even the residential hotels 
dreaming of transformation into 
18-screen multiplex, glass walled 
testament to gluttony. 

And today on the radio: 

so many of these fast-food 

five-minute instant condos 

falling apart in the face 

of coastal inter rains, 

held together with tarps and string 

rotting from the inside 

and these co-conspirators 

of gentrification are looking for sympathy? 


Part II — Deeks Bluffs: 

Entering shady sanity of giant 

Doug firs, meters from highway 

then ascending steep 

rocky hillside — 

a well-drained slope 

dressed in arbutus and shore-pine 

and grayish lichens. 

Something's not right: 

Trees cut down, 

small holes in the Earth; 

too regular and uniform for any animal 

but humyn. 


There, see the death warrant:.., . 
pink engineering tape — a blasphemy 
to these low hills 

at the edge of the Coast Mountains. 

But that's not all — 

trees hacked open, daubed with yellow paint 
foreshadowing the roads to come. 

New roads opening up new developments — 

million dollar houses for yuppies, 

the trade-off for this forest 

of old Doug fir and cedar, of pine and arbutus. 

Too soon the marvelous song of Deeks Creek 

will be fenced in, imprisoned in the backyard 

of one of these invaders who believe 

the amount of dead tree flesh 

in their bank accounts 

gives them, the right to pave over 

the home of coyotes and eagles 

so they can be "closer to nature." 

It's called gentrification, 

whether in the cities or the forests — 

leaving those with nowhere else to go homeless 

so the rich can be anywhere 

their desires take them. 

— Mark Stoddart 


ARMED 


When the Spring floods receded 
some bullheads were left 
behind in a ditch 

They'd wriggle away in the liquid 

mud as we passed 

As the water continued to dry up 

they crowded together 

gasping at the same desperate air 

& keeping each other moist 

with their mutual slime 

Anything to survive 

Still they'd rather forget each other 

& be swimming free 

in a full body of water 

The Earth carries every form of life 

including our own 

in the bodies she lends us 

& calls the Earth in them 

back to herself when we die 

What makes our lives good 

makes our deaths good as well 

Sometimes we heedlessly forget each other 

No matter where you put something away 

it can get lost or stolen 

but if you put your whole life 

into the whole Earth 

there's nowhere left 

to be misplaced 

— Steve Toth 



WITH 


Clear as cut glass 
& just as dangerous 


CORNFIELDS OF DOOM 


UNTITLED 


Flying over the Great Plains 

Below me lie endless green circles and squares 

America's tortured heart 

Distance hides the ugly nature of these 

Cornfields of Doom 

But I know 

Once a rich prairie, now stripped of all life 
Home only to a vast army of com 
Drenched with poison, drinking lakes of water 
Forsaking the sun for nutrition from oceans of oil 
Filling rivers with precious, fertile soil 
The work of millennia washed away in months 
To warm seas, where it suffocates all living things 
Farmers are going bankrupt 
People are dying in oil wars 

The Earth is warming, perhaps beyond our survivability 

Vast lands are wasted while we struggle to find homes 

All for this com 

Which we cannot even eat 

It will feed our billions of livestock 

Fattening their flesh that will fatten our own 

Changed beyond recognition, it will build our processed 

Infiltrating far too deeply to be avoided 

Our home, our bodies have been overtaken 

By the Cornfields of Doom 


Only once have I visited this dreadful place 
In early Spring, its bleak flatness was unbearable 
I fled to the hills, to the sea, anywhere 
Too afraid to see the place that feeds me 
I see it in nightmares, taste it in my food 
• Now I'm going to another refuge, in the mountains 
Another place to pretend I can forget the truth 
A flight attendant offers me soda 
Made of the com from the fields below 
A chill runs down my spine 

— Sasha Paris 


Send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501 

Berkeley CA 94712-5501 


I think of my degree 
from the school that wants 
to cut down its oaks 

the school with the extinct 
California grizzly 
on its football helmets 

and I wonder 
if we really need 
another hall, 
more fluorescent rooms 

I think it is time 
they let people major 
in 

oaks 
— mlw 
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Bear Mountain 


On February 13, everyone at the Bear Mountain 
treesit in British Columbia, Canada, was arrested. 
Loggers immediately cut the mature Douglas firs 
that stood along the highway corridor (see EF!J 
March-April 2008). 

Thirteen days later, activists arrived to see a 
work crew cutting limbs from a mature Garry oak 
that was in the way of widening a highway. Two 
people were arrested while defending the tree, 
but the group managed to stop further cutting. 

As of press time, both the tree and the struggle 
to defend Bear Mountain are alive and resolute. 

For more information, visit treesit. 
blogspot.com. 

UCSC Treesit 

The University of Califomia-Santa Cruz 
(UCSC) is trying to intimidate activists work- 
ing to prevent it from building a new biomedi- 
cal sciences building (see EF!J January-Febmary 
2008). In December, UCSC filed lawsuits against 
nine people connected to the treesit. However, 
a judge struck two names from the lawsuits, 
saying only these two activists are protected by 
the First Amendment. The others are forbidden 
from being in trees or sending supplies to tree- 
sitters. A number of activists have been arrested 
in relation to the treesit in the last few months. 

Meanwhile, resistance to UCSC is widespread, 
with graffiti attacks, monkeywrenchings and 
proposed strikes by service workers. 

1-10 Bypass 

A possible bypass highway around Tucson 
and Phoenix no longer threatens the fragile 
San Pedro Valley in Arizona (see EF.'J March- 
April 2008). Government officials voted on 
March 21 to eliminate the two San Pedro Val- 
ley routes, though they will continue to study 
other routes. 

The March 21 meeting was packed with activ- 
ists. Many shouted threats and insults at the of- 
ficials, vowing continued resistance. 

Aotearoa Trials 

Nineteen activists w r ho were rounded up in 
raids across Aotearoa/New Zealand now face 
charges of unlawfully possessing firearms and 
molotov cocktails (see EF!J January-February 
2008). Eighteen defendants were arraigned 
on March 5, when many received improved 
bail conditions. Hearings to decide which 
charges will be brought to trial are slated for 
September 1. 

For more information, visit www. 
octoberl5thsolidarity.info. 

Weld Angel Victory 

Forestry Tasmania's lawsuit seeking financial 
compensation from Allana Beltran, an activist 
who posed as an angel atop a tripod to block 
logging in Australia's Weld Valley, was dis- 
missed on February 25. The image of the Weld 
Angel received international attention, includ- 
ing the inside cover of the Earth First! Journal 
(see EF!J March-April 2007). 

Rough Times for Sea Shepherd 

On March 7, Captain Paul Watson was shot 
in the chest by a Japanese whaler during a con- 
frontation in stormy seas near Antarctica. For- 
tunately, Watson was wearing a Kevlar vest. 
Without the vest and a metal badge to stop the 
bullet, the attack would likely have been fatal. 
Two other crew members were injured by flash 
grenades during the same skirmish. 

In the North Atlantic, another Sea Shepherd 
boat was rammed twice by the Canadian Coast 
Guard, while trying to stop the seal slaughter 
on March 30. Then, on April 4, a hoard of an- 
gry fishermen attacked the boat and its. crew 
on an island off of Newfoundland, forcing it 
to leave port and inflicting possible engine 
damage. Finally, the Canadian Coast Guard il- 
legally boarded the boat on April 1 1, roughing 
up at least one Sea Shepherd volunteer, before 
towing the boat to an undisclosed location. 


A Reportback From the People of Color Caucus 
at the 2008 Winter Rendezvous 


continued from page 1 1 
a swamp, miles away from the nearest urban 
body, it wasn't hard to imagine how attend- 
ing this conference could be far fetched for 
people of some demographics: The ability 
to get enough time off from work to go out 
into the woods for a 
crazy camping trip is 
a privilege many folks 
in cities can't afford. 

While zero caucus 
members advocated 
having fewer con- 
ferences in swamps, 
the idea for an urban 
environmental con- 
ference, focusing on 
urban environmen- 
tal issues, sparked 
plenty of excitement. 

Possible plans for a 
radical POC environ- 
mental/animal lib- 
eration gathering also 
surfaced. The call for strong anti-oppression 
and anti-racist workshops at every Rondy, 
including more caucuses of this type, was 
echoed around the tarp. 

It is also important to honestly evaluate the 
culture of EF! and identify ways that it perpetu- 
ates white privilege. This will help ensure that 
the transformations that need to happen in order 
for EF! to become an inclusive movement don't 
just end at the Summer or Winter gatherings. For 
example, the EF! focus on civil disobedience at 
actions creates a situation where POC, who are 
often targeted by the police, may not be able to 
j comfortably participate in act^bns. To help with 


this, we need to have more open conversations 
and analysis of our movement's culture. 

In closing, it’s necessary to emphasize that, 
while this report sets out to demand recogni- 
tion of the unpleasant realities of white domi- 
nation within our movement, it is not the 
intention of POC to 
stir up more feelings of 
white guilt within EF!: 
Guilt is never proactive. 
Instead, POC in EF! hope 
to further the conversa- 
tion around develop- 
ing a strong anti-racist 
framework within our 
movement and encour- 
age our white allies to 
act on these issues. 

It is also not our in- 
tention to establish the 
fight against white su- 
premacy above or be- 
fore fights against other 
forms of oppression: In 
fact, in short fragments throughout this article, 
the word "white" could have been substituted 
with words such as "male," "straight," "middle- 
class" or "able-bodied." We also encourage peo- 
ple within the radical environmental movement 
to realize that we cannot build a strong and 
powerful movement to oppose environmental 
destruction without incorporating a deep un- 
derstanding of the links between ecocide and 
all other forms of oppression. The habit of sepa- 
rating race, class and environmental struggles 
with contrived divisions is a privilege that we, 
as one movement in a shrinking world, can no 
longer afford. 


We encourage people within 
the radical environmental 
movement to realize that we 
cannot build a strong and 
powerful movement to oppose 
environmental destruction 
without incorporating a deep 
understanding of the links 
between ecocide and all other 
forms of oppression. 


Oppression in the Movement 


continued from page 20 

Avoidance and denial are common reactions 
from the "community" to the ineyitable con- 
flict that surfaces when oppressive behavior is 
identified. Work, deadlines and "the revolu- 
tion" are often used as excuses to avoid dealing 
with uncomfortable and controversial situa- 
tions. Avoidance allows oppressors to be suc- 
cessful in silencing and invalidating those they 
find threateningi 

Too often, our communities are passive. I 
could never understand how the same people 
willing to fight cops and brave violence for 
their beliefs suddenly lose 
their voice, spine and will 
when it comes to oppos- 
ing injustice within our 
own ranks. WTF?!? The 
oppressor takes advantage 
of confusion and apathy. 

It is easier to take the side 
of the oppressor. All the 
oppressor needs is for the 
bystanders to do nothing. 

Standing up to oppressive 
behavior demands action 
and engagement. 

In the words of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
"The ultimate measure of a man is not where 
he stands in moments of comfort and conve- 
nience, but where he stands at times of chal- 
lenge and controversy." Dante was less tolerant 
of cowardly bystanders when he wrote, "The 
hottest places in Hell are reserved for those 
who maintain their neutrality in times of moral 
crisis." One's silence can speak loud and clear. 

Understanding the pathology of the oppressor 
is less important than preventing oppression. 
We cannot tolerate -oppressive behaviors any 
more than we tolerate snitches. Both are detri- 
mental to a strong movement. Both undermine 
the capacity of activists and the movement to 
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withstand repression. Security culture, always a 
serious and genuine concern, is sometimes used 
as a convenient pretext to exclude from decision 
making those perceived as a threat to the most 
powerful in the group. However, there is no secu- 
rity in oppression. The lack of a supportive com- 
munity encourages snitching, and elitism does 
not prevent infiltration. Oppressive behaviors 
create ripe conditions for infiltration, nurturing 
mistrust, alienation and poor communication. 
How can we trust people who don't value or re- 
spect our contributions? 

A movement capable of withstanding repres- 
— — — — — sion is one that doesn't 
crumble inward when the 
heat is on. It would require 
genuine solidarity, affinity 
and community. An example 
is the popular movement in 
Oaxaca, Mexico, which has 
resisted state terror, torture 
and violent intimidation. 
How? They have something 
more important than fear: 

love. Their courage is rooted 

in their tightly knit com- 
munities. It isn't just a scene full of elitist, high- 
school-level cliquishness. Their courage enabled 
unarmed civilians to take control of their city and 
their lives for a golden moment. The state knows 
we lack that kind of solidarity here, and that is one 
reason it hands out absurdly long jail sentences to 
activists. It knows it can get away with it. 

We need a movement that creates the space 
and opportunity for us to realize our individual 
and collective revolutionary potentials. Not only 
must we allow the best in ourselves and others to 
unfold, but we must also encourage it. If we can 
treat each other with respect instead of contempt, 
we may actually discover what we are capable of. 

This is dedicated to my bro, Brad Will, who stuck 
up for me. 
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MORE LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 





continued from page 3 
It is much appreciated. When 
I received it, I read it cover to 
cover. I was very happy to read 
Jake Conroy's letter and the 
article on Daniel McGowan 
(see EF!J January-February 
2008). Jake is an old friend, 
and since I am unable to be 
in touch with him directly, it 
is nice to see his writings in 
the Journal, even if it is only a 
letter saying how crappy FCI 
Victorville is. 

As for Daniel McGowan, I 
never knew him until we were 
arrested and began to work to- 
gether on our cases. Since then 
Daniel and I have become 
good friends. I am flattered 
by Daniel's comments about 
me in his writings. He is too 
kind. For myself, I have the 
utmost respect for Daniel. His 
strength, integrity and honor 
never cease to amaze me. 
If the others in this "Green 
Scare" case had a fraction of 
Daniel's honor, I do not think 
I would be writing this letter 
from a medium-security fed- 
eral prison. 

For the Earth and the 
animals, 

— Jonathan Paul 

Dear SFB /EF!J, 

Your Eostar letters page 
depressed me', badly enough 
to write you (see EF!J March- 
April 2008). So much rancor 
and bitterness on display! 
Half the letters seemed de- 
voted to people of our little 
movement hurling venom at 
one another. Sadie, Felicia, 
Jim, Pearson... I know how 
difficult it is to put aside our 
differences for a common 
good. I know how easy it is 
to become angry at "wrong" 


so 


opinions and attitudes, espe- 
cially when they come from 
those we consider our fellow 
travelers. Is this productive 
or really furthering any goal? 
Accomplishing anything is 
fraught with danger and 
difficulty these days. Surely 
we — everyone dedicated 
to a world free of coercion 
and oppression — can find a 
way to coexist without 
insulting one another. 
Forgiveness is hard but 
simple. Just say, "Hey, 

I disagree with you, 
but I'm still glad you're 
here to help." There are 
damned few of us! 

Life in prison sucks, but the 
pain of it is eased when I read 
about the movement, feeling 
part of a community and be- 
ing encouraged by the occa- 
ssional victory EF!ers achieve. 
For the sake of effectiveness 
and harmony, please try to 
promote acceptance, not di- 
visiveness. Keep up the good 
work, and good luck. 

— Thomas Marc Hoy 

Dear SFB, 

In the beginning of my 
prison trip for arson of a de- 
velopment, I was pretty re- 
sentful with EF!. Putting my 
ass on the line for the Earth 
that I love and then not be- 
ing supported was kind of 
a blow. After three years in 
maximum security and lots 
of semi-riots, I've learned 
that I may have been self- 
ish to want to be a star or a 
friend. But, I've stayed com- 
mitted to my beliefs, and I 
continue to write ecopris- 
oners. But if it was not for 
John Zerzan, I would have 
hanged myself a few times. 


There are some nobodies 
who are very, very real about 
destroying civilization and 
infrastructure. I don't feel 
holding a sign is gonna 
make a difference, but some 
people can't do prison time. 
In here, there are bad people, 
and sometimes you gotta get 
bad with them — meaning 
against them. 


KEEP YOUR LETTERS TO 
300 WORDS OR LESS! 


In three years, I've never 
kicked into a gang, nor have 
I taken shit from cops with- 
out retaliation. I spent nine 
months in the hole for terror- 
ist threats on police, as well 
as chasing one behind a desk. 
I'm not a Greenpeace hippie, 
by any means. But the Earth 
is in a place where we need 
more radical actions. I do 
believe there is a difference 
between your readers and 
those of Green Anarchy. But, 
together, I hope we can put 
a dent in civilization, and let 
the Earth, and animals remain 
free, even though a few of us 
are not. Thanks for all of you 
who care, and the ones that 
don't.... 

Waste 

P.S. Hang tough, Free. You're 
almost home. And best to all 
Earth Liberation Front/Ani- 
mal Liberation Front prison- 
ers and supporters. Our bows 
are of fire, our arrows are of 
flames. 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Hey, all. Wishing you the 
very best. I've been a long- 
time reader of the EF!f — 


picking up issues where I 
could at shows, book fairs, 
demos, etc. But it wasn't un- 
til recently that I got my first 
actual subscription, and that 
was only afforded to me be- 
cause of a recent friend that 
I acquired through corre- 
spondence. I too am incarcer- 
ated and can definitely attest 
to how shitty prison is and 
how hard it is to sur- 
vive off of 25 cents an 
hour. So thank be-jesus 
for the donation to in- 
mate subscriptions and 
my boy Josef, you're 
awesome! 

I'm a longtime activist and 
have done my share for all 
until I allowed my life to slip 
away during some not-so- 
good times, and as a result, 
I'm sitting in prison. It's been 
almost five years though. 
Thankfully, I'll be released in 
September of this year. 

Aside from writing to 
ramble, I wanted to write 
and say thank you, and em- 
phasize how truly important 
prisoner support is. Though 
I'm not technically a "politi- 
cal prisoner," I've definitely 
received plenty of support, 
and words cannot do justice 
to the amount of gratitude 
I feel for that support. This 
is not about me, because 
I'm in for being a dummy, 
but more for our comrades 
who are. sitting behind bars 
for fighting for the ultimate 
cause: compassion. If you 
cannot afford to send things, 
then write a letter(s). If you 
are close, pay a visit. Times are 
hard enough in these places, 
and our brothers and sisters 
incarcerated are so because 
they gave their all. So, the 


least we can do is give them 
our all. 

Recently, an activist named 
Mike Edge passed away (see 
EF!J March- April 2008). 
Though I do not know this 
person, I do know that his 
mother’s address was provided 
for letters of support, and it's 
important that we write her 
during what's probably been 
the greatest struggle and ob- 
stacle in her life and give her 
our support. 

For the prisoners, I'd like to 
say that my greatest obstacle 
throughout my incarceration 
has been the aggravation and 
powerlessness I feel watching 
all of these crimes against hu- 
manity and our environment. 
But we cannot allow those feel- 
ings (because I’m sure I'm not 
alone!) to overpower us and 
render us completely helpless. 
Though there's only so much 
we can do from in here, it's im- 
portant that we try in any way 
available to us to reach out 
and do our part. We are only 
in temporary situations that 
are part of a permanent situa- 
tion. So, it's important that we 
strive to continue, even while 
incarcerated. Write, write, 
write!!! Read and pay atten- 
tion to everything that's hap- 
pening and who’s responsible 
for it, because the majority of 
us will not be in these places 
forever! Thanks for listening 
and thanks to all involved 
in the never-ending struggle 
for justice. 

For my boy Andy of the 
SHAC 7, I love you. Keep 
your head up. Though it's 
been forever and a day, we'll 
meet again. 

Until every cage is free.... 

— Zak 
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of the Enemy 


may 

soon 


by Jeffrey "Free" Luers ce pt the state's offer, restitution and all. 

What a long and strange journey this past Come February 28, however, I was surprised be- 
year has been. I have been riding highs and yond my wildest imagination. Not only had Has- 
lows, as I have struggled to regain my freedom sleman agreed to dismiss the restitution, but he 
and find a balance between my desires for this had decided to grant a sentence modification in 
movement and my own 
personal happiness. 

of our enemy and let them 
know that, while we may 

be afraid, we are not cowards; while we may be my favor. The sentence would now be 90 months 
hurting, we are not broken; and most impor- followed by 30 months run oujt of order so that 
tantly, while we may be small, we are not weak. I may qualify for programs and possibly be re- 
We are still defiant. We can still be dangerous. leased next year! 

As many of you are aware, I was resentenced on During the course of sentencing, Hassleman 
February 28, after years of fighting for a reduced spent some time describing my progression as a 
sentence. In the months preceding my resen- person and even as an activist during my incar- 
tencing, I was faced with numerous obstacles and ceration. He talked about my subtle shift from 
forced to make difficult decisions. Upon my ar- a fiery radical to one who acknowledged the 
rival at Lane County Jail, I learned that not only failures of some aspects of radical struggle — my 
had Judge Lyle Velure come out of retirement to words not his — by embracing more mainstream 
resentence me, but the state was threatening to methods of change, all of which is true, 
seek a 20-year sentence again. Judge Velure be- Hassleman then went on to describe how 
gan suffering severe prostate problems and had I continue to view my actions as a necessary 
to retire again. Upon receiving a new judge, my evil, similar to acts such as the Boston Tea Par- 
luck began to change, and for the first time, 1 ty. Surprisingly, he seemed in agreement with 
thought I just might have a chance. this analogy and even admitted that good ar- 

Now, I must say that my original opinion of guments have been made about the legitima- 
Erik Hassleman, the prosecutor assigned to my cy of sabotage and arson to protest ecological 
case, was that he was an evil prick; As I'm sure destruction. However, he went on to say that 
he will read this, I want to say that in the end these acts are still crimes and heed to be pun- 
he impressed me. I respect him as a person and ished accordingly. 

an opponent. After Hassleman was done, I was given an op- 

As negotiations progressed, it quickly became portunity to read my statement. This time, it 
apparent that the state had a bottom line: I was was unedited except for some suggestions from 
not going to receive a sentence of less than 10 my friend and attorney (in that order), Lauren 
years. As part of that agreement, the state wanted Regan. Upon finishing my statement, I looked 
a written apology from me for my crimes. I wrote up to see a somewhat stunned Judge Billings, 
a statement acknowledging I was wrong to be- Admittedly, my first thought was, "Well, I pissed 
lieve that arson could achieve the change I de- off another one." But then, the most surprising 
sired, though I added I was not ashamed of, nor and vindicating thing happened, 
did I regret, my actions. Judge Billings told me that, in his 35 years as an 

My attorneys promptly edited and reworded attorney and judge, my statement was the most 
my statement until it resembled a watered- sincere and passionate he'd ever heard. He told 
down version of polite discourse. While many me he was impressed with me. He then went on 
of the things I wanted to say were still there, the to say that while some people might disagree (he 
heart of my statement— that I was wrong but es- pointedly looked at Hassleman), in many ways, 
sentially not sorry — was missing. With some dis- when I get out I will be considered an "elder 
gust, I swallowed my pride and signed the damn statesman" or a "veteran returning from an ugly 
thing. I will admit it was one of the harder things campaign." 

I've done, because it made me feel defeated. He agreed that we desperately need change and 

After all the negotiations were said and done, said that I may be one of the people who has the 
the state came back with a final offer of a 30- ability to create that change. However, he added 
month sentence followed by a 90-month man- that I need to do so in a way that would keep 
datory minimum — essentially a guaranteed others and myself out of prison. He finished by 
sentence of 9.5 years. After I reluctantly agreed wishing me the best of luck, 
to this as the best I could get, Hassleman then By far, the most astonishing aspect of the day 
maneuvered a restitution of $14,000 on top of was the atmosphere of the hearing. Last time I 
the $56,000 judgment that I just learned Ro- was sentenced, I was condemned as an evil ter- 
mania Chevrolet, the target of my action, has rorist who needed to be locked away. The differ- 
against me. - ence this time was quite frankly shocking. I was 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

Support Them! 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and 
prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary ac- 
cording to individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books or 
packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the authorities read 
everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial or sentencing, 
it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although some pris- 
oners are listed together, they must be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain 
a discounted subscription to the EF! Journal by sending a book of 10 41c stamps 
to POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Individuals who want to sponsor a prisoner's 
subscription should send $20 to the same address. 


Prisoner and Legal Updates 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI 
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, 
PA 15370, USA. A federal appeals 
court rejected motions for a new trial 
on March 27, and mled that Abu-Ja- 
mal must be resentenced to either life 
in prison or death within 180 days. 
Abu-Jamal, a politically active jour- 
nalist, was framed for the murder of 
a cop in 1981. For more information, 
visit www.freemumia.org. 

•Tre Arrow, SWIS #640393, Mult- 
nomah County Detention Center, 
1120 SW 3rd Ave, Portland, OR 
97204, USA. After fighting extradi- 
tion from Canada for four years, Ar- 
row was sent to the US on February 
29. Arrow's trial for alleged involve- 
ment in the arsons of logging trucks 
and vehicles owned by a sand and 
gravel company is scheduled to be- 
gin on May 6. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.trearrow.org. 

•Vaggelis Botzatzis, Dikastikes 
Fylakes Komotinis, TK 69100, 
Greece. Awaiting trial for the alleged 
arson of a bank, a car dealership and 
two cars owned by an energy com- 
pany. For more information, visit 
greekelp.blogspot.com. 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck© Clan, 
#07909-051, USP Coleman I, POB 
1033, Coleman, FL 33521, North 
America. Serving 80 years for aggra- 
vated assault of federal agents, escape 
and bank robbery. "Oso Blanco" tun- 
neled money that he stole from banks 
to the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army in Mexico. He has been moved 
to the above address. 

•Rod Coronado was sentenced to 
a year and a day for distribution of 
information related to the assembly 
of explosives and weapons of mass 
destruction. He is scheduled to self- 
surrender on May 12. With possible 
credits for good behavior, Coronado 
may be eligible for release in March 
2009. For more information, visit 
www.supportrod.org. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, 
Columbia River Correctional Insti- 
tution, 9111 NE Sunderland Ave, 
Portland, OR 97211, USA. In Feb- 
ruary, Luers was resentenced to 10 
years for, an arson at a car dealer- 
ship and the attempted arson of an 
oil truck. He may now be released 
as early as December 2009. He has 
been moved to the above address. 
For more information, see page 26 
or visit www.freefreenowmrg. 

•Eric McDavid, X-2972521 7E128, 
Sacramento County Main Jail, 651 
"I" St, Sacramento, CA 95814, USA. 
Awaiting sentencing on May 1, for 
conspiracy to destroy the US Forest 
Service's Institute of Forest Genet- 
ics, a cell-phone tower and power 
plants. He has been moved to the 
above address. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supporteric.org. 

•Michael Sykes, 100 E 2nd St, 
Monroe, MI 48161, USA. Awaiting 


trial for the alleged arson of two 
newly constructed condominiums, 
and possibly burning a supermarket, 
damaging an 80-foot utility pole, 
defacing a US flag with an anarchy 
symbol, burning the flag and at- 
tempting to siphon gas from an un- 
dercover cop who was tailing him. 

•James Tucker, #218447, Clay 
County Jail, 915 9th Ave N, Moor- 
head, MN 56561. Serving 3.6 years 
for the ELF arson of a construction 
site. He has asked to be included in 
lists of political prisoners. 

•Briana Waters, #36432-086, 
FDC SeaTac, POB 13900, Seattle, 
WA 98198, USA. Waters was found 
guilty on March 6, of participat- 
ing in an Earth Liberation Front 
(ELF) arson at the University of 
Washington's Center for Urban 
Horticulture. Her sentencing is 
scheduled for May 30. For more 
information, see page 5 or visit 
www.supportbriana.org. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester, 
S022 5DF, UK. Awaiting trial for 
alleged conspiracy to blackmail 
people linked to Huntingdon Life 
Sciences (HLS). 

•Natasha Avery, NR8987, and 
Heather Nicholson, VM4859, HMP 
Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ash- 
ford, Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK. 
Awaiting trial for alleged conspiracy 
to blackmail people linked to HLS. 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP 
Woodhill, Tattenhoe St, Milton 
Keynes, Buckinghamshire, MK4 
4DA, UK. Awaiting trial for conspir- 
acy to blackmail and possession of 
explosives in connection with the 
campaign against Oxford Universi- 
ty's primate lab. 

•Sacramento Delfino Cano 
Hernandez and Oscar Santa Maria 
Caro, CERESO, Miahuatlan de Por- 
firio Diaz, Hall B, Cell 5, Oaxaca, 
Mexico. Awaiting trial on unknown 
charges stemming from the popular 
resistance in Oaxaca. Santa Maria 
is a known member of Resistance 
Against Animal Torture. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, John 
Smith, TB4887, and Kerry Whit- 
burn, TB4886, HMP Lowdham 
Grange, Lowdham, Nottingham, 
NG14 7DA, UK. Serving 12 years for 
conspiracy to blackmail a supplier 
of guinea pigs for vivisection. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI 
Victorville Medium I, POB 5300, 
Adelanto, CA 92301, USA. Serving 
four years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with 
Stop Huntingdon Animal Cruelty 
(SHAC). For more information, 
visit www.supportjake.org. 

•Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP 
Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, Newport, 


Isle of Wight, PO30 5NX, UK. Serv- 
ing an "indefinite sentence" of at 
least six years — with no fixed re- 
lease date or upper limit — for arson 
against targets linked to the vivisec- 
tion industry. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI 
Danbury, Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, 
USA. Serving 4.5 years for conspiracy 
charges stemming from her work 
with SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.supportlauren.com. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP 
Downview, Sutton Ln, Sutton, Sur- 
rey, SM2 5PD, UK. Serving 5.5 years 
for conspiracy to damage vehicles 
owned by people linked to HLS. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI 
Sheridan, POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 
97378, USA. Serving three years for 
conspiracy charges stemming from 
his work with SHAC. For more infor- 
mation, visit wWw.joshharper.org. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, 
Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN 55072, USA. Serv- 
ing six years for conspiracy charg- 
es stemming from his work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit 
www.supportkevin.com. 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, 
FCI Butner Medium II, POB 1500, 
Butner, NC 27509, USA. Serving 
three years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit 
www.andystepanian.com. 

Ecodefense 

•Grant Barnes, #137563, San Car- 
los Correctional Facility, POB 3, 
Pueblo, CO 81002, USA. Serving 12 
years for the ELF arson of SUVs. 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359-086, 
FCI Lompoc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lompoc, 
CA 93436, USA. Serving nearly eight 
years for ELF arsons at an SUV dealer- 
ship and a hybrid poplar farm. 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 
3143, CH-8105 Regensdorf, Swit- 
zerland. Serving 18 years for using 
explosives to target nuclear facil- 
ity power lines and for the alleged 
murder of a Swiss border guard. 
Camenisch reads French, German, 
Spanish and Italian fluently, as well 
as some English. 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, 
Unit I, FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, 
Sandstone, MN 55072, USA. Serv- 
ing seven years for ELF arsons at 
a lumber company and a hybrid 
poplar farm. For more information, 
visit www.supportdaniel.org. 

•Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, FCI 
Phoenix, 37910 N 45th Ave, Phoe- 
nix, AZ 85086, USA. Serving 4.25 
years for the Animal Liberation 
Front/ELF arson of a horse slaugh- 
terhouse and meat-packing plant. 
For more information, visit www. 
supportjonathan.org. 

•Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360- 
086, FCI Dublin, Camp Parks, Unit 
E, 5701 8th St, Dublin, CA 94568, 
USA. Serving nearly eight years for 
ELF arsons at an SUV dealership 
and a hybrid poplar farm. 

II Silvestre 

D Silvestre is an Italian ecb-anarchist 
group whose members have been framed 
for a variety of direct actions. In May 
2007, Alessio Perondi and William 
Frediani were found guilty of terrorist 
conspiracy and participating in direct 


action. They are under house arrest 
pending their appeal. Ragusa and five 
others who are free on bail are await- 
ing trial for allegedly using explosives to 
damage power lines. 

•Costantino Ragusa, Casa Cir- 
condariale, Via Prati Nuovi 7, 27058 
Voghera (PV), Italy. Serving more 
than two years for an arson at a 
corporate office and organizing an 
anti-genetic-engineering protest. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, 
USP Lewisburg, POB 1000, Lewis- 
burg, PA 17837, USA. Peltier, an 
American Indian Movement activ- 
ist, is serving life in prison after be- 
ing framed for the deaths of two FBI 
agents killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. For more information, 
visit www.freepeltier.org. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco- 
revolutionary group, were framed for 
the murder of a cop and sentenced to 
30 years to 100 years each. All eight 
surviving prisoners are being inter- 
viewed for parole in April. If granted, 
they would be free in August. For more 
information, visit www.onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Ja- 
net Holloway Africa, #006308, and 
Janine Phillips Africa, #006309, 
SCI Cambridge Springs, 451 Ful- 
lerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 
16403, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, 
and Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, 
SCI Graterford, POB 244, Grater- 
ford, PA 19426, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, 
#AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea 
Rd, Frackville, PA 17931, USA. 

•William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, 
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, 
SCI Dallas, Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dal- 
las, PA 18612, USA. 

Other Political Prisoners 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 
1C, WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E 
Hwy 54, Vandalia, MO 63382-0300, 
USA. Before receiving a life sentence 
in the early 1990s for shooting a 
stalker in self-defense, Thompson 
was active in animal rights and en- 
vironmental campaigns. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, 
FMC Carswell, Admin Max Unit, 
POB 27137, Ft. Worth, TX 76127, 
USA. Serving nearly nine years for 
violating her parole by dumping a 
cup of red paint over the security 
apparatus of a federal court and 
making warnings ("threats") of 
weapons of mass destruction. In 
2004, Woodson completed 20 years 
for disarming a Minuteman II mis- 
sile silo with a jackhammer, mailing 
warning letters with bullets inside 
to officials, and robbing a bank and 
burning the money. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Sup- 
port Network, elp4321@hotmail. 
com; www.spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•National Jericho Movement, POB 
1272, New York, NY 10013, USA; 
www.thejerichomovement.com. 

•North American Earth Libera- 
tion Prisoners Support Network, 
naelpsn@mutualaid.org; www. 
ecoprisoners.org. 
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by Stu Sugarman 

Dear EF! Lawyer, 

How can I get my FBI file? 

— Subject of Investigation 

Dear SOI, 

You can get your FBI file by filing 
a Freedom of Information Act (FOLA, 
pronounced FOY-uh) request with 
the FBI. FOIA applies to any federal 
agency of the executive branch, in- 
cluding the FBI, but not to any state 
or local agency, or to any federal leg- 
islative or judicial entity. To request 
information from a state or local 
agency, please consult your state's 
public records law or use the letter 
generator described below. Nearly all 
of the information here about FOIA 
and the FBI applies to any federal ex- 
ecutive branch agency. 

Designated FBI FOIA officers are 
responsible for handling informa- 
tion requests. If you want to make 
an informal request for your file, 
call the FBI's central FOIA office 
at (202) 324-5520, your local FBI's 
FOIA officer or the FBI office where 
you think an investigation of you 
was based. Always be respectful, but 
state your intention to make a for- 
mal FOIA request — it will give them 


an incentive to deal with you infor- 
mally. During these calls, you can 
also save time by finding out where 
the records you seek are located, so 
you will know where to direct a for- 
mal, written request. 

If the informal approach does 
not succeed, exercise your rights 
under FOIA to make a formal re- 
quest in writing. In most cases, you 
should be able to prepare a simple 
request letter by yourself. The FBI 
searches its field offices (offices in 
different cities) for records only 
when requests are made directly to 
those offices; a request to the FBI in 
Washington, DC, will lead only to a 
search of its central files. 

Make sure in advance that the par- 
ticular office you are sending your 
request to will accept a request in 
whatever form you prefer (hand de- 
livery, mail, fax, email or through its 
website). If you mail your request, 
mark the outside of the envelope 

• announ 


"FOIA Request." Send the request by 
registered mail with a return receipt 
requested. A photocopy of your let- 
ter and your receipt will help you 
later if you need to appeal. 

The request letter should contain 
your full name, your address, your 
daytime phone number, that you 
are looking for "any documents 
mentioning me" and that you re- 
quest the documents under FOIA's 
authority. You may also explain 
why you should have an expedited 
response or why you shouldn't pay 
for the response cost. You should 
find out in advance whether you 
meet FOIA's criteria for expedited 
responses or fee waivers. If you need 
help, call the FOIA Service Center at 
(800) 336-4243. 

Before making your FOIA request, 
you may want to obtain — over the 
phone, if possible — an estimate of 
what the search and duplication fees 
might be. You may also want to state 
in your request letter your willing- 
ness to pay fees up to a certain limit, 
and that you'd like to be contacted 
by telephone or letter if the fees are 
likely to exceed that amount. In this 
way, you can indicate how much 
you are willing to pay. 

If the FBI writes you to confirm re- 
ceipt of your request or to seek more 
time to respond, that letter does not 
legally count as a "response." If you 
get a response letter from the FBI 
refusing to disclose all or part of 



the requested information — or no 
"response" at all — within 20 work- 
ing days of filing a written FOIA re- 
quest, you may formally appeal to 
the FBI's Freedom of Information 
Appeals Officer. You may take your 
appeal directly to federal court only 
if the FBI does not respond within 
this required time period. 

You can also file a lawsuit in a fed- 
eral court convenient to you if your 
administrative appeal is denied. If you 
win in court, a judge can order the FBI 
to release the records and may award 
you attorney's fees and court costs. 

If you want additional help when 
writing a FOIA request to any federal 
agency, including the FBI, or even to 
any state or local agency, visit www. 
rcfp.org/foi_letter/generate.php. At 
this site, there is a FOIA (and local 
public records law) letter generator 
that asks you simple questions and 
then creates a letter for you to make 
sure your letter is as effective as pos- 
sible. You can also find the FBI's 
FOIA letter generator at www.foia. 
fbi.gov. It's quick, easy and fun for 
the entire family! 

Do you have a legal question? Con- 
tact Stu Sugarman, quixote516@yahoo. 
com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" 
in the subject line. 


ments • 


WPortheast Regional Rendezvous 
111 May 23-27 • Moosehead Lake, Great 

JLv North Woods, Maine 

In northern Maine, the world's largest land- 
owner is trying to suck up the largest wilderness 
east of the Mississippi, and spit it out as condos 
and golf courses. In other words, let's get our shit 
together, build our skills and grow our resistance 
to this plan. 

Arrive Friday night and set up camp in time for 
an open-mic-less night. There will be a Night to 
Howl on Saturday evening. Bring musical instru- 
ments and your favorite circus tricks. 

We'll spend three days in hands-on direct ac- 
tion trainings, including: beginning through ad- 
vanced climbing, blockades, how to use media 
schmucks, facilitation, staying safe in the streets 
and the woods, info about Plum Creek's plans 
for the North Woods, Earth First! philosophy, 
the role of forest defense in the climate change 
movement, legal training and how to be sneaky 
in the woods. Plan to stick around 'til Tuesday to 
apply your new skills. 

Come prepared to camp out; it could be chilly 
and wet. May is black-fly season. Light-colored 
clothing (allegedly) helps. Bring something to 
contribute to a common kitchen. 

Kids are totally welcome. Please get in touch ahead 
of time if you would like help with child care. This 
camp is an anti-racist, feminist, queer and trans- 
positive space. So leave your bullshit prejudices and 
egos at home — and your dogs, too. We mean it. 

The suggested donation is $20, but no one will 
be turned away for lack of funds. 

For directions and more information, contact 
maineef@yahoo.com; www.maine.indymedia.org. 


»’ Direct Action Camp 
June 1-6 • Montana 

We live in a time that requires citizens 
to take action against global warming. While 
our national politicians and leaders propose 



compromise and weak measures, the situation 
gets worse. It's time for US citizens to take lead- 
ership and direct action to make our politicians 
accountable to us. To this end, we announce a 
Citizens' Direct Action Training Camp to oppose 
and confront the massive development of Rocky 
Mountain Corridor from Fort MacMurry, Alber- 
ta, all the way to New Mexico. 

This camp is being hosted and organized by 
JR Roof (former director of Greenpeace's Ships 
and Direct Action Division, and co-founder of 
the Ruckus Society), Mike Roselle (a founder of 
Earth First!), the Rainforest Action Network and 
the Ruckus Society. 

For more information about the camp, contact 
JR Roof, jr@globalwarmingsolution.org; www. 
globalwarmingsolution.org. 

G reat Lakes Anarchist Gathering 
i June 6-8 • Toledo, Ohio 

This is going to be an important event, 
due to its geographical and chronological proxim- 
ity to the Republican National Convention (RNC) 
in September. The three-month window between 
the Great Lakes- Anarchist Gathering (GLAG) and 
the RNC will allow those in attendance to take 
advantage of skills learned and to share any plans 
made with those unable to attend. 

For more information, to help or to share 
ideas, contact GLAG, typea@riseup.net; 
October Fifteenth Anarchist Collective, 
October 1 5ac@hotmail.com. 


N atioul Conference for Media Reform 
June 6-8 • Minneapolis, Minnesota 

Join activists, educators, journalists, pol- 
icymakers and concerned citizens in calling for real 
and lasting changes to our nation's media systems. 
Guests include Amy Goodman, Dan Rather, Bill 
Moyers, Van Jones, Naomi Klein and many others. 

For more information, contact Free Press, (202) 
265-1490; www.freepress.net. 


2 008 G8 Protests 

June 2 6 -July 9 • Japan 

This year's Group of Eight (G8) meet- 
ings will be held in Japan. 

The protests begin in late June, with demonstra- 
tions against the foreign ministers' meeting on June 
26-27. On June 28, there will be an anti-G8 rally 
and march in Tokyo. Then, from July 1-4, there 
will be four themed days of action in Sapporo: July 
1 will be anti-military base/anti-war; July 2, anti- 
World Trade Organization/anti-privatization; July 
3, anti-neoliberalism; and July 4, farmers' day and 
the day for native people and minorities. 

July 5 will be a day of international action, and 
July 6 will be an airport protest. July 7-8 will con- 
sist of blocking the G8 meetings in Lake Toya 
and holding an alternative summit in Sapporo. 
Finally, on July 9, we will all come together to 
block the G8 meetings. 

Facilities will be available in Tokyo, Osaka, 
Sapporo and Lake Toya, and will include conver- 
gence centers, inexpensive rooms, camping, in- 
dependent media centers and a limited number 
of private homes. 

For more information, contact no-g8@sanpal. 
co.jp; linux7.sanpal.co.jp/no-g8. 

C Methlac. Convergence 

July 16-20 • Near Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

Foster a culture of resistance! Come 
together for several days of self-organized work- 
shops, presentations, performances and more. 
Everyone can be a presenter, so bring your own 
ideas, not to mention camping gear and what- 
ever resources you can share. 

This year's focus will be on coordinating for 
the demonstrations at the Democratic and Re- 
publican National Conventions, as well as lon- 
ger-range anarchist endeavors. Internationals 
will share experiences from overseas. Participa- 
tion is free, of course, along with literature, food, 
child care and camping space. The convergence 
will be a sober, consent-based space. 

For more info, visit www.crimethinc.com. 
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You Have the Right 

to Remain Controlled 


3Y Joanna 

Policing Dissent: Social Control 
and the Anti-Globalization Move- 
ment by Luis A. Fernandez, Rutgers 
University Press, 2008. 

Luis Fernandez's new book, Po- 
licing Dissent: Social Control and the 
Anti-Globalization Movement, was 
an informative, scary read. The 
oook maps out the changing and 
increasingly powerful nature of 
control during protests, using the 
anti-globalization movement as a 
case study. As the book unfolded, 
[. remembered in detail all of the 
police interactions I've ever had. 
It was both satisfying to see my 
experiences articulated so well in 
Fernandez's analysis and depress- 
ing to consider how the few rights 
we have left are so vulnerable. 

Policing Dissen t had a narrow focus : 
looking at how police interact with 
protesters in a mass demonstration. 
I enjoyed this, since I haven't read 
too much that is so well researched 
about street-level repression. The au- 
thor interviewed activists and police, 
another method that gave the book 
depth. Of course, we're all curious to 
read what the police are plotting and 
how they are framing our struggle 
(as well as what they refuse to com- 
ment on). However, it made me a 
little nervous to think that Fernan- 
dez might be sending the more co- 
operative police officers contributor 
copies of his book, since his tone 


isn't one of flat- 
out police hatred. 

Even though you 
don't need to hate 
something to over- 
throw it, I think he 
could have been 
much harder on 
th$ police. 

Fernandez is 
very clear about 
his role and ap- 
proach as an aca- 
demic researcher. 

Explaining every 
choice he made 
in the making of 
this book seemed 
a little forced and out of place. I 
couldn't tell if this book was meant 
for other academics, activists or 
the "uninformed masses." Perhaps, 
it is meant for all three, since Fer- 
nandez offers a nice mix of factual 
information, political theory, per- 
sonal experience and interviews. It 
bothered me that he never offered 
a more radical vision drawn from 
his findings, such as a world with 
no police, systemic social control or 
legalized physical violence. 

His main "thesis" — as it reads 
like a dissertation — is this: The 
adoption of the USA PATRIOT Act 
a month after September 11, 2001, 
has served to legalize police con- 
trol of dissenters, thus transform- 
ing the police into a much larger 
beast than ever before. Informal 


citizens are now 
treated like terrorists. 
The USA PATRIOT 
Act has made "do- 
mestic terrorism" a 
ubiquitous term. The 
act defines it loosely, 
saying that domestic 
terrorism could ap- 
ply to "any domestic 
group involved in 
an act in which vio- 
lence erupts," thus 
allowing the state to 
monitor and attempt 
to control any group. 
Government funding 
is now legally used 
for things like infiltration, surveil- 
lance, building huge fences, con- 
ducting massive pre-emptive arrests 
right before a protest and normal- 
izing (and thus legitimating) long, 
violent training programs on how 
police can transform a protest into 
a militarized war zone. 

Fernandez details each tactic 
that the police employed at anti- 
globalization protests and discusses 
how that affects individual activists, 
further organizing and movement 
building on a mass scale. The book 
is a good way to learn about what 
you're getting into if you are new to 
protesting and can help you consider 
some scenarios that might occur dur- 
ing your action. Fernandez discusses 
how police have used intimidation 
and fear tactics to control protesters. 


He witnessed police detaining many 
people at various planning meet- 
ings in order to gain information, 
pre-emptively arresting hundreds of 
activists right before a protest and 
running through a protest to arrest 
key people. 

Fernandez also discusses psy- 
chological control and how we, as 
citizens, self-regulate our behav- 
ior because we already "know the 
rules." Framing "the law" as "good" ■ 
and huge crowds of people as "ter- 
rorists" has created serious con- 
sequences on successful activist 
organizing and our ability to think 
radically and practice free speech. 
For example, needing a permit to 
protest serves to clue police in on 
how many people will be at the pro- 
test and what to expect. It also gives 
police the power to designate where 
a protest takes place, exemplifying a 
more subtle form of control. 

If you become too depressed as 
you read this book, the very last 
paragraph may uplift you. Fernan- 
dez reminds us that, in focusing on 
control, the book skews our view of 
the overall political landscape. There 
are many more factors out there than 
just control and repression. Victory, 
liberation and justice should also be 
considered while reading this book. 
We must feel just as inspired to fight 
for freedom as we are informed 
about what we're up against. 

• Joanna has been involved in radical 
organizing for four years. 



^tonx the potest to the ^ eedtot 


by Andy Caffrey 

Western Turf Wars: The Politics of Public Lands 
Ranching, by Mike Hudak, Biome Books, 2008. 

Have you ever stopped to think seriously about 
what it means to "protect" wildlands? In 1964, 
the passage of the Wilderness Act promised a 
just-leave-it-be revolution in protection and 
management of the wild. Now, almost a half- 
century later, with half the biomass of the planet 
harnessed for human use, the results are in — and 
we're scratching our heads, staring at what is 
now only a tattered blanket of evolutionary po- 
tential, wondering what th^ hell happened. 

What happened is that everything we didn't 
pay attention to got wasted. What's left stands 
at the precipice of a climate mega-disaster. All 
by themselves, the postage stamp wilderness 
areas — where we've historically put most of our 
emphasis — don't stand a chance. Is there even a 
future for evolution itself? 

Oh, and by the way, what about the cows? 
In the midst of war, terrorism, ethnic cleans- 
ing, AIDS and the sixth extinction, Sierra Club 
Grazing Committee Vice Chair Mike Hudak is 
scampering around, jumping up-and-down and 
waving his arms over his head, yelling, "Look at 
the freakin' cows, man!" 

He's talking about the cows and other livestock 
that nearly 25,000 operators are grazing on 230 
million acres of public wildlands managed by 
the US Forest Service (USFS) and the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) in 17 western states. 
He's talking about 140 years of impact that, by 
the late 1980s, had eliminated more than half of 
the plant species on 64 percent of USFS and 78 
percent of BLM rangelands. This is taxpayer- 
subsidized extinction. 

Back in the early days of Earth First!, welfare 
ranching was one of our top concerns — thanks 


to people like Lynn Jacobs, who produced the de- 
finitive creed and documentary resource, Waste 
of the West. As Mike Hudak makes clear in his 
new book, Western Turf Wars, it's way overdue 
for this direct action campaign to come back. 

In this book of interviews with land managers 
and activists, Hudak writes about an evolution- 
crushing cowboy mythology and its accompany- 
ing culture of corruption. It's our unconditional 
support of this myth that undercuts our efforts to 
protect public lands. So far, 82 species of mam- 
mals, 58 species of birds, 114 species of fish, 35 
species of amphibians and reptiles, 23 species of 
mollusks and 12 species of insects have been ad- 
versely affected by a used-car-lot systenTof scam- 
ming and management. 

The story is a familiar one. Resource extrac- 
tors bully the land managers and buddy up with 
the legislators to scam privileged access to public 
lands, keep below-cost fees 
so low that they are, in ef- 
fect, welfare for ranchers 
and get bogus compliance 
with paltry environmental 
regulations. 

Conscientious rangers 
who strive to enforce envi- 
ronmental laws sometimes 
find themselves and their 
careers attacked in their 
own communities and by 
corrupt superiors within the 
agencies. When Dave Koe- 
hler, a BLM resource man- 
ager, tried to shut down a 
New Mexico operation in 
which 28 individuals were 
running 880 cows on a 
BLM single-use permit al- 
lotted for 208 cows, the 


deputy state director investigated Koehler for 
"illegal and inappropriate" activities and audited 
his program for 37 days, going through all of his 
files and interviewing all of his employees. 

According to Hudak, "endless meetings and 
meaningless exercises" have "consumed hun- 
dreds of careers" in massive bureaucratic projects 
that are intended to further reduce enforcement 
activities by keeping agency officials out of the 
field. This is all compounded by the fact that we 
are paying big bucks for all of this devastation. 
The 2004 shortfall of USFS and BLM grazing re- 
ceipts cost taxpayers $115 million. 

Now, the evidence is in. Mike Hudak has col- 
lected the verdict straight from the mouths of 
the jurors for us to read in this fine collection. 
The judgment is unequivocal. As USFS fire man- 
agement officer Jim Prunty says, "The worst 
possible use for this western country is livestock 
grazing." Despite all of 
this, public awareness re- 
mains low. Hudak and the 
Sierra Club's national graz- 
ing committee are revising 
legislative proposals for a 
voluntary buy-out of graz- 
ing permits to finally and 
permanently remove the 
livestock from our public 
lands and repair these areas 
before it's too late. 

To buy Western Turf Wars 
for $26.95 (plus $4 ship- 
ping), contact Mike Hudak, 
PhD, c/o Biome Books, 38 
Oliver Street, Binghamton, 
NY, 13904. 

For more information, 
visit www.mikehudak.com; 
www.westernturfwars.com. 
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Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


"/ spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an outdoor school. It was not a 
survival school, because I died, f died (o my old way of thinking. 1 died to being 
egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 

'7 became, alive to many other things — became alive to the Circle, I became alive 
to the native lifeway. I became alive to the connectedness of all things. / became 
alive to trusting, being and the. now. 

“My heart is full. / have much to share, more than words can sav. ” 

-Coyote Three Feathers a.k.a. John Herron (Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

Could a year in the wilderness do this for you too? 

www.teaeh ingdrum.org 
715 - 546-2944 


.Small 

Groups 

The Process £ g 
of Change 8 1 


a collective 
organizing 
manual 


donate a subscription to 

.a-pr.is.aner.!, 


Many of our most dedicated readers make only 35$ per hour-not 
even enough to afford the "stamp subscription" rate. 

Send us $20 and a note explaining that it’s for a prisoner subscription. 

You'll help out the Journal , as well as hook up a 
prisoner for a year. 

a message from tucson's “read between the bars” 


. 

T-Shirts • 


Snake Logo 
New!! $20! 


Printed on Sweatshop-Free, Organic Cotton! 
Available in Men’s S. M, L & XL 
Womyn’s M.L&XL (Runs Small.) 


EF! Fist Logo 


$15 Each! 


Green & Black Star 


SAJRTM Fmsx\ 


Uisit w ww .eapfhfirsfiournal.org 
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HAVE A GLOBAL 
WARMING DAY! 


I EARTH 


EF! Tools 


Win’s bn Fanoa? 


EQUAL RIGHTS 
FOR ALL SPECIES 


NATURE BATS LAST 


VEGETARIANS 

Stickers. Bullous. 
T-shirts and More: 

www peacesupplies or< 


The Earth First! Journal currently 
has an opening for a new member 
of our editorial staff. It could be you! 
Being a part of the Journal is full of 
rewards — Working on a consensus 
basis wittva tight collective to create 
a publication essential to the radical 
environmental movement. Our new 
long-term editor ideally will have 
publishing experience, be personally 
compatible with existing staff, have 
excellent editing skills, be computer 
literate, have a sense of humor and 
be able to commit to at least a year 
and a half. As a collective, all of the 
work is shared, so a motivated, hard- 
working individual is required! 


The Earth First! Journal currently 
has an opening for a new member 
of our editorial staff. It could be you! 
Being a part of the Journal is full of 
rewards — Working on a consensus 
basis wittva tight collective to create 
a publication essential to the radical 
environmental movement. Our new 
long-term editor ideally will have 
publishing experience, be personally 
compatible with existing staff, have 
excellent editing skills, be computer 
literate, have a sense of humor and 
be able to commit to at least a year 
and a half. As a collective, all of the 
work is shared, so a motivated, hard- 
working individual is required! 

We also welcome people with a variety 
of talents and activist experience to 
come and work for one issue of the 
Journal as a “short-term” editor. This 
adds to the diversity of voices and 
energy in the Journal. The waiting 
list can be long, but it also depends 
on how flexible your schedule is and 
when you will be available. 

To apply, send your resume with a 
letter of interest to the Earth First! 
Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, A Z 85702. 
Please forward a writing sample, 
activist history and the names of some 
activists who can vouch for you. For 
more information, contact (520) 620- 
6900; collective@earthfirstjoumal.org. 


Name O 5500 Lifetime Subscription O 540 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

Address O 525 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O 550 Air Mail, International 

O 540 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

City, State, Zip+4 q ^ Anonymous Envelope 

Tel - Country' O 575 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

E ma d O Scurf me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 

Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 

Online: www.earthfirstjournal.org X ^~ 3te 


Credit Card Orders 


circle one: Visa / MC 
Exp. date 
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Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns; free advertising 
space in the Journal; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more information, 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjournal.org. 


Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@tesist.ca 


Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republ 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton, BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020- 7729-69 73; office@roadblock.org . uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ICELAND 

Saving Iceland 

savingiceland@riseup.net 


www.savingiceland.org 
NETHERLANDS 
ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12 A, 1018 CM, 

Amsterdam, Netherlands 

31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 

GroenFront! Netherlands 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 

0112-44-84-43 

SOUTH KOREA 

Green Korea United 

1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 

136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 

Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 
BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 

belgium2005@groenfront.be 
GroenFront! Belgium 
2007@groenfrent.be; www.groenfront.be 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 
Boulder, CO 80309 
wsg@colorado . edu 


Environmental Library Fund 
25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodlgy.net 
FLORIDA 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 

822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

Gulf Coast Lowlands EF! 

(727) 688-5901; grommit770@gmail.com 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago EF! 

1740 W Greenleaf Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 

(773) 465-7774 

INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, .IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Roadblock EF! 

roadblockef@yahoo.com 

KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 
(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 1072, Belfast, ME 04915 


Mass Direct Action 

POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

massdirectaction@riseup.net 

Rising Tide Boston 

boston@risingtidenorthamerica.org 


Confluence/Community Arts & 

Media Project 

POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 776-1721; confluence@lists.indymedia.org 


Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF! 

(406) 961-0171; odinswyrd@yahoo.com 


Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 


Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(201) 928-2831; activism@wetlands-preserve.org 


Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raliegh, NC 27607 

croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 

Katuah EF! , f 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 4WX, 

Rising Tide Asheville ***Hif' 

risingtide@mountainrebel.net 

OHIO W 

HockHocking EF! 

(740) 592-2581; info@eastemforestdefense.org 
The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 
(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 
OREGON 

Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 
Cascadia EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
ef@cascadiarising.org 


PROJECTS 6 
CAMPAIGNS 


ACT UP! San Francisco 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 

Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
info@freemindmedia.org 

Healeth EF! * 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 

(530) 241-1007 

Long Haul Infoshop 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 822-1513 l»4sj 

Santa Cruz EF! M 

cruzef@cruzio.com /jp 

Sierra Nevada EF! // 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 </ 

collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.com 


ARIZONA 

Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 

Flagstaff Activist Network 

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 

(928) 213-95(17; info@flagstaffactivist.org 

ARKANSAS 

Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com 


mameet@yahoo.com 

Native Forest Network 

nfnmaine@gmail.com 

Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 

POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 

penbay@justice.com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 


Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 


Church of Deep Ecology 
POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 
(800) 862-7031; 

contact@churchofdeepecology . org 
Forest Ecosystems Action Group 
2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 
paarise@mtn.org 


Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

(865) 633-8483; annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Lone Star EF! 

lonestaref@gmail.com; www.huntsab.org/lonestaref htm 
, UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 
(435) 866-2137 


Madison EF!/lnfoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 


Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 690-6961; teewinotef@wildrockies.org 


Challenging Oppression Within 

earthfirstcow@yahoo.com 

EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

(925) 376-7329 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

(202) 657-6772 

Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 
info@rdotforce.org 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 


The Evergreen State College - 
Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 


POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 
collective@greenanarchy.org 
Rising Tide Cascadia 
cascadia@risingtidenorthamerica.org 
Stumptown EF! 
stumptownef@riseup.net 
PENNSYLVANIA 
EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 835, Greensburg, PA 15601 
primalwar@hotmail.com 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 


Save the Corporations From Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; Corpsave@sover.net 


Blue Ridge Earth First! 
blueridgeef@yahoo.com 


z Earth First! ; 

RY 

Find tke EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one! 
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Eric 

McDavid 

IS SENTENCED TO 
NEARLY 20 YEARS 

by Sacramento Prisoner Support 

I n the early afternoon of may 8, a crowd of committed friends 
and supporters filed into the federal courthouse in Sacramen- 
to, California. After stressful and frustrating delays since Eric 
McDavid's trial in September, sentencing was finally happening. 
When we arrived at the courtroom, we were met by a row of fed- 
eral marshals and a white sign taped to the door, informing us 
that "by order of the court" there would be no electronic devices 
allowed in the courtroom. This was the justification for the hand- 
held metal-detector search everyone had to undergo before en- 
tering the courtroom, as well as the complete search of any bags 
carried into the courtroom. All of this was despite the fact that 
everyone had to go through a similar search downstairs upon en- 
try into the courthouse. 

The seats behind the defense table quickly filled, forcing Eric's 
supporters to spill over into the prosecution's side of the room. As 
usual, the marshals did not allow anyone to sit in the row directly 
behind the defense table — other than four FBI agents who formed 
a wall between Eric and his loved ones. 

It was clear from the beginning of the hearing that everything 
had already been decided. The judge was simply going through 
the motions of hearing oral arguments about each of the issues 
raised by Eric and his attorney. Every time, the judge deferred to 
the prosecution. He offered a minor concession, allowing Eric's 
family members to speak in his favor. Eric's parents' and sisters' 
defense was strong and passionate, illuminating his compassion 
and love for life and all creatures. They showed great courage and 
strength — something that apparently runs in the family. 

After they spoke, the assistant US attorney simply reasserted 
that he did not believe Eric is the person his family thinks him to 
be. Coming from someone who has never even spoken with Eric, 
but who has worked tirelessly for 2.5 years to send him to federal 
prison, these are empty words. 

continued on page 28 




Indiana wilds out in the trees 


1-69 TREESIT BEGINS: 

AN UPDATE ON RESISTANCE IN 
SOUTHERN INDIANA 


by Roadblock Earth First! 

C onstruction on Interstate 69 looms 
closer every day. Already, four 
Hoosier families have been evicted 
and their homes demolished. With con- 
tracts for construction signed and clear- 
ing all but complete for the first two 
miles of the proposed route, the state 
has placed its pieces into position and 
is poised to move. The creation of the 
North American Free Trade Agreement 
superhighway is about to begin, fulfill- 
ing the dreams of international trade 
strategists everywhere. 

On May 19, an autonomous group 
based in Indiana, raised the first anti-I- 
69 treesit at the north end of the area 
slated for construction this Summer. 
This marks the beginning of the land oc- 
cupation phase of resistance to this in- 
frastructure project. The police response 
was initially quite heavy, with multiple 
agencies swarming the scene in cars and 
helicopters. However, as of June 12, all 
is going well at the sit. Confrontations 
with police have been held to a mini- 
mum, and support from the locals has 
grown with each passing day. There has 
been constant ground occupation be- 
low the sit since it was initially raised. 
Off site, there have been two rounds of 
home demos at the houses of construc- 
tion company Gohmann Asphalt and 
Construction executives. There have 


also been demos against the Michael 
J. Baker design firm in both Fredrick, 
Maryland, and Bloomington, Indiana. 

The treesit was raised at a time when 
local 1-69 opposition efforts were grow- 
ing strong. In late April, more than 25 
landowners from the first 13-mile sec- 
tion of the proposed route gathered 
together to discuss the initiation of 
a "no-sell" pledge. The pledge would 
force the state to exercise eminent do- 
main against the landowners, bogging 
the state down in the court system and 
costing it precious time and money. 

In this climate of increased action 
and organizing, and with construc- 
tion to begin any day now, Roadblock 
Earth First! issues a call to any and 
all individuals and affinity groups to 
come to southern Indiana and fight 
this monstrous road project. 

While we hope that you and your af- 
finity group will be able to stay long- 
term and participate in the resistance 
movement, we recognize that there 
are dozens of other important projects 
going on all over the country. For this 
reason, we have created the X-69 Shut- 
down Schedule. This shutdown calendar 
is a way for affinity groups to commit to 
shutting down construction for a day, 
with the hope that enough groups will 
sign up to shut down construction for 
an entire month. 

continued on page 12 
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THE CARROT OF OUR STONE SOUP Earth First! 


For a while after I started working at the Earth First! 
journal in Summer 2006, it was hard for me to tell 
if the world was suddenly more aware of environ- 
mental issues or if it just seemed that way because 
I was so deeply immersed in an environmentalist 
community. By now I realize that yes, indeed, the 
"outside" world seems to have leapt into a whirl- 
wind of not quite ecological awareness, but a more 
trendy "green" awareness — one of green capitalism, 
green consumerism, easy fixes, and anything but 
biocentrism. 

The journal publishes strategies from environ- 
mental activists, rabble-rousers, treehuggers and 
various stripes of anarchists about how to fix the 
Earth for its own sake, not for further exploitation 
by humans. Many of us are aware that what's good 
for the Earth is what's best for humans — after all, 
we come from the Earth, even if we are currently 
breaking all the rules. But we are drawn to radical 
ecology because we believe that living systems be- 
yond humans have the right to exist, to prosper. 
We know that drinking from fuel-conserving eco- 
plastic won't save the sea turtles and that growing 
biofuel won’t save the rainforests. Rather than sti- 
fling our dissent with carbon credits and solar pan- 
els, we must fuel our convictions with the realities 
of global warming — mass extinctions and destroyed 
bioregions — and construct from the bottom up an 
ecology-based future. 

Now that the mainstream media, corporations and 
government have been forced to acknowledge that 
the global ecological crisis is real, they have done 
everything in their power to co-opt public energy 
and awareness with green capitalism, and to destroy 
actual steps toward ecological action with increas- 
ingly fascistic tendencies and devastating terms like 
"eco terrorist." 

It seems absurd that as we teeter on the edge of 
ecological crisis, people are willing to listen to the 
suddenly concerned corporate and government au- 
thorities, and to play into their green capitalist plot. 
We need to be there to remind one another that the 


choice between one green product and another isn't 
a choice at all. 

We must also focus on making ecological thought 
high in the consciousness of all allied movements. 
Just as it's essential to tie social justice into environ- 
mental movements, it's essential to make ecology a 
pressing issue for other radical movements. Since we 
need a systemic change to resolve this global crisis, 
we need other movements to be on board, to fully 
comprehend ecological exploitation and devasta- 
tion. The struggle against capitalism cannot be based 
on any form of consumerism, even green consumer- 
ism. Without an end to all exploitation, including 
the Earth's, no one and nothing can be liberated. 

Whether you believe that revolution, revelation 
or collapse must come first, we need to work on 
strategizing in this age of globalized environmental 
crisis. What is our goal, and how do we get there? 
We could focus on guerilla gardening or on monkey- 
wrenching civilization; on building a large-scale rad- 
ical movement based on socially empowering values 
or on blockading shareholders’ meetings. Bikes. Free 
states. Sabotage. We must think critically about what 
has and hasn't worked to incite change in the past, 
and what will work now. 

The media is overwhelmed with green reformist 
crap. Yet we have to struggle every other month to 
put out the journal. The Journal still doesn't com- 
promise with corporate interests. It is still a place to 
hash out strategies and actions. This is our journal. 
It's a publication based on us radical environmen- 
talists. But it is also our responsibility. The journal 
needs subscriptions, it needs authors, it needs funds, 
it needs editors. Step it up a bit and work here for a 
while — we are severely understaffed. 

The journal can be that first carrot (after the es- 
sential but flavorless stone) in a proverbial stone 
soup. We can be a jumping-off point for a positive 
feedback loop. We will start by hashing out ideas. 
Soon we'll have strategies in place. Then, we'll share 
victories, and finally, we'll forge our way across the 
battleground to a healed planet. 

— Sophia 
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Coast Salish Blockade 

Supports Mohawk Occupation 


by Ange Sterrit 

On April 28 — as Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) yet again surrounded Mohawk war- 
riors in Tyendinaga, on the eastern side of 
the continent — about 70 mainly indigenous 
people gathered on the western side, on 
Coast Salish Territory in Vancouver, British 
Columbia. Elders armed with medicines and 
drums led the people, while Coast Salish 
warriors flew Mohawk warrior flags in soli- 
darity on the perimeter of the march. Moth- 
ers and fathers, children and youths, elders 
and warriors chanted, "OPP out of Tyendi- 
naga," and, "OPP out of Six Nations," as they 
marched from a park to a busy intersection 
and blockaded it for two and a half hours in 
rush hour traffic. 

The blockade was in response to an inci- 
dent on April 25, when OPP surrounded a 
gravel quarry in Tyendinaga on Mohawk 
Territory, in so-called Ontario, Canada. The 
OPP demanded the surrender of the Mo- 
hawks who had been occupying the quarry. 
News broadcasts failed to report that a young 
man had both his arms broken by police and 
that police guns were pointed at Mohawk 
children. At the center of the dispute is the 
Culbertson Tract, land that rightfully be- 
longs to the Mohawks but now contains the 
destructive gravel quarry. Community mem- 
bers have been occupying the quarry site for 
more than a year. 

On April 27, six indigenous people pro- 
tecting the Tyendinaga area were impris- 
oned, bringing to 13 the total number of 
indigenous people jailed there for defending 
their land. 

On the same day, almost 200 miles west 
of Tyendinaga, people of the Six Nations of 
the Grand River Territory showed support 
for the Tyendinaga Mohawks by blockad- 
ing Highway 6, a major Canadian road, for 
several hours. They too have faced arrests, 
violations and repression by the Canadian 
government for protecting their lands. 


The location of the April 28 blockade on 
Coast Salish Territory is known as the Clark- 
Knight Corridor Whole Route. It was chosen 
for its role as Vancouver's primary arterial for 
transporting goods (stolen and exploited from 
indigenous lands). The 3,000 trucks using the 
corridor each day make Clark-Knight the most 
important truck route in the city. The corridor 
also links the Vancouver port and industrial 
areas on the north side of the city with in- 
dustrial areas in south Vancouver, Richmond, 
Delta, Surrey and beyond via Highways 91 and 
99. The Port of Vancouver is Canada's biggest 
port; each year it trades $43 billion in goods 
stolen from indigenous lands with more than 
90 trading economies. In addition, trucking 
is Canada's dominant freight mode, account- 
ing for an estimated 70 percent of domestic 
shipments by value. In short, blocking the 
Clark-Knight Corridor significantly disrupts 
economic development in Canada. 

The April 28 blockade was not only sym- 
bolically effective but also economically 
disruptive. Money and greed are the heart 
and heartbeat of Canada, so such an ac- 
tion was guaranteed to make Canada listen. 
Further, some commuters and truck drivers 
moving (stolen native) goods were forced to 
acknowledge that while they were inconve- 
nienced for a few hours, indigenous people, 
who have had their homelands invaded and 
occupied for more than 150 years have been 
inconvenienced much longer. Maybe the 
every- 10-minute traffic report on car radios 
compelled people to ask why the OPP backed 
by the Canadian government had attacked 
Tyendinaga and why indigenous people are 
still fighting for their lands. 

The blockade was effective. The goal was to 
impact the economy, create a public aware- 
ness of the issue, and show the Canadian 
government and the public that indigenous 
people are unified and ready to take action 
to protect our families and our lands. Police 
have since backed off of Tyendinaga and the 
Six Nations. 



At the Tyendinaga gravel quarry occupation 


Guelph Arsonists to Developers: 
“Get the hell out of Tyendinaga” 


On the night of April 
25 — the same night Mohawk 
land in Tyendinaga was be- 
ing attacked 'by armed On- 
tario Provincial Police — four 
dump trucks owned by Priori 
and Sons, and contracted 
by Reids Heritage Homes, 
were destroyed by fire, caus- 
ing between $300,000 and 
$400,000 in damage. On the 
side of one truck, a scrawled 
note read, "Get the hell out of 
Tyendinaga." 

The trucks were targeted 
for the environmental de- 
struction these two compa- 
nies cause, turning forests, 
creeks, rivers and farmland 


into concrete and death. I 
They were also selected to I 
send a message to all other l 
developers currently en- '§ 
croaching on native land: -g" 
Your developments are the 
continuation of a war on | 
native people started long 
ago. Get out of native land | 
everywhere. Finally, we send \ 
a message to all state forces i 
and police: Let this be a sign 1 
of days to come. When you 
attack natives anywhere, we 
will attack you everywhere. 

To all who love life and re- | 
sist death: As we are liberated i 
from our fear, our presence i 
liberates others. i 


Some Thoughts 
on Utah Phillips 

1935-2008 



by David Rovics 

Utah Phillips was a legend. 

I first became familiar with the 
Utah Phillips phenomenon in 
the late 1980s, when I was in my 
early 20s, working part time as a 
prep cook at Morningtown Res- 
taurant in Seattle. I had recently 
read Howard Zinn's A People's 
History of the United States and 
had been particularly enthralled 
by the stories of the Industrial 
Workers of the World (IWW). So 


it was with great interest that I 
first discovered a greasy cassette 
there in the kitchen by the ste- 
reo: Utah Phillips Sings the Songs 
and Tells the Stories of the Indus- 
trial Workers of the World. 

As a young radical, I had heard 
lots about the 1960s, but the 
wildly tumultuous first two de- 
cades of the 20th century seemed 
to be a thing entirely of history, 
with no one living anymore to 
tell the stories. To hear Utah tell 
the stories of the strikes and the 
free-speech fights, recount hilari- 
ously the day-to-day tribulations 
of life in hobo jungles and log- 
ging camps, and sing about the 
humanity of historical figures 
such as Big Bill Haywood, Joe 
Hill or Elizabeth Gurley Flynn 
was to bring alive an era that 
had once seemed only to exist 
on paper. Utah wasn’t someone 
who was just telling stories from 
a bygone era, it was more like he 
was a bridge to that era. 

Hearing these songs and sto- 
ries brought to life by Utah, I be- 
came infected by the idea that if 
people just knew this history in 
all its beauty and grandeur, they 
would find the same hope for 
humanity and the possibility of 
radical social change that I had 
just discovered. Thus, I became 
a Wobbly singer too. I began to 
stand on a street corner in Se- 
attle, with a sign beside me that 


read, "Songs of the Seattle Gen- 
eral Strike of 1919." I sang songs 
I had learned from listening to 
Utah's album, as well as some 
other IWW songs I had found 
in various obscure collections of 
folk music. 

It was a couple years later that 
I first really discovered Utah 
Phillips the songwriter. Whether 
he's recounting stories from his 
own experiences or those of oth- 
ers doesn’t matter. The many 
hours Utah spent in his troubled 
youth talking with old veterans 
of the rails and the IWW cam- 
paigns created a bridge from 
now to then, through his pen 
and through his deep, resonant 
voice. In Good Though!, } heard 
the distant past breathing and 
full of life in Utah's own com- 
positions. In I've Got to Know, I 
heard an eloquent and current 
voice of opposition to the US 
empire and the bombing of Iraq, 
rolled together seamlessly with 
the voices of deserters, draft 
dodgers and tax resisters from 
the previous century. 

Traveling in the same circles 
and putting out CDs on the same 
record label, it was fairly inevi- 
table that we'd meet eventually. 
The first time was several years 
ago, behind the stage at the an- 
nual protest against the School 
of the Americas in Columbus, 
Georgia. I think I successfully 


avoided seeming too painfully 
star-struck. 

The last time I was in Nevada 
City, where Utah lived, I was do- 
ing a show with a friend at the 
community radio station. He 
joined us there, and afterward 
Utah, my friend and I went over 
to a nice breakfast place. Utah 
did most of the talking, and I 
was pleasantly surprised to find 
that his use of mysterious hobo 
colloquialisms and frequent 
references to obscure histori- 
cal characters in 20th-century 
American anarchist history was 
something he did off stage as 
well as on. 

For those of us who knew 
Utah's music and stories, wheth- 
er on or off the stage, whether 
as a human bridge to the radi- 
cal labor movement of yester- 
day, as the voice of modern-day 
hofios or as that funky old guy 
that Ani DiFranco did a couple 
of CDs with, Utah Phillips will 
be remembered and treasured 
by many. 

Utah was undeniably a sort of 
musical/political/historical insti- 
tution in his own day. He said he 
was a rumor in his own time. It's 
no question that one person's ru- 
mor is another's legend. But who 
cares, it's just words anyway. 

David Rovics is a singer-songwriter 
based in Portland, Oregon. His 
website is www.davidrovics.com. 
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Dear Shit Fer Brains 


Dear SFB, 

I had to respond to the 
article by the People of 
Color Caucus (see 'EF!J 
May-June 2008). Many of 
the assertions were simply 
absurd — such as that Earth 
rituals, war cries and wolves 
somehow belong to people 
of color only (do 1 really 
need to point out that peo- 
ple of European descent 
did rituals and went to war, 
and that wolves are indig- 
enous to Europe among 
other places?) — or authori- 
tarian — the attempt to 
dictate how white people 
wear their hair. It has never 
been clear to me the differ- 
ence between one person's 
cultural cross-fertilization 
and sharing of ideas be- 
ing OK (the hybrid that is 
jazz music, Leontyne Price 
singing European opera, 
black people straightening 
their hair) and when it is 
not (white people wearing 
African hairstyles). 

But what really offended 
me was the outrageously 
cruel and ignorant state- 
ment that white people 
"have the ability to choose 
whether or not to remain 
marginalized." Say what? I 
am marginalized as a poor, 
disabled, bisexual person, 
and it is quite the news 
that 1 can change any of 
these things! To state that 
people of color cannot af- 
ford to take time off work 
(neither can I!) and white 
people can is to equate all 
people of color as being 
low-income and all white 
people as high-income. 
This is a common mistake 
in anti-racist circles, the 
collapsing together of race 
and class. 

As one of the afore- 
mentioned marginalized 
whites, I have the worst 
of both worlds (distrust 
by people of color, disdain 
from better-off whites). 
Even the other marginal- 
ized whites are off fighting 
for the Palestinians, the 
endangered speckled tree 
frog, everything but one 
another. I get support from 
almost nowhere and expect 
none. This is what it means 
to be a working-class white 
person, and every working- 
class white person knows 
what I mean. 

Where are all these privi- 
leged whites? The radical 
environmental and animal 
rights communities are 
full of anarchists, who are 
notorious for having little 
money. As for dropping 
out or assimilating, people 
do each in varying degrees 
from a combination of 
choice (disagreement with 
the system) and need (be- 
ing pushed out), and peo- 
ple of all colors are found 
on every side of the divide. 

I have no time for people 


who can't see my human- 
ity, and -it's no surprise to 
me that already marginal- 
ized whites (who are the 
only kind of whites that 
join our radical move- 
ments) are resisting living 
under the kind of restric- 
tions that the authors of 
this piece would create for 
them. We're on a pretty 
narrow ledge as it is. 

— Call me fed up 

Editors, 

Sadie's last letter tugged 
at a thread within me, 
which, i feel, may nurture 
the discussion at hand (see 
EF!J March-April 2008). 
(i'm sorry ze feels it neces- 
sary to drop out of this me- 
dium, but i totally relate. 
Though we've never met, 
i'm comforted in knowing 
ze's taking care of hirself 
and wish that ze is able to 
find ways to further com- 
municate hir extremely 
insightful ideas to the 
community at large.) 

The outcome of my case 
pains me and begs the 
question: Do i regret my 
place in it? The separation 
from what i was becoming 
so very close to — a mi queri- 
da; deepening the relation 
to my micro-fam; creating 
relations with my macro- 
fam (both non/humyn) to- 
ward community... Sigh... 
In recognizing where i am 
and what has brought me 
here, i open myself to who 
i am — this is not defining 
myself through my im- 
mediate environment but 
giving credence to those 
aspects within, which have 
synergistically permeated 
this situation whilst af- 
firming their own unique- 
ness (being in it but not of 
it)... so, in a sense, i'd be 
regretting who i am in this 
moment... yes, the pain is 
there, it's here 100 percent. 
But without it, would there 
be the experience of love 
and joy i find in my part- 
ner's eyes; the love of my 
micro-fam and that from 
my macro-fam's letters of 
support? (i have no intent 
of glorifying or advocating 
the Path i currently trav- 
el — "'cause, as i and those 
who also partake in this 
type of journey know = we 
ain't no Goddess damned 
hero/ines; i'm simply a 
humyn, one of many, who 
has chosen to explore" — 
something which resonates 
in me with the descriptive 
words of Renzo — toward 
the creative nothing... one 
of a myriad paths whose 
ends are common without 
a denominator).... That 
love which manifests from 
my connections would ex- 
ist wherever i was, but the 
question swivels around 
the fact that i am where i 
am— and with that fact. 


certain realities prevail, 
my relation to pain being 
one of them... regardless 
of where i find myself, or 
for however long, i know 
in my Heart i am the one i 
have to answer to, my view 
of myself, how i feel at my 
self — my own integrity 
(not some B.S. social/cul- 
tural concept of veils and 
dissolution, but soundness, 
completeness) — is what's 
paramount to me— this is 
what has guided my heart 
and actions throughout 
this case — feeling my way 
through its bureaucratic 
mechanisms of carrots and 
sticks, gaining insights to 
their repercussions via in- 
tuition and absolve some 
thought processes and 
the actions which they in- 
cur, where others simply 
couldn't be able to justify 
them (i was going to qualify 
it with "to save them from 
their death beds," but that 
even falls short).... i feel 
that it's our connections to 
life — our relations that per- 
meate and surround us — 
which provide the prima 
material of our experience; 
and what we hold in our 
hearts is brought to light 
by how we interact with 
those relationships — the 
choices we make. 

In Solidarity, 

— D (aka Eric McDavid) 
(find your joy) 

Dear SFB, 

The paper arrived safely! 
Bravo! Thank you so much, 
and I have just begun to 
read it. I am a "single" 
great-grandmother living 
in two rented rooms. So I 
do not have extra money. I 
love direct action, and you 
are number one on the 
best-of-the-best list. 

Love and Peace, 

— Gretchen 

Dear SFB, 

When in the course of a 
discussion or debate it be- 
comes obvious that the dif- 
ferent sides are using words 


A vegan is somebody 
who does not eat any 
meat or animal products. 
An omnivore is a person 
or other animal that eats 
a diet that contains some 
meat or animal products. 
To use your three percent 
example, no, , I do not 
call a person who eats no 
meat or animal products 
for 29 days of the month 
but on the 30th day eats 
meat a "vegan." I do not 
call them "almost vegan," 
and I don’t really under- 
stand what you want that 
term to mean. I call them 
an "omnivore." When I 
.am preparing food to serve 
vegan guests, 1 would ex- 
pect them to be justifiably 
outraged were that food to 
be three percent meat. 

So 1 would call a chim- 
panzee an "omnivore," 
but for the time being we 
could pretend that "al- 
most vegan" was a syn- 
onym and see if that helps 
makes what I was trying to 
say clear. What you want 
us "omnivores"... oops... 
"almost vegans" to accept 
and what I am saying is 
hopeless — what we need to 
agree to disagree about — 
are propositions along the 
lines of (and the reasons 
we give for): 1) A chimpan- 
zee would be "better" if it 
was a vegan rather than 
an "almost vegan." 2) A 
human would be "better" 
if a vegan rather than an 
"almost vegan." 3) If hold- 
ing a different position on 
those two, upon what sorts 
of beliefs is that difference 
based and what was meant 
by "better" anyway? 

I am saying that our 
community has to find 
ways we can work together 
even when we wouldn't 
be giving the same an- 
swers for points one and 
two not so much because 
of the importance of the 
propositions themselves 
but as symptoms of serious 
differences in some of our 
very fundamental beliefs 


And please don't take 
anything I have said as in- 
dicating that I don't think 
we all have the right to 
try to convince others to 
"change." That is not what 
I was calling a problem 
for our community. What 
I was calling a problem 
was the expectation that 
change in those basic be- 
liefs was going to happen. 

For the Earth, 

— Michael D. Novack 

Dear SFB, 

I find it incredibly dis- 
heartening to read such 
animosity and hostility to- 
ward ourselves within these 
pages. Yes, 1 know I am not 
one to criticize, having 
been guilty of it myself. 

To all prisoners out 
there: Don’t ever let any- 
one tell you that your feel- 
ings of isolation, sadness 
and hurt are illegitimate 
because someone else has 
more time or is in a tough- 
er prison. Prison is a trau- 
matic experience, period, 
and each of us must come 
to terms with it in our own 
way. Some will do that 
more easily than others. 

Once again we are dis- 
cussing tactics and not 
strategy. I'll keep it suc- 
cinct. Action alone will 
not create change. Educa- 
tion and rhetoric alone 
will not succeed. Look to 
the lessons of Stop Hun- 
tington Animal Cruelty, 
learn how to combine the 
two and keep from going 
to jail. Then anyone up 
for, I don't know, say, end- 
ing a war or oil reliance 
by focusing on a few key 
companies? 

I'd also like to chime in 
on Romania II. I support 
Romania II as an action; 
it lifted my spirits while 
locked up. More than that, 
I think it sent a powerful 
message to the state: You 
can capture us, and we will 
still fight; you can punish 
us, and we will 
still resist. 


and terms differently, then 
it becomes the responsibil- 
ity of whoever notices that 
to speak up. So Lynn (and 
perhaps others)/ 1 think at 
least part of the problem is 
that when I use the terms 
"vegan" and "omnivore," 
these terms have specific 
meanings to me (see EF.'f 
January-February 2008 and 
May-June 2008). They may 
of course mean something 
else to you, and we each 
get to use terms the way we 
want to, but let's at least 
avoid the misunderstand- 
ing caused by assuming 
that one's own meaning 
assigned to a term is the 
same as the other person's. 
So please reread everything 
I wrote according to the 
following definitions. 
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That said, the action is 
not beyond criticism. 
And Sadie, you must not 
answer just to your con- 
science and me. You must 
answer to my communi- 
ty, the community where 
you took that action. 
None of us is beyond crit- 
icism. But no one should 
ever place blame for state 
repression on those who 
resist. Blame rests solely 
with the state. 

Finally, Sadie does 
bring up a very valid 
point about folks like 
Daniel McGowan and me 
receiving the lion's share 
of support and attention. 
Some of this is due to 
our standing in our com- 
munities before we fell. 
However, we must find a 
way to not leave people 
feeling alienated, isolated 
or less important. We still 
have lots of room to grow 
and improve our prisoner 
support. Let's start figur- 
ing out ways to do that. 

—Jeffrey "Free" Luers 

Dear SFB, 

In response to Hope 
Fried, who wrote, "Our 
size and unity allowed us 
to get away with things 
that the average in- 
mate could never dream 
of..." (see EF!J May-June 
2008). Yes, you may 
have been a crowd that 
stood strong together, 
but you were also a 
mostly white crowd. 
The average inmate is a 
young, black male, and 
the prison-industrial 
complex (which you 
mention) is designed to 
jail so-called "minori- 
ties" and turn a buck off 
them. There have been 
numerous times when 
inmates have resisted 
their poor treatment 
on the inside and have 
faced serious repression 
for that. Their organiz- 
ing and standing up for 
themselves is seen as a 
threat. Yours was tak- 
ing advantage of your 
privilege. I'm glad that 
worked out for y'all, 
but don't be fooled that 
it was just because of a 
successful action and 
that race didn't play a 
huge part. 

— Colleen Elizabeth 

Dear Earth First! and non 
servium, 

So wow, I just read my 
first copy of EF.'f ever. 
Good work, I'm very im- 
pressed. I thought the ar- 
ticles displayed good, clear 
writing. The information 
of action is definitely 
important. Of course, 
I always knew who EF! 
was, I just never had the 
time, like I do now, to get 
involved. Not to say I'm 
not active. I'm active, and 


that action landed me 
three years in California 
prison. For what? Bank 
robbery. There's some- 
thing I find truly roman- 
tic about robbing a bank! 
And even here, in prison, 
I stand firm: Fuck cops! 
I refuse to be their slave, 
and as a result looks like 
I might be headed to Peli- 
can Bay. But big deal. All 
of us have a price to be 
paid when going against 
the "machine." 

Just wanted to say I re- 
ally enjoyed not only all 
the articles but also really 
liked the article by non 
servium on the border 
(see EF!J January-Febru- 
ary 2008). Sometimes 
when I think of the US 
building a fucking wall, I 
wonder where the hell am 
I? What really gets me is: 
Most of the Border Patrol 
are Hispanic. Truly, the 
masses are asses. 

Something that caught 
my eye and the reason 
I'm writing is the men- 
tion of a man who rode 
his bycicle 1,500 miles 
(and yes, I just com- 
pletely misspelled byci- 
cle). When I read that, I 
thought: That must have 
been Mike. Good ol' Bike 
Mike. I met Mike down 
in Oaxaca, Mexico, in 
March 2006. A friend of 
mine owns a hostel there, 
and as a religious habit, I 
found myself at the hos- 
tel every day drinking 
beer and planning to take 
over the world! In walks 
Mike with a bike, saying 
he's rode from the border 
of Arizona. I tell him he's 
late, the riots are over, 
grab a beer! Thus, we 
proceed to befriend each 
other. Mike has some 
great stories of rolling 
into villages and towns 
throughout Mexico. Said 
he was going to Guate- 
mala, but I don't know if 
he made it. Most people 
who come to Oaxaca and 
only plan on staying a 
few days wind up staying 
much longer. Mike was 
no different. Can't imag- 
ine it wasn't him. Had to 
have been. Tell 'em Felipe 
says, "Holla!” 

I just thought that was 
great. I've never read EF!J, 
my first time, and there's 
a reference to an old bud- 
dy, from Oaxaca no less! 
And what was I doing in 
Oaxaca? Hiding from this 
goddamn government! 

Granite Construction, 
huh? I wonder if that's 
a private or public com- 
pany. Most likely private. 
Most likely with different 
investors, hmm, might 
be something for me to 
look into! 

Your brother in arms, 
— Phillip Aaron-Rene 
Martinez 


"The Black Menace" 

iTOWARD A FINAL AND 
i DECISIVE ATTACK ON 
j WHITENESS 


by Taylor Sparrow 

It was soon after the riots of June '76, and 
Johannesburg, South Africa was so tense it 
was hard to breathe. Soweto was mourning 
its many hundred martyrs, and a political 
detainee named Wellington Tshazibane had 
just "hanged himself while in the custody 
of the secret police.... Whenever my phone 
rang, some white paranoiac came on the line 
to pass along another rumor. Children were 
being butchered on their way to school. Some 
whites had heard that tomorrow was kill-a- 
white day. Others had it on good authority 
that black maids were being incited to poison 
the master's tea.... 

— Rian Malan, from My Traitor's Heart 

No, no need to fear. We are perfectly OK.... 
South Africa is not going to start slaughtering 
you and all that.... 

— Thabo Mbeki 1 

We shall need to see our efforts not so much 
as attempts to right wrongs on behalf of the 
blacks, as to set our society free from the lies 
on which it is built. 

— Nadine Gordimer 

W hite South Africans repeatedly 
justified the continuation of the 
brutality of apartheid by remind- 
ing the country — and the world — of the 
swart gevaar, or "black menace." Having 
some awareness of the tremendous level 
of violence and humiliation they were in- 
flicting on the general population, white 
people lived with the nagging fear that 
someday "the blacks" would come thrash- 
ing into their heavily guarded pockets of 
prosperity and privilege, and simply an- 
nihilate them. Of course, like so many 
other places governed by the tyranny 
of white supremacy, the violence never 
boomeranged back enough to fulfill the 
nightmares of the "average white man 
and woman" (who would insist that they 
were totally innocent and had nothing to 
do with it, when it was all over). 

Whiteness survived the decades of 
anti-colonial wars that brought "inde- 
pendence" to the majority of the world's 
people (and the corresponding radical 
upheavals within the various "mother 
countries" of empire). Even if they have 
to wall themselves off within increasingly 
over-policed houses, suburbs and nations, 
white people seem intent on protecting 
what bits of privilege they can. Millions 
will be locked up, surveilled, placed under 
military rule and/or outright murdered to 
protect the world's whites from their own 
unwillingness to be accountable for the 
history of colonialism. So, the fear of the 
"black menace" remains. 

The situation is dire, but we seem to 
have reached a dead end (or multiple dead 
ends) in our thinking. "Undoing Racism" 
is now the registered trademark of the 
People's Institute for Survival and Beyond 
(pisab.org), one of dozens of grant-driven 
organizations that service the "anti-rac- 
ism" needs of the corporate and nonprofit 
world. The branding of the phrase "Undo- 
ing Racism" is an attempt to control the 
way that we talk about race, the limits and 
possibilities of our aspirations for a non- 
racial existence — and so far it's working. 
Even within the radical left (and for that 
matter the anarchist "post-left") if we talk 
about race at all, the conversation is inevi- 
tably driven down the narrow paths that 
the anti-racist NGOs have generated. 

Who says there is such a thing as “peo- 
ple of color," that such a coherent unity 
between the world's non-white peoples 


exists? For that matter, are there even Af- 
rican-Americans? Is there such a thing as a 
"white heritage" or an ethnic identification 
that white people might aspire to beneath 
and outside of the history of colonialism? 
Can the word "white" really be replaced 
by the words "male" or "able-bodied" or 
by any other privileged group, and convey 
roughly the same meaning (see EF'J May- 
June 2008)? Are all forms of oppression tru- 
ly "equal"? Toward what end do we speak 
in these ways? Do these articulations of the 
problems of race help us to end race once 
and for all? These are heretical questions 
that we are not meant to ask. 

"Undoing Racism" is a registered trade- 
mark, which is based on a standardized 
definition of racism, which is based on a 
standardized set of ideas about who white 
people are and who people of color are, 
and what that all has to do with feminism, 
anti-capitalism, environmentalism and 
so forth. This straight-jacketing of rebel- 
lion against white civilization has led to 
the creation of a new kind of "black men- 
ace" among the white left. Many white 
radicals refuse to "do anything" about race 
because they are disturbed by the way in 
which militant politics are watered down 
by attempts to fit whatever work we're do- 
ing within the anti-oppression paradigm 
that the NGO machine has generated. For 
example, when a new suburban develop- 
ment or a dealer's lot full of SUVs or a ski 
resort are set on fire, white privilege is be- 
ing attacked at the point of production. But 
no one is describing it in these terms; even 
the elves who carry out the arsons don't 
think of themselves as committing an 
act of treason against whiteness. The ac- 
tion remains firmly within the confines of 
radical environmentalism. Then, if radical 
environmentalists want to attack white su- 
premacy, the whole anti-oppression frame- 
work is imported into the movement, and 
suddenly we are led to believe that perhaps 
even civil disobedience is racist behavior 
somehow. As a result, when talking to 
some white radicals, one gets the sense 
that they're afraid that black people have 
a certain inherently liberal "taint" to them 
and that if they align themselves too close- 
ly with "anti-racism,” that taint will rub 
off on them. 2 

This criticism from certain anarchists 
is not just the Afrikaaner nightmare 
flipped upside down; there is an impor- 
tant warning in the subtly racist fear 
of these young militants. The message 
is clear: The ideological and practical 
frameworks of "anti-oppression" train- 
ings are not generating the type of re- 
sistance that will be capable of making 
any serious rupture in the long night of 
racialism. At exactly the moment when 
people need to be thinking about how 
to add some claws to their struggles, 
anti-racism declaws us. Race is a power 
in and of itself, and it must be directly 
confronted in constantly fresh and in- 
ventive ways. 

The slippery beast of whiteness has 
caught on to this "Undoing Racism" busi- 
ness and is far ahead of us, carrying on the 
business of empire and ecocide. We need to 
hit the poor fucker from different angles, 
armed with new tactics and new ideas. 

Taylor Sparrow is a longtime anti-racist 
organizer and international trouble- 
maker. He recently wrote his first 
book on race, history and educa- 
tion, A Problem of Memory, 
published by Eberhardt Press. 

Taylor currently resides in 
South Africa. Contact him at 
tfsparrow@gmail.com. 


1 Mbeki was .one 
of the key nego- 
tiators for the 
African National 
Congress during 
the "transition" 
to a majority 
government. This 
quote summa- 
rizes his message 
to the Whites on 
the other side of 
the negotiating 
table. 

2 For my part, 

I prefer to use 
the word "black" 
in the sense 
that the Black 
Consciousness 
Movement (3CM) 
in South Africa 
spoke of it; as 
that portion 

of society that 
is not only 
not white, but 
self-consciously 
wanting to 
identify itself, 
in both name 
and action, in 
opposition to 
the structures 
and ideology of 
white power. 

That is to say, 1 
reject biological 
framings of who 
is black or white, 
and reject also 
the term "people 
o? color," 
because it as- 
sumes that all 
nonwhites aspire 
to be something 
other than 
white, which 
is a dangerous 
assumption. For 
example, the 
BCM saw it as 
obvious that 
African, In- 
dian and colored 
people working 
within the police 
department or 
other branches 
of the apartheid 
government were 
quite clearly not 
"black," and I 
would certainly 
agree. 
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Identity Crisis? 


The 

Maine 

Regional 
Rendezvous 
Expl ores 

the Future of 

Earth First! 



by Fiver and Burlap 

Despite clouds of black flies and a little 
rain, the Maine Regional Rendezvous was an 
awesome success. A lot of great workshops 
and discussions took place, including one 
entitled "EF! Philosophy." The intention of 
this discussion was to talk about EFl's past, 
present and future. Looking at EFl's history, 
we identified three distinct waves of change 
in the movement, and we attempted to 
identify what changes it is going through 
now. We didn't make it to talking about 
the future, so we decided to have a second 
workshop to facilitate that discussion. These 
workshops are the focus of this article. 

Many folks felt that a lull in activity has 
led EF! to relive early adolescence, as we 
once again try to figure out who we are as 
a movement. The first workshop defined 
some unifying points within the movement. 
People spoke of working to better ourselves 
while maintaining our identity as a group 
based on deep ecology, direct action and no 
compromise in defense of Mother Earth. It 
was clear that these unifying points still de- 
fine many of us, both as individuals and as 
part of the larger Earth First! movement. We 
worked collectively to define where we've 
been, in order to work through the difficult 
times that we're in right now. 



Moosehead Lake, Maine, where the 
Regional Rendezvous took place 


In the first workshop, we also discussed 
two major trends that characterize our most 
recent identity struggles. The first trend is the 
shift from wilderness defense to more of an 
anti-infrastructure strategy. Practically speak- 
ing, this means that EF! bases are migrating 
from rural areas into cities. Theoretically 
speaking, EF! is becoming more embedded 
in anti-capitalist and anti-civilization rheto- 
ric and is losing a lot of its biocentrism. It is 
important to look critically at how this shift 
is impacting EF!. 

The second major trend we focused on 
was anti-oppression theory and practice. 
Anyone who has been to a Rendezvous or 
has opened the Journal recently is probably 
aware that there is currently a large amount 
of energy being spent on this topic. A major 
point of the discussion was how we could 
see less talk and more rock on the matter. 
Folks often ponder how EF! can grow as an 
increasingly diverse movement. But during 
our discussion, a different set of questions 
arose: How can EF!, as it is now, support a 
broader movement through campaigns like 
the Minnehaha Free State and Black Mesa? 
Based on an analysis of privilege, can we 
use our privilege as a tool and resource to 
accomplish common goals, while simultane- 
ously working through our own shit so that 
we can be better and more accessible allies? 
How can we do this and still maintain the 
unique strategic spot that Earth First! has 
historically occupied? 

During the second discussion, we ad- 
dressed other trends, including repression 
and upcoming possibilities of creating new 
free states. However, the question of wil- 
derness versus anti-infrastructure and the 
| dilemma of how to move anti-oppression 
I from theory to action are the main issues 
5 occupying and dividing the movement. It's 
| unclear exactly how to get past this, but 
hopefully reflections like these, conversa- 
tions at gatherings and the testing of new 
ideas will be helpful. 


by Steph Boston 

"Population limitation" is a 
euphemism for global social in- 
equality. Although the Earth's 
human population, as a whole, is 
exceeding the Earth's carrying ca- 
pacity, it is irresponsible to treat 
the world's population as a ho- 
mogenous unit, as deep ecologists 
so often do. Placing blame for the 
eco-crisis on undifferentiated hu- 
manity puts equal responsibility 
on white people and people of 
color, rich and poor, men and 
wimmin, and those living in the 
Global North and Global South. 
It is more justifiable to emphasize 
limiting development and con- 
sumption of resources in wealth- 
ier countries, in order to hold 
them accountable. 

Uninhibited industrial devel- 
opment, which is inseparable 
from capitalism and propagated 
by richer countries, has led to an 
unfair ecological burden on poor- 
er nations. There is no boundary 
placed around industrial develop- 
ment that respects the right of the 
natural world to its own autono- 
mous existence. The worldwide 
capitalist market has emerged 
in an already grossly unequal 
world, divided by sexism, racism 
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What's Missing from the Popular 
"Population Limitation" Theory 



and colonial expansion. Capital- 
ists go where both labor and the 
Earth's resources are cheap — pre- 
dominately in the Global South. 
There, they leave behind a trail 
of ecological devastation. Rich 
nations condemn poor nations 
for not controlling their popula- 
tion growth while keeping them 
in poverty, so they cannot have 
adequate access to empowering 
reproductive control methods. 
Radical ecofeminist Mary Mellor 
explains that unless the benefits 
of development are widely dis- 
tributed so that the incentives 
of poor countries are changed, 
this trend is expected to steadily 
increase social and economic in- 
equality. Industrial development, 
capitalism, colonialism, racism 
and patriarchy are different dom- 
inating forces with their hands 
around the throats of wimmin, 
poor people and the planet. 

Since resources are limited, it 
makes sense to focus attention 
on the consumption levels of 
richer nations rather than on 
the population numbers of the 
poorer ones. According to an 
article by environmental eth- 
ics researcher Mark Sagoff, the 
wealthiest 20 percent of the 
world's population consumes 80 


percent of goods produced by 
the Earth's resources. The US has 
only two percent of the world's 
population but consumes a 
quarter of the world's oil. Dur- 
ing their lifetime, one person in 
the US will consume 20 times as 
much of the world's resources as 
an African or Indian person. 

In the last 50 years, the US has 
consumed more energy and raw 
materials than the rest of the hu- 
man race has done in the whole 
of its history. Instead of placing 
blame on the Third and Fourth 
Worlds' population growth, those 
who consume the most should 
make the largest sacrifice. 

Humanity is not seen as a 
part of nature but an enemy of 
it. Ecologist Garret Hardin con- 
tends that the "freedom to breed 
will bring ruin to all." Hardin, 
however, is contradicting the 
very platform of the deep ecolo- 
gy movement, which states that 
the "well-being and flourishing 
of human and nonhuman life 
on Earth have value in them." 

Awareness of and accountabil- 
ity for power is crucial for the 
survival of the planet and for the 
equality of society. Who would 
get to choose whether we limit 
the population or not, and how 


would they decide who gets to 
live? If history repeats itself, it will 
be poor people and people of col- 
or who go first. Population con- 
trol could mean a gynocide for 
wimmin because they reproduce. 
Sociologist and ecofeminist Maria 
Mies has estimated that in India, 
between 1978 and 1983, 78,000 
female fetuses were aborted as a 
means of population control. 

According to Sagoff, popula- 
tion stability is correlated with a 
high standard of living, and the 
world's imbalance in population 
growth reflects the existing pat- 
tern of global inequality. We can- 
not begin to discuss how many 
people the Earth can carry unless 
we know how much they'll con- 
sume. The population limitation 
theory is racist, sexist and classist 
if we resist looking deeper into 
the sociology and environmen- 
tal degradation of consumption. 

Stephanie Boston is a pro-choice, 
pro-abortion, baby-free Earth de- 
fender who also sees the paral- 
lel need for active social justice in 
radical environmentalism. For fur- 
ther dialogue, feel free to contact 
stephanie@mountainrebel.net. 


SEEDS OF VICTORY 

WHY WE CANT SUCCEED WITHOUT A MULTIGENERATIONAL MOVEMENT 


by Rodin 

Earth First! faces a substantial barrier to cre- 
ating a sustainable movement. Our commu- 
nities suffer from a rapid turnover rate and a 
lack of diversity, including when it comes to 
age. While we regularly talk about how often 
people seem to just disappear, we fail to rec- 
ognize or discuss the qualities of our commu- 
nities that contribute to these patterns. We 
have failed to create the infrastructure and 
support that would allow people to remain 
within the movement long-term. Instead, 
our conversations tend toward the personal 
(how our actions affect other individuals) 
and the global (the large scale implications 
of our actions), while glossing over the ef- 
fects our collective choices have on our com- 
munities. Our failure to create sustainable, 
multigenerational communities is a direct 
result of the lack of priority we've given to 
support for parents and children. Choosing 
to have kids has become an environmental 
faux pas, which is not going to help our lack 
of sustainable communities. The decision 
not to reproduce needs to be considered not 
only from a personal and global perspective, 
but from a community perspective as well. 
Removing ourselves from the reproductive 
process has the unintended consequence of 
removing our communities from an entire 
facet of human existence. 

We see an example of this type of thought 
in the previous issue of the Earth First! Journal 
(see EF!f May-June 2008). Gedden Cascadia 
argues in "A Few Too Many" that choosing to 
have a vasectomy is an important and respon- 
sible decision for any male-bodied environ- 
mental activist. Surrounded by the effects of 
a world burdened by a population far beyond 
its sustainable capacity, it's easy to see where 
Gedden is coming from. However, we can- 
not oversimplify the current situation. Even 
if everyone in the Earth First! movement and 
other radical communities chose not to pro- 
create, it would not bring an end to environ- 
mental destruction. In fact, it would weaken 
the very sort of movement we are working to 
build by reinforcing a culture that does not 
register support for parents as a priority. 

The peril the Earth faces was created by 
more than an abundance of humans. More 
abstract trends — the commodification of 
nature and an absurd level of overconsump- 
tion — lie at the heart of our current situation, 


and simply decreasing the number of hu- 
mans on this planet will do little to change 
these endemic obstacles. 

In Gedden's article, we are told that adop- 
tion can be a viable alternative to creating a 
child. However, the overall tone of the ar- 
ticle implies that having children is an ex- 
perience valuable to the individual alone. 
Our communities and the ways in which 
our decisions affect them are not part of 
the equation. 

The result of our collective blindness to 
the consideration of community surrounds 
us. The homogeneity in age of those we as- 
sociate with is a prime example. In any given 
community, there may be specific excuses 
for this lack of diversity, but when looked at 
on a broader scale, it becomes clear that such 
homogeneity is endemic. In order to confront 
this pattern, we must first recognize that this 
limited age range makes it impossible to build 
a sustainable long-term movement. Diversity 
in age brings us a diversity of perspectives 
and experience levels. It gives us a new gen- 
eration to take on our struggle, and it creates 
space for us to move on to a different stage 
of our lives while remaining active and ef- 
fective members of the movement. We will 
neither remain young forever nor desire our 
current lifestyles forever. Whether train hop- 
ping and transient or settled with children, 
there are infinite lifestyles that individuals 
can take on while being valuable members 
of Earth First!. Yet only a small portion of 
those lifestyles are currently supported and 
accepted by our communities. 

The majority of people entering our com- 
munities are young adults drawn to radical 
ideas because they have experienced first- 
hand how incredibly sick mainstream soci- 
ety is. Their disillusionment and frustration 
at the dominant culture can be powerful 
motivators. However, because they didn't 
grow up surrounded by a given radical com- 
munity, there is less incentive for them to 
remain within it. The all too obvious result 
is the high turnover experienced in Earth 
First! and other radical communities. Many 
have commented that the Rendezvous have 
few familiar faces from year to year. It's 
tough to work on any sort of long-term 
project or to develop a strong community 
when people don't stick around. We find 
ourselves repeating the same conversations 
for years because the majority of people in 


the discussion only recently appeared, and 
there aren't enough people from before to 
pass on collective memories and ideas. Be- 
cause of this, it is impossible to make large, 
consensual changes about the direction we 
want the movement to be headed in or to 
sustain an effective campaign, which can 
take years if not decades. 

Compare our movement to struggles where 
those fighting side by side have been togeth- 
er for their entire lives and their communi- 
ties have carried on for generations. Such 
communities have more similar goals and a 
greater investment in remaining united. Our 
communities are composed mainly of peo- 
ple who only found one another once they 
were more or less fully developed, so there is 
a distinct lack of this type of solidarity and 
sense of personal investment. Couple this 
with the fact that the majority of our com- 
munities fall painfully short when it comes 
to supporting folks once they've decided to 
settle down or have children, and the reason 
so few people stick around in the long term 
becomes undeniably clear. 

We are stuck in a rut, and to remove our- 
selves from this rut, we must begin to accept a 
wider range of lifestyle choices, including the 
decision to have kids. Changing our culture 
requires not simply raising consciousness but 
actively building support systems. For exam- 
ple, we must develop communal child care. 
If we put more effort into creating a culture 
that cares for children and helps them de- 
velop, we can introduce them to an alterna- 
tive to the dominant culture before they have 
been shaped by it. Not only will this save 
the children we interact with from years of 
vague dissatisfaction and misery, it will give 
us stronger, more robust social cohesion. 

We have ignored our communities and 
their needs for long enough. We will never 
be able to create a true threat to those in 
power so long as we do not have unity and 
stability in our movement, and we will not 
have that until we place a greater focus on 
supporting all members of our communi- 
ties. Creating the infrastructure for a multi- 
generational movement needs to become a 
priority. As a movement, we have much on 
our side. But in order to win, we have got 
to stop jumping from a personal to a global 
mindframe, and instead begin thinking of 
our decisions and actions in relation to our 
communities. 
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A Plan of Action to Disrupt 
the DNC and Resist False Choices 


The 
Greenest 
Conven- 
tion Ever 
and 
Other Lies 
From the 
Democrats 


by Unconventional Denver 

A Qthe ecological crisis deepens and the effects 
xiuof climate change become increas- 
ingly visible, those who benefit from the 
exploitation of the Earth have been mak- 
ing a concerted effort to put on a caring, 
gentle face. Words like "sustainability" and 
"conservation" are now being used by car 
companies, producers of harmful chemicals, 
agribusinesses and other benefactors of envi- 
ronmental catastrophe. It should come as no 
surprise that just as General Motors produc- 
es commercials touting its forward-thinking 
solutions to the energy crisis, the Democrat- 
ic Party is planning to host the "greenest" 
convention ever in Denver, Colorado, this 
August. 

Grandiose plans are in the works to make 
the Democratic National Convention (DNC) 
a "green convention." Volunteers are busy 
screwing in energy-efficient light bulbs at 
the Pepsi Center and planting bioregionally 
appropriate gardens outside the convention 
to greet the delegates. Organizers have ap- 
pointed a carbon advisor and are pushing 
carbon offsets on all the delegates to negate 
the impacts of their lavish parties and travel 
to the convention. The DNC committee is 
keen on putting forth a green image to the 
public in order to brand itself the "environ- 
mentally friendly" party. 

Of course, this is just a greenwashing ploy 
to make the Democrats appear "green" while 
masking their environmentally devastating 
policies. The Democrats are still funded by 
large corporations profiting from the pil- 
lage of our planet, and they still support 
backward environmental policies that do 
nothing to stop the tide of environmental 
destruction and global warming. Claiming 
to be global-warming savvy, they support 
false technology like clean coal, corn etha- 
nol and nuclear power, while pushing off 
emissions reduction to the future. Further- 
more, they refuse to stop the plunder of the 
land by oil, logging and mining companies. 
This Summer, we will stand up to their gre- 
enwashing campaign. 

Unconventional Action, a network of an- 
archists and anti-authoritarians organizing 
around this Summer's political conventions, 
is calling for all people concerned with the 
state of our planet (that means you!) to hit 
the streets and counter the Democrats’ false 
environmental messages through creative 


direct action and the demonstration of real 
alternatives. The whole world will be watch- 
ing this political theater, and we cannot af- 
ford to let them be taken in by the deceptive 
policies of the Democrats. Below is a daily 
schedule of events and actions planned by 
Unconventional Denver that address a wide 
spectrum of injustices and inequalities sup- 
ported by the Democrats. 

End All Occupations March f August 24 

The issues of climate change, deforesta- 
tion and environmental plights are rooted 
in the land. The occupation and theft of 
land both abroad and domestically is inte- 
grally linked to both ongoing wars and the 
destruction of the Earth. The Democratic 
candidates acknowledge neither this nor the 
government's colonial relationships to land 
and the indigenous peoples whose home the 
land is. Much of the anti-war left is focusing 
its energy on the Democrats, hoping they 
will cave in to mounting pressure to end 
the war in Iraq. This is a great opportunity 
to further the connections currently being 
made between war and warming, between 
occupation and indigenous rights, between 
the billions spent on war abroad and the de- 
funding of social services. 

Freedom March j August. 25, Morning 

On the first day of the convention, we will 
be marching to the federal courthouse to de- 
mand freedom for the many political pris- 
oners currently incarcerated for their acts in 
defense of animals, fellow human beings and 
the Earth. We're working hard to frame this 
action to both illuminate the terrible fact that 
so many freedom fighters and ecodefenders 
are behind bars, and also to build the 
capacity of those on the outside to 
provide the most effective prison 
solidarity possible. 

No Business as Usual j 
August 25, Evening 

The first of two higher-en- 
ergy actions is planned for the 
opening night of the convention. 

On this night, we’re calling on clus- 
ters, affinity groups and individuals 
to take action against fundraising 
events, delegate parties, restaurant 
outings and the corporations that are 
using the DNC to sweeten their posi- 
tion with the party. 


While many of these actions must be de- 
veloped as events are scheduled — which 
can be mere weeks or even days before they 
actually take place — people can still prepare 
ahead ofi^ime by scouting out the areas of 
Denver where actions will most likely oc- 
cur. Restaurants, hotel lobbies, theaters and 
other mid-size venues are likely hosts of 
these events, which creates opportunities 
for more subversive actions and infiltration, 
as well as over-the-top theatrical actions. If 
folks talk within their affinity groups about 
what type of action they would like to carry 
out, we can scout out the event that will 
best fit your action. 

No More Walls | August 26, Morning 

Expect a historic convergence of Latinos, 
Chicanos, immigrants and allies under the 
call, "No more walls!" No matter who be- 
comes president, we know they plan on 
continuing the attack on immigrants and 
supporting the mantra of free trade. We will 
march to smash all walls and all borders. 

We Vote No! { August 26, Afternoon 

In the late afternoon, delegates will be 
going through the ceremonial motions of 
nominating Barak Obama. We reject this 
false choice, opting instead to take agency 
and create change ourselves. We will dis- 
rupt this spectacle by blocking the flow of 
delegates to the Pepsi Center. This is a time 
to get creative with blockades, theatrics and 
other actions. 

No Warming! j August 27 

Unconventional Denver is calling for a 
wide range of autonomous actions on this 
day, targeting the Democrats and their 
cronies. Whether it be shutting down Earth- 
destroying corporations (such as ExxonMobil, 
Xcel, Newmont Mining or Halliburton), 
targeting the Democrats who accept their 
money, or creating and demonstrating viable 
alternatives, come with creative plots 
and plans for a day of action against 
environmental devastation. 
Unconventional Denver is working 
with the People's LawPro ject 
and the Colorado Street 
Medics to ensure that all 
actions, regardless of what 
form of your resistance 
takes, are supported and 
protected. 

See you in August! 

For more information , 
*** contact unconventional 
denver@riseup.net; www. 
dncdisruption 08 .org. 



Everything for Everyone: 
A Small Demand 


Call for 
an Anti- 
Capitalist 
Force at 
the DNC 
Protests 



1VT AUGUST 2/i ’ 28 < the ruling elite and their 
\J IN defenders will converge in Denver, 

Colorado, in an attempt to recuperate the 
gains of global social movements and pro- 
duce another myth of progress. Lip service 
to global warming, the economic crisis 
and the war will endow them with the magic to spread amnesia 
across the hearts and minds of North America. In an ironic destruc- 
tion of illusions, those who manage statecraft will make material the 
wet dreams of the politicians that haunt such movements — pitting 
anti-racist struggles and feminism against each other in a battle for 
political power. Behind the closed doors of the Pepsi Center, history 
will continue — and as predicted, it will be banal and terrifying. 

Outside those doors, however, so many will exclaim, smash and 
sing a harmonious "no." 

We have little time for poetry; we have little patience for progress. 
We will go home to our communities after this Summer, and it is in 
our communities that the effects of the broadening ecological crisis, 
the crash of the economy and the implementation of security-as- 
a-way-of-life will take hold. Whether it is the right wing of capital 
or the left wing of capital, capitalism will continue to structure our 
lives and dissolve every inch of autonomy we carve out. 


To the contrary of the common narrative of defeat and despair, we 
notice that it is also in these communities that our affect takes hold. 
It is within these circuits of support — both material and emotion- 
al — that we produce ourselves as powerful. We go to the Democratic 
National Convention in Denver, and to the Republican National 
Convention in Minnesota's Twin Cities with this epiphany in mind. 

EVERYTHING FOR EVERYONE: A SMALL DEMAND 
On the evening of August 25, the night of the Democratic Party's 
fundraising events, we will manifest ourselves not as a focus group 
but as a force: against capitalism and in solidarity with those who 
fight against policing on a daily basis (in memory of Paul Childs 
and Frank Lobato, both murdered by the Denver police); against the 
destruction of the planet; and for our own needs for a total transfor- 
mation of society. At 6 p.m., gather as a Black Bloc at Civil Center 
Park in downtown Denver. Wear black tops and blue denim bot- 
toms. Bring flags and banners. Be materially prepared. We do not 
seek a mere march against capitalism but rather a communication 
mechanism to inquire of others a modest question: "We want every- 
thing. Do you?" 

For the destruction of capitalism and the state, 

— A precarious workers' council of Unconventional Action, and com- 
rades from the West Coast, Northwest, Southwest, Midwest, Southeast, 
East Coast, the UK, and Europe 
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GOP CONVENTION ORGANIZERS PROCLAIM: 
"This Year's RNC Will Be the Greenest Ever" 




AS PER THE 
REQUEST 
OF PRENC 
ATTENDEES, 
WE'VE DIVIDED 
DOWNTOWN 
ST. PAUL INTO 
SECTORS 
BASED ON ITS 
TOPOGRAPHY. 


THE MOTIVATION OF MAPPING SECTORS WAS TO 
PROVIDE REASONABLY SIZED AREAS IN WHICH VAR- 
IOUS GROUPS COULD START TO PLAN 3S ACTIONS, 
WITH THE IDEA THAT THEY COULD COORDINATE 
AMONG THEMSELVES WITHIN THESE SECTORS. 


LET'S ADD 
THE BLACK 

by the RNC Welcoming Committee 

Over last years' Labor Day weekend, anar- 
chists and anti-authoritarians from all over 
the occupied US gathered in Minnesota's 
Twin Cities to discuss the 2008 Republican 
National Convention (RNC) and hash out a 
framework for anarchist resistance. Through 
a consensus process, attendees developed a 
three-tiered strategy for denying delegates 
access to the RNC. 

This same process happened again in the 
Twin Cities over the real Labor Day weekend 
for a pReNC 5.3. The May 3 meeting was a 
spokescouncil of sorts, where we evaluated 
our plans and tier strengths, and where we 
all realized that folks are actively and seri- 
ously committed to blockading the RNC. 

In light of all this organizing and anarchist 
participation, you might wonder: Why the 
RNC? More specifically, how will the RNC 
protests benefit the radical environmental 
movement? How will blockading the con- 
vention directly confront the systems that 
pillage and destroy our shared planet? 

Radical Environmentalism 
Must Be Visible 

Although the RNC Welcoming Committee 
(RNCWC) is focused on a specific event, we 
hope that our work transcends the conven- 
tion by contributing to the development: of 
anti-authoritarian movements and mutual- 
aid networks, both locally and globally. The 
Earth First! movement and the broader radi- 
cal environmental milieu stand to benefit 
from participation in the RNC protests. 

As people all over the world begin to speak 
out against global warming, the RNC pres- 
ents a great opportunity to demonstrate 
alternatives to both lobbying and voting 
for environmental action. "Environmental 
concerns" are at the forefront of not only 
the liberal agenda but also that of the GOP. 
Republicans are seeking to capitalize on the 
very destruction that they have wrought 
and are billing this year's convention as the 
"greenest ever." In a political climate where 
even the most blatant perpe- 
trators of ecological violence 
claim to care about the fu- 
ture of this planet, it is es- 


sential that radicals step forward and offer 
an alternative. 

Let's Show Them Our Skills 

This Summer is perfect for spotlighting 
true ecodefense. A free state in Indiana, as 
well as some of the most inspiring treesits 
in recent memory, may well endure as the 
battle in the Twin Cities goes down. Let's 
make this RNC a tribute to those projects. 
Achieving a victory in St. Paul will raise the 
spirits of everyone fighting local battles and 
hopefully precipitate many more struggles. 
Just as EFlers and other eco-anarchist types 
were at the forefront of the anti-globaliza- 
tion struggles at the end of the 20th century, 
we again have an opportunity to make radi- 
cal environmental struggles visible, relevant 
and challenging. 

Blockading is something that we have 
put a lot of energy into over the past couple 
of decades, thanks to the efforts of EF! 
and EFNrelated actions. The World Trade 
Organization protest of 1999 was successful 
in no small part due to Earth Firstlers 
bringing proven techniques and skills from 
the forests into the city. This means we have 
a lot of experience and technical know- 
how to apply to this sort of situation, and 
we have a chance to share those skills with 
folks just beginning a path of struggle. It's 
a strategically prudent choice to identify 
the skills — like blockading — that we have 
and to use them where they're most fitting. 
Our movement suffers from being small and 


stretched thin, so focusing on our strengths 
is simply a more efficient use of our energy. 
The RNC is a great opportunity to engage 
in collective direct action within a robust 
social network 

Pick Your Tactic, Pick your Target 

Calling for blockades sets a radical tone 
for September 1, without dictating the spe- 
cific forms of resistance that people engage 
in. Anything from a lockdown to a pile of 
gathered materials, from a theatrical perfor- 
mance in an intersection to a good old-fash- 
ioned traffic jam will help create the desired 
effect. The more diverse the actions, the less 
likely the cops will be prepared to deal with 
them all. The other benefit of a blockading 
strategy is that every group can chose its 


own theme or message (e.g. a bike blockade 
to promote sustainable transportation or a 
heaping compost pile in the street). Small 
affinity groups could also capitalize on the 
effects of a police force stretched thin to tar- 
get environmental enemies (of which there 
are many!) in the area. 

Strategic Framework 

We came out of the May 3 strategizing ses- 
sion with ideas for the next three months. 
These involve regional organizing around a 
plan called Swarm, Seize, Stay (3S). Swarm, 
Seize, Stay is a simple mantra for September 
1 and a big picture to direct all of our col- 
lective energies toward. Basically, 3S means: 
Move into/around downtown St. Paul via 
swarms of varying sizes, from multiple direc- 
tions and with diverse tactical intentions. 
Seize space through both hard (e.g., lock- 
boxes) and soft (e.g., congestion), fixed and 
mobile blockading methods. Stay engaged 
with the situation in downtown St. Paul as 
long as necessary; you may move from loca- 
tion to location, but don't jump ship. Bear in 
mind that the ultimate goal is to deny access 
to as many people entering the Xcel Energy 
Center as possible. 

The city will be divided up into sectors 
that different groups or regional bodies can 
commit to holding or organizing within. 
Right now, organizing is happening all over 
the country, primarily through networks of 
autonomous groups like Unconventional 
Action and regionally-oriented groups like 


Northeast Anarchist Network. Many Stu- 
dents for a Democratic Society chapters and 
anti-war groups have also begun to orga- 
nize around this model. In addition to the 
need for further participation in these ef- 
forts, there remains the potential for other 
organizing bodies and models to emerge be- 
tween now and September. Do it your way, 
but do it. 

Direct Opposition 

The most direct way to oppose this dog- 
and-pony show is just to stop it. Stopping 
the convention won’t stop the election, 
but it throws a big fuckin' wrench in the 
GOP’s public relations machine, and the 
GOP needs that machine to survive. We rec- 
ognize that the RNC is purely ceremonial, 
so what if the protests are a ceremony as 
well — one that ushers in a new age of di- 
rect action and real sustainability, instead 
of passivity and green corporations. A new 
reality will not emerge by simply stopping 
the four-day spectacle of the RNC. But the 
new skills that we teach, learn and put into 
practice here will allow us to return to our 
communities stronger, smarter and more 
empowered. The RNCWC is committed to 
providing infrastructure and facilitating 
the local organizing work for the demos. 
We will also be hosting an action camp 
in southern Minnesota, the first weekend 
of August. More information about that is 
forthcoming. 

For more inforomation, visit www. 
nomc.org; www.unconventionalaction.org; 
www.protestrnc2008.org; actioncamp08. 
wordpress.com. 

The RNC Welcoming Committee loves to ride 
their bikes and grow their own food. When not 
plotting against Republicans, they engage in a 
slew of activities, from supporting political pri- 
soners to running autonomous spaces. They love 
Minnesota, and they look forward to seeing you 
when you visit in September. 
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taking out 

the garbage 


What 
dr you 
do when 
green 
capitalism 
tells you 
to shut 
up? 


us have succumbed 
at some point to the allure of 
"green" products. It's the choco- 
late that claims to stop climate 
change, the coffee that claims to 
stop rainforest destruction. At a 
time when things seem so fright- 
eningly hopeless, along come 
the snake oil peddlers to alleviate 
our fears. They say, "Worried that 
we've changed the chemistry 
of the atmosphere for the next 
thousand years? If you just buy 
our product, it will all go away!" 
And we do, because things seem 
to keep getting worse. People are 
not rising up and destroying the 
electrical grid, so why not give 
green capitalism a shot? 

For a decade, Honest Tea has 
marketed products that make 
you feel tingly inside. It produc- 
es teas that somehow build com- 
munity or help the Crow Nation 
by stealing a recipe from them. 
And it's all organic! Tea can do 
the things that you aspire to do, 
better than you can. 

To decrease its energy con- 
sumption, Honest Tea switched 
some of its containers from glass 
to plastic. The argument is that 
because plastic is light, it takes 
less fossil fuel to cart it around 
the country. Of course, this in- 
tentionally overlooks the actual 



no indication that ecological 
collapse has slowed because of 
carbon offsets or green gadgets. 
Are we willing to live in a world 
with LEED-certified skyscrapers 
and certified-sustainable log- 
ging? We are not just consumers 
running into recycled traps. We 
are people who understand our 
own power. 

The entire system is flawed. 
We know this. When I see gre- 
enwash, I ask myself, "Does this 
help me reconnect to the rest of 
the living world? Does this help 
me appreciate the complexity 
and beauty of all life? Does this 
stop the destruction dead in its 
tracks? Does this begin to heal 
the massive bleeding cuts in the 
Earth that this company/prod- 
uct has made?" If the answer to 
these questions is no, that prod- 
uct or company is still violating 
the planet. It is up to us to un- 
mask these corporate liars. 

Potential greenwash targets 
stand out like fake neon grass 
on a stripmine site. Below are 
some examples. 

"Toxic Waste Is Good for You": 
This is the greenwash campaign 
from corporations that are al- 
ready on our shit list. This is 
when landfills market them- 
selves as wildlife refuges or SUV 
makers talk about electric cars. 



"make nanotechnology safer." 
The Natural Resources Defense 
Council has been working with 
the Grammys and the Oscars to 
make those ceremonies green. 
The Oscars are one of the most 
watched events in the country. 
An action there would have a 
massive impact. 

Green Conventions: Universities, 
corporations and governments 
are hosting an ever-growing 
number of conventions where 
biotech, biofuels, carbon trading 
and nuclear energy are being ped- 
aled. These conventions should 
become focal points for mass ac- 
tions. All the regular tactics for 
conventions can be used: locking 
speakers out of buildings, or dis- 
ruptions with pies, costumes and 
balloons. Recently, Thomas Fried- 
man was pied during a speech 
glorifying corporate environ- 
mentalism at Brown University. 
We could also work with student 
groups to cancel university fund- 
ing of these things or at least hold 
them accountable. 

Green business conventions, 
with all the green scum under 
one roof, offer an opportunity to 
cause chaos. Banner drops, pho- 
ny awards ceremonies and flying 
pies seem like good ways to start. 
In my community, North Caro- 
lina State University shelled out 



the top then, making it an ideal 
day for smaller local actions. Next 
year, Earth Day could be a day of 
action similar to Fossil Fools' Day. 
For more greenwashed conferenc- 
es, check out www.greenbiz.com. 

Green Companies Owned by Evil 
Masters: At this point, most of 
the small green businesses that 
pioneered this niche have been 
bought out by multinationals 
with blood on their hands. A 
good example of this is Burt's 
Bees getting bought by Clorox. 
After Ben and Jerry's got bought 
up by Unilever, it shut down 
some of its factories and laid 
off workers. These companies 
should be unmasked so that peo- 
ple realize that they are not the 
small businesses they once were 
but rather deceptive green arms 
of corporations that make most 
of their money from the destruc- 
tion of the planet. 

Fighting greenwashing is dif- 
ferent than defending moun- 
tains and forests. It is hard to 
lock oneself to an idea or slash 
a media campaign's tires. It re- 
quires being humorous, honest 
and creative. But since we are all 
of these, let's be the native weed 
at their biofuel farm! 

Attila thinks that green capital- 
ists can best contribute to ecological 
renewal by pushing up daisies. 



problems with plastic. These 
bottles will more than likely 
make their way to the ocean, 
where they will choke whales 
and other sea life. After the 
whale's carcass has decomposed 
on the beach, the bottle will re- 
turn to the ocean, where it will 
continue killing sea life for eter- 
nity. For eternity. 

How is Honest Tea's switch 
from glass to plastic supposed 
to help make life on the planet 
better? It saves Honest Tea some 
money by reducing its fuel costs. 
Honest Tea, like the rest of the 
green capitalists, has found a way 
to profit, make people feel good 
(and pacified) and kick the planet 
in the stomach while it's down. 
Coca-Cola recently bought 40 
percent of Honest Tea, so now 
that tingly feeling you get from 
drinking organic, wind-powered 
tea will make a nefarious corpo- 
ration even richer. 

These corporate and govern- 
mental ideas of sustainability 
narrow our options and distract 
us from real change. There is 


It's the same shit, just packaged 
differently. Recently, Rising Tide 
North America (RTNA) folks vis- 
ited Jim Rogers and built a green 
power plant in his front yard. 
Rising Tide UK folks successfully 
got Shell to drop its sponsorship 
of a wildlife photography con- 
test meant to cover up its part 
in ecocidal oil spills. Billboard 
alterations are a good strategy as 
well. The point here is to make 
people see that these corpora- 
tions have not changed their 
ways and have no real intention 
of doing so. 

Green Awards Ceremonies: Insti- 
tutions and big NGOs regularly 
give "green" awards to shady 
characters. It's important to dis- 
credit both the NGOs and the 
corporations whose asses they 
are kissing. Specifically, Environ- 
mental Defense loves to work 
alongside corporations, in order 
to cast the corporation as green 
and Environmental Defense as 
cooperative. Recently, it has been 
working with Wal-Mart to sav£ 
energy and with DuPont to 



money from its "sustainability" 
fund to have the CEO of Duke 
Energy, which is building a new 
coal power station, talk about cli- 
mate change. Folks from RTNA 
and Earth First! attempted to give 
CEO Jim Rogers an award for cli- 
mate change. Unfortunately, the 
police were ready for us, but we 
managed to drop a banner. Next 
time, we will return with more 
people and cause a ruckus out- 
side the convention. 

Imagine a scene of riot cops pro- 
tecting so-called green conven- 
tions from radical eco-activists. 
These are not meetings they want 
to have in secret. The whole thing 
is a publicity stunt. If we can give 
green conventions a black eye, 
they will stop spewing this non- 
sense. Some examples: There is 
a "Greening Government" Con- 
ference in Flagstaff, Arizona, on 
July 25. Later this Fall, there is the 
National Green Builders Expo in 
Las Vegas, Nevada (really? Las Ve- 
gas? green building?), on October 
15. Earth Day just passed, but all 
the green scum seems to float to 


from top left: a compact floure- 
cent lightbulb , a hybrid SUV, Honest Tea 
in a plastic bottle, a banner drop, a pie 
ready to be thrown and a monkey wrench 
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May Day 2008: 

A Small Sampling of Actions 

•Olympia, Washington: Anarchists broke 
away from a permitted march in order to at- 
tack the state capitol and various banks in 
celebration of May Day. Bank of America — 
known for its involvement with compa- 
nies that fund mountaintop removal — was 
among the banks targeted and had several 
windows smashed. Protesters also occupied 
the capitol building, disrupting government 
work for several hours and leaving behind 
graffiti messages. A total of six arrests were 
made throughout the day. 

•Santa Cruz, California: Windows were 
smashed at a McDonalds. Also, at midnight, 
ATMs were attacked across the city in soli- 
darity with those arrested in Olympia. 

•New York, New York: Banks, real estate 
offices and other businesses were graffitied, 
and several windows were broken. 

•Mexico City, Mexico: Hundreds of anar- 
chists marched in observance of May Day. 

•Bogota, Colombia: Several banks were at- 
tacked and had their windows smashed. 

•Medellin, Colombia: Protesters attacked 
and overturned an armored truck. 

•Valparaiso, Chile: Anti-capitalist riot- 
ers built and defended barricades in the 
city's streets. 

•Santiago, Chile: Protesters destroyed 
state property, and attacked police and ar- 
mored vehicles. 

•Seoul, South Korea: Students held an anti- 
government march and clashed with police. 

•Ankara, Turkey: Demonstrators fought 
with riot police. Police responded with 
chemical weapons, sending at least one 
demonstrator to the hospital. 

•Istanbul, Turkey: Unionists and anar- 
chists fought street battles with police dur- 
ing an unpermitted May Day observance. 

•Moscow, Russia: Thousands came out to 
protest rising food prices and were joined by 
a dancing band of anarchists. 

•Hamburg, Germany: Anti-fascists re- 
sponded to a neo-Nazi march, blocking 
train lines and roads. Anarchists and au- 
tonomists burned and trashed more than 
a doze:. neo-Nazi vehicles. Twenty police 
officers were reported injured, and 250 pro- 
testers were detained. 

•Zurich, Switzerland: Anarchists broke 
from the main march, trashing businesses 
and banks. 

•Lausanne, Switzerland: Hundreds of an- 
archists marched through downtown and 
smashed several windows, including those 
of a McDonald's. 

•Madrid, Spain: About 25,000 people 
marched through the city, including mem- 
bers of anarchist trade unions. 

Saboteurs Light It Up at 
Construction Site in New Zealand 

Saboteurs caused $750,000 of damage to 
machinery owned by Blackley Construction 
in New Zealand. In addition, low-intensity 
acts of arson and vandalism have successful- 
ly stalled the construction of luxury homes 
on the Manawatu River. 

According to Blackley operations manager 
Kevin Bush, a recently burned drill caused 
major setbacks. "We can't afford to lose this 


sort of machinery, so it's likely we will have 
to just pack up sites like this and take the 
gear home each night. The transport costs 
and time will just have to be tacked on." 

ALF Releases 40 Mink in Oregon, 
Destroys Breeding Records 

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) re- 
leased approximately 40 blue iris mink from 
the breeding stock at Jefferson Fur Farm in 
Oregon. The ALF permanently destroyed 
breeding records and issued a warning to the 
owners through a communique: "Tear down 
this death camp. If you don't, we'll back to 
finish the job.... To others concerned with 
the well-being of fellow living beings... go 
vegan.... We want to make it clear that we 
are not intimidated by the state's continued 
witch hunt against the Earth and animal lib- 
eration movements. For every liberator you 
throw in prison, there will be two more to 
take her place." 

ELF Threatens Australia and 
New Zealand Banking Group 

Mike Smith, the CEO of the Australia and 
New Zealand Banking Group, received a let- 
ter at his $ 10-million Melbourne mansion 
in early May. The letter states that his prop- 
erty will not remain safe as long as his com- 
pany continues financing the Gunns Tamar 
Valley Pulp Mill in Tasmania (see EF!] May- 
June 2007). Later that evening, numerous 
vegan pizzas were delivered and billed to 
the mansion. 

The pulp mill is a multimillion-dollar 
forestry operation intending to cut some 
4.5 million tons of old growth for paper 
production. 

Staples Reaps the Whirlwind for 
Animal Abuse 

Saboteurs burned Staples trucks and van- 
dalized stores in the San Diego and Ventura 
counties of California. According to com- 
muniques, Staples — the largest office supply 
retailer in the US — is under attack for selling 
Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), an animal- 
testing company, office supplies. Following 
the fire-bombings of the Staples trucks, two 
Staples office supply stores had their win- 
dows etched, their locks glued, red paint 
tossed along their entrances and "Drop HLS" 
scrawled across their front. These acts con- 
tribute to a larger campaign that has crip- 
pled HLS in more than 22 countries around 
the world. 

Blue Ridge Earth First! Blockades 
Dominion Power Headquarters 

Early on the morning of April 15, Blue 
Ridge EF! blockaded the entrance to Domin- 
ion Power's James River headquarters in 
Richmond, Virginia. In opposition to Do- 
minion's proposed coal-fired power plant, 
three people locked down for approximately 
one hour. 

The proposed coal plant would release 4.5 
million tons of carbon dioxide annually and 
emit 49 pounds of mercury into the air and 
water. Blue Ridge EF! maintains that there is 
no such thing as clean coal, and will con- 
tinue to fight Dominion Power and all the 
"clean coal” initiatives of the new coal rush. 



May Day, Hamburg, Germany 



On May Day, in New York City, a Bedford Avenue real 
estate office's windows were smashed. 
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DNA Sampling to Bolster Feds’ Database 

Those convicted of crimes are often forced 
to submit DNA to federal databases. How- 
ever, on April 16, the Department of Justice 
announced that federal agencies will now 
collect DNA samples from people arrested or 
detained. A total of roughly 1.2 million DNA 
samples could be added to the federal crimi- 
nal database each year, with about 140,000 
of them coming from federal arrestees and 
the rest from people detained for being in 
the country illegally. 

The authority for the FBI to expand the 
collection of DNA samples was granted by 
Congress in a little-noticed amendment 
to the Violence Against Women Act in 
January 2006. 

Those not eventually convicted may re- 
quest that their sample, already filed, be re- 
moved from the database. 

Sea Shepherd Ship Seized 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society's 
(SSCS) ship the Farley Mowat was illegally 
boarded by the Canadian coast guard on 
April 12. The crew and the Dutch-registered 
yacht were seized by armed coast guard ves- 
sels as they cruised international waters, 
documenting violations of humane regula- 
tions during Canada's seal hunt. 

After the seizure, the Canadian govern- 
ment confiscated documentation of the seal 
slaughter, and brought charges against the 
captain and first mate of the Farley Mowat 
for approaching within one-half of a nautical 
mile of a seal fisher without a government- 
issued observation license. The captain was 
also charged with hindering a fishery official. 

As of June 1 5, the Farley Mowat still has not 
been released by Canada. It is being held for 
$50,000, but SSCS refuses to pay a ransom 
for its release, instead billing the Canadian 
government $1,000 for every day the Farley 
Mowat is unlawfully held. 

New Sanctions on Animal Rights Speech 

On April 17, legislation sponsored by the 
University of Califomia-Santa Cruz made it 
punishable to publicize information about 
animal researchers attached to academic, 
nonprofit and commercial laboratories. Lim- 
iting access to this once-public information 
is meant to keep animal rights activists from 
targeting individual researchers. 

According to animal rights attorney Chris- 
tine Garcia, the government has the right 
to restrict the timing, placement or manner 


of speech. However, this legislation limits 
speech for its content and is therefore un- 
constitutional. 

Those publishing or distributing informa- 
tion about researchers will now be subject to 
injunctions and claims for damages. 

Wyoming May Be Sold for Coal 

The federal government is proposing to 
begin leasing out more of Wyoming's Pow- 
der River Basin for open-pit coal mining. The 
2.5 billion tons of coal extracted from new 
mines would produce 12 trillion pounds of 
greenhouse gases. The basin already supplies 
40 percent of the coal used by the US. 

The grasslands of the Powder River Basin 
are home to deer, antelope, bald and golden 
eagles, black-tailed prairie dogs, swift foxes, 
leopard frogs and many others. 

This proposal is up for a vote at the end of 
the year. 



The Clandestine Insurgent Rebel 
Clown Army on Fossil Fools' Day 


Activist Clowns in Trouble 

Police in Edinburgh, Scotland, have begun 
hassling environmental campaigners and 
others, including the Edinburgh Clandes- 
tine Insurgent Rebel Clown Army (CIRCA). 
CIRCA is one of the many groups that took 
action on April 1, for Fossil Fools' Day (see 
EF!f May-June 2008). 

Early in the morning of March 28, three 
environmentalists were dragged out of bed for 
questioning. The harassment continued when 
five people from CIRCA were detained at an April 
15 demonstration against biofuels, questioned 
and ultimately charged with committing 
a "breach of the peace." In the meantime, 
police unsuccessfully attempted to bribe 
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An arctic grayling, one of 55 endangered 
species that CBD is suing the USFWS over 


environmental activists for information about 
past and future Edinburgh demonstrations. 

On May 18, about 100 people held a lively 
march through the streets of Edinburgh, to 
protest this harassment and the poor treat- 
ment of those in police custody. 

Political Interference Prevents 
Species Recovery 

On June 5, the Center for Biological Diver- 
sity (CBD) reached a settlement with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) regarding 
f the protection of critical habitat for the ar- 
•| royo toad. The USFWS must now create a 
3 new proposal for critical habitat by October 
2009, with a decision to be put into motion 
by October 2010. 

This was the conclusion of one of several 
lawsuits the CBD has brought against the 
USFWS in late 2007, for harming 55 endan- 
gered species and cutting more than 8.5 mil- 
lion acres of wildlife habitat. The rollbacks 
have resulted from the Bush administration's 
continued appointment of corrupt officials 
to federal agencies responsible for upholding 
the Endangered Species Act. 

One such official, former Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Interior Julie MacDonald, 
resigned last year after an investigation into 
her political interference, which included is- 
suing informal policies limiting the designa- 
tion of critical habitat to only the small area 
in which a species was found and delisting 
species that had not yet reached the goals of 
their recovery plan. 




continued from page 1 
Without a doubt, 
there is space for 
those who want to join the battle but cannot make it to the front- 
lines. Energy is surging back into the anti-I-69 corporate campaign, 
with Gohmann as the target. In early February, Gohmann was award- 
ed the contract for demolition and clearing of the first two miles 
of the proposed route, and in early April, it was contracted for the 
construction of 1-69 in that same area. We are calling upon all those 
interested and inspired to take creative actions that make Gohmann 
feel your bitter distaste for this highway. 

The fight is just beginning. We must work hard to kill 1-69 before 
it spirals out of control. International trade infrastructure projects, 
such as 1-69, are key to implementing the vision of the Free Trade 
Area of the Americas — the vision of the exploitation and destruction 


of people and nature from Canada to Argentina. When we defeat 
this project and ones similar to it, we will have dealt a serious blow 
to the workings of neoliberal capitalism. Join us in standing up with 
the people of Canada, Mexico, and Central and South America in 
saying "no" to international trade infrastructure. Join us in working 
to protect the plants and animals that live in the path of these hid- 
eous projects. Join us in stopping 1-69! 


Update: At 7 a.m. on June 20, 25 police officers from three different 
agencies arrived to evict the treesit. Two protesters, the only ones in 
the trees at the time of the officers' arrival, were forcibly removed 
from the sit with little regard for their safety. Despite this, the fight 
against 1-69 continues. 

For more information, contact roadblockef@yahoo.com; 
stopi69.wordpress.com. 
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Mobilize THIS! 


by Scott Parkin 

Companies like Bank of Amer- 
ica, Citi, Dominion Resources, 
Duke Energy and Dynegy are 
all getting the sharp end of the 
direct action stick from various 
groups and networks around the 
country. From coast to coast, 
groups like Mountain Justice 
Summer (MJS), Rainforest Ac- 
tion Network (RAN) and Rising 
Tide are organizing widespread 
resistance to the coal sector. This 
Spring, we've coupled actions at 
corporate America's most high- 
profile shareholders' meetings 
with our long-term campaigning 
and direct action strategies. 

These annual general meetings 
(AGMs) are the companies' most 
public points of decision. They 
put their greenwashed public 
images on display, and we shine 
searing lights to expose their hei- 
nous deeds. These corporations 
are vulnerable to pressure cam- 
paigns. They have to respond to 
challenges to the pillars of their 
supremacy: their brand name, 
their consumer base and their 
shareholders. 

AGMs are a point of interven- 
tion at which we can destabilize 
those pillars. 

You Can't Bail Out a Dead Planet 

Bank of America and Citi 
(among other banks) invested 
heavily in risky subprime mort- 
gages that resulted in more than 
one million home foreclosures 
in 2007. These disproportionate- 
ly affected low-income people 
and communities of color. The 
federal government responded 
by bailing out wealthy bankers 
and leaving everyone else out in 
the cold. 

The same financial institu- 
tions that created the "credit 
crisis" are bankrolling the "cli- 
mate crisis." Citi and Bank of 
America finance the fossil-fuel 
infrastructure. Oil, coal, natural 
gas and everything else is sub- 
sidized by them (or some other 
corporate bank) from the cradle 
to the grave. 

Citi is the biggest coal finan- 
cier in the world, with twice as 
much money invested in the 
industry's infrastructure as its 
next closest rival. Citi is also the 
top financier of mountaintop 
removal coal mining, with con- 
nections to the top five produc- 
ers of mountaintop removal coal: 
Magnum, Massey, Alpha Natural 
Resources, Tampa Electric Com- 
pany and Progress Energy. 

Moreover, Citi is the top 
global underwriter for the utili- 
ties sector (a whole lot of coal 
plants), with nearly 10 percent 
of the market share, for a total 
value of nearly $50 billion (the 
total value of all underwriting in 
the utilities sector worldwide is 
$507 billion). 

Bank of America is no less 
responsible for environmental 
devastation. Despite its highly 
polished green image, awards 


from craven environmental 
groups and a new energy-efficient 
skyscraper. Bank of America 
is a climate criminal with a 
client portfolio of the worst 
carbon emitters and human- 
rights abusers. 

Bank of America is the top 
banker for both Peabody Ener- 
gy, the biggest mining company 
in the world, and Massey Ener- 
gy, the "poster child" for moun- 
taintop removal. In 2006, Bank 
of America's client portfolio in 
the utilities sector emitted a total 
of 715 million tons of carbon 
dioxide — more than 10 percent 
of the US's total greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Coal Is Over, Shut It Down 

In April, RAN mobilized activ- 
ists against the Citi and Bank of 
America shareholders' meetings 
in New York City and Charlotte, 
North Carolina, respectively. 

For more than a year, New 
York City RAN has steadily orga- 
nized and built pressure against 
Citi in its own hometown. Using 
tactics such as ATM shutdowns 
with "out of order" signs, street 
theater, raucous protest, crashing 
corporate events and lockdowns 
at its Manhattan headquarters, 
climate activists have waged a 
battle against Citi. 

The night before Citi's hullaba- 
loo, New York activists gathered 
to listen to Maria Gunnoe, Ed 
Wiley and Kerry Chad Albright — 
"miracle baby" of the Buffalo 
Creek Disaster — talk about their 
struggles in Appalachia. The 
next morning, more than 60 
activists confronted sharehold- 
ers and executives about Citi's 
investments in coal, with images 
of coal-powered destruction. The 
crowd grew so large and raucous 
that the New York Police Depart- 
ment had to put up barricades. 
Inside an AGM already reeling 
from the subprime mortgage cri- 
sis, Gunnoe and Rebecca Tarbot- 
ton from RAN read statements, 
and pounded Citi's CEO and 
board chair with questions about 
mountaintop removal. 

While the Citi campaign has 
been focused in New York, the 
Bank of America campaign has 
a more Appalachian tone, since 
that bank is increasingly seen as 
the face of mountaintop remov- 
al. Protests, branch occupations 
and direct action have occurred 
all over the country. 

In April, more than 20 ac- 
tivists protested the Bank of 
America AGM in Charlotte. 
Confronting the company's in- 
vestments in coal with images 
of coal-powered destruction, a 
rowdy crew stayed outside the 
meeting for three hours until 
the shareholders began to exit. 
Inside the meeting, activists 
lined up to give CEO Ken Lewis 
a jaw-clenching question-and- 
answer session that eventually 
led him to burst out in anger, 
saying, "Can we stop talking 
about coal?" 


it's time to bring direct action 
to corporate shareholders' meetings 


The Truth About Dirty Coal 

Fights against utility compa- 
nies remain intense. The struggle 
against 150 proposed new coal 
plants continues. So far, more 
than 60 have been defeated. Re- 
sistance to coal plants proposed 
by Dominion Resources, Duke 
Energy and Dynegy has steadily 
increased over the past few years. 

Dominion's proposed plant in 
St. Paul, Virginia, is being chal- 
lenged by regulatory agencies, 
the courts, the legislature and 
frontline communities. Blue 
Ridge Earth First! and MJS have 
employed direct action at the 
company's headquarters. More 
action will surely occur in the 



coming months, as possible ap- 
proval for the project gets closer. 
(Construction has already be- 
gun on the site, so pack up your 
chains and lockboxes, and head 
to Virginia if you want take ac- 
tion.) Dominion wisely con- 
vened its AGM in Chicago (away 
from escalating campaigns) but 
was met inside its meeting by 
Chicagoans in solidarity. 

Duke Energy's new plant in 
Cliffside, North Carolina, is also 
being challenged in multiple 
arenas. Asheville Rising Tide and 
allies have locked down to halt 
the plant's construction. In No- 
vember, two activists chained 
themselves to Duke's headquar- 
ters. On Fossil Fools' Day, eight 
activists chained themselves to 
construction equipment on the 
Cliffside site, before being forc- 
ibly removed by police employ- 
ing tasers. Duke saw dozens 
greet its shareholders inside and 
outside the meeting. 

Texas-based Dynegy is poised 
to be the next Texas Utilities 
(TXU) (environmentalists won 
a victory against TXU last year. 


shutting down its proposal for 1 1 
new coal-burning power plants).. 
Dynergy has the largest coal 
plant proposal in the works: six 
new plants in Georgia, Illinois, 
Nevada and Texas. At Dynegy's 
AGM, activists staged teach-ins 
and protests in opposition to the 
plants. Inside, Co-op America 
activists challenged CEO Bruce 
Williamson on his plan to poison 
communities and destroy the cli- 
mate. RAN and Southern Energy 
Network activists staged a die-in 
inside the AGM area, before be- 
ing thrown out by authorities. 


Mini-Mobilize This! 

Summit-hopping during the 
early part of this decade was an 
oft-used tactic for social and en- 
vironmental movements. Mobili- 
zations put events in motion that 
created grassroots movements, 
"which triggered a shift in culture 
and consciousness. They also 
catalyzed direct-action commu- 



nities, camps and teach-ins that 
made a living revolution possible. 
Mobilizations inspired many ac- 
tivists to return home and begin 
organizing against the empire. 

Today's climate movement 
has its roots in the global jus- 
tice movement that catalyzed 
around the Battle in Seattle, but 
to many in the youth climate 
movement, those mass pro- 
tests are ancient history. One 
strategy turns those mass pro- 
tests into mini-mobilizations at 
shareholders' meetings. Imagine 
thousands supporting the end 
of coal by shutting down a Bank 
of America AGM in downtown 
Charlotte, climate activists trek- 
king to Houston to "educate" 
Dynegy's investors about global 
warming or a mass of Katrina 
survivors swarming outside 
ExxonMobil's AGM in Dallas, to 
confront its backward policy on 
climate change. 

We need grassroots organiz- 
ing to build a base. Mobiliza- 
tions and long-term organizing 
against mining and coal plants 
are underway. It's time to step it 
up against the coal and climate 
sector. Corporate AGMs can be 
the sites of the next rounds of 
global struggles. 

Shareholder season starts next 
March. Let's start organizing now! 

For more information, contact 
dirtymoney@ran.org. 

Scott works with RAN and lives 
in California. He used to live in 
Texas, and misses the target-rich 
environment. 


Above left: A 
coal pihata 
of Ken Lewis, 
CEO of Bank of 
America 

Below left: A 
sign front the 
Citi AGM 

Above: Outside 
the Bank of 
America AGM 


July-August 2008 Earth First! Page 13 



means 

social wa 

BECOMING AN ANTI-CAPITALIST ECOLOGICAL SOCIAL FORCE 



Glossary of Terms 

affect: 1. A material influence or 
alteration that produces empower- 
ment. 2. To act upon (as a person or 
a person's mind or feelings) so as to 
provoke a response; influence. Affec- 
tive struggle changes those struggling, 
as well as the world around them. 
effect: The power to produce exter- 
nal results. Her protest had no effect. 

desire: A productive force; the 
information that circulates through 
bodies and produces action. We don't 
have desires, we are produced through 
and as vessels of desire, 
social war: The narrative of "class 
struggle" developed beyond class to 
include the complexities and multi- 
plicities of all social relations. Social 
war is conflict within all hierarchical 
social relations. 


1 By social force, I mean a social phe- 
nomenon that is intentionally direct- 
ing society. While in the past "social 
movement" would have sufficed, today, 
very few movements have genuine 
power or agency. Rather, they simply 
are allowed to exist because what they 
produce has little to do with totally 
transforming society 


by Liam Sionnach 


T his is another contribution to the ongoing 
discussion about evolving EF! — perhaps be- 
ginning again, from a different angle. 

I intend to present a modest argument 
in favor of an Other Earth First!. What 
has made EF! powerful is not a particular 
ideology but rather a network structure 
based on affinity and, in most cases, cul- 
tural codes, rituals and customs. It follows that evolving 
EF! will continue to stand on and operate within that 
infrastructure. However, there are new maps we must 
examine and difficult topics that demand our immedi- 
ate attention. The first and foremost is a question of we: 
Who are we? The second is a question of our current 
world or conditions: capitalism, the global ecological 
crisis and its social consequences. The third is a notion 
of possibility and uncertainty: How we will contribute 
to not simply defending ecosystems, but also to circum- 
venting green capitalism and tendencies toward fascism 
with a green angle, and how we will usher in a total 
transformation of society? 

It is not my intent to argue in favor of collapsing eco- 
logical struggle into a broad movement of movements. 
Au contraire, ecological struggle is special but only as a so- 
cial force. 1 A powerful ecological struggle against indus- 
trialism and capitalism is the only social force that can 
prevent the catastrophic future of eco-fascism, and that 
can attack and destroy the reigning system of capital. 

While it is clear that the global ecological crisis we've 
struggled to prevent is becoming a component of daily 
life — something mentioned in the news, over the phone 
with family, in passing with acquaintances — our current 
modes of struggle are making little headway, either in 
mitigating the constant expansion of capitalism, or in 
reaching the hearts and minds of a significant portion 
of the population. Unfortunately, this is predictable. 

Currently, capitalism produces the conditions under 
which we act. Capitalism, not EFJ, currently has the in- 
telligence and labor-power to fantasize about and reor- 
ganize society. It is no wonder that when we point at 
the world on fire, a product to temporarily extinguish 
the flames becomes available or a movie with laughable 
solutions is made. However, ours is a problem of neither 
capacity nor consciousness, but rather of memory and 
imagination. When polemicists on the topic of civili- 
zation, such as Derrick Jensen, inform us that we will 
never be a popular movement, the myths of our lack of 
power and of our need for heroic true-believers become 
more palatable. 

Although these myths about how the world works are 
seductive and consistent with the popular narrative of 


defeat, they prove incorrect when we more deeply ex- 
amine the world. Capitalism is not merely a political- 
economic order but an edifice developed throughout 
history to structure all human relations. Despite all its 
anti-social pretensions, capitalism is a social structure. 
This means that the nightmares of capitalism are not 
caused by special individuals but by a complex system 
of social relations. The hypothesis of an Other narrative 
is this: Given the right circumstances, a complex system 
of social relations could materialize our dreams. 

Capitalism may have just about every power relation 
to defend and enforce it. However, it is important to 
remember that it was our labor and knowledge that 
imagined and constructed the geometry of the gears, 
the logic of the advertisements and the cartography of 
deforested land. Furthermore, it is our urge for utopia, 
not that of bureaucratic systems, that has always pro- 
vided an alternative. 

EF! would do best to reimagine what becoming pow- 
erful might feel like. It would benefit us to experience 
our power intimately embodied in spaces where capital- 
ism is being called into question. This means we would 
not continue to exist as a mere protest movement but 
rather as criminals experimenting with ways to survive. 
We would notice that a similar fabric runs throughout 
society, connecting us not solely to other predominately 
white social movements but also to many people who 
survive without compromise in this world on fire. We 
are not individuals acting on our moral impulses; we are 
a social force becoming aware of its power. Becoming 
powerful is a matter of making our story a place to in- 
habit — making our story material. We dream in the face 
of nightmares, not as an escape into an alternate reality 
but as a weapon to change this one. 


Who Are We? 

Within activist circles, the question of "Who are we?" 
causes vertigo. Some attempt to define themselves not 
simply by what they do but by how they do. This is an 
interesting divergence but ultimately a meaningless 
one. Can we be described by a technique? 

Sadie's SFB defends her anti-political assertion. "I am 
not an activist," she claims (see EF!J March-April 2008). 
"I don't think I ever was. Arsonist, yes...." She alludes 
to an important point. As activists we express things 
to those who manage the state, not to those exploited 
by the state. Activism is the division of labor that spe- 
cializes in social change. When we engage in activism, 
our struggle is transformed into "issues," becoming po- 
litical capital for politicians. From this perspective, the 
poodle-assed behavior of A1 Gore and the Sierra Club is 
not surprising. How will more militant tactics redefine 
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component of a dwindling movement. Like are also workers under capitalism, it simply 
the Weather Underground component of means our narrative and direction cannot 
the 1960s anti-war movement, our friends embrace easy answers to complex ques- 
and co-conspirators who spray "ELF" on tions. To develop class struggle beyond its 
burned-out developments still essentially limits we will locate social war. 
practice nonviolent direct-action activism. As a matter of strategy and rhetoric, some 
Direct action gets the goods and all, but have started using the term "climate jus- 
shall the rest of us just watch or fill "sup- tice" in reference to the global ecological 
port" roles? We have exhausted ourselves as crisis. Although this is largely yet another 
individuals specializing in social change; we savvy way to gain political attention, it 
need collective confrontation. does reflect an important development. 

What would attention to the needs of the It hones in on the social consequences of 
environs that we are attached to be if it were the global ecological crisis. It gestures to an 
not framed as "individuals making ethical anti-capitalist ecology as a social struggle, 
choices"? And what would our we be if not ac- and it is in this gesture that we can extract 
tivists? Furthermore, what if we was based on meaning. Although what begins as an effort 
our experiences, identities and desire, rather to connect to more people is deflected by 
than simply on what we currently do? our own use of activism. What if we can il- 

History is not only the history of class luminate the inclination to think in terms 
struggle. Let's be clear: If Marx and the clas- of the social instead of the political? It is 
sical anarchists were right, and there was an this inclination that entices everyone who 
easy answer called the proletariat, our task chooses petty crime and subcultural identi- 
would be much easier. We could take a long ty — who chooses the army as a way out and 
look around, notice the simple fractures in who chooses religious formations — over a 
society and recognize ourselves based on political identity. 


ecological discourse if we are still communi- 
cating through political means? Even if we 
eschew the activist label, our communiques 
are not an affirmation of our power as much 
as thinly veiled pleas for inclusion in the po- 
litical discourse. 

Presently, we are working toward only a 
radicalized version of the solutions present- 
ed in An Inconvenient Truth. Gore says, "You, 
individual, can use more compact flores- 
cent light bulbs, reduce your carbon dioxide 
emissions and recycle." We say, "You, indi- 
vidual, can ride a bicycle, eat trash, give up 
things and even punish those who don't." 
Although we have added a more militant 
moral character to our argument, the story 
remains the same: Individuals making moral 
choices will transform society. What's hid- 
den within that narrative is an assumption 
that history and social change have been 
made by individuals. But we are not one sto- 
ry; we are a multiplicity. We are not made up 
of heroes and bystanders; we are the combi- 
nation of those who created capitalism and 
those who are oppressed by it. 


What if "climate justice" meant seizing the means of 
distributing of clean water and producing clean water systems 
in autonomous zones? What if environmental anti-racism 
meant the liberation and destruction of prisons? 


The Individual and Activism 

The (Western) individual is the protagonist 
of Western civilization, a construct of values 
developed during the Enlightenment and a 
story set into motion by the rise of capital- 
ism. The individual expresses a person dis- 
jointed from the social; it produces a story 
where freedom is individual choice and in- 
dividual agency. 

The EF! tradition contains an affirmation our class interests. Those of us who work. We must recognize ourselves as a part of 

of the individual and utilizes an activist and who work to avoid it, would see our- those who will be impacted by the social 

methodology of social change. Even during selves as the majority of the global popula- consequences of global ecological crisis and 
the times when rowdy rednecks who real- tion. We could simply raise consciousness who already are impacted by capitalism, 

ly appreciated wilderness were putting the and get organized on class lines to fight Only then can we imagine what it would 

fictions of Edward Abbey into practice — a capitalism, not merely as a structure that look like to be a part of a social force that is 
golden age for some— EF! was not able to exploits us but also as a structure that not an expression of a moral impulse, but a 
birth itself outside of politics-as-usual; Tn- ; threatens all life on the planet. We could . need for survival and desire for utopia. What 
stead, it attempted to develop political capi- act in our own self-interests to destroy capi- if "climate justice" meant seizing the means 
tal and credibility through publicity stunts talism and construct utopia. I would per- of distributing clean water and producing 
and public land proposals. Over time, the sonally be less stressed out about alienating clean water systems in autonomous zones? 
sociality, camaraderie and affect that were my friends and would probably spend far What if environmental anti-racism meant 
cultivated through a collective practice of less time at cafes obsessing over radical eco- the liberation and destruction of prisons? 
sabotage, were replaced by the urgency and logical theory. Clearly, it would be better This is what will occur when we examine 
moral impulse for direct action, which be- for everyone except an incredibly wealthy the realities we are attached to but arm them 
came -increasingly a specialized practice of one percent of the population, who would with fantasy. 

our heroes alone. Eventually, the urgency lose everything they've placed meaning Political identity and its limited effects 
and moral impulse that demanded, "Some- in. However, our struggle is more complex have reached their expiration date. What 
thing must be done!" pushed us back to sab- than the demand for better material condi- little autonomy we carved out by produc- 
otage, but this time it was the underground tions. This does not change the fact that we ing EF! as an activist approach is being 
, ^ ta * Cen ! rDI " us ' Wither we call it "climate 

caught breaking the laws that we are going 


•laws we must break if we are go- 
ing to survive. Reality: Extinction of most 
life on the planet includes the ecosystems 
that we rely on and are intimately attached 
to. Reality: We are components of capitalist 
society, which transforms everything into 
capital including our relationships, desires 
and self-interests. 


We are currently the we of our 
conditions; we seek to cultivate a 
we of our direction. 

The we of our conditions is the we of a posi- 
tion within a capitalism, but it is also the we 
of the capitalism itself. If we are not the we of 
activism and not merely the we of arson, then 
what use are the communities we associate 
with? The point is not to denounce our com- 
munities, our identities, but to reveal the true 
power of those communities and identities if 
they were liberated from the hand of politics. 

We are alienated, isolated and disempowered 
when we are no longer at the Summer Ren- 
dezvous, the gathering, the potluck. We are 
weak without a community of support. 

continued on next page 
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A stop sign and a toy lieforgott 
and tormented in New Orleans. 


continued from previous page 

However, the weakness, sadness and alien- 
ation, are where we spend most of our time 
and where most of the human population 
spends its time too. 

If we deconstructed our old selves, our old 
communities, what would we have left? So- 
cial relations, customs, rituals? Exploitation 
at work, structured gender relations, racial- 
ized power, reproductive systems of control, 
so many prisons? Thus, we will not have class 
struggle as our objective but social war. What 
if we recognized ourselves as the we of our 
conditions, and then attempted to meet and 
communicate with others who share simi- 
lar conditions? What's more, what if we at- 
tempted to not merely understand ourselves 
as a community of capital but to direct our 
struggle in a way that is intended to make us 
powerful? This would cause us to inhabit so- 
cial war — with a clear understanding of our 
experience as a component of a total system 
of social relations. Social war can then be- 


direction is biocentric because it understands 
itself as inseparable from its conditions. Our 
anti-capitalist, ecological social force is the 
union of our need to exist on the Earth as 
participants in an ecosystem and the desire 
to edit, transform and play with what being 
human means. 

The we of our direction is both a parallel 
structure, existing within our current condi- 
tions, and an adversarial structure that seeks 
new conditions. Today, one sojourns to Cas- 
cadia, to Katuah, to the Sonoran Desert to 
feel at home, to feel powerful. Tomorrow, we 
will recognize ourselves in the centers of the 
cities, as well as in the mountains. The evo- 
lution of EF! must traverse these new paths. 

Seizing the Means to 

Produce Existence 

If we intend to genuinely change society, 
we must have space to experiment. It follows 
that our task is to locate the cracks in capi- 


Our anti-capitalist, ecological social force is the union of our 
need to exist on the Earth as participants in an ecosystem 
and the desire to edit, transform and play with what being 
human means. 


come both the fruit and the path of an anti- 
capitalist, ecological social force. Once we've 
cast off the shell of our political identity, a 
real we will be illuminated. Only then can 
we talk about rewilding and going feral. Ft 
is precisely there — when our we is a mirror 
to the rest of the human population — that 
such "escapism" becomes a real force. 

The only we of our direction is made up of 
those of us who are searching for an Other 
we. It is this Other we that makes social war 
its object, that will appropriate all knowl- 
edge from all existing culture and that will 
also be appropriated by the aesthetics, sci- 
ences and social environments produced 
through culture. The we of our direction — an 
anti-capitalist and ecologi- 
cal direction — becomes 

powerful when it is 
attached to realities. 
Thus, the we of our 




X 






talism and exploit them — to materialize our 
social force, both through actions and insur- 
gent gestures, while laying down physical 
foundations. As the economy begins to melt 
down, the need for inhabitable spaces will 
grow. We can open up the doors of possibil- 
ity by literally opening up doors to locked 
buildings and by producing autonomous 
territories with ecologically sustainable sys- 
tems, giving permaculture teeth. When our 
"nice" projects are recognized more objec- 
tively for what they can achieve, we can 
begin to really understand their power. An 
Other EF! understands quite clearly why the 
old EF! Rendezvous occupied national park 
land: sociality and social war. 

An anti-capitalist, 
ecological social 
force needs mon- 
ey and resources. 
We are not yet 
connected 
through 
a net- 
work 
of 


2 The German Green Party, although coming out. of the anti-nuke and 
anti-war movements of the 1970s and 1980s, has aligned itself with the 
extreme right, and actively suppresses radical ecological discourse. As the 
governing party in 1990s and 2000s, it deployed troops in defense of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization programs it was created to stop. 



hook-ups, petty crime and embezzling. We 
need structures in place that both produce 
portals into our world and bring in cash. Each 
issue of the Journal needs nearly $10,000 to 
go to print and pay expenses. If we intend to 
keep this as our mouthpiece, then we need 
to come up with creative and destmctive so- 
lutions to keep it funded. Moreover, imagine 
what other tools we could have at our disposal 
if we had solutions improving both the Jour- 
nal's material conditions and improving ours 
as well. One of the primary achievements of 
the radical labor movement at the beginning 
of the 20th century was its ability to provide 
an option of survival that allowed its partici- 
pants to exist in capitalism but also against 
capitalism. If one was fired due to participa- 
tion in a strike, one could travel to another 
node of the union and find work, as well as 
affective struggle and camaraderie. Similar 
things can be said about those who eat trash, 
ride bikes and reuse objects. We need to take 
seriously our input in EF! projects. They are 
the deeds and opinions not only of our hum- 
ble editors nor of the loudest, craziest person 
at our gatherings. We can produce knowledge 
and reveal our experiences but only if we ap- 
propriate these tools collectively. 

With an attention to our senses, a mul- 
tiplicity of environs may spill out of the 
containers of our political identities and 
emerge inside the doors of nonprofits in the 
West, the free states of the Northwest, the 
publications of the East and West Coasts, 
the abandoned epicenters of yesteryear's 
industry, and the cafes and culture-produc- 
tion factories of today. These are some focal 
points of social war, and this is where we 
will begin the process of seizing the means 
to produce existence. 

The wisdom that compelled those who act 
in the night to leave the single-issue cam- 
paign or protest shouldn't go unnoticed. 
Our social force is not the sum of urgent calls 
to defend this or that place, or to protest the 
next big thing. However, this is not to say we 
would do best to leave such places to those 
who are still held hostage by politics. An 
anti-capitalist ecological social force is inter- 
ested in power. Therefore, we will manifest 
our force in places where we are powerful 
and where we have the capacity to achieve 
our objectives. The old saying, "A losing bat- 
tle is the only one worth fighting," no longer 
enchants us. We must point to the burn-out 
and depression of those who were trying to 
lose the battle of anti-globalization and to 
the banality of the current anti-war move- 
ment. We will riot when we can destroy ev- 
erything we wish to. We will blockade when 
it interrupts capital. We will test our capacity 
and power without regard to those who say 
"hurry up" or "slow down." We will do as 
benefits us. 


No Compromise 

Those who cheer on the consequences of col- 
lapse, those who would foolishly sign peace 
treaties with pragmatism if it offered a more sus- 
tainable entree, and those who will be the next 
Julia Butterfly or the next German Green Party, - 
we will politely show to the door. "No compro- 
mise" still has meaning. 

The future is uncertain. On the one hand, life 
on Earth and the human species as we know 
it are already being fundamentally altered and 
may simply go extinct. On the other hand, 
life may survive and proceed to an even more 
terrifying nightmare. Both futures determined 
by capitalism will result in a world where people 
must fight one another for access to resources. 
It sounds so familiar. It is these futures that 
an anti-capitalist ecological social force will 
circumvent. Conversely, it is an Other future 
that our social force will precipitate. 
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A slime mold forms over a beer can. 
Cellular slime molds are the interactions of normally isolated 



It has been noted before that conflicts at and because 
of borders should beckon our unwinking eyes (see EF!f 
September-October 2006). Considering capitalism's 
tendency toward fascism, this is an important site of 
conflict. The Minutemen point to an already existing 
discourse within our society — one that is framed in 
ecological terms. If we can prove the meaninglessness of 
borders, then we can reduce their appeal to those who 
have made the mistake of viewing the geography of the 
Earth through nation-states. Moreover, we can undermine 
the next fascism's use of borders and anti-immigration as 
selling points, and constitute our anti-capitalist ecological 
social force as concretely anti-fascist. 

Because of the existing distribution of resources 
and production of knowledge, food and water will 
be the most contested, followed by social spaces and 
inhabitations. Many within EF! have accumulated some 
very helpful special knowledge. However, this is usually 
used for accumulating capital, maintaining a nonprofit 
status or impressing friends. This knowledge must 
be liberated from its current form. An anti-capitalist, 
ecological social force will have the means to produce 
knowledge, and it will seize ways of distribution. In our 
workplaces, in our subcultures, in our many environs, 
we should produce and share this knowledge. We need 
our day laborers and our baristas to be connected with 
our beet-harvesters and Conservation Corps workers in 
a circuit of information. 



Becomes Material 


3 Fascism is often the 
shock-troop of capital- 
ism. When there is a 
crisis that causer, insta- 
bility (0 the social order, 
fascism will be instated. 
Because it already exists 
within certain confines 
of the state, such as the 
military, it will have more 
easedn its re-emergence 1 1 
into popular support. 

The Minutemen were 
considered public enemy 
number one only a de- 
cade ago, when the state 
was ridding itself of the 
militia movement Why 
now, are they lawfully 
deputized? And what' 
will the green-shirts look 
like? Who will they be in 
a decade? 


4 Corporativismo (Corpo- 
ratism) was the economic 
structure put into place 
to reorganize Italy's 
economy when Musso- 
lini came to power. The 
corporation is a model 
to "incorporate" all in- 
terests into, superceding 
both private individuals 
and public interests. The 
corporate structure in 
fascist Italy was used 
to maintain a capital- 
ist system by expanding 
the power and definition 
of the state to include 
everything. Contemporary 
neoliberatism maintains 
the state but expands 
capitalism to include 
everything. 


Circumventing Fascism and 
Destroying Green Capitalism 

Green capitalism is the process by which the economy 
will attempt to reconcile its desire for constant expan- 
sion and extraction of resources with the finite eco- 
systems that all life relies on. At first, as we've seen, it 
will raise a green banner, but in the end it will exclaim, 
"Long live death!" Green capitalism will not be possible 
without a fascist element. 3 Already on the horizon, the 
nouveau riche are getting organized. Many are develop- 
ing for themselves eco-mansions — ones that look, smell 
and feel like plantations. Neoliberalism is the corporativ- 
ismo preceding this, putting into place a diffuse global 
state that is no longer the main actor in producing cul- 
ture and controlling the economy. 4 It is no coincidence 
that many clean water reservoirs are now owned by 
Coca-Cola and Pepsi, following the passing of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement and the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade. The transfer of all access to 
life-support resources to the rich and the inability of a 
significant portion of society to survive without capital- 
ism has been set in motion. There are more prisoners 
than farmers in the US; there is more production of cul- 
ture than food. Green capitalism will be complete when 
we are neutralized and the first car that runs on salt wa- 
ter is sold. It is our task to make this impossible. 

We are still capitalism's most important infrastructure. 
While it is true that massive self-reductions of consump- 
tion have contributed to destabilizing and precipitating 
a crisis in the economy, it also true that our deeds have 
little meaning without a social context. To cause a crisis 
in green capitalism, a significant portion of the culture- 
producing population must refuse to be a market de- 
mographic but also work to undermine the influence 
of green production. This means producing memes — 
contagious ideas based in a shared experience — against 
green capitalism. But it also means stealing products 
and destroying green capitalist manifestations — for ex- 
ample, looting Whole Foods or destroying hybrid cars. 
It means developing techniques such as fare-dodging, 
shoplifting, seed-sharing and collectivizing survival 
practices in the workplace, as well as smashing the false 
harmony of current green techniques by illuminating 
the fractures within green sciences and green design. 
These acts may seem fantastical in the present, but the 
crises already in progress are producing the conditions 
where people will very soon think in more elaborate 
terms about their material conditions. Because there are 
already mechanisms at play that provide fertile ground 
for pro-capitalist and pro-fascist political programs, it is 
important that an anti-capitalist ecological social force 
articulate itself in rhythm with such changes. 


To become powerful, we need to locate in that circuit a 
kernel capable of seizing and maintaining space. Revolt 
is not a military operation but a social affair. However, 
this does not negate the very real necessity that space 
plays. We need social spaces, places for us to get orga- 
nized, places that can sustain life, places worth calling 
home. In the metropolis and in the mountains, in the 
small towns and in the desert, we will produce a village 
within the city and a city without walls. We need mate- 
rial structures and thread to weave them together. The 
material structures will, at first, be social centers, radical 
neighborhoods, appropriated land, but will transform 
into autonomous rebel communities, archipelagos of 
revolt, and experiments in food and water acquisition 
that develop beyond organic farms and water conser- 
vation. The thread to weave them together will be our 
capacity to cultivate portals of communication that say, 
"We need this, do you?" in rhythm with our material 
and existential conditions that have been only recorded 
so far over beer or coffee, or in blogs and journals. As we 
grow more powerful these portals will become faultlines 
on a planetary scale — connecting us to older worlds and 
ones yet to exist. 

With ink and dagger, curse and irony, cheer and uncer- 
tainty, we will continue to walk and converse — breaking 
bread, asking questions, making love, growing old, and 
contributing to the overall creation and reproduction of 
life on the planet. We are always seduced into walking; 
it's the fabric of our creative urge, the thumping of our 
hearts, that directs us to accelerate, to become robust 
and networked. It is likely that no matter what happens, 
we will continue to experiment with living. 

The constitution of EF! as an anti-capitalist ecologi- 
cal social force is a matter of the magical tendencies 
that link all humans as social critters. But furthermore, 
it is a matter of our new desire, liberated from politics 
and put into motion as social war. Social forces will 
destroy capitalism and deindustrialize the planet, but 
we will not stop there. Let our stories intoxicate us 
with a profound meaning. Let us seize the means to 
produce existence. Let us usher into being an age of 
uncertainty, leaving behind the old world and opening 
up the doors to all possibilities. We want bread, blood 
and roses too. 

Liam Siomiach is a service-class intellectual who at- 
tempts to get paid selling culture at cafes and aesthetics 
to publishers. After a failed attempt to join the Maquis, 
Liam began to contribute to the insurrectional think tank 
and small publishing group the Institute for Experimental 
Freedom, recently publishhig the book Flaming Arrows 
and the journal Politics is Not a Banana. Liam currently 
is contaminating the EF! Journal with post-proletarian con- 
sciences and a love of pretty things. For lectures and design, 
give us a holla at ief-southeast@riseup.net. 
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"Positive 
feeback, some- 
times referred 
to as 'curnula- ' 
tive causation/ 
is the feedback- 
loop system in 
which the sys- 
tem responds 
to perturbation 
in the same 


Feedback Loops 
of Resistance: 


direction as the 
perturbation.... 
The end result 
of a positive 
feedback Is of- 
ten amplifying 
and 'explosive' 
(i.e., a small 
perturbation 
results in big 
changes)/' 
— "Positive 
Feedback." 

Wikipedia 


ENVISIONING A SUCCESSFUL CLIMATE JUSTICE MOVEMENT 


by Las Noches de Diciembre 

Positive feedback loops apply not only 
to the terrifying specter of melting perma- 
frost and smoldering jungles. Brace yourself 
for some optimism: Human society is on 
the verge of stumbling into a social feed- 
back loop away from industrial civilization, 
quicker than most of us believe possible. As 
most environmentalists realize, the need for 
a reduction in carbon emissions suggests a 
fundamental challenge to our society. Many 
have recognized this reality; it's a large part 
of the allure we feel in organizing around cli- 
mate change. The imperative to slash carbon 
output is the invitation that we have been 
anticipating, a chance to have our critique 
of civilization taken seriously. It can and 
should be the revival of a vibrant, creative, 
radical ecological movement. 

The assessment reports from the Intergov- 
ernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
can be seen in a manner comparable to ear- 
lier documents, such as the Declaration of 
Independence, that reminded people in this 
country of an obligation to overthrow tyran- 
nical power for the greater good. This time, 
power is on a global scale, and the most 
menacing tyranny comes from the private 
energy sector. The threat at hand today Is 


California and Florida have declared initia- 
tives straight from IPCC data, such as carbon 
reductions of 80 percent below 1990 levels 
over the next 40 years. This means, essential- 
ly, dismantling all fossil-fuel infrastructure 
and defending all intact carbon sinks (i.e., 
every living organism that breathes in car- 
bon dioxide). Areas where local, regional or 
state government is standing with the IPCC 
are on the verge of having the strongest le- 
gal cases and political will for challenging 
destruction and pollution, not only through 
environmental law but also through civil 
disobedience and other forms of direct ac- 
tion. The ever-controversial legal strategy of 
the "necessity defense" is being validated on 
multiple levels of jurisdiction when it comes 
to greenhouse gases. What the Sea Shepherd 
Conversation Society gets away with on the 
open seas under the protection of interna- 
tional law is becoming the acceptable form 
of direct action around the world. 

Below is one scenario for what this article 
is calling a "Positive Feedback Loop of Cli- 
mate Justice." Some of the ideas are based 
on existing or impending legislation; many 
are based on hopeful speculation. They 
should serve some strategic value for folks 
engaged in long-term planning around cli- 
mate change and resistance to industrial 


"Road blockades and basecamps 
are set up to slow work at these 
sites and offices. Strategic 
sabotage and graffiti start 
chipping away at corporations' 
profits and public image." 



much larger than lost liberty — although that 
is certainly a factor. Like the Declaration of 
Independence, the IPCC reports come from 
an elite segment of our society. In them- 
selves, these reports are not calls to open re- 
bellion. But any interpretation of them that 
does not invite the drastic actions needed to 
stem anthropogenic carbon output and un- 
make the industrial process is a fraud. 

In many ways, the anti-globalization 
movement of the past decade laid a foun- 
dation for what is ahead in the climate 
justice effort. A massive, decentralized, 
grassroots response to the pending (and 
present) climate crisis is inevitable. But 
how will it look? How should we shape the 
revolutionary project that is being ushered 
into existence before our eyes? How will 
we fan the fires that are being lit in scien- 
tific and academic circles, so that empow- 
erment is widespread and independent of 
the corporate-sponsored environmental- 
industrial complex? The strategy will not 
follow some classic formula of organized 
social revolt. There are many balls already 
in motion on multiple levels of politics, 
law and activism. 

While the realm of politics and law is 
corrupt and scandal-ridden, many of the 
things happening there cannot be ignored 
or avoided in the process of strategic plan- 
ning. These factors will inevitably shape 
public perception and should be reflected in 
our organizing. For example, states such as 


civilization. It may also provide an uplifting 
read to ward off the looming temptation of 
miserable pessimism. 

A Visualization Scenario 

Try reading this part aloud with some friends. 
Start with a few relaxation exercises, and en- 
courage them to close their eyes and let their 
imaginations drift. Seriously. 

What sets our metaphorical snowball 
in motion could be something seemingly 
mundane. For example, a conservation 
group wins an Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) violation lawsuit over the endangered 
Florida panther's habitat loss due to rising 
sea levels. 

By the end of 2008, every carbon-emit- 
ting industry is publicly confronted with 
the fact that greenhouse gas (GHG) emis- 
sions are pushing these animals toward ex- 
tinction. This sets a precedent for making 
the same case for many other animals and 
plants that are losing habitat due to warm- 
ing or cooling waters, flooding or drought, 
or other extreme conditions. Lawsuits, 
lobbying and media utilize the once-floun- 
dering ESA to fight countless proposed 
projects: power plants, new or expanded 
roads and airports, industrial factories and 
farms, and more. 

In 2009, inspired by the animals' vic- 
tories, a group of the human folks most 
threatened by impending climate change 
drafts a federal Endangered Human Act 


(EH A). This allows native cultures, historic 
neighborhoods and small farmers to sue 
large GHG-releasing operations for endan- 
gering their lives and livelihoods. In one 
case, a south Florida county engaged in 
overzealous road building is charged with 
enabling traffic to pollute the atmosphere 
with GHGs. From then on, communities 
across the country use the EHA to hold 
local fossil-fuel companies and governing 
bodies responsible for climate-related di- 
sasters. Companies spend billions to hire 
corporate environmental firms to fight 
EHA claims. In the process, they lure thou- 
sands of fence-walking, pseudo-environ- 
mental attorneys and lobbyists into the 
new, high-dollar field. This completely 
drains the state and national staff of the 
Sierra Club and Audubon Society, who all 
flee to the corporate sector. No one notices 
the difference. 

In 2010, as a result of lawsuit settlements, 
many small communities have capital culled 
from crooked public budgets and bloated 
corporate profits. They invest in local proj- 
ects like community-scale agriculture; solar, 
wind and low-impact hydro energy; waste- 
stream biofuel co-ops; and bicycle recycler- 
ies. Settlements also force cities to adopt 
climate initiatives and create climate task 
forces, which lead to local incentives for 
emissions-free energy and transportation, 
car-free downtown areas, urban reforesta- 
tion programs and allocated budgets for 
disaster relief. Many companies move for- 
ward with projects despite legal opposition, 
hoping that corporate scientists, high-pow- 
ered lawyers and political connections can 
keep their profits rolling in. 

Road blockades and basecamps are set up to 
slow work at these job sites and offices. Stra- 
tegic sabotage and graffiti start chipping away 
at corporations' profits and public image. 
Soon, companies feel the pressure of full-scale 
resistance as Iraq War veterans come home to 

. i * 



confront the fossil-fuel empire that started ; 
the war. They use military skills against com- | 
panies and politicians who sent them to fight. ! 
Several domestic militia factions from urban j 
and rural areas declare war on the US empire J 
and transnational climate criminals. 

By 2011, rebellion and insurrection are ! 
in full swing. Despite billions spent by the ; 
Department of Homeland Security, surveil- \ 
lance infrastructure is unable to monitor ! 
daily uprisings. Police and military forces [ 
are severely overwhelmed by responding 
to simultaneous climate-related disasters: 
multiple Category 5 hurricanes whack 
coastal Florida and the Gulf; floods swell 
across the Northeast; storms across Central 
America and Mexico drive record num- 
bers to cross the Arizona desert border; 
and crop failures cause food prices to sky- 
rocket, leading starving rural families and 
inner-city gangs to join in looting grocery 
stores throughout US cities. 

Factionalized groups of leftist liberals and 
hippie activists put internal squabbling aside 
and join with angry rednecks and libertar- 
ians; they merge with inner-city environ- 
mental justice activists and nomadic bands 
of urban and suburban youth. Native warrior 
societies emerge from various First Nations, 
who are calling off their violated treaties with 
the US and Canada. Through communica- 
tion and dire necessity, the disparate groups 
overcome the barriers of language, culture, 
race, gender and class. They are soon joined 
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COMPLEXITY AND THE 
GLOBAL ECOLOGICAL 
CRISIS— 


by Kay Summer 
and Harry Hai'pin 


The End of 
Capitalism 


c 


►apitalism is a complex system. 

It is the result of the 
► interactions of more 
than six billion people. 
Capitalism is dynamic, as 
the rapid changes in labor 
practices and the bewilder- 
ing expansion of commod- 
ities attest. Capitalism is a 
network with nobody "in 
charge." Lastly, capitalism is highly nonlinear. Take, for example, 
the unexpected financial crisis in Argentina in 2001, which changed 
life for millions. This was sparked by a few financial investors re- 
moving their money from the country. Yet, investors remove money 
from countries every day with usually negligible effects. 

Complex systems often have multiple stable states. We can ex- 
plain this by imagining a topographical map with valleys and 
hills. Now imagine a ball rolling around, in constant motion. 
This is our complex system. Most of the time, the ball will stay in 
the same valley; various forces may push it away from the valley 
bottom, but it will tend to roll back toward this same valley bot- 
tom — this same stable state. The whole valley, which surrounds 
the valley bottom, is known as a basin of attraction. It would 
take a disturbance of just the right kind, whether massive or tiny, 
to set off a positive feedback loop that would get the ball to roll 
right out of that basin of attraction and into another. Such major 
changes do occur, but they are rare, often requiring several simul- 
taneous disturbances. Moreover, these major changes, known as 
phase transitions, are often preceded by periods of "critical in- 
stability," during which the system is under great strain. It may 
exhibit seemly chaotic behavior before settling into a new, more 
stable state. During these periods, the ball is balanced precari- 
ously on a ridge, and there are several valleys it could potentially 
descend into. 

Capitalism and the Global Ecological Crisis 

Human social organization involves a large number of people 
interacting in a complex and dynamic network. Historically, there 
have been two, possibly three, stable states of social organization 
that have attained and maintained near-global dominance: hunt- 
er-gatherer societies, subsistence agricultural societies and, some 
might say, capitalism. This doesn't include the many highly hi- 
erarchical large-scale civilizations — the feudal system of medieval 
Japan, Mayan civilization or classical imperial systems like ancient 
Rome — because although such societies have appeared and disap- 
peared regularly across the globe, none has achieved global domi- 
nance. This suggests that these civilizations were not stable states. 
It suggests that authoritarianism is not a functional survival strat- 
egy, because it attempts to control people through rigid social or- 
ganization, rather than allow for the continuous regeneration and 
development of the system. 

Capitalism relies on ever-expanding production. However, this re- 
quires ever-expanding resources, leading to a chronic crisis with no 
exit: the global ecological crisis. After 500 years, capitalism is ceasing 
to be a good survival strategy. 

Capitalism is a basin of attraction because it works. Remain quiet, 
work hard and play the game, and you will be rewarded with food, 
shelter and, most likely, a marriage resulting in children. Howev- 
er, as the material substrate of the system collapses, capitalism as 
a survival strategy is becoming less attractive. In more and more 
people's minds, the cost-benefit will shift. In order to survive, people 
must — and will — develop alternatives to capitalism. Their (our) very 
survival will depend upon it. 


Green capitalism could slow capitalism's decline, extending its 
lifetime for a few decades at most. But green capitalism is still capi- 
talism: the endless accumulation of work, material and energy. 

Possible Futures 

We are living through a period of critical instability. Critical insta- 
bility is usually the first detectable sign of massive systematic chang : 
es. We are lurching toward a new, unknown basin of attraction. Only 
one generation in 40 or 50 may have the chance to live through a 
phase transition in human society and, more importantly, have the 
chance to actually create the new society. This specter of collapse is 
both terrifying and exciting! 

One potential basin of attraction is eco-fascism. In this scenar- 
io, an elite would use modern tools of control and command to 
instate some socially authoritarian global economy. In times of 
limited resources, people would live in fear of not having enough 
resources, and some dividing lines between the haves and have- 
nots would be used. This would be more brutal than the have/ 
have-not divides of today. We can glimpse this basin of attraction 
in contemporary struggles around migration, which will only 
become more intense as the global ecological crisis causes mas- 
sive population movements. Eco-fascism would be an especially 
duplicitous enemy, as many of its advocates use anti-capitalist 
rhetoric. Eco-fascism is unlikely to become a stable state — it is 
bound to fail eventually, due to its closed nature, which destroys 
connections. But in the meantime, the cost to humanity and the 
planet would be immense. 

A second possible basin of attraction is a system of decentralized, 
cooperative communities, whose relations are based on affinity — 
because we all share the same biosphere — and which maintain 
a high level of connectivity with one another. This form of social 
organization is perpetually open and always seeking new connections. 
In the spirit of complexity theory — and unlike previous revolutionary 
movements — this system embraces no determinism. The logic of 
autonomy allows the components of the system to optimize their 
own connections, and so connect to people, materials, passions and 
places in a manner that takes optimal advantage of material and 
energy flows. 

We have reasons to be optimistic. Capital's current trajectory can- 
not continue. Complex systems can change in the blink of an eye. 
The global ecological crisis usually invokes pessimism, but perhaps 
paradoxically, it also provides hope. Conditions are currently more 
optimal for rapid shifts in human social organization than they have 
been for probably 200 — if not 500 — years. Of course, we cannot know 
what form this new social system will take. But we should remem- 
ber that free will, human innovation and creativity are the hidden 
variables. What may appear to be minor actions can, in these hyper- 
connected times of critical instability, have consequences magnified 
beyond imagination. 

This is an excerpt from "The Crazy Before the New." For a complete 
version, visit www.turbulence.org.uk 

Kay Summer and Harry. Halpin have both had long- 
time involvement in the movement of movements 
and some of its precursors. They earn 
their wages by doing scientific research, 
some of this involving trying to better 
understand nonlinear systems and ideas. 

"The Crazy Before the New" is 
their second collaborative . 
piece on nonlinearity and 
social movements. Get in 
touch with the authors at 
kaysmmr@yahoo.co.uk and 
harry@jl2.org. 
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as the ma- 
terial sub- 
strate of 
the system 
'collapses: 
capital- • 
ism as a 
survival 
strategy is 
becoming 
less at- 
tractive." 



by organizations of disillusioned immigrants 
and refugees. 

Several Iraq War veterans are arrested for 
acts of sabotage and are accused of treason 
and terrorism. They demand prisoner-of- 
war status and plead the necessity defense. 
Through a high-profile Supreme Court trial, 
they are acquitted of all charges. Hundreds 
of thousands from the alliance of rebels 
turn out to celebrate the veterans' acquittal 
in Washington, DC. Some carry US flags or 
flags of their own nations; some carry simple 
green or red, while others carry black flags. 

With nothing to go home to, 50,000 set 
up camp on the Mall. Through spontane- 
ous spokescouncils in the streets, a decision is 
made to take the White House, which is done 
with ease. The thousands of veterans lead the 
march past the armed guards and government 
employees, who cheer support all along the 
way. President Cheney, who took office when 
Bush was assassinated by a member of his own 


cabinet before the 2008 election, had declared 
a state of emergency that year and refused to 
step down. This time, people don't depend on 
an election to oust the regime. The president's 
office and all his belongings are thrown out 
into the street, with the help of his own insub- 
ordinate staff. 

It is 2012. Climate-related disasters wipe 
out major infrastructure. Lawsuits stop every 
permit for new industrial projects. Protest 
camps shutdown existing energy facilities 
across the hemisphere. Billions of dollars in 
sabotage cripples fossil-fuel extraction op- 
erations across the continent. For the first 
time in history, the US carbon footprint is 
reduced. Parallel rebellions occur across the 
planet. Virtually every US military base is 
dismantled, and every last worthless Ameri- 
can dollar is burned in small cooking fires 
across the world. Human carbon emissions 
begin to stabilize around 1990 levels. 

Now for the 80 percent reduction.... 


In Summary 

Our situation could change faster than we've 
imagined. Once momentum has built up to an 
exponentially increasing pace, there's no stop- / 
ping for the capitalist allure of greenwashed 
false solutions. However, there are a few terrify- 
ing obstacles and risks that may present them- 
selves. For one, what the hell will we do with all 
the nuclear waste in this country? Perhaps that 
is a responsibility that justifies our continued 
presence on the planet despite the utter cosmic 
embarrassment of that whole climate incident. 
Maybe the French will help figure something 
out.... But let's not get distracted. Stay active, 
take care of yourself, and rest assured that once 
the feedback loops of resistance are in effect, 
nothing short of total transformation into a 
just, ecological future will do. 

Las Noches de Diciembre is an underground 
militant cell of fictitious anti-tourist terra-ists try- 
ing clumsily to defend the sinking peninsula they 
cherish and call home. 
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Longest Walk 2008 Participants Violently 
Attacked by Columbus, Ohio Police 



On June 2, after trekking more than 2,400 
miles on foot, participants in the northern 
route of the Longest Walk 2008 were vio- 
lently attacked by Columbus, Ohio police. 
Although the Ohio Department of Trans- 
portation had been notified that the Lon- 
gest Walk 2008 would be passing through 
Columbus, city police swiftly and forcefully 
arrived with squad cars and arrest wagons, 
and began assaulting the men, women and 
children who walked through the town car- 
rying the message, “All life is sacred." 

Eight police cars surrounded the walkers as 
the group stepped up onto the sidewalk of 
Main Street. A police officer approached a ve- 
hicle providing support to walkers, reached 
through the window and grabbed the steer- 
ing wheel. The officer yelled at the young 
woman driving a carload of young children 
and threatened to place the children with 
Child Protective Services. 

As dozens of police hastily approached the 
walkers, Michael Lane (Menominee) was tar- 
geted by police with a taser, which was held 
three feet away from his head, in front of his 
wife and young daughter. Tasers are supposed 
to be aimed away from the head and toward 
major muscle groups. A veteran walker from 
the 1978 Longest Walk, Lane joined the walk 
with his wife and children approximately two 
months ago. Lane, who holds a law degree 
from Arizona State University, stated that the 
worst part of being targeted by a police offi- 
cer with a taser was that it terrified his young 
daughter, who thought that a real gun was 
being pointed at her father's head. This vio- 
lent action caused severe emotional distress 
for the children who witnessed it. 

Luv the Mezenger, who was acting as 
road safety for the walkers, was physically 
assaulted, thrown to the ground and 
handcuffed. Luv suffered minor injuries. 
Police made no arrests. 


Harassment by police continued the fol- 
lowing day, during a press conference. Police 
ordered Longest Walk drummers off the steps 
of the Ohio Statehouse, but Longest Walkers 
peacefully continued with their press confer- 
ence and aired statements shaming the po- 
lice for their cowardly actions. 

For months, the walkers have endured the 
natural elements, including snow, extreme 
rain, straight-line winds, blazing heat, light- 
ning storms and near misses by tornadoes. 
Often tired, hungry, thirsty and sore, they 
have been peacefully accepted into native 
and non-native communities along the way. 
This is the first experience of extreme police 
harassment they have been faced with. 

The Longest Walk 2008 is a spiritual 
walk for cultural survival and is com- 
posed of men, women and children from 
native and non-native communities (see 
EF!J May-June 2008). The five-month-long 
transcontinental journey from San Fran- 
cisco will end in Washington, DC, on July 
11, bringing attention to issues of environ- 
mental justice, protection of sacred sites, 
cultural survival, youth empowerment 
and the defense of Native American rights. 
Two separate routes, covering more than 
8,000 miles, will converge in Washington, 
DC, for a three-day cultural survival sum- 
mit. The Longest Walk 2008 also marks the 
30th anniversary of the 'original Longest 
Walk of 1978, which resulted in historic 
changes for Native Americans. 

People from all over the world are join- 
ing the walk, with its spiritual call to protect 
Mother Earth and defend human rights. The 
Longest Walk is an indigenous peoples' walk, 
but it is open to people of all nations and 
cultures. Everyone is invited to participate 
in the walk at any point in time, on either 
route, for any length of the route. 

For more info, visit www.longestwalk.org. 
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UK Law Targets Animal Rights Activists 

Website Posting Means 4.5 Years in Prison 


by Salmon 

Two years ago, 14 doors were 
kicked in by British police tar- 
geting a small anti-vivisection 
campaign, against Sequani, 
which is based in Ledbury, Eng- 
land. Despite spending nearly 
$2 million on the subsequent 
show-trial, only one defendant, 
Sean Kirtley, has been found 
guilty. The case against the oth- 
ers finally collapsed. This re- 
vealed the degree of collusion 
between police, corporations 
and the government in their ef- 
forts to suppress protest against 
vivisection labs, no matter how 
peaceful the protest. 

The 2005 Serious Organized 
Crime and Police Act (SOCPA) 
specifically curbs the right to pro- 
test, while Section 145 of SOCPA 
makes it a crime to "interfere" 
with animal-testing companies. 
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The CEO of Sequani was one of 
several pharmaceutical leaders 
consulted during the drafting of 
SOCPA. Disturbingly, in this case, 
the government argued that even 
very peaceful protest amounted 
to interference. Kirt ley's sole 
conviction was for conspiring 
with others unknown to help or- 
ganize the anti-Sequani protests 



Protesters lock down during a December 


march and blockade against Sequani in 
Ledbury, England. 


through his contributions to the 
campaign's website. He was sen- 
tenced to 4.5 years in prison for 
those contributions. 

The fight against Sequani has 
never been a high-profile cam- 
paign like Stop Huntingdon 
Animal Cruelty. There were no 
attacks on workers and are no ac- 
counts of criminal damage. Yet 
opposition to Sequani has been 
treated as terrorism nevertheless. 

The trial has left a nasty taste 
in people's mouths. In the 
words of a 63 -year-old female 
defendant, "A terrible injus- 
tice has been done with regard 
to peaceful protest." The judge 
hearing the case was clearly bi- 
ased, refusing to stand down af- 
ter a conflict of interest became 
apparent. During the trial, there 
was also deliberate manipula- 
tion of the jury to instill in them 
a fear of animal rights activists 
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at large. Fortunately, it became 
clear that the prosecution had 
little in the way of evidence. 
The defendants in the first trial 
refused to budge when offered 
plea deals. The result was that 
two people were acquitted out- 
right, and the verdict hung in 
the case of two others, causing 
the next trial to collapse. 

Throughout the trial, those 
campaigning against Sequani 
refused to be intimidated. Dem- 
onstrations continued weekly, 
and as a result the campaign re- 
mains alive. If anything, it has 
been spurred on by the absurd 
overreaction of the company to 
what are fairly insignificant lev- 
els of protest. 

For more information, visit 
sequani.wordpress.com; www. 
netcuwatch.org.uk. To support 
Sean Kirtley, visit www.myspace. 
com/supportsean. 




A twisted, are-you-cutting-off-circu- A selfish, I-hope-you-get-sucked-up- 
lation-to-your-brain, double-whammy in-a-tornado-so-your-nasty-face-will- 
poodle to People for the Ethical Treat- be-bashed-in-by-a-hailstorm poodle 
ment of Animals (PETA), which wants to to John Coleman, founder of the Weath- 
gas chickens to death and grow them in test er Channel, due to his awesome stance on 
tubes. PETA’s first stellar move was to sub- global warming. In 2007, he said that global 
mit a shareholders resolution to Supervalu, warming is a "fictional, manufactured cri- 
a grocery store that doesn't yet adopt Q sis... the greatest scam in history. 1 am 

PETA's "more humane recommended $ amazed, appalled and highly offended 

killing method," which includes gas- by it." He recently said that he hopes 

sing chickens to kill them instead of A1 Gore will be sued for fraud, because 

electrically stunning them. Apparently, ore allegedly deals carbon credits — 

dying in a gas chamber is much better Q which of course do nothing, so Cole- 

than dying by electrocution. © man's got that right. But just because 

Also, PETA is offering a $1 -million more hurricanes mean better ratings 

prize to whomever is able to make the for the Weather Channel doesn't mean 

first in vitro chicken meat and sell it to that Coleman can just make shit up. 

the public by June 30, 2012. According A mammoth, take-it-to-the- 

to PETA's website, "In vitro meat produc- streets wolf to the cyclists of Bu- 
tton would use animal stem cells that ® dapest, Hungary, for showing up on 

would be placed in a medium to grow .... Earth Day for the largest Critical Mass 

and reproduce. The result would mimic /#aL-a in Hungary's history, as well as one of 

flesh, and could be cooked and eaten." the largest in the world. With estimates 

So no animals would be harmed, and of between 50,000 and 80,000 cyclists 

we could eat laboratory kibble for the ” ™ this April, Budapest has been steadily 

rest of our lives. Mmm... mimicked flesh. growing a big bicycle culture. The initial 
A stop-your-fooling, inorganic, breakthrough came on World Carfree Day in 
union-busting, since-when-does-local- 2004, when 4,000 riders participated. Earth 
produce-come-from-a-warehouse poo- Day 2005 hosted a 10,000-person Critical 
die to Whole Foods Market, for being Mass, followed by a Critical Mass that Sep- 
big, fat liars. The ecological principles of the tember with estimates ranging from 24,000 
biggest "green" food retailer could be com- to 30,000 riders. In 2006, the Earth Day 
pared to a salad at McDonald's. It may be Critical Mass ride had 30,000 riders, and the 
healthier, but you should still feel sick. Some President of the Republic of Hungary, Laszlo 
evil highlights include Whole Foods' CEO Solyom, was among the participants. 

John Mackey's favorite pastime of going on A music-is-power, you-rock-out wolf 
the Internet to promote union-busting or to to Livebroadkast, a Jamaican reggae artist 
bash now-bought-out competitor Wild Oats, who is wise to the idiocy of biofuels as a re- 
and the facts that more than 40 percent of placement for oil. His latest hit, "The Biofuel 
the company's suppliers are not organic and Song," is a response to the global food crisis 
that more than 50 percent are not local. A affecting many countries. Due to biofuels pro- 
lot of the products for sale travel hundreds duction and increased international demand, 
if not thousands of miles before reaching the cost of staple foods is dramatically rising, 
stores, some even coming from as far away as As Livebroadkast said in an interview with 
China. The company also refuses to support Carbnsters, "Anyone who thinks of using food 
farm workers, such as the Coalition of Immo- to produce fuel for motor vehicles is crazy." 
kalee Workers and the United Farm Workers. He's using online sales of his song to pay for 
Sadly, you can clearly make a crapload of ads in local Jamaican newspapers that educate 
money fooling liberal white yuppies, so we people about biofuels and how they are con- 
doubt Whole Foods will lose any steam. Just tributing to the food crisis. Since 1996, Live- 
be sure to leave a flaming, reusable, hemp broadkast has written more than 100 songs, 
bag of poop in the hummus aisle. with lyrics focusing on poverty in Jamaica. 



A seriously hardcore, no-climate- 
justice-no-peace, food-over-cars wolf 
to food rioters, who have taken it upon 
themselves to fight back and make their 
voices heard. In nearly 20 countries, from 
Bangladesh to Egypt, people have been steal- 
ing food and taking to the streets to demand 
higher wages and lower prices on food. In 
Haiti, Prime Minister Jacques Edouard Alexis 
was forced to resign by the riots. 

However, this is not a joyous wolf; people 
are starving, and many have been killed due 
to the riots and subsequent police violence. 

Since the beginning of 2006, the average 
world price for rice has risen by 217 per- 
cent, wheat by 136 percent, corn by 125 
percent and soybeans by 107 percent. Some 
causes of the current food shortage include 
the increased use of food crops for biofuels, 
climate changes and damaged water tables. 
The cost of transportation and an increas- 
ing demand for food (and meat) have also 
been cited as causes. 

A memorial wingnut wolf to Alexan- 
der Bichkov, who was gunned down by 
police on March 14, in Russia. Nicknamed 
"Russia's Rambo of the Forest," this former 
forestry worker quit his job by disappearing 
into the dense Kologriv woods, camping for 
20 years until his death. He hunted, built 
shelters and only ventured out of the forest 
during Summer, leaving no detectible tracks. 
He also burned down 30 vacation homes be- 
longing to rich Muscovites. Police were too 
terrified to look for him, though, ever since 
he caught a police commander and held him 
at gunpoint for several hours before freeing 
him and escaping into the trees. Finally, 
there was a shoot-out resulting in Bichkov 
killing two, setting fire to the forest, and 
nearly escaping had not a sniper seen him 
and shot him in the head. 
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Human Diet and Its Effects on Natural Ecosystems 

Herbivore Because I Give a Shit 



by Gedden Cascadia 

What will it take? What will it take for 
environmentalists to make the connec- 
tion between what is on our plates and 
the continued degradation of the planet? 
The impacts of animal agriculture are not 
only limited to huge factory farms. Many 
of the most destructive elements of animal 
agriculture are even present in small-scale 
"alternative" operations. In our current so- 
ciety, the only diet that is in line with a bio- 
centric ethic is a diet that does not contain 
animal products. 

Animal agriculture plays a major part in 
land, air and water pollution. According to 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, livestock such as cows, pigs, 
sheep and chickens now contribute 18 percent 
of overall greenhouse gas emissions. That is 
significantly more than the 13 percent that 
transport — including cars, trucks and air- 
planes — is responsible for. By buying that 
carton of organic yogurt, you are directly 
contributing to an industry that has more 
impact on climate destabilization than the 
industry that produces abominations like 
Hummers. This doesn't even take into ac- 
count the amount of energy that goes into 
the production, transportation and process- 
ing of animal feed. Once these other factors 
are figured in, you have to put three times 
more energy into producing one pound of 
beef than the beef itself provides. According 
to the Worldwatch Institute, "American feed 
takes so much energy to grow — counting fuel 
for farm machinery, and for making fertiliz- 
ers and pesticides — that it might as well be a 
petroleum byproduct." 

The average dairy cow produces 120 
pounds of "wet manure" every day. That is 
equivalent to the excrement of 20-40 people. 
The US cattle population of more than 100 
million is producing the waste equivalent of 
two billion to four billion people. The run- 
off from various animal agriculture opera- 
tions has devastated all waterways. Between 
1995 and 1998, there were 200 instances of 
massive fish kills that were directly related 
to runoff from animal industry. Thirteen 
million fish were murdered by the toxins 
dumped into their environment just so that 
some individual could have a block of Ched- 
dar cheese. 

The devastating effect that animal ag- 
riculture has on aquatic environments is 
overshadowed by the effects it has on ter- 
restrial ecosystems. About 26 percent of the 
Earth's land has been dedicated to grazing, 
with an additional 33 percent of all arable 
land being used to produce animal feed. 
Seventy percent of all agricultural land is 
being used to support animal industry. Sev- 
enty percent of deforested land in the Ama- 
zon is now pasture land, with a majority of 
the other 30 percent being used to produce 
animal feed. A huge majority of the land 
base that has been cleared for agriculture in 
the Amazon is used for soybean production. 
This soy, however, isn't destined to become 
a block of tofu. Rather, it is bound for a 
European feedlot. In the US, more than 60 
percent of all grain produced becomes feed 
for animals. 

A common misconception is that much 
of the land used for grazing is unsuitable 
for the production of crops. However, if the 
land base is ecologically fragile enough to be 


unsuitable for the production of crops, then 
this is exactly the same area that will be most 
easily destroyed by grazing. Fortunately for 
the livestock rancher, the lands that are being 
trampled are most often large tracts of public 
lands that have been opened up for private 
grazing. Federal and state lands are being 
devastated by livestock. In the 11 western 
states, 91 percent of all federal land — roughly 
284 million acres — is open to livestock. 

The destruction of native plants and the 
introduction of invasive weeds are just the 
beginning. Fragile microbial crusts that take 
hundreds of years to develop in grasslands 
get trampled and destroyed by the roving 



hordes of cattle. The excrement from these 
cows is so fundamentally different from the 
scat of native animals that it has been likened 
to "fecal pavement." The term "free range" 
should be viewed with contempt because 
it indicates that thousands of acres of wild 
land were trampled to bring the consumer 
whatever carcass is rotting under the label. 
Even the most humane and sustainable ani- 
mal agricultural producers are guilty of mas- 
sive degradation of natural ecosystems. 

From forests being cleared for feed pro- 
duction to the competition faced by native 
animals when their homes are invaded by 
livestock, animal agriculture contributes sig- 
nificantly to habitat loss. The active culling 
that has happened at the behest of animal in- 
dustry is the reason grizzly bears and wolves 
now occupy only a fraction of what was once 
their home. And in a campaign that is solely 
motivated to protect livestock ranchers, more 
than 5,000 buffalo have been slaughtered 
outside Yellowstone National Park. 

All agricultural endeavors require control- 
ling and subjugating the natural environ- 
ment. It would be absurd to pretend that 
plant-based agriculture is not directly con- 
nected to the same issues as animal agricul- 
ture. However, it is clear that a majority of 
crops are not intended for human consump- 
tion but as feed for exploited animals. Only 
a fraction of the current agricultural land 
would be required if people adopted the 
more environmentally sustainable diet of 
veganism. By supporting the animal indus- 
try in any manner, whether it is by eating at 


McDonald's or purchasing "free range" eggs 
at the local co-op, you are enabling an in- 
dustry that is inherently unsustainable and 
environmentally unjustifiable. 

While it is irrefutable that giving any sup- 
port to animal agriculture is environmen- 
tally unconscionable, what about other 
forms of animal consumption? A counter- 
argument when the question of environ- 
mentalism and veganism comes up is that 
veganism is just another form of consumer- 
ism and that it is much more environmen- 
tally ethical to eat food produced locally. 
However, to propose that the only two op- 
tions are a diet of imported, processed veg- 
an food or a diet of locally produced animal 
products is absurd. What about fresh vegeta- 
bles? In addition, to match the environmen- 
tal impacts of one block of locally prpduced 
cheese, a block of tofu would very nearly 
have to be shipped from the other side of 
the planet. 

Others say the best option is to hunt and 
gather. But the human population is so far 
beyond sustainable levels that if any sizable 
portion of us took it into our heads that we 
wanted to be more "in tune" with nature by 
going out and killing something, then the re- 
source would very quickly disappear (i.e., all 
the animals would be wiped out). To think 
that hunting is some sort of sustainable prac- 
tice is to glorify a lifestyle choice without any 
critical analysis of the workings of ecosystems 
and civilization. 

An important caveat is that hunter-gath- 
erer societies are by far the most ecologically 
sustainable societies. Killing other animals for 
food is a natural part of survival for all car- 
nivores and most omnivores. Unfortunately, 
with very few exceptions in completely iso- 
lated pockets, humanity has turned its back 
on this natural cycle. There are fundamental 
flaws in any civilization that uses agriculture, 
but to ignore the reality of our situation in 
the name of "rewilding" is naive and destruc- 
tive to all the planet's inhabitants. If it were 
possible to return to a truly sustainable hunt- 
er-gatherer lifestyle, then I would be the first 
to pick up my flint-head spear. But it is not 
possible in any meaningful way. It is purely 
self-indulgent decadence to try. In the current 
state of the world, is it possible to consume 
any animal product in a humane and sustain- 
able manner? The answer is clearly no. 

If people care enough to try to limit their 
driving or to make sure all the lights are 
turned off, then it only makes sense to turn 
that critical eye to our eating habits. If any 
thought is given to the environmental im- 
pacts of a vegan diet versus that of a veg- 
etarian or meat-eater, then the only course 
of action left for people who give a shit is to 
cut all animal products out of their lives. It is 
obvious which path an individual who cares 
about issues outside themselves must take. It 
is obvious which path someone will take if 
they actually put the Earth first. 

Gedden Cascadia is an animal rights activ- 
ist turned Earth Firstler, as one of the most dire 
threats to animals is the loss of habitat. He works 
to get the animal rights people to become envi- 
ros and get out of the SUVs they drive to Whole 
Foods, as well as working to get the EFlers to pull 
their heads out of their asses and stop supporting 
the animal industry and the slaughter of native 
animals. To get the full text of this article or to 
send letters to defend your carcass habit, email 
Gedden at cascade@bikerider.com. 


Page 22 Earth First I Lughnasadh 2008 


ARMED WITH VISIONS 



IMMUNITY 

A fine mosquito net — 

insects themselves, arrayed 20 or more to a leg, 
spindly assemblages of paper clip and wire 
with the straight sure needle 
finding multiple marks. 

Bloody Summer sheets, the legacy of everychild 
where rain and forests meet, and for me 
through 29 years, the bane of Summer evenings, 
always the excuse not to dine outdoors, to walk 
quickly, stay bn the path, retire early. 

But on that medicine trip — 

July, when 60 friends and relatives, eight llamas, 
six cheesecakes, a flute, guitar and case of champagne 
backpacked their way into Olympic wilderness 
to celebrate five straight days of wedding — 

the natural innoculant of the clouds 
rose with every step, the bites, 
the unprotected swells. Unable 
to scratch a lick 
with 20 pounds of gear 

on my back, in my right hand, the lead 
rope of a llama jockeying for position, 
layers of sunscreen and useless 
repellent ran rivulets down 
both legs, perspiration and dirt. 

All at once, mere hours into the journey 
I lost that intense desire, the pack 
settling into my shoulders, my feet 
on virgin land, falling 
into a llama's steady gait, 

the itch receding 
slowly, those irritating bumps 
flattening, smoothing out 
across the skin 
as though they never were. 


clear 
as cut 
glass 
& just 
as dan- 
gerous 

(all rights reserved 
to the authors) 


SMOKE 

Amidst the azure sky is the smell of smoke 
in my wonderful home is the smell of smoke 
smoke wafts and filters out in the city 
So i can find my way by navigating thru smoke 
where there's smoke there is fire 

of a controlled kind, a constant kind, a capitalist kind smoldering 

flame broiled burgers sizzles savaged meat 

send out a beacon of smoke that rolls out of the smoke stack. 

the smoke drifts into the nostril of a monster truck driver 

twanging his pleasure node till his lust goes from tits to 

ass. Cow ass, sizzling and smoking 

so he hammers down the highway 

tail pipe belchihg Smoke ' , 

and rearview mirrors 

He steers his way clear to the beacon of 

smoke, to idle and chug the engine exhaust 

smoke in the burger drive thru lane traffic jam 

the smoke from his truck merging with the bovine smog 

roiling up the stack 

and inside the burger king 

a single mom slaves at the smoky grill 

flipping flamed butts of burgers 

burning desire of her smoke break 

finally, five minutes of freedom to smoke 

finds her sitting at the service entrance. 

and she lights up a smoke and her thoughts begin to drift 

out with the cigarette smoke 

up beyond the dead end job 

beyond the punch clock and the tragic kitchen 

her dreams mingle with the leaves of the trees 

and she is one with the trees the smoke becoming a 

fog revealing forest in a bird's eye and she is one with the 

forest, drifting down to the canopy of jungle alive with birds 

and the chattering orgy of life she is ephemeral and alive and 

she drags in another lungful and the smoke twangs her pleasure node 

and she is all in one and one in all and all is a celebration 

everywhere the mind of god 

a god that looks out over virgin creation and sees a carpet of green 
forest stretching everywhere green alive 
but for a smudge 
a smear a blot 
of smoke 

the smoke that is the fire 

the fire that eats at the forest 

the forest that is cut and burned 

and smoked and torn and becomes 

pasture smoking ruins of glory 

smoking pasture for cows 

eating excreting 

deals in smoky back rooms 

hand shakes and cigars • 1 

smoke that turns beauty to burgers 

burgers that smoke up the ?eas in freighters 

to smoke down the highways in semis V . . 


'v 


: ! . • • 


Elemental, ephemeral 
smoke 


— Andrew Rodman : s>. 
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— Susan Edwards Richmond 


NOW GO THE WHALES 

Black jewels 55 of them awash on the beach where my life began 
all those Summers of my childhood I never knew of their 
shimmering sleek 2,000 pound bodies in deeper water out beyond my 
small one and how they dove and breached in the same waves 
that reached me at shore 

Beach where 1 stood and watched my father swim 
studied the waves in search of his head and arras 
now too many whales have lost their way 
Beach where 1 walked till my skin turned tan 
collecting smooth pieces of shell 
Nine of them didn't make it their sleek wet skins 
turned dull in the burning sun 

Beach where I cry and pray as my mother died five miles inland 
Were they hungry, the waters have been overfished 
did they hear strange mechanical noises from some technological 
monster bursting the delicate structure of their hearing 
Beach where a sea of light was shattered into thousands of sparkling 
fragments, the people tried to keep them wet dowsing their huge 
bodies with buckets of sea water, covering them with dripping 
beach towels and sheets 

Beach where I fell in love with warm sand against my cold wet skin 
When the tides came in 46 of them made it out into deeper water 
the bulls their cows and all the young ones gliding gracefully out to sea 
Beach where I lay on a sandbar at midnight and had my first moon bath 
nine whales didn't make it their huge innocent eyes staring dully 
all that life gone to waste 

Beach where I let the waves caress my feet the sand get in my hair 

human hands gently rinsed the watery mammals 

Which ones died was there a calf a mother separated by death 

her whale sounds weeping out at sea for her baby 

And the cold darkness of the night ocean 

black and silken as the color of their skin 

—Jean Varda 


DOWN IN THE VALLEY, 

UP INTHE SKY 

in pools of darkness 

under curling vines 
cooled droplets 
' of sunshine 

■ .rest in clusters . . 

, as the breath of night 

sighs . 
through the vineyards, 
dark orchard thick with plums 
and leaning shadows. 

. .at the end of the dirt road 

between orchard and vijneyard , 

a field of open cotton bolls 
that glow white in the moonlight, 
and the stars are sugar crystals 

sprinkled across the sky 

in the warm summer night. 

■ ■ <s«b - • . 

— Kirk Lumpkin 
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send poems to: 
warrior poets 
society, 
po box 14501, 
berkeley, ca 
94712-5501 
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Radical City Living 


Toolbox for 


Sustainable City Living 

a do-it-ourseWes guide 



scolt kellogg & stacv pettigrew 


illuMralion* h\ jimis manincv 


by Joanna 

Toolbox for Sustainable City Living: A Do- 
It-Ourseives Guide, by Scott Kellogg and Stacy 
Pettigrew, South End Press, 2008. 

Toolbox for Sustainable City Living is a di- 
verse manual for urbanites to provide food, 
water, energy and waste management local- 
ly — mostly from cheap, recycled or salvaged 
materials. Written by Stacy. Pettigrew and 
Scott Kellogg, two founders of the Rhizome 
Collective in Austin, Texas, this is a kick-ass' • 
first book. The systems are incredibly varied 
and can be implemented on a range of scales, 
making them highly adaptable to a variety 
of city codes, resources and needs. These de- 
signs are equally useful both for curious be- 
ginners who want small, simple systems that 
can live in the cupboard of an apartment 
and for experienced gangs of rabble-rousers 
who want to take down corporate America. 

The tone of the book is an encouraging 
dare to begin building a better world — a 
call to arms to get stuff done, create a self- 
reliant lifestyle and explore possibilities 
beyond the limits of the book. Toolbox is 
guided by "radical sustainability," a con- 
cept explained in the introduction. The 
book distinguishes this from what the 
mainstream version of sustainability has 
come to mean: alternative energy sources 
that create another kind of waste and are 
only for the rich. Pettigrew and Kellogg 
instead define their sustainable tactic's as 
working at the root of the problem. Their 
goal is to place the means of production in 
the hands of local autonomous communi- 
ties, ostensibly destroying the barrier be- 
tween environmental and social issues in 
our activism and organizing. 

The book's specific focus on urban spaces 
is particularly engaging. It's exciting to think 
how a place as ecologically desolate as an 
urban center could be transformed into a 
sustainable, mindful space. Land covered in 
concrete can be reclaimed and rejuvenated 
to grow and provide once again. 

Many ideas presented in the book are ideal 
for an urban setting, since projects take ad- 
vantage of pre-existing infrastructure and 
don't rely on lots of sunlight or soil. Some 
highlights include farming insects, grow- 
ing mushrooms, aquaculture, wind turbines 
made of bicycle parts and mobile compost- 
ing toilets. The book also includes basic in- 
formation on a variety of projects including 


veggie-oil systems, low-tech rainwater har- 
vesting, constructed wetlands/graywater, re- 
moving asphalt and bioremediation. 

It was disappointing that there wasn't 
anything on how to generate energy with 
bicycle power. Most of the alternative en- 
ergy systems in the book go outside the 
confines of an apartment, which could be a 
constraint for many people who live in an 
urban setting. 

Toolbox is a great reference, but some sys- 
tems are difficult and complex. It could be 
helpful to see those designs in action and 
learn more by attending a Radical Urban Sus- 
tainability Training (RUST) in Austin, Texas, 
or Albany, New York. These are workshops 
that the Rhizome Collective hosts, and they 
are the testing grounds for many of these 
technologies. 


We have a lot to teach ourselves; we must 
relearn how to attend to our basic needs with- 
out relying on the disastrous mechanisms 
currently in place. Resources like this one will 
be critical tools throughout that relearning 
process. The skills presented in this guide can 
empower us to start that process now, in our 
current space. We don't have to go to a farm 
or ecovillage to learn how we should live. Tool- 
box for Sustainable City Living: A Do-It-Ourselves 
Guide proves it is possible to stay in an urban 
setting and still build a powerful, autono- 
mous resistance space. It proves we can have 
revolutionary folks and environments in all 
the crevices and communities of the Earth, as 
we continue to incite social change. 

Joanna has lived in New York City all her life 
and daydreams about the brewing Earth lying 
strong under concrete. 
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by Radikal Weatherman 
Earth National Park, by Dennis 
Fritzinger, Poetry Vortex, 2008. 

After many years of editing the 
"Armed With Visions" segment 
of the Earth First! Journal, a com- 
pilation of work from Dennis 
Fritzinger seems long overdue. 

Earth National Park is a genu- 
ine collection of warrior poetry, 
written by one very genuine 


warrior, poet. The book opens 
with a pledge of allegiance to 
the Earth (now there's a con* 
cept!), ahd from that follows 
one gem after another in an 
honest and heartfelt effort to 
give voice to land, water and 
sky; mountain, canyon, river, 
desert and forest; wind, storm, 
earthquake, flood and tsunami; 
grizzly, wolf, whale, turtle, frog, 
beetle and horsefly. 

One piece presents a challenge 
to turn the Earth into a global 
national park, and in a sardon- 
ic (and likely prophetic) jibe 
against the coffee industry and 
the bourgeois society it caters to, 
the poem demands we trade ego- 
centrism for ecocentrism. In an- 
other poem, the author implores 
scientists and poets to work to- 
gether to break the deafening 
silence imposed by this society 
and to warn the humyn masses 
of the ongoing mass extinction 
we are causing. 

One of the most creative as- 
pects of Fritzinger's work is that 
the beginning of a poem can of- 
ten give no clue as to the subject 
matter the poem ultimately ad- 
dresses. As one reads further, each 


such poem is a mini-journey unto 
itself that often leads to unfore- 
seen but -obvious (and forebod- 
ing) conclusions. For example, 
one of those poems starts out 
describing the experience of eat- 
ing a spicy sausage sandwich. 

A common theme in many of 
Fritzinger's poems is the plague 
of apathy that permeates most 
of Western civilization. He does 
not mince words when calling 
attention to this apathy, which 
is any activist's greatest enemy. 
One heart-rending piece tells 
the story of a former "greenie" 
who finally opts out for a polit- 
ical career with a fat paycheck, 
selling his very soul and con- 
viction in the process. Some 
of these gems are in fact rather 
disturbing, even as others are 
enlightening, uplifting, amus- 
ing and provocative. Some of 
the poems, such as "The Natu- 
ral Guard," actually offer viable 
courses of action for this and 
future generations concerned 
with the uncertain fate of the 
Earth and life. 

And just what is "America" 
anyway? Fritzinger answers this 
question in "Our National Epic," 


which he writes from the point 
of view of the land, wildlife and 
weather, rather than politicians, 
celebrities, "war heroes" or self- 
absorbed, white, male talk-show 
hosts. He asks when rock, punk 
and hip-hop stars will give voice 
to the land, its natural processes 
and its wild inhabitants, and he 
tells us all too poignantly what 
really became of "paradise." 

If you want to expand your 
horizons regarding deep ecology 
and ecocentrism, I highly recom- 
mend this book. You will find in 
it a fresh conceptual method of 
thought. The time for this way 
of thinking has finally come. 
Fritzinger — true to his own gen- 
eral humility — credits the Earth 
herself for these poems, stating 
emphatically: "All I'm doing is 
writing them down!" 

So read this book, pass it 
along — then, let's arm the bears! 

To order the book Earth Na- 
tional Park, visit www.poetry 
vortexpublishing.com. 

The Radikal Weatherman is a 
poet in heist who recognizes the art 
of storytelling as a fundamental 
underpinning of Culture, Madness 
and Revolution. 



Burning a World of Desire 


by Rodin 

As the World Burns: 50 Things You Can 
Do to Stay in Denial, by Derrick Jensen and 
Stephanie McMillan, Seven Stories, 2007. 

Today we face a world devastated by the 
effects of human overconsumption, over- 
population and greed. The solutions we are 
spoon-fed by governments and corpora- 
tions seek to channel our valid fears about 
our planet's destruction into the status quo. 
We are constantly told: "Everything will be 
alright; just buy energy-efficient light bulbs, 
recycle your cans and continue life as usual." 
According to those in power, global warm- 
ing, species extinction and all other prob- 
lems can be solved with little thought and 
less action. 

As the World Burns: SO Simple Things You 
Can Do to Stay in Denial obliterates these 
myths and instead poses us with a chal- 
lenge to move beyond passivity and green- 
washing, to take action and take down the 
systems of power that are the roots of our 
current predicament. Derrick Jensen teams 
up with artist Stephanie McMillan to cre- 
ate a graphic novel that is engaging while 
remaining clear in its message. The authors 
present a caricatured and sometimes absurd 
parallel universe in which the president has 
sold the rights to all of Earth's resources to 
invading aliens. The book also features a 
large range of easily recognized characters: 
money-grubbing CEOs, ineffective nonprofit 


employees and police obedient to the point 
of idiocy. 

The only people with a real answer to the 
planet's troubles are the nonhuman ones, 
and only a few of the human peoples in this 
parallel world are willing to recognize the 
reality of the situation, let alone respond. 
The heroine of the novel is among these, 
and we follow this unnamed, black-clad 
kid as she deals with her frustration with 
both the torture of the natural world and 
her sunshiny counterpart's attempts to save 
the world through simple lifestyle changes. 
Through the characters' conversations, As 
the World Bums knocks down barrier after 
barrier that humans have created to excuse 
themselves from taking any sort of real, ef- 
fective action. 

Jensen and McMillan have succeeded in 
creating a book that clearly articulates that 
direct action is more important now than 
ever, and they do so in a way that any per- 
son within today’s society can understand 
and enjoy. As the World Bums is a book that 
anyone who gives a shit about this planet 
will be able to connect with, on some level. 
Those who already know the importance of 
direct action will recognize the novel as a 
fun affirmation of their beliefs, while anyone 
who is still buying into the concept of "50 
simple things you can do to save the world" 
will experience its message as a wake-up call 
to move past the "solutions" perpetuated 
by the managers of this disaster. Although 
complex situations are incredibly simplified, 


the authors' goal is obviously not to argue 
details of strategy or theory, but rather to 
instill in readers the need for an appropri- 
ate response to the state of the world we are 
currently faced with — a response that must 
move beyond petitions and green consumer- 
ism to true action. 

Rodin is an insect-loving North Carolinian, 
currently boiling in the Arizona heat. 
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Camp for Climate Action Australia 
July 10- IS • Newcastle, Australia 

The greenhouse pollution from Australia's 
^ coal exports exceeds all of the country's do- 
mestic pollution combined. Newcastle is 
I home to the biggest coal-exporting facility in 
the world, with a capacity of more than 100 
I million tons of coal per year. Come join us 

to stop this dirty coal! Please register ahead 

# of time for logistical reasons. 

For more info, contact info@climatecamp. 
/ org.au; www.climatecamp.org.au. 

f The Front Lines Tour 

/ July 10-August 30 • Nationwide 

The Front Lines Tour is an artists-run 
/ initiative to reconnect the severed edges 
of our community. Although we are at 
/ war abroad, we are also at war with our- 
selves here at home. Whether it be a war 
/ with poverty, the environment or racism, 

the continuation of social disparity has be- 
/ come more and more prevalent among us 

all. Our communities have become more 
/ i condensed, thoroughly separated and 

structurally divided. 

f / The Front Lines Tour will be traveling 

t around the nation for seven weeks with a 
/ crew of eight artists, two camerapeople, one 
. photographer and one journalist. It will 
/ visit America's most destitute and disen- 
. franchised neighborhoods, towns and cit- 
I ies, where music, workshops, block parties 

. and community action will be conducted 

* in an attempt to reconnect the strains of 

. communication. 

* For more information, visit www.myspace. 

. com/frontlinestour. 

f i 

. Rally to Save our Forests 

* July 27 • Portland, OR 

/ Through the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM), George W. Bush is trying to give one 

/ last gift to his big timber buddies before leav- 
ing office. You can imagine them laughing 

/ as they coined the acronym WOPR (appro- 
priately pronounced whopper). It stands for 

/ Western Oregon Plans Revisions and would 
increase the clearcutting of old-growth trees 
. in public forests by 700 percent. 

• In September, the BLM will announce its 

. final decision on WOPR. Until then, we are 

• # working hard to raise public awareness of 

this issue and to build energy to defeat the 
t plan. We now ask you to help us, not only 
to stop WOPR but also to issue our own list 
f of demands about how we want our public 
forests to be managed. 

I On July 27, from noon to 5 p.m., a ral- 

ly will take place at Pioneer Courthouse 
J Square, in Portland, Oregon. This will be 

followed by a march to the BLM and US 
I Forest Service Headquarters. Expect forest- 

defender speakers and a free concert by 
f world-class musicians, including interna- 

tional star Thomas Mapfumo, with his band 
Blacks Unlimited. There will also be excel- 
lent rock and hip-hop artists, and a nyabin- 
ghi drum circle. Please arrive at noon for the 
beginning ritual, featuring Native American 
tribal drummers and dancers. 

For more information, contact Day Owen, 
The Pitchfork Rebellion, POB 160, Greenleaf, 
OR 97430. "~'~ 


Northeast Climate Confluence 
July 27-August 3 • High Falls, NY 

The Northeast Climate Conflu- 
ence aims to kick-start a region- 
al disaster-response network. 
We want to be better able to 
respond to both "natural" 
disasters and the unnatu- 
ral disasters that people 
face in their communi- 
ties every day. The main 
elements of this disaster- 
response network might in- 
clude local food networks, acces- 
sible health care projects, autonomous 
energy, first-responder trainings, access to 
land and housing, and networks of defense 
against violent authorities. 

For more information, contact Northeast 
Climate Confluence, POB 173, Turners Falls, 
MA 01376; (413) 863-6383; northeast@climate 
convergence.org; www.climateconfluence.org. 

West Coast Climate Convergence 
July 28-August 4 • Near Eugene, OR 

Locally and regionally, the resistance 
to liquefied natural gas development has 
grown a lot due to grassroots efforts by com- 
munities across Oregon. Now is the time to 
join together in solidarity with one another 
against the fossil-fuel empire. 

For more info, contact westcoast@climate 
convergence.org; www.climateconvergence. 
org/west. 

UK Camp for Climate Action 
August 3-1 1 • Kent, UK 

This year's UK Climate Camp is being 
launched at a major meeting on aviation 
expansion at Heathrow Airport. This will 
be followed by a caravan procession from 
Heathrow to the site of the proposed Kings- 
north coal power plant in Kent. Because coal 
is about as clean as an anthrax sandwich, we 
will make sure that the Kingsnorth power 
plant never gets built! 

For more info, visit www.climatecamp.org.uk. 

Southeast Climate Convergence 
August 5-1 1 • Louisa County, VA 

This year's convergence will be hosted in 
Virginia, where communities are fighting 
uranium mining, nuclear power, mountain- 
top removal coal mining and new (as well as 
old) coal plants. Expect workshops, trainings 
and direct action. 

For more information, contact South- 
east Convergence for Climate Action, POB 
7586, Asheville, NC 28802; southeast® 
climateconvergence.org. 

German Climate Camp 

August 15-24 • Hamburg, Germany 

Hamburg is the most frequented hub of 
maritime and road traffic in Germany; the 
largest coal harbor, where supplies from Aus- 
tralia, Indonesia and Columbia are landed for 
domestic power stations and industry; where 
Archer Daniels Midland operates one of the 
large biodiesel factories; and where Vattenfall 
manages nuclear and coal-fired power sta- 
tions. There will be an anti-racist camp at the 
same time that will make the Hamburg Char- 
ter Deportation Airport its action target. Both 
camps will be fine-tuned with each other for 
peak potential of mobilization. 

For more information, contact kontakt 
@klimacamp08.net; www.klimacamp08.net. 

Climate Camp New Zealand 
Date and Location to Be Announced 

From new roads to airports to coal mines 
and power plants, there is much work 
to do in New Zealand. To get involved in 
planning a climate camp in New Zealand, 
contact climatecampnz@riseup.net; www. 
climatecamp.org.nz. 

International Animal Rights Gathering 
August 21-24 • Near Vienna, Austria 

It has been 10 years since the Animal 
Rights Gathering went international. Come 
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get-togethers at a beautiful spot south of Vi- 
enna, Austria, at the foot of the massive Sch- 
neeberg Mountain. 

The International Animal Rights Gath- 
ering attracts about 400 activists from all 
across Europe and beyond. It is a time to get 
together and talk, socialize and build net- 
works. On the afternoon of August 21, there 
will be a demonstration march in Vienna. A 
train connection and buses will bring you to 
the campsite afterward. 

August 22-24 will be filled with discus- 
sions, workshops, talks, film screenings and 
a soccer tournament. There is no participa- 
tion fee; the vegan food provided will be 
kept to the lowest possible cost. 

For more info, contact inf o@ar2008. info; 
www.ar2008.info. 

Twin Oaks Women’s Gathering 
August 22-24 • Louisa, VA 

This will be our 25th year of coming togeth- 
er to celebrate our connections, creativity and 
strength as women in all our diversity. 

Throughout the weekend, there will be op- 
portunities to relax, swim in the river, and 
enjoy the mud pit, sweat hut, hammocks 
and company of women. 

The sliding scale fee of $40-$140 includes 
camping and workshops. 

For more information, contact Women's 
Gathering, 138 Twin Oaks Rd, Louisa, VA 
23093; (540) 894-5126; www.twinoaks.org. 

Growing Food and Justice for All 
Initiative First Annual Gathering 
September 19-21 • Milwaukee, Wl 

The Growing Food and Justice for All Ini- 
tiative (GFJI) is aimed at dismantling racism 
and empowering low-income communities 
and communities of color through sustain- 
able and local agriculture. The vision for 
this initiative is to establish a powerful 
network of individuals, organizations and 
community-based entities all working to- 
ward a food-secure and just world. 

For more information or to participate in 
conference planning, contact Diane Dodge, 
(651) 278-6748; dianefaydodge@hotmail.com; 
www.growingpower.org. 

BikelBike! 2008 

September 25-28 • San Francisco, CA 

BikelBike! is an annual conference of 
community bicycle projects from North 
America and beyond. We recognize the 
bicycle as a powerful tool for sustainable 
transportation that does not threaten our 
neighborhoods and environment, and is 
conducive to livable urban design, com- 
munity building, healthy living habits and 
personal empowerment. 

Join us in building community, and in 
sharing ideas, skills and knowledge of com- 
munity bicycle projects. 

For more information, contact BikelBike!, 
POB 423911, San Francisco, CA 94142; www. 
bikebike.org. 



Ask an EF! Lawyer 

who's 


by Stu Sugarman 

Dear EF! Lawyer, 

I got subpoenaed by a grand jury. I 
don’t want to tell them anything. What 
should I expect to go through? 

— Witness Against the Machine 

Dear WAM, 

You should expect to go through a lot of 
hassle, stress and possibly prison. You should 
also expect to earn the respect of your friends, 
foes and many more you've never met, while 
learning about yourself, and just how strong, 
brave and good a friend you can be. 

Books — long books — have been written in 
answer to your question, so I'll just review a 
few basics. Hopefully, the seven items I dis* 
cuss will provide you with an idea of what 
you'll go through. You can defeat the gov- 
ernment if you are smart, stubborn and per- 
haps a bit lucky. 

1. Get a Lawyer: It is insanely dangerous 
for you to face a grand jury and prosecutor 
without a lawyer experienced with grand ju- 
ries. To get a free, experienced lawyer, call 
the federal defender's office in the city you 
are subpoenaed to appear in. If you are able, 
you may also want to hire a lawyer. 

2. Develop a Plan: You and your lawyer will 
discuss a specific plan for the grand jury pro- 
cess. For example, you might decide to set 
traps for the prosecutor and subtly invite her 
or him to make mistakes that could force the 
government to free you from your subpoena. 
You must, at all costs, stick to the plan. 

3. Handwriting Samples and Other Evidence: 
The prosecution can force you to provide 
handwriting samples. However, you can force 
them to give you written material to copy, 
rather than them reading material to you — 
the government cannot require you to reveal 
your spelling abilities. They may be able to 
force you to turn over documents such as 
notes of meetings or to provide a tissue sam- 
ple for DNA purposes, but you may be able 
to stop them cold (although this is beyond 
the scope of this article). You can also force 
them to reveal any and all wiretaps they 
are conducting, if you have some evidence 
they're conducting a wiretap. 

4. Finally Meeting the Grand fury: On the 
day of the grand jury, you must stick with 
your plan. Do not give them anything, no 
matter how much the prosecutor threatens 
you, yells at you or offers not to harass you if 
you'd only answer his or her questions. The 
prosecutor will try to throw you off your 
plan. You and your lawyer will try to throw 
the prosecutor off her or his plan. 

When you arrive at the courthouse with 
your lawyer, you will head to the grand jury 
room with the prosecutor. Your lawyer will 
wait in a nearby room or outside the grand 
jury room. The grand jury rooms I've seen 
are small — meant to hold 23 grand jurors, the 
prosecutor, a stenographer and you. You, of 
course, will be in the witness chair. The 23 
grand jurors are in their chairs and will all be 
focused on you. The prosecutor will be in your 
face asking, or even yelling out, questions in 
rapid succession. The stenographer will cre- 
ate a transcript of the proceedings and will be 
sitting practically in your lap, the room is so 
small. The grand jurors will already have been 
turned against you by testifying FBI agents, so 
don’t count on any allies there. There will be 
no audio or video recording. 

When the prosecutor asks questions, write 
down every question on a pad. Be sure to 
take your time writing down each question 
to ensure you answer accurately. When you 
have written each question down, ask to see 
your attorney. If the prosecutor does not let 


you see your lawyer, do not be shy about in- 
sisting to see your lawyer. Tell the prosecu- 
tor that s/he may continue asking questions, 
but you will not answer any of them until 
you have spoken with your lawyer. When 
you visit your lawyer, you two must go over 
each question carefully but quickly. When 
you have discussed each question, go back in 
the grand jury room and read your answers. 
They should be something like, "I take the 
Fifth," or, "I invoke my right to remain si- 
lent." You should also claim the First, Sixth 
and Ninth Amendments (rights to freedom 
of speech, to a lawyer and to political ex- 
pression). While each of these amendments 
is weaker in this situation than the Fifth 
Amendment (against self-incrimination), 
they can provide you some protection — and 
protection is good! 

5. After Immunity Is Imposed: The second 
round, in my experience, will take place 
another day, after the prosecutor continues 
your subpoena, and you either agree to or 
s/he commands you to return on that other 
day. The prosecutor will give your lawyer the 
documents imposing immunity on you, and 
you will start the second round of question- 
ing. This immunity probably does protect you 
from any prosecution based upon anything 
you say during this round, but that is not a 
guarantee. The government could prosecute 
you if it could prove to a judge that even 
though you told the grand jury all about it, 


the investigators found out about this or that 
crime you did from sources completely unre- 
lated to your grand jury appearance. That is 
why I call this "useless" immunity. 

During the second round, you will be 
asked many more questions than in the 
first round, and the government will show 
you, through its questions, what it has been 
investigating. Here's where they can start 
getting nasty if you're stubborn and smart. 
Remember to stick with the game plan and 
give them nothing. After writing all the ques- 
tions down, discussing them with your law- 
yer, and giving the prosecution nothing but 
invocations of constitutional rights, they'll 
give up and take you to see the judge for the 
immunity hearing. 

During the immunity hearing, the judge 
will review the immunity-imposing docu- 
ments the prosecutor provided, the specific 
questions the prosecutor asked of you and 
your nonresponses. The judge will then 
threaten you with prison for the remainder 
of the grand jury's term if you don't start 


answering. Of course, 
you're scared, but your 
will is strong and you've 
tied up loose ends. Your 
best friends will stand 
by you, care for your cat 
and be your spokespeo- 
ple to the outside world 
if you are taken into 
custody. You will return 
once more to the grand jury room for the 
third and final round. 

6. After the fudge Threatens You With Con- 
tempt: The prosecutor and you will be alone 
again with the grand jury. The prosecutor 
again will read you the questions the judge 
has already ordered you to answer, and 
you'll refuse to answer the questions. You 
return to go before the judge, and the judge 
will hear the arguments of your attorney and 
the prosecutor. At this point, without hesita- 
tion, the judge might order you into prison 
for the remainder of the grand jury's term. I 
have to note here that I've represented many 
high-profile Earth and Animal Liberation 
Front activists in grand jury situations, and 
so far no one has been held in contempt, but 
it does happen. 

7. Winning Your Freedom and Immunity From 
Future Grand furies: If you are unlucky enough 
to spend some time in prison (every case is 
different — it could be the remainder of the 
grand jury's 18-month term or just a matter of 


weeks), your lawyer can move to have you re- 
leased well before the end of the grand jury's 
term. Your lawyer could argue that the co- 
ercive effect of imprisonment does not work 
on you, so it is silly to continue holding you. 
If the judge were to agree, you would go free, 
and your grand jury ordeal would be over 
(probably for life, because your strength this 
time will be proof to a future grand jury that 
prison can't make you squeal). Last but not 
least, your community and all your friends 
will be in awe of you because you've proven 
your dedication and shown such courage. 

Do you have a legal question? Contact Stu 
Sugarman at quixoteS16@yahoo.com. Please 
write "Dear EF! Lawyer" in the subject line. 
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Eric McDavid 


IS SENTENCED TO 
NEARLY 20 YEARS 


continued from page 1 

The government also attempted to 
downplay and even deny many of the is- 
sues Mark Reichel, Eric's lawyer, raised 
during the hearing. Perhaps one of the 
most blatant lies told by the government 
was its claim that Eric had only suffered 
one bout of pericarditis during his time in 
Sacramento County Jail. This was a slap 
in the face to Eric, who had to physically 
endure more than one serious encounter 
with this dangerous heart condition; to 
his friends and family, who dealt with the 
emotional strain of having a loved one 
in jail who was suffering from a serious 
medical ailment; and to all of Eric's sup- 
porters, who spent countless hours calling 
and writing the jail to demand that Eric be 
given proper medical care. 

The outcome was one that some of us 
had feared, some had never expected and 
few could actually believe: 19 years, seven 
months for a crime that was never com- 
mitted, for falling prey to a government 
informant, for being entrapped by the state 
and for talking about things the govern- 
ment found to be distasteful. This may be 
the longest sentence for any environmental 


Eric's trial and sentence were clearly 
meant to set an example for anyone 
who dares to even think about 
opposing the state. 



RETRACTION 



L 


prisoner to date. (While Jeffrey "Free" Luers 
was originally sentenced to more than 22 
years for burning three SUVs, his appeal was 
finally successful, reducing his sentence to 
10 years.) Even folks who were found guilty 
of — or who pleaded guilty to — committing 
multiple acts of arson and vandalism re- 
ceived "only" six to 13 years in prison. It 
seems completely irrational and unjustifi- 
able that someone who did no more than 
talk could be given such an insanely long 
sentence. Yet it happened. Eric's trial and 
sentence were clearly meant to set an ex- 
ample (and the government has stated this 
explicitly in its post-sentencing press re- 
leases) for anyone who dares to even think 
about opposing the state. It's a scary prec- 
edent and one that's not to be taken lightly. 

Unfortunately, we can only assume that we 
will see more of these cases in the future. 

Similar sentences will surely follow. 

The government stated repeatedly — 
in pretrial press releases, during trial, 
in its sentencing memorandum and at 
the sentencing hearing — that Eric's ac- 
tions constituted terrorism. In its sen- 
tencing memorandum, the government 
stated, "McDavid's home-grown brand of 
ecoterrorism is just as dangerous and in- 
sidious as international terrorism. A 20- 
year term of imprisonment demonstrates 
that the public does not tolerate those 

who would generate fear and inflict massive property damage 
in order to oppose government policy." This kind of hyperbole 
and blatant disregard for the truth is consistent with the govern- 
ment's rabid campaign against environmentalists, anarchists or 
anyone else it sees as challenging the status quo. While equating 
Eric with international terrorists is an outrageous and disgusting 
use of rhetoric, the statement — and Eric's sentence — speaks vol- 
umes about the lengths to which the government is willing to 
go to pursue these kinds of convictions. The message: "Stand up 


Following consultation with federal agencies, we at Elle 
wish to retract this article. Not because of the stream of 
factual inaccuracies beginning in the second sentence 
(there has never been a Crimethlnc. convergence in 
Athens, Georgia), but because in the current political 
climate it is irresponsible to even pretend to give a fair 
hearing to radical anti-capitalists. Even if Anna's story is a 
cut-and-dried case of entrapment, we have to understand 
this as a necessary defense of our free market freedoms. 

Not to say that we are not concerned about the 
environment at Elle. On the contrary, the global 
environmental crisis offers unprecedented opportunities 
to promote sustainable fashions (p. 98), give the meat 
industry a makeover (p. 245), and renew faith in this 
country's discredited electoral process (p. 104); even the 
color green itself is making a comeback (p. 72). Consumer 
capitalism may be threatening life on earth, but there's 
simply no other option — that is, not unless you're willing 
to join the ranks of the eco-terrorists. 


et’s say a corporate fashion magazine 
prints a flattering interview with an 
FBI informant who heartlessly set 
up some environmentally conscious 
young people. Let's say the magazine prints 
this interview in its "green" issue, no less, 
and that it includes all sorts of factual errors. 
What's a concerned citizen to do? Send an 
angry letter straight to the editor's recycle 
bin? Sue the magazine for libel? Start a rival 
corporate magazine? 

It appears that some vigilantes decided 
that direct action was their best bet to get 
a hearing. Shortly after the publication of 


the May issue of Elle maga- 
zine, which included an 
interview with FBI infor- 
mant "Anna" on her efforts 
to ruin Eric McDavid's life, 
this post appeared on an In- 
ternet blog: 

"This month, as every 
month, I tromped over to 
Borders to purchase the 
new issue of Elle magazine. 
I was delighted to see that 
the May 2008 Elle is its 
third Green Issue. Thanks to 
funding from Aveeno®, it's 
even printed on 10-percent 
post-consumer recycled pa- 
per! But when I opened the 
magazine, I discovered a 
sticker pasted across one of 
the articles." 

The post included a PDF 
of the sticker. The blog en- 
try was widely reposted, and comments 
indicated that people across the nation 
were encountering these stickers. Within 
48 hours, the story was all over fashion 
and gossip websites. Elle magazine made a 
public statement that the stickers "were not 
generated" by Elle and that it was "inves- 
tigating the situation." Some of the other- 
wise apolitical gossip blogs that reported on 
the story expressed concern about the con- 
duct of the FBI and noted the hypocrisy of 
Elle ' s greenwashing. You can bet the article's 
author got a dressing down for her shoddy 
research, too. 


against us, and you will be locked away for 20 years — even if you 
just think it. And don't you dare talk about it." 

This is no excuse to cower in fear or silence your voice. The govern- 
ment intends to hold Eric hostage for 20 years to terrorize whoever 
might question its actions, intentions and authority. We must have the 
strength and courage to stand up for what we know is right, to hold on 
to our integrity in the face of repression, to see clearly what it is we are 
up against and to know why it is so important for us to fight back. 

For more information, visit www.supporteric.org. 


\ 
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Scr.vi ng nearly eight' years '.for ELF arsons at an 
SUV dealership, ami a' hybritj popfanfarm. 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, CH-8105 
Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serving 18 years for 
.using explosives; to target nuclear facility pow- 
er lines and for the alleged murder of a Swiss 
border guard. Camenisch reads French, Ger- 
man, Spanish and Italian fluently, as well as 
some English. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, Columbia 

Prisoner and Legal updates ‘Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP Winchester, River Correctional Institution, 9111 NE Sun- 

•Tre Arrow, SWIS #640393, Multnomah Romsey Rd, Winchester, S022 5DF, UK. Await- derland Ave, Portland, OR 97211, USA. Serving 
County Detention Center, 1120 SW 3rd Ave, ing trial for alleged conspiracy to blackmail peo- 10 years for arson at a car dealership and at- 
Portland, OR 97204, USA. Pleaded guilty on pie linked to Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). tempted arson of an oil truck. For more infor- 
June 3, to two counts of arson for burning log- ‘Natasha Avery, NR8987, and Heather Nich- mation, visit www.freefreenow.org. 
ging trucks and vehicles owned by a sand and olson, VM4859, HMP Bronzefield, Woodthorpe ‘Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, FCI Phoenix, 
gravel company. Arrow’s sentencing is sched- Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK. Await- 37910 N 45th Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85086, USA. 
uled for August 12. For more information, visit ing trial for alleged conspiracy to blackmail Serving 4.25 years for the Animal Liberation 
www.trearrow.org. people linked to HLS. Front/ELF arson of a horse slaughterhouse and 

•Daniele Casalini, Casa Circondariale, Via ‘Vaggelis Botzatzis, Dikastikes Fylakes Komo- meat-packing plant. For more information, vis- 
Burla 59, 43100-Parma PR, Italy. Awaiting trial finis, TK 69100, Greece. Awaiting trial for the it www.supportjonathan.org. 

for allegedly using explosives to damage power alleged arson of a bank, a car dealership and ‘James Tucker, #218447, Clay Countyjail, 915 

lines. Casalini is a member of II Silvestre, an two cars owned by an energy company. 9th Ave N, Moorhead, MN 56561. Serving 3.6 

Italian eco-anarchist group and frequent target ‘Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP Woodhill, years for the ELF arson of a construction site, 
of state repression. Tattenhoe St, Milton Keynes, Buckingham- ‘Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360-086, FCI 

•Christoph, Jan, Kevin Kroemmer, Leo, Mar- shire, MK4 4DA, UK. Awaiting trial for conspir- Dublin, Camp Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th St, Dub- 
tin Baliuch and Sabine, c/o Antirep 2008, Post- acy to blackmail and possession of explosives lin, CA 94568, USA. Serving nearly eight years 
fach 101, 1070 Vienna, Austria. On May 21, in connection with the campaign against Ox- for ELF arsons at an SUV dealership and a hy- 
10 Austrian aboveground animal rights activ- ford University's primate lab. For more infer- brid poplar farm, 
ists were arrested and charged with forming a mation, visit www.myspace.com/supportmel. 

criminal organization to commit direct action. ‘Sacramento Delfino Cano Hernandez and Indigenous Resistance 
Three are on hunger strike to demand access to Oscar Santa Maria Caro, CERESO, Miahuatlan ‘Byron Shane of Chubbuck© Clan, #07909- 

vegan food. Some have intentionally withheld de Porfirio Diaz, Hall B, Cell 5, Oaxaca, Mexico. 051, USP Coleman I, POB 1033, Coleman, FL 

their last names. Awaiting trial on unknown charges stemming 33521, North America. Serving 80 years for ag- 

•Rodney Coronado, #03895-000, FCI El from the popular resistance in Oaxaca. Santa gravated assault of federal agents, escape and 
Reno, POB 1500, El Reno, OK 73036, USA. Maria is a known member of Resistance Against bank robbery. "Oso Blanco" funneled money 
Serving one year for distribution of informa- Animal Torture. that he stole from banks to the Zapatista Na- 

tion related to the assembly of explosives and ‘Marie Mason is under house arrest while tional Liberation Army in Mexico, 
weapons of mass destruction. Be aware that the awaiting trial for alleged involvement in a se- ‘Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP Lewis- 
prison may punish Coronado for receiving rad- ries of ELF actions against genetic engineering burg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 17837, USA. 
ical materials in the mail. He has been moved and development. For more information, visit Peltier, an American Indian Movement activist, 
to the above address. For more information, www.freemarie.org. is serving life in prison after being framed for 

visit www.supportrod.org. ‘Michael Sykes, 100 E 2nd St, Monroe, MI the deaths of two FBI agents killed during the 

•Francesco Gioia, CC Sollicciano, Via Gi- 48161, USA. Awaiting trial for the alleged ar- 1975 Pine Ridge siege. For more information, 
rolamo Minervini 2/R, 50142-Firenze Sollic- son of two newly constructed condominiums, visit www.freepeltier.org. 
ciano FI, Italy. Awaiting trial for allegedly using and possibly for burning a supermarket, dam- 
explosives to damage power lines. Gioia is a aging an 80-foot utility pole, defacing a US flag. ' MOVE; 

member of II Silvestre. with an anarchy symbol, burning the flag and The MOVE 9, members of an eco-revolution- 

•Paola Gori, Via delle Macchie 9, 57124- attempting to siphon gas from an undercover ary group, were framed for the murder of a cop 
Livorno LI, Italy. Awaiting trial for alleged sub- cop car that was tailing him. dnd sentenced to 30 years to 100 years each, 

versive conspiracy to rob a post office. Gori is a Delbert On Africa's parole hearing is scheduled 

member of II Silvestre. Animal Liberation for November. The others were denied parole 

•Sean Kirtley, WC6977, HMP Blakenhurst, ‘Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, and Kerry Whit- this Spring. For more information, visit www. 

Hewell Ln, Redditch, B97 6QS, UK. Sentenced burn, TB4886, HMP Lowdham Grange, Lowd- onamove.com. 

on May 31, to 4.5 years for organizing legal ham, Nottingham, NG14 7DA, UK. Serving 12 ‘Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Janet Hol- 
demonstrations against animal-testing compa- years for conspiracy to blackmail a supplier of loway Africa, #006308, and Janine Phillips 
ny Sequani. For more information, see page 20 guinea pigs for vivisection. Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge Springs, 

orvisitsupportsean.wocdpress.com. ‘Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI Victorville 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 

• Eric McDavid, #16209-097, FCI Victorville Medium I, POB 5300, Adelanto, CA 92301, 16403, USA. 

Medium II, POB 5700, Adelanto, CA 92301, USA. Serving four years for conspiracy charges ‘Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
USA. Sentenced on May 8, to 19.5 years for stemming from his work with Stop Hunting- Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, SCI Graterford, 
conspiracy to destroy the US Forest Service's don Animal Cruelty (SHAC). For more infor- POB 244, Graterford, PA 19426, USA. 

Institute of Forest Genetics, a cell-phone tower mation, visit www.supportjake.org. ‘Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 

and power plants. He has been moved to the ‘Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP Parkhurst, SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, PA 
above address. For more information, see page Clissold Rd, Newport, Isle of Wight, PO30 17932, USA. 

1 or visit www.supporteric.org. 5NX, UK. Serving an "indefinite sentence" of ‘William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, and Del- 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, Columbia at least six years — with no fixed release date or bert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, Follies 
County Jail, 403 Jackson St, Portage, W1 53901, upper limit — for arson against targets linked to Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

USA. Serving seven years for Earth Liberation the vivisection industry. 

Front (ELF) arsons at a lumber company and a ‘Lauren Gazzola, #93497-01 1, FCI Danbury, Other Political Prisoners 
hybrid poplar farm. McGowan has been tempo- Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, USA. Serving 4.5 ‘Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
rarily transferred to the above address, possibly years for conspiracy charges stemming from WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 54, Vanda- 
so that he can be called before a grand jury. For her work with SHAC. For more information, lia, MO 63382-0300, USA. Before receiving 

more information, visit www.supportdaniel.org. visitwww.supportlauren.com. a life sentence in the early 1990s for shoot- 

•Constantino Ragusa, who is awaiting trial ‘Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP Downview, ing a stalker in self-defense, Thompson was 
for allegedly using explosives to damage power Sutton Ln, Sutton, Surrey, SM2 5PD, UK. Serv- active in animal rights and environmental 
lines and who served more than two years for ing 5.5 years for conspiracy to damage vehicles campaigns. 

arson of a corporate office and for protesting owned by people linked to HLS. ‘Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC Car- 

genetic engineering, has been released to house ‘Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI Sheridan, swell, Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, Ft. 
arrest. Ragusa is a member of II Silvestre. POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Serving Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving nearly nine 

•John Smith, who is serving 12 years for con- three years for conspiracy charges stemming years for violating her parole by dumping 
spiracy to blackmail a British supplier of guinea from his work with SHAC. For more informa- a- cup of red paint over the security appara- 
pigs for vivisection, has asked to be removed tion, visit www.joshharper.org. tus of a federal court and making warnings 

from prisoner support lists so that others can ‘Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, FCI ("threats") of weapons of mass destruction, 
receive more support. Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, MN 55072, In 2004, Woodson completed 20 years for 

•Briana Waters, #36432-086, FDC SeaTac, USA. Serving six years for conspiracy charges disarming a Minuteman II missile silo with 

POB 13900, Seattle, WA 98198, USA. Sentenced stemming from his work with SHAC. For more a jackhammer, mailing warning letters with 

on July 19, to six years for the ELF arson of the information, visit www.supportkevin.com. bullets inside to officials, and robbing a bank 

University of Washington's Center for Urban ‘Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, FCI But- and burning the money. 

Horticulture, which Waters insists she was not ner Medium II, POB 1500, Butner, NC 27509, 

involved in. For more information, visit www. USA. Serving three years for conspiracy charges Prisoner Support Groups 
supportbriana.org. stemming from his work with SHAC. For more ‘Earth Liberation Prisoners Support Network, 

information, visit www.andystepanian.com. elp4321@hotmail.com; www.spiritoffreedom. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing org.uk. • 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI Greene, Ecodefense ‘National Jericho Movement, POB 1272, 

175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, PA 15370, USA. ‘Grant Barnes, #137563, San Carlos Correc- New York, NY 10013, USA; www.thejericho 
Awaiting resentencing to either life in prison or tional Facility, POB 3, Pueblo, CO 81002, USA. movement.com. 

death. Abu-Jamal, a politically active journalist, Serving 12 years for the ELF arson of SUVs. ‘North American Earth Liberation Prison- 

was framed for the murder of a cop in 1981. For ‘Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359-086, FCI Lorn- ers Support Network, naelpsn@mutualaid.org; 

more information, visit www.freemumia.org. poc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lompoc, CA 93436, USA. www.ecoprisoners.org. 
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The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support 
I groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners van’ according to individual prisons. Before send- 
ing monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask pmotiery ffydT the t regulations are. Assume that 
j the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. Wheh-prisbriptf ate 'awaiting trial or sentencing, it 
is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them: Although some-prisoners are listed together, 
they must be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain a discounted subscription to. the EF! Journal by 
sending a book of 10 42c stamps to POB 3023, Tucson, AZ, 85702. 'individuals who want to sponsor a 
prisoner's subscription should send $20 to the same address. ’ 


Prisoners in the Struggle Support Them 
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Can't subscribe to the Earth First ! Journal because you don't have 

a mailing address? 

Give your subscription to a prisoner! 


We need support from every reader. Everyone at the Rendezvous is excited 
to read the EF!J, but only about 10 percent subscribe. Most say they can't 
because they have no permanent address. 

If this sounds like you, then it's time to support the Journal by 
donating a subscription to a prisoner! We get many letters asking 
for subscriptions but can only provide a limited number to prisoners ,J§ 
for free. It's only $20, but it goes a long way toward keeping the aM\ 

Journal afloat. M Dug 

Send $20 and a note saying, "It's for a prisoner subscription!" - 

Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
(520) 620-6900 • collective@earthfirstjournal.org 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 
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Printed on Sweatshop-Free 
Organic Cotton! Available in 
Woman’s and Men’s sizes. 


www.earthflrstjournal.ora 


Classic Earth First! T-shirts available! 

Also bike stickers, buttons, zines and more. 

www.peacesupplies.org 

"I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an 
outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I 
M % died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 

H jSaiAprajbk, , egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 

I became alive to many other things — became alive to 
the Circle. I became alive to the native lifeway. I became 
V * / alive to the connectedness of all things. I became alive 

\ /jPlv' to trusting, being and the now. My heart is fdl. I have 

much to share, more than words can say." 
ffF — Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron 

(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

COULD AYEAR IN THE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU? 
vmvr.teachingdrum.org 

(715) 546-2944 


writings by Rod Coronado 

dtj 1 f\ all money 
tjP I goes to Rod 


flamingarrows.mountainrebel.net 


WE NEED YOU 

to come edit with us 

•v. ^ . 


The Earth First! Journal is actively 
seeking a new member of our editorial 
staff. It could be you! 

Being a part of the Journal is full of 
rewards: working on a consensus basis 
with a tight collective to create a pub- 
lication essential to this movement. 

Our new long-term editor ideally 
will be familiar with Earth First! and 
the radical environmental move- 
ment, be personally compatible with 
existing staff, have excellent editing 
skills, be computer literate, have a 
sense of humor and be able to com- 
mit to at least a year and a half. When 
it comes down to it, though, all you 
really need is passion and determina- 
tion. As a collective, all of the work is 
shared, so a motivated, hard-working 
individual is.required! 

We just moved into a new office/ 
house, so when you first get here, 
you'll live and work in fancy digs here 
in Tucson. The dumpster scene is top- 
notch, the radical community is as 
friendly as can be and there are really 
good vegan burritos for only $2.99! 

The monsoon rains make late Sum- 
mer one of the nicest (and craziest) 
times to be in Tucson. If the skies are 
blue and the Summer heat feels like a 
bit much, there are lots of beautiful, 
cooler places to explore nearby. We 
are in the center of the giant saguaro's 
homeland, surrounded by grasslands, 


canyons and sky islands. Mount 
Lemmon sits on the edge of Tucson, 
at more than 9,000 feet tall, topped 
with pines, bears and snow (for much 
of the year). 

Now, imagine being in this setting 
while you're communicating with 
inspiring activists around the world. 
You'll spend your days getting first- 
hand accounts of direct actions in de- 
fense of the Earth and turning these 
stories into the periodical that is, 
more than any other, the one publica- 
tion that radical environmental activ- 
ists use to inspire and communicate 
with one another. 

We also welcome people with a va- 
riety of talents and activist experience 
to come and work for one or two is- 
sues of the Journal as a "short-term" 
editor. This adds to the diversity of 
voices and energy in the Journal. Spots 
on the collective are available as early 
as July! This is a paid two- or four- 
month commitment. 

To apply, send your resume, a letter of 
interest, a writing sample, your activist 
history and the names of some activ- 
ists who can vouch for you to the EF! 
Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
For more info, contact (520) 620-6900; 
collective@earthfirstjoumal.org. 
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O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 

O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $50 Air Mail, International 
O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

' ip+4 O $40 Anonymous Envelope 

Country O $25 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

O me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 

Ma.l: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions I Credit Card Orders circle one: Visa / MC 

POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 

Online: www.earthfirstjournal.org XP ' 3 * e 


T-Shirts 
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Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 


ill F ind the EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one 

ARIZONA roadblockef@yahoo.com 

Catalyst Infoshop KANSAS 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 Solidarity! Radical Library 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

Flagstaff Activist Network (785) 865-1374 

POB 9 1 1 , Flagstaff, AZ 86002 MAINE 

info@flagstaffactivist.org Maine EF! 

ARKANSAS POB 1072, Belfast, ME 04915 

Arkansas EF! maineef@yahoo.com 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com Native Forest Network 

CALIFORNIA nfnmaine@gmail.com 

ACT UP! San Francisco Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com penbay@justice.com 

Free Mind Media People’s Free Space 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@freemindmedia.org info@peoplesfreespace.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 
(530) 241-1007 
Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! Mass Direct Action 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

(707) 822-1513 info@massdirectaction.org 

Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.com 


Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia EF!-Eugene 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

Cascadia EF!-Stumptown 

POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 

stumptownef@riseup.net 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

Rising Tide Cascadia 

cascadia@risingtidenorthamerica.org 


EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 


Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 


Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 


Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Lone Star EF! 

lonestaref@gmail.com; www.huntsab.org/lonestaref.htm 

Utah. . ... . 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 
(43S) 866-2137 


Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & 

Media Project 

POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 776-1721; confluence@lists.indymedia.org 


Save the Corporations From Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 


Blue Ridge Earth First! 

blueridgeef@yahoo.com 


Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 
Boulder, CO 80309 
wsg@colorado.edu 


The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 

2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 

Olympia, WA 98505 

(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 

The Last Wizards * 

james@Iastwizards.com ' > 


Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 
(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 
Wild Rockies EF!. 

odinswyrd@yahoo.com 1 ' 

NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

<308) 432-3458; buffaJobruce@panhandle.net 


Environmental Library Fund 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
ELQRIDA. . ... 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! - ' . '.%• . - ' 

822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

Gulf Coast Lowlands EF! 

(727) 688-5901; grommit770@gmail.com 


Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, W1 53703 

(608) 262-9036 •' 


Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(201) 928-2831; activism@wetlands-preserve.org 


Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 


Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 81303, Athens, GA 30608 
primalwai@gmail .com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

1740 W Greenleaf Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 

(773) 465-7774 

IQYVA 

Des Moines EF! 

c/o Crimethlnc. Neighborhood Watch 
POB 41416, Des Moines, IA 50311 
INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Roadblock EF! 


PROJECTS 6 
CAMPAIGNS 


Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raleigh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
risingtide@mountainrebel.net 
OHIO 

HockHocking EF! 

info@easternforestdefense.org 

The Wire: A Community Resource Center 

21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 

OREGON 


EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

(925) 376-7329 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

(202) 657-6772 

Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 

info@rootforce.org 

Warrior Poets Society 

POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton, BN1 4JA, UK 

maiI@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 

London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.cp.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

green .rage@web.de 

ICELAND 

Saving Iceland 

savingiceland@riseup.net 


www.savingiceland.org 


EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 


ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, . 

Amsterdam, Netherlands 

31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 

GroenFront! Netherlands 

POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 

2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 

NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawsorr Rd/by Forestry Junction, 

Benin .City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
01 12-44-84-43 


EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
GroenFront! Belgium 
2007@groenfront.be; www.groenfront.be 
CANADA 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca 


Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 


Green Korea- United 
1 10-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 
136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 
Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greehkorea.org 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local, and regional Campaigns; free advertising 
space in the Journal; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more information, 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; colIective@earthfirstjournaI.org. 
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LOCKING 
DOWN at 
AHP-OHIO 

A REPORT FROM 
THE POST-RONDY 
ACTION 


by Sarah Azwell 

H okhokken Earth First!, the southeastern Ohio chapter of EF!, 
has been supporting Meigs Community Action Now 
(Meigs CAN) for about one year. We've been raising funds, 
writing letters and sending representatives to public hearings to 
formally comment against all new coal activity in Ohio. Meigs 
CAN has exhausted every possible avenue for polite, legal appeals 
to American Municipal Power (AMP Ohio) in efforts to stop a coal- 
fired power plant scheduled to be built in Meigs County. 

This power plant is one of five proposed coal plants within a 
10-mile radius of each other. Four coal plants already exist within 
that same area, and the community of Racine, Ohio, is already 
suffering from high concentrations of rare cancers, lung prob- 
lems and premature death rates. Local families are also experienc- 
ing the loss of drinkable water. In these times of much flooding, 
wells that families have been drinking from since before the Civil 
War are drying up. If these coal plants and associated new mining 
projects are not stopped, Meigs County will become the most pol- 
luted county in the entire nation. Its people will be sacrificed for 
the gluttonous energy consumption of those in other states who 
won't feel the effects of this concentrated pollution. It will be 
ecocide and the genocide of poor rural people with no recourse. 

The AMP Ohio corporate office in Columbus, Ohio, was cho- 
sen as the site of this year's post-Round River Rendezvous action 
because the AMP Ohio plant is the first of five proposed plants to 
get all of its permits in line. 

- Last March, .students from Mountain Justice Spring Break went 
to the AMP corporate office in Columbus to speak directly with 
CEO Marc Gerken. They were very polite. Gerken refused to 
( continued on page 7 



Lockdown at the AMP office 
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A tee-pee with a Mohawk Warrior flag has been 
set up at a Hampton Inn construction site. King- 
span development company is trying to build on 
unceded native land (photo by M. Ladan). 


by a Southern Ontario Comrade 
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T he current conflict in Brantford, 
Ontario, Canada, is anything but 
unexpected. Brantford sits within 
seven miles of the Six Nations reserve, 
and has been squatting on unceded na- 
tive lands known as the Haldiman tract 
for 130 years. It has been the target of 
constant protests for almost a year now 
as the city continues to hand out fraud- 
ulent leases and deeds for land that the 
Six Nations have neither sold nor sur- 
rendered. A quick look into the past re- 
veals continued resistance to the sprawl 
and destruction that the city has sanc- 
tioned for years. 

Other Six Nations resistance be- 
came known in 2006 when they took 
back Kanonhstaton, or "The Protected 
Place," which is located outside of the 
settler town of Caledonia, Ontario. This 
is where Six Nations warriors successfu- 
lly pushed out an armed Ontario Pro- 
vincial Police (OPP) raid, set fire to 
bridges, destroyed hydroelectric trans- 
formers, attacked and stole an SUV full 
of US and Canadian law enforcement 
officers, and crippled the entire town. 

Brantford, just like Caledonia, has 
passed an injunction banning native 
protests. As in Caledonia, these injunc- 
tions have threatened violence from the 
Ontario government and produced an 
amazing offensive from the Six Nations 
community. 

Like the Six Nations, Mohawks from 
Tyendinaga, a small Ontario reserve of 
2,000 people with a much smaller war- 
rior society, successfully shut down a 


ONTARIO 


city and its expansion into surround- 
ing wild places by scaring away profit- 
seeking developers. They have shown 
how plausible it is to combat urban 
sprawl and development. They have also 
demonstrated first hand that capital in- 
frastructure is extremely vulnerable and 
can render a government on its knees 
when its pocket book is snatched. 

These resisting communities vary in 
size, but they have all caught the atten- 
tion of a broad base of supporters. The 
straightforward method they are using) 
in order to draw attention to the con- 
tinued colonization of the land and its 
creatures is inspiring and reproducible. 
They will not sit by waiting for a resolu- 
tion at the bargaining table while their 
territory is sold off and destroyed. 

But settlers are not privileged 
enough to have only a spectator's role 
in all of this. The struggle to free this 
land from the grips of capitalism is 
ours as well. It is only after the settler's 
warrior spirits are awakened that we 
will see that we need to stop the rails, 
block the highways and bring down 
the electrical pylons. The struggle 
against colonization and capitalism 
is all around us. It is present in all of 
capital's projects. 

We need to look no further than the 
problems in our own backyard to find 
targets for our solidarity. Solidarity by 
settlers has the potential of unravel- 
ing this occupying army, but the Klana- 
dian and AmeriKKKan state will remain 
strong as long as people continue to see 
only natives resisting. 

continued on page 22 
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Each morning of this hot Chuk'son Summer, I 
stretch before starting the editing duties of the day. 

Working on this issue of the Earth First! foumal has 
been my first time in the Sonoran desert. I take note 
of the air and sky across the Catalina Mountains, at 
the next monsoon conjuring. The fates of all of us 
are decided up above those rocky peaks, where mois- 
ture and electricity parliament before handing down 
the day's judgment. 

I hear the singular cries of a family of I 
raptors, nesting and living somehow in 
this grassy downtown park in the middle 
of the desert. I know that I am like those 
birds, following water from where the 
pipes take it. My history stretches back 
through the forest spring by my home 
(soon to be ravaged), where my lips 
tasted bliss, on down into the Earth, to HH 
aquifers filled by rains that my ancestors KM 
danced to. So far now from its source, I 
still remember the promise of Jinx's kiss, 
which will bring me back to the forest Ms we go tri print here at Earth First!, 

some day, and, inside of me, I remember the relation- we are hoping foe a total siege in the streets; not 
ships people here before us had with the land. Both only at the conventions, but of the November 
of these memories flash in me with the possibility of elections, against 1-69, in 2010, at other occupa- 
being reawakened. tions and in a spanning consummation of the 

Knowledge that something else is possible finds its world we want- — even in places we've neither been 
way to me even as I stare out at the desert metropo- to nor seen. When fighting for the most important 
lis. Reminders are everywhere. This Summer has thing irv our lives, there is no compromise. What 
seen a leap in direct actions with total disregard for we want hafafways been more than what can fit 
the elections or the Green Rapture that has uprooted on an island, anyway. 

so many weak hearts. Evidently, there are warriors — Limm'ric 
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And like victims of other forms of 
oppression, these victims of specie- 
sism are not viewed as living beings 
capable of thinking, feeling or suf- 
fering. They're seen as biomachines. 
Research subjects. Treated like furry 
test tubes. 

Why are animals being exploited 
and tortured to death at UC-Berkeley? 
Because National Institutes of Health 
grant money makes it a career. Profes- 
sor Jack Gallant wakes up daily and 
goes to work, where he locks primates 
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by Stop Cal Vivisection 

In the basement of a large, grey, Univer- 
sity of California, Berkeley (UC-Berkeley) 
building known as the Northwest Animal 
Facility, 40,000 animals are subjected to the 
most heinous violence imaginable. 


cops camped out on their lawns to "protect" 
them from above-ground activists. POM Won- 
derful abandoned animal testing after becom- 
ing the focus of a campaign. Audie Leventhal, 
formerly of the University of Utah, is no lon- 
ger torturing non-human primates and has 
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of water. In torment, they're forced to 
perform visual fixations with electrodes in- 
serted deep into their brains. Yang Dan and 
Ralph Freeman drive to the building where 
cats and kittens suffer in stereotaxic devices 
with electrodes inserted into their brains. 
From birth until death, mechanical stabili- 
zation of their eyes restricts them from at- 
taining the smallest of freedoms, even the 
ability to blink naturally. Frederic Theunis- 
sen spends his day drilling holes into the 
skulls of songbirds bolted into stereotaxic 
devices for invasive brain recordings. A con- 
clusion Theunissen has reached after years 
of his violent studies: "There may exist an 
overall sexual preference for a male with 
a sexy song." These are just a few of UC- 
Berkeley's vivisectors who have been met 
over the past year with a campaign to hold 
them accountable for the suffering they in- 
flict on sentient beings. 

Activist campaigns against vivisection 
have gained momentum and won victories 
in recent years. Dario Ringach of the Uni- 
versity of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) 
abandoned vivisection after becoming the 
target of a campaign. UCLA vivisectors have 


than 40,000 animals are being tortured to death at UC-Berkeley. 

essentially been driven out of state to live in th 
his Nevada vacation home. ag 

Many of these campaigns have relied on to 
demonstrations that publicly denounce vivi- 
sectors at their homes. The Utah House of in 
Representatives passed a bill to conceal the m 
names, personal addresses and phone num- ar 
bers of University of Utah animal research- cc 
ers. Activists have been hit with restraining ba 
orders in Los Angeles. And on the state level wi 
in California, the California Animal Enter- wi 
prise Protection Act would make it a crime 
to post the name or address of a vivisector ro 
on the Internet. sh 

They're scared because tactics that hit on a C< 
personal level work. This is why UC-Berkeley to 
is actively trying to put an end to this sort na 
of resistance with threats of police investiga- ch 
tions, media smears and ridiculous rhetoric, th 
"These people should be banned from sil 
harassing people in their homes. They are liv 
domestic terrorists, and the FBI has started ab 
treating them just as they would al-Qa'ida," wi 
UC-Berkeley spokesman Robert Sanders told 
the San Jose Mercury News, referring to the or 
legal, above-ground campaign of Stop Cal w\ 


Vivisection. UC-Berkeley effected a removal 
of Stop Cal Vivisection's website, and sent 
letters threatening a lawsuit to their new 
site host, demanding that the "Meet the 
Vivisectors" page and information about 
a new lab be removed. Restraining orders 
have also been threatened, but in 
recent corporate media coverage, 
UC-Berkeley admitted that they do 
not have enough evidence to move 
forward. The threats to the-site host 
are just as likely only a scare tactic, as 
all of the information published is le- 
>gal and could be found in the phone 
book or with an Internet search. 

Last October, 20 activists were ar- 
rested in relation to the campaign, but 
the district attorney never moved for- 
ward with charges. There has also been 
small-scale police repression and spy- 
ing, as well as sensational quotes about 
the campaign from the local FBI, but 
the fight continues. Home demonstrations 
against vivisectors and others complicit in 
torture have been occurring frequently. 

A new torture facility is currently be- 
ing constructed at UC-Berkeley. The $ 266- 
million Li Ka-Shing Center for Biomedical 
and Health Sciences, which is scheduled for 
completion in March 2010, will include a 
basement-level vivisection laboratory, and 
would expand UC-Berkeley's existing North- 
west Animal Facility by 70 percent. 

To stand a chance at preventing these hor- 
rors, we must continue to personalize this 
struggle. The individuals at UC-Berkeley 
Capital Projects, McCarthy Building Contrac- 
tors, and Drilltech Drilling and Shoring have 
names and addresses. They make the daily 
choice to assist in oppression. And we have 
the power to stop them. The people respon- 
sible walk our streets, shop in our stores and 
live in our communities. Hold them account- 
able by whatever means you are comfortable 
with, because the horror needs to end. 

For more information on the campaign 
or to learn the addresses of vivisectors, visit 
www.pixelexdesign.com/stopcalvivisection. 


Let's put a 
stop to this 
publicly 
financed 
holocaust. 
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Yet More Green Scare Arrests! 


BY DONNY 

While we are still reeling from 
the unjust sentences given to 
Eric McDavid and Briana Waters 
(see EF!J July- August 2008) — and 
the on-going tribulations of Ma- 
rie Mason, Stephanie Fultz and 
Aren Burthwick (see EF!J May- 
June 2008) — another chapter of 
the Green Scare has unfolded. 
Due to events happening close 
to the Journal's press time, this 
information is certainly incom- 
plete and likely to change as new 
things come to light. This what 
we know now. 

In the early morning of July 
20, 2000, a US Forest Service 
(USFS) facility in Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin, was attacked. Ap- 
proximately 500 research poplar 
trees that were part of the Poplar 
Genome Project were damaged 
with saws and scraping tools in a 
process known as "ring barking," 
which kills the trees. In addition, 
"numerous" USFS vehicles were 
"permanently defaced" with 
spray paint and etching cream. 
References to the Earth Libera- 
tion Front (ELF) were left at the 
site. The government estimates 


that the total damage exceeded 
$500,000. A communique was 
sent from the ELF afterward. 

Toward the end of this past 
July, the government made three 
arrests in connection with this 
action. Katherine Christianson 
was arrested in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico; Nathan Ellringer was 
arrested in Eau Claire, Wiscon- 
sin; and Bryan Rivera (aka Bryan 
Lefey) was arrested in Olym- 
pia, Washington. All three were 
charged with one count of "dep- 
redation of property belonging 
to the USFS" and one count of 
"conspiracy to commit depre- 
dation of property belonging 
to the USFS." Christianson and 
Ellringer pled not guilty and are 
free awaiting their trial, . sched- 
uled to begin on December 1. At 
the time of this writing, it is un- 
known what plea Rivera has en- 
tered. He is being held in jail in 
Tacoma, Washington, until he is 
transferred to Madison, Wiscon- 
sin, to appear in trial in late Au- 
gust. If convicted, each person 
faces up to 15 years in prison. 

The two other people the gov- 
ernment is connecting to this 
attack are Green Scare prisoner 


Daniel McGowan, who appeared 
before a grand jury in Wiscon- 
sin twice this Summer, and Ian 
Wallace, a known government 
informant. McGowan served a 
week in a Madison jail for con- 
tempt charges related to not co- 
operating with the government 
during his grand jury testimony. 
McGowan told the grand jury 
whether or not information 
about him in his plea agreement 
was correct, but he refused to 
give any information on other 
people. McGowan's sentence of 
seven years was halted while he 
served the time for contempt. 

As of now, neither McGowan 
nor Wallace are facing charges 
related to the Rhinelander ac- 
tion. The statute of limitations 
for these actions is eight years, 
meaning that it expired on July 
20, 2008. A sealed federal in- 
dictment from July 17 charged 
Christianson, Ellringer and Ri- 
vera three days before the stat- 
ute of limitations ran out. The 
document was unsealed the next 
week, once the arrests were made. 
It is likely that McGowan or Wal- 
lace would only face charges if a 
sealed indictment emerges that 


was filed before July 20. How- 
ever, the government could al- 
ways come up with a separate 
charge that has a statute of limi- 
tations that has not yet run out. 
It's also important to note that, 
as part of his plea agreement, 
the government has promised 
not to charge McGowan with 
crimes he shares information 
about (regarding only himself, 
not anybody else). Theoretically, 
this would prevent McGowan 
from facing new charges from 
these actions. 

The indictment qv. 
also mentions that 
the five named indi- 
viduals conspired \ yflkY 
"with others, known fednYUL 
and unknown to the V ^ 

grand jury." So, it's 
unclear if there JU 

will be more ar- 
rests stemming 
from this case. 

continued on page 24 


Once again, 
snitching 
is doing 
people in. 




Dear Editor, 

I, too, have shit for brains 
sometimes, so it is great to 
connect with a fellow. 
Good Luck, 

— Mike Holcomb 
Sag Harbor, New York 

Deer Shit, Fur Brains, 

When I got your letter 
asking for contributions, 
my initial reaction was, 
"Donate? I'm already sub- 
scribing!" Then, I looked 
at the check-off amounts 
to donate and thought, 
"Aw, what the heck. An- 
other $25 won't kill me." 
But then, I realized how 
often I shell out $50 for a 
tank of gas without think- 
ing about it and compared 
that to the high that I get 
reading each new issue of 
the Journal. Kind of puts it 
into perspective. So, with- 
out necessarily making 
any comparisons, here is 
the equivalent of a couple 
tankfulls better spent. 

— Anonymous 

T> whom it may concern 
Vly partner, Kevin Ol- 
itt. is a vegan prisoner and 
activist in Santa Barbara 
i ' Linty. California. He and 
ere arrested ana charged 
itn felonies for actions as 
simpie as taking a torurkev 
from a Whole Foods. The 
charges were filed by Home- 
land Security, and we were 
questioned and pressured 
to give information on 
"other groups" that they 
alleged we were involved 
with as a compromise 
for our charges being dis- 
missed. We both refused, 
and as a result, Kevin is 
still in the state prison 
system and currently "out 
to court" in Santa Barbara 
County, where he will stay 
until at least September. 
After that, he will be re- 
turned to state prison. 


Kevin feels greatly cut- 
off from the struggle that 
he has such a passion to 
fight for, and he would love 
letters from anyone who 
supports the Earth, animal 
and humyn struggles. If 
possible, we’d like to make 
a request for letters to be 
sent to him. Thank you so 
much. Write to Kevin Ol- 
liff 607097, CID#287574, 
Santa Barbara County Jail, 
4436 Calle Real, Santa Bar- 
bara, CA 93110. 

Sincerely, 

— Laura 

Letter to Earth First! 
Subject: Reasoning 

I was at a loss when I 
read the article. I have had 
a number of issues on my 
mind and, at this point, 
Earth First! is no better 
than the people who are 
actually responsible. In 
fact, EF! is helping them 
strip what little freedom is 
left. There is no winning. 

1 live in the coal fields. 1 
have seen a rash of night- 
mares. While evervone 
is at the door of the coai 
mdustrv. need 1 remind 
everyone who is against 
nuclear nower that the US 
nad a fleet for over 50 vears 
without incident. 

We need more power 
plants like this — tike the 
French have done. But no. 
that would be too simple. 
That would mean the 
powers-that-be would lose 
money. We can t have that. 
Yes, I agree that we should 
go to alternative sources, 
but we have lost, as we 
have let the powers-that-be 
go too far. We the people 
have done this, and it has 
been going on for decades. 

We live in a country 
driven by greed and cor- 
ruption, not to mention 
that we are broke, in debt, 
with no way out. We worry 


about radicals and riots 
and meetings when we 
should be worrying about 
food and water. 

The strength of the coun- 
try needs to be built back 
and it needs to be built by 
our founding fathers' mor- 
als and trust. If we do not 
change that, our country 
as we know it will become 
a third-world country. 

EF! is just fueling the fire. 
They are not accomplishing 
anything. Many articles and 
a couple of movies come 
to mind: "Deep Impact," 
"Apothos 2036 Jericho," 


'9/11," "leremiah" and 
T he Black Death." These 
. e movies Out the reality 
of truth is dose at hand. 

As I have said, 1 live 
in the coai fields. I have 
been otfered a large sum 
for my property. I would 
be no better than the rest. 
My great grandfather said 
once, "they're not making 
any more land." 

We need to take care of 
the land, or it will take care 
of itself. We are the visi- 
tors, and we need to wake 
up now. 

— Anonymous 

Dear Earth First!, 

Greetings from the Texas 
gulag! I want to express 


my deep gratitude for your 
donating your excellent 
eco-defense journal to me. 
I'm an old, recalcitrant, 
anti-authoritarian outlaw 
doing 25 on 25 (19 down, 
six to go!) in high secu- 
rity or super seg. I receive 
no correspondence other 
than donated media, so 
you might imagine what 
intelligent communication 
means to me. Your paper is 
like the ray of sunshine I 
never see.... 

My heart goes out to 
people caught up in direct 
action litigation: to the 


persons who feel betrayed 
by their weak-hearted 
comrades and a political 
system gone awrv, and to 
those weak-hearted com- 
rades who were overcome 
by terror and torced to 
abandon their values. It's 
a whole lot easier to be a 
staunch and stoic defender 
of eco-justice in the com- 
fort of one's own home 
than when surrounded by 
predatory, menacing law- 
enforcement personnel. 
Been there and done that. 

If a person feels com- 
pelled to exercise direct 
action, it's a necessity to 
become intimate with po- 
lice science. You simply 
must train yourself to think 


like a law-enforcement in- 
vestigator if you can ever 
hope to avoid arrest and 
conviction. You must keep 
your spoor — electronic and 
otherwise — to an abso- 
lute minimum. Needless 
to say, your accomplices 
can’t turn state's evidence 
if you don't have accom- 
plices. You simply cannot 
judge how another, or 
yourself for that matter, 
will react "under fire." 
Are you really ready to 
gamble with possibly de- 
cades of your precious 
life that your comrade 


von f 'breaK weax " under 
the horrendous pressure 
of the state? I wouldn t 
think so... 

Lastly, I want to give 
voice to the chronically 
overlooked truth that 
happiness and peace of 
mind are within and no- 
where else. Acceptance is 
the key. I'm perfectly con- 
tent in my little concrete 
tomb — no windows, no 
nothing — because I have 
learned to quit arguing 
with reality. Faced with 
a quarter of a century of 
confinement, I had no 
choice: It was either make 
peace with myself and re- 
ality or go insane — or take 
my own life. 
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Wherever you are and 
whatever challenges you 
are confronted with, I 
hope you’re able to main- 
tain a sense of humor and 
not take life too seriously. 

Life's but a walking shadow, 
a poor player 

That struts and frets his 
hour upon the stage, 

And then, it is heard no 
more. It is a tale 
Told by an idiot, full of 
sound and fury, 

Signifying nothing . , 

With much respect and 
warm regards, 

— Richard Ostrander 


Dear Earth First!, 

I received Beltane in 
good order. Thank you. 

It had some very inter- 
esting and important in- 
formation, particularly the 
articles about Briana Waters 
(superbly written) and Ma- 
rie Mason, as well as "The 
Bulldozers Have Arrived 
in Indiana." I think the 
"Trans-Texas Corridor," as 
it is called here, is going to 
get run over in Texas. Even 
its Republican sponsors 
are jumping ship! "Front- 
lines," "Environmental 
News of the Weird," etc.... 
Really, an excellent issue 
all the way around. 

Back when the EF!f came 
put of Eugene, I had a free 


prisoner sub. I know it is 
not possible to carry a lot of 
prisoners. At the same time, 
the prisoner ad on page 30 
misses something. Texas 
prisoners are not paid and 
have not been paid in 159 
years. So, 35 cents an hour 
may seem like a lot of mon- 
ey here! Sad, isn’t it? Not 
even $1 a month, let alone 
$3 a day. If you or someone 
associated with you can go 
for it, I would appreciate a 
subscription. I grew up with 
deep ecology and the Gary 
Snyder wisdom in the vet- 
erinary business in Kansas. 


I have always supported EF! 
and related groups. 

. "Ask an EF! Lawyer" was 
good, as far as it went. How- 
ever, when I went through 
the entire process, when I 
got to the CIA, which has 
always kept domestic files, 
they wrote me they did not 
operate under the Freedom 
of Information Act but 
rather under the Privacy 
Act, which I then utilized. 
Stu Sugarman did not say 
if the FBI now checks the 
National Crime Informa- 
tion Center — which they 
operate but is not in Wash- 
ington, DC — an important 
records source. 

I think Briarfa Waters 
has a good shot at reversal. 


A jury out for four and a 
half days is too long, and 
means there was reason- 
able doubt. Plus, her ap- 
peal will be heard in the 
Ninth Circuit. So, her case 
should get a good look. 
Still, as Shakespeare said, 
"While the grass grows, 
the horse dies." Sadistic 
law-enforcement types 
smirk when they say, 
"You may beat the rap, 
but you’ll never beat the 
ride." The rotten SOBs. I 
have 25 years in the ret- 
rograde Texas prison, and 
my case is still in court — 


albeit federal court, at 
this point. 

— Robert Zani 

Earth First!, 

Imagine that! Just the 
other day, I was thinking 
about your group, and to- 
day, I get the #25 Spring/ 
Summer 2008 Green Anar- 
chy in the mail. 

To most people, this 
would be a trivial mo- 
ment, but not to me. My 
mother used to live off of 
Speedway ^nd Craycroft 
on Third Street in Tucson. 
I was there in Pima Coun- 
ty when Earth movers 
were disabled and Earth 
First! was spray- painted 
in green. That was out off 


of Golf Links and Swan. 
Long time ago, but not 
forgotten. 

Now, I’m writing about 
trying to get some mail. My 
people are all shells that 
no . longer resemble any- 
thing human. I get out in 
16 months. I am in contact 
with a volunteer through 
Kansas mutual aid, but 
could use some mail. My 
religion is Asatru. Write to 
Greg A. Weir, #70039, LC- 
MHF F4-430, RR3 Box 30, 
Lamed, KS 67550-9304. 

ELF/ALF, 

— Greg Weir 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

I’m all for getting black 
people involved with EF!, 
but a POC -only space (see 
"We See Color and It Fuck- 
ing Matters," EF!] May- 
June 2008)? Really? Isn’t 
that called segregation? 
Both black and white 
fought and defeated that a 
while ago. I wasn't at the 
Winter Rondy, but split- 
ting into groups of POC 
and whites to discuss the 
racism imbalance seems 
like a really stupid idea. 
You make it sound like 
race is splitting EF! apart, 
but at the same time, you 
want to segregate and have 
POC-only spaces. 

You're right, the white 
(mostly middle class) 
people can leave a sub- 
culture more easily. And 
even I have seen this "let's 
be radical revolutionar- 
ies" trend from the white 
middle class; it's the cool 
thing right now. But in- 
stead of excluding them 
from your stmggle within 
our movement with your 
POC-only spaces, show 
them that this lifestyle is 
not a trend. There are real 
problems. The movement 
is like a microcosm of the 
world; if we can end the 



injustice together in our 
movement, we can end it 
in our world. 

— A Middle-Class, White, 
Privileged, Able-Bodied, 
Straight Male 

Dear EF!] Crew, 

How's it going? I just 
wanted to drop a line 
thanking you all for the 
work you do on the Jour- 
nal and making sure that 
my subscription hasn't run 
out! I’ve read every issue 
since 1995, but haven't re- 
ceived one here since the 
March-April edition. If my 
sub is over, could someone 
drop a quick line to me so 
I can get my support team 
to re-sub me? 

Also, thank you for re- 
moving Chris McIntosh 
from you support list. His 
racism, sexism and anti- 
gay bias have no place in 
our movement, and we 
shouldn't be wasting re- 
sources supporting him. 
That being said, what a sad 
situation. Without the pres- 
sure and stress of living in a 
maximum security prison, 
I bet that kid never would 
have ended up so warped. 
His sad transformation is 
a reminder of the disfigur- 
ing effects of incarceration, 
and, while his new politics 
should be denounced, I 
hope people understand 
the forces of cause and ef- 
fect at work here. Most of 
us militants behind bars 
aren't having Peter Young's 
"long walk to the salad 
bar" experience. 

Anyhow, keep up the 
good work. I look for- 
ward to each new issue. 
I've been thinking of 
submitting something 
for a while now but don't 
know what to write about. 
Any suggestions? 

Always wild, if not free, 
—Josh Harper 
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I and Rivar 

Rendezvous 

uuers ana Forgiveness 


by Legume 

If alchemy is the art of taking bits of simple 
things and changing them into something 
fundamentally different and spectacular, then 
Hock Hocking Earth First! did a phenomenal 
job working the amazing alchemy that is re- 
quired of any Round River Rendezvous (RRR) 
organizing crew to pull off a rowdy week-long 
gathering in the woods of Ohio, for a bunch 
of dirty rebels. The beautiful, diverse hardwood 
forest that sheltered us through thunderstorms 
and kept us cool on the few hot, sunny days 
also featured wood roaches (as anyone who. 
slept under a tarp knows), many amazing me- 
dicinal plants, stunning birdsongs and a clay 


in Ohio, making soda with bioregional in- 
gredients, direct action training, a tour of 
the permaculture demonstration bus, climb 
trainings, the Green Scare, consensus and fa- 
cilitation, mapping our madness, botanical 
medicine, plant walks and more. 

If the RRR is the lifeblood of the national 
movement, then the bioregional roundup is 
the pulse, and oh baby, are we alive and well. 
The bioregional roundup was full of passion- 
ate voices sharing information about the 
critical and inspired work happening all over 
this continent. We are truly everywhere, and 
we're working hard in defense of all things 
wild and free. 

In general, the organizers did a good job 


While voices of youth are critical to main- 
taining a vibrant culture of resistance, there 
is much we can learn from those who have 
been around the sun a few more times than 
we have. I'm a little disturbed by the trend 
I see of new folks getting involved in the 
movement and thinking they invented anti- 
oppression work and that old folks haven't 
got a clue. I feel like I can say this, because 
a few years ago, that was me. A little season- 
ing goes along way. Now, I'm super-grateful 
for any chance I have to connect with folks 
who have been in this movement since I was 
in kindergarten’. There is so much I want to 
learn from them, and an RRR is a great chance 
to connect with those folks and build cross- 


subsoil that acted as a very slippery bottom to of setting up structures that allowed people generational relationships. I deeply appreci- 
mud-covered trails. to have safe space. An all-vegan kitchen, an ate the opportunities this gathering offered 



alcohol-free fire circle and a pre-established to do that, as well as all of the sweet new 
conflict mediation team are key elements tricks I learned from those awesome folks, 
for a successful RRR. Though there were ex- Other highlights of the week included the 
ceptions to these elements, the organizers Warrior Poets Society, naked mud wrestling, 
were obviously working toward this end. a couple of crazy "rowdy fires," mud and 
These are all good examples of the progress falling on my ass in the mud. Unfortunately 
we've made as a movement toward acces- (especially with all of the mud),* there was 
sibility and in the- spirit of prevention of no easily accessible swimming in close prox- 
(rather than reaction to) bad situations. As imity to the site. It was awesome to see (for 
we continue to struggle with issues of race, the first time in a while) not just one, but 
gender, class, etc. within our biocentric two bioregions ready to take on next year's 
movement, my personal hope is that we can RRR — it says something about the state of 
focus on practice more than theory, and the the movement that there are multiple crews 

excited to host the RRR, and willing to 
... wrestle for it. 

^InevitaW RRR 

R,l "' llv ‘ ll """ / ,r " fi ' sf i"X Like the mullein on the mine site, like 
above-mentioned structures are a key step in the silt build up behind the dam, like the 
that direction. grizzly who hunts the hunter, we are alche- 

We have lots more work to do, and some mists transforming a broken culture into .a 
of that was clear over the course of the RRR. future with no mines, dams or sport hunters. 
While there was a spirited and strong contin- There will be rough spots along the way, but 
gent of movement elders, there was a striking if this year's RRR is any indication, a change 
lack of under- 16-year-olds present. Perhaps is coming. 

one reason for this is the lack of preplanned Legume is a meat-eating, rabble-rousing, fa- 
childcare structures. When organizers can set cilitation freak, with no kids and no plans for 
up childcare structures and include that in kids, from the far northern region where the 
the outreach they do, the space becomes a lot creeks are scummy but the resistance is strong. 
friendlier to folks with young children. I’m Her days are spent hula-hooping and working 
not suggesting that organizers should bot- with small farmers to prevent industrial agri- 
tom line childcare for the whole week, but culture from swallowing them whole. 
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MAINE’S LAST REMAINING | | | | (| 


OLD GROWTH FORESTS VS. 
PLUM CREEK DEVELOPERS 

BY THUNDERCHEEKS AND DlRTY DEEDS 

To many people, the eastern seaboard of the 
US is a densely populated techno-industrial 
wasteland, but northern Maine is still home 
to a few fragments of what was once a vast, 
wide-ranging, diverse, mixed-hardwood for- 
est. This forest used to cover much of the East 
Coast, but now only exists in small pockets. 
Remnants can still be found on a few steep 
hillsides and out-of-the-way places. 

In Elliotsville, Maine, at the southern edge 
of the North Woods, lies a 220-acre parcel 
of old-growth eastern forest. Towering white 
pines, older than any of the private compa- 
nies that own most of Maine, create a dense 
canopy that houses threatened species of 
lady slippers and the Canada lynx. The par- 
cel is bordered by Big Wilson Stream and is 
scattered with, among many other species, 
200 to 300-year-old spruces, hemlocks, sugar 
maples and birches. The steep slopes and 
remoteness of this area are probably what 
have ensured this forest's preservation in 
this condition for so long, as there are no 
signs of any human disturbances. However, 
these majestic giants happen to inhabit land 
that is now "owned" by Plum Creek. 

Plum Creek, the largest private landowner 
in the US, is awaiting a verdict on their mas- 
sive land re-zoning proposal from the Land 
Use Regulatory Commission (LURC), the 
zoning board for northern Maine. This pro- 
posal would allow a massive amount of de- 
velopment to occur in the Moosehead Lake 
Region of Maine — including golf courses, 
multiple resorts, lots of new second homes 
for the rich and a big old stinking mess in 
the largest undeveloped area remaining east 
of the Mississippi River (see EF!J November- 
December 2007). 

Part of this rezoning proposal is the sale 
of the development rights of about 400,000 
acres of Plum Creek land to conservation 
groups who will hold easements on the land. 
These easements would allow Plum Creek to 
continue to practice "sustainable forestry," 
develop commercial water extraction, mine 
for gravel, spread municipal solid waste or 


sludge, and generally continue to wreak hav- 
oc on the natural world. The Big Wilson old 
growth area is located within the proposed 
easement, allowing Plum Creek; if the con- 
cept plan is approved, to accrue double prof- 
its by harvesting the timber and then selling 
the development rights. 

This past Spring, Mark Doty, a long-time 
forester and resident of the Moosehead Lake 
region who worked for Plum Creek, publicly 
revealed information about the planned 
harvest in the Big Wilson parcel. According 
to Doty, the company had every intention 
of logging the parcel this Summer as part 
of a 1,200-acre harvest plan. This pristine 
late-successional forest is a longtime favor- 
ite recreational spot for locals who have 
hunted and fished this area for generations. 
The knowledge of eminent doom for the big 
trees sparked local outrage. 

Native Forest Network-Gulf of Maine (NFN) 
took an early and strong lead in raising pub- 
lic awareness about the old growth parcel on 
Plum Creek's land. Beginning with the 2008 
Northeast Regional Rendezvous, Maine Earth 
First! and NFN have worked closely together 
to explore the area, document the incredibly 
diverse ecology and impressive old trees and 
share the area with lots of new people. The 
two groups have sponsored four public hikes 
on the parcel to date, bringing out many 
local residents, local newspaper and pub- 
lic radio reporters, and a documentary film 
crew. Also attending public hikes have been 
professional ecologists, forest advocates, art- 
ists and activists. 

After Doty first noted the ecological value 
of this area, Plum Creek agreed to delay their 
harvest plans so that the Maine Natural Areas 
Program (MNAP) and the Manomet Forest 
Conservation Society could evaluate the eco- 
logical value and old-growth characteristics 
of the area. These evaluations are now com- 
plete, and the results are very clear. According 
to the MNAP, "The Big Wilson Stream forest 
is an excellent example of a late-successional 
forest with characteristic old trees, stand con- 
tinuity and evidence of a long history of nat- 
ural processes. In addition to the ecological 
value associated with late-successional for- 
ests, conservation of the Big Wilson Stream 



"Granmama, * a tree in the Big Wilson area 


forest could retain approximately one mile of 
pristine habitat along the Big Wilson Stream 
and provide the additional benefit of habitat 
connectivity, as the parcel is contiguous to 
existing conservation lands to the north." 

As a result of pressure from NFN and 
Maine EF!, and the results of the evaluation 
by the MNAP, Plum Creek is now in talks 
with conservation groups to attempt to find 
an agreement to protect this parcel by selling 
it to a preservationist landowner. However, 
this momentary attack of Plum Creek's con- 
science is seen by some as a last-ditch public 
relations effort on Plum Creek's part in the 
lead up to LURC's decision on their rezon- 
ing proposal. NFN and Maine EF! remain 
committed to fighting the rezoning proposal 
and protecting the Big Wilson Stream area. 
Plum Creek should not be allowed to lever- 
age their willingness to sell the Big Wilson 
old growth at top dollar to preservationists 
to curry favor for their development plans. 
If anything, the antics of Plum Creek around 
this parcel should be seen as a good illustra- 
tion of what is wrong with Plum Creek's plan 
and the conservation easements. 

For more information, contact maineef 
@yahoo.com; nfnmaine@gmail.com; www. 
savebigwilsonoldgrowth.blogspot.com. 


T)HI0 RENDEZVOUS ACTION 

Lockdown at American Municipal Power 


continued from page 1 

meet with them then, promising to do so later. A few months went 
by before Mountain Justice received a letter from AMP's lawyer say- 
ing that Gerken would not be meeting with them after all. 

On July 7, the day of action stemming from the Rendezvous, about 
100 Earth Firstlers descended on the AMP office. They were not polite. 
Four people locked down to each other in non-violent civil disobe- 
dience inside the building's lobby, while around 20 others delivered 
messages to the AMP Ohio employees with signs, banners, chants and 
songs. The activists said that they wouldn't leave until all coal activ- 
ity in Meigs County was stopped. Outside, two activists climbed the 
flagpoles in an attempt to hang a banner that read, "Meigs County 
doesn't want your dirty coal plants!" An AMP Ohio employee ran out 
of the building and began yanking on the banner that was attached to 
the two climbers' harnesses, endangering their lives. They were forced 
to cut the banner free, but remained atop the flagpoles. 

When the police did arrive, I was shocked and appalled at what I 
saw. I witnessed police brutality first hand, as the Columbus police 
tortured my friends with chemical weapons and used excessive force 
in removing people from the building. People were pepper sprayed 
while trying to exit through a revolving door that was allegedly bro- 
ken in the ruckus. If that door was broken, it was broken by cops 
picking people up and throwing them into it. 

The four activists who were locked together got the worst of it. The 
police chose to use huge cans of pepper spray— the pressurized ones 
that are designed for use at the big protests to spray large crowds 
of people from 20 yards away. The police asked the crowd to leave 
the building once. The locked-down individuals reasserted that 
they wouldn't leave willingly until all coal activity in Meigs County 
was stopped. The police didn't try to carry them out. They simply 
opened up those huge, pressurized cans of pepper spray inches from 


my friends' eyes. Then, while they were writhing in pain, the cops 
dragged them through the revolving doors while still chained to- 
gether, injuring their wrists and arms. While the locked-down ac- 
tivists were being removed from the building, another activist was 
arrested and Tasered for trying to take photographs of the arrests. 
The two support people for the folks who had climbed the flagpoles 
were also arrested when they refused to leave their friends who were 
still 30 feet in the air. A eighth person was arrested after he was tar- 
geted by the police for an unknown reason and attempted to flee. 

The activists who were locked together were put into a police wa- 
gon, and driven through the grass of a nearby park and over bumpy 
roads for more than an hour without medical attention. They were 
jailed for a day and a half without proper decontamination and sus- 
tained major burns on their faces, shoulders and chests. They were 
charged with criminal trespass and rioting. 

Some 20 or 30 of us stood outside the jail for two days, waiting 
to get our friends back. We were very peaceful, but were threatened 
with arrest by the Sheriff's Department. (We eventually did get our 
friends out of jail.) My friends stood up for what they believe in and 
were tortured and jailed for it. In the coming months, they will be 
nursing their wounds, plodding through the municipal courts and 
suing the Columbus police for the brutality that they experienced. 
Earth First! maintains the stance of our slogan, "No compromise in 
defense of Mother Earth," and of our promise to AMP Ohio, "We 
won't stop until you do." My friends are keeping their chins up, and 
I'm more in love with them now than ever before. 

You cau send information to assist the lawsuits (if you were at the 
action), letters of support and donations to Hokhokken Earth First!, 
POB 275, Athens, OH 45701. Right now, every penny counts and is 
going directly to legal support. 

For more information, contact rondy2008@gmail.com. 
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An AMP flagpole 
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PLIMATE PAMP AUSTRALIA 


Moae Than Oust a Protest £ 


A 


by Georgina Woods 

The first Australian Climate 
Camp was held in Newcastle, 
New South Wales, from July 
10-15. It culminated in a thou- 
sand-strong march on the Car- 
rington Coal Terminal, during 
which around 50 people were 
arrested for occupying a coal 
train that lay stranded in the ter- 
minal. Images of activists glee- 
fully being arrested atop the coal 
trucks went around the world. 
No trains moved in or out of 
the export terminal for seven 
hours. The volume of exports 
from the port that week fell 
by 18 percent. 

July 12 was the day before 
the massive protest action 
that was the culmination of 
the camp. Departing from the 
terrific workshops, forums 
and discussions that had filled 
the program during the previ- 
ous two days, the afternoon 
featured a mass simulation 
of the action we were plan- 
ning. Most of the camp had 
gathered together at the wel- 
come tent, waiting to march 
through camp to the tall wire 
fence on the other side. There, 
activist "police" were waiting 
to try to keep the rest of us 
from getting across. On the 
other side of the fence was a 
soccer field, where locals had 
been watching their teams play 
since around 10 a.m. 

The parents and kids action 
team was to lead the march the 
following day, followed by the 
percussionists, so off we went 
in that order. Folks at the camp 
had been sorting themselves into 
"action teams" to make the huge 
gathering we were preparing for 
a little more self-organized and 
organic, and to give us a chance 
to get through the fence that 


surrounds the train line. After 
the parents and percussionists, 
we saw the Friends of the Earth 
team, the Victorian team (named 
for the Australian state, not the 
era), the clown team, the apoca- 
lypse bloc and a group called 
"infrastructure bottleneck," to 
name a few. 

Once we got to the fence, peo- 
ple were a little hesitant. What 
now? All of a sudden, someone 
cheeky spotted a whole area of 
fence not being guarded by "the 



Even the young ones can understand. 


police" and clambered over it. 
The crowd erupted in apprecia- 
tive laughter that seemed to set 
off a switch in people's heads. 
All of a sudden, the masses 
surged forward to do the same. 
A large group got over the fence 
and sat on the ground with legs 
crossed and arms linked in front 
of a crowd of soccer spectators 
who had turned around to find 
the source of the shouting. But 
it wasn't over. Activist "police" 


wrestled "activists." There was 
shouting and pushing, and one of 
the soccer fans threw a beer can at 
the mob of tussling bodies. 

After lots of attempts to stop 
the exercise, people finally drift- 
ed back to a circle to debrief. 
Some of us were rattled by the 
wildness of the experience. What 
had just happened? 

The reason I tell this story, rather 
than one of the many dozen more 
positive possibilities, was that this 
action stimulation (as some are 
now calling it) helped the pro- 
test the following day remain 
strong, single-minded and non- 
violent. We had seen our com- 
rades experience the cathartic 
release of unrestrained emotion 
being expressed through their 
bodies. We had seen the results 
of wildness, egoism and aban- 
don. Almost without acknowl- 
edging it, we opted as a group 
the following day for oneness, 
focus and mutual aid. 

There were people at the 
climate camp (and maybe 
there are others reading this 
1 Journal) who question nan- 
s' violence as a campaign tactic, 
; but the most impressive thing 
^ about the action that stopped 
i the trains heading into Car- 
rington Coal Terminal for 
seven hours was the disci- 
pline and determination of 
the group — our commitment 
to collectivity and to the cause. 
This collectivity, so hard to de- 
fine, was easily witnessed in the 
joy of the participants. Activist 
after activist was removed from 
the laden coal train as the crowds 
on the other side of the fence 
danced, celebrated and cheered. 
Each one of the arrestees grinned 
and waved in salute to the crowd. 
People who had arrived at camp 
timidly apprehensive of what 
would be their first direct action 


protes't left that day proud and 
connected — committed to using 
direct action as a powerful and 
effective tool for social change. 

The contrast between the sim- 
ulation and the action on the 
following day was stark. It was a 
contrast that highlighted the im- 
portant divergence of individual 
heroics from collective action. 
Heroics are driven by ego and 
result in headlines. Collective 
action is driven by a common 
vision and results in change. 

What I want to build on fol- 
lowing the climate camp is the 
recognition that, when it comes 
to climate change, we have one 
or two years left to save the 
world. As activists, we can't af- 
ford to please ourselves or alien- 
ate each other any longer. At the 
climate camp, we had socialists 
(of various factions), anarchists, 
capitalists, Christians, atheists, 
Buddhists, stay-at-home mums, 
unionists, grandparents and ba- 
bies. Each had a different take 
on human organization; each 
cooperated with the others. 

The tragedy of our species — if 
it continues as a tragedy — will 
be that petty difference, egoisrp 
and vanity continue to paralyse 
us (yes, even activists). We will 
witness the degradation and irre- 
vocable loss of the indescribable, 
plentiful, wild and gorgeous 
life on this one blue planet. 
The alternative path is the one 
that has always been just out of 
reach — cooperation, together- 
ness, discipline, sacrifice and de- 
termination. The climate camp 
gave me a glimpse of that other 
possible future. Bring it on. 

Georgina Woods is a biodiversity 
advocate and a founding member 
of Rising Tide Newcastle (Austra- 
lia). She participated in and helped 
organize the first Australian Camp 
for Climate Action. 


West Coast Climate Convergence Fights Roads and Pipelines 


by West Coast Climate 
Convergence Media 



In the early afternoon of August 4, two ac- 
tivists with the West Coast Convergence for 
Climate Action walked onto Morrison Bridge 
in Portland, Oregon, and unfurled a banner 
protesting the 1-5 expansion known as the 
Columbia River Crossing (CRC). One activ- 
ist suspended a banner from the bridge, and 
another locked himself to the gate leading to 
the area where the banner was dropped. The 
banner reads, "Six more lanes equal more sick 
people: No 1-5 Bridge Expansion." 

The activists on the bridge were supported 
by a politically charged 
street theater perfor- 
mance depicting the 
expanded bridge, cars 
and bikes, and by rep- 
resentatives of the Oil 
Enforcement Agency, 
who handed out tick- 
ets to passersby. 

Activists were draw- 
ing attention to the 
proposed 1-5 expan- 
sion and CRC project 
because of concerns 


I he banner drop over Mornson badge 


about their climate 
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impacts as well as their continued reliance 
on oil-based transportation infrastructure at 
a time when oil supplies are falling and pric- 
es are rising dramatically. Opponents of the 
project point out that the state of Oregon has 
announced a goal of reducing pollution that 
causes global warming to at least 75 percent 
below 1990 levels. Transportation-caused pol- 
lution is responsible for one-third of regional 
global warming pollution. Public health ad- 
vocates point out that the 1-5 freeway has al- 
ready had a negative impact on the health of 
low-income communities and communities 
of color along the freeway, and that increased 
driving would lead to further pollution. Fi- 
nally, homeowners are up in arms about 
the possibility of their property being seized 
through imminent domain to make way for 
an expanded highway. 

Later that afternoon, three young women 
occupied the Portland headquarters of NW 
Natural Gas Companv to protest the com- 
pany's involvement in liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) development. The climate activists * 
locked themselves to each other in a circle, 
blockading the entrance to the building and 
providing an opportunity for interaction with 
the growing crowd. 

The activists were at NW Natural in op- 
position to the Palomar Gas Transmission - 


pipeline project, demanding that NW Natu- 
ral CEO Mark Dodson or President and Chief 
Operating Officer Gregg Kantor engage in 
an immediate dialogue with them. The 223- 
mile Palomar pipeline is proposed to con- 
nect the Bradwood Landing LNG terminal 
to a California-bound TransCanada pipeline. 
The pipeline would be constructed through 
the wetlands of the Columbia River estuary, 
hundreds of Willamette Valley farms and 
the Mount Hood National Forest before con- 
necting to the TransCanada line in Madras, 
Oregon. Activists and community members 
oppose the pipeline due to related global and 
local environmental destruction and social 
injustices. 

"NW Natural is one of our region's big- 
gest climate criminals. It is widely recognized 
that, in the fight against climate change, the 
last thing we need is to build new fossil fuel 
infrastructure. NW Natural's Palomar Pipe- 
line would only increase our dependence on 
another foreign fossil fuel," said Sandy Mi. 
Her, a Eugene resident and participant in the 
recent West Coast Convergence tor Climate 
Action held in Coburg, Oregon. "We will not 
let them bulldoze our future for pipeline prof- 
its," she added. * 

For more information, visit www. 
climateconvergence.org. 






Oil Enforcement Agency Busts Oil- Worshiping Cult 

at 1-5 Expansion Hearing in Oregon 


Meanwhile, inside the city 
council meeting, a variety of 
groups opposed to the Co- 
lumbia River Crossing raised 
their concerns about the 1-5 
expansion in a more sober 
fashion. Hostility to the proj- 
ect has been expanding in re- 
cent months, with dozens of 
groups on both sides of the 
Columbia River weighing in 
against the project, 
f Back outside city hall, the 
| OEA agents had a closing mes- 
| sage to Portland residents. "If 
Jthe politicians won't do it, 
1 it's going to take communi- 
£ ty-based policing — each of us 
i : standing up to the oil push- 
gers in our neighborhoods," 
" said Agent Slick. "We need 
to put an end to the lawless 
Beware the Oil Enforcement Agency, abuse of the climate and the 
illegal foreign wars before they prove the end of us." 

The street theater was organized by energy activists with the or- 
ganizations Rising Tide and Global Exchange as a kick off for the 
second annual West Coast Convergence for Climate Action, a week- 
long conference that took place in Coburg, Oregon, in late July (see 
page 8). The convergence focused on regional climate and energy 
issues, including liquefied natural gas development along Oregon's 
waterways, the Bureau of Land Management's forest plan revisions, 
the removal of the Klamath River dams, sustainable agriculture and 
the Columbia River Crossing. 

For more information, visit www.climateconvergence.org. 


Putting the 
government 
and corpora- 
tions on the 
receiving end 
of a crackdown 


by Cascadia Rising Tide 


The controversy over 
the 1-5 expansion project 
known as the Columbia 
River Crossing took a the- 
atrical turn on July 9, as 
an interactive street per- 
formance took center stage 
outside a packed city hall 
in Portland, Oregon. Meet- 
ing attendees were greeted 
with a fake checkpoint just 
past an area marked off by 
"Global Warming Crime 
Scene" tape. 

Decked out in a Men-in- 
Black-style uniform marked 
with the insignia of the "Oil En- 
forcement Agency (OEA)," an 
actress known as Agent Bums 
was busily preparing a ticket for 
a bemused member of the Port- 
land Business Alliance on his way to the meeting. 

"This is your final warning, sir. If you're intent on testifying in 
favor of the bridge, we're going to have to write you up for abuse of 
a foreign fossil fuel," chided the agent. 

The OEA agents were not the only performers making a point 
about the 1-5 expansion's impacts on oil use and climate change. 
A second troupe had assembled an oil-worshipping cult, chant- 
ing dirges in praise of burning fossil fuel while bowing before a 
12-foot-tall mock oil-derrick. Occasionally, members of the OEA 
would attempt to arrest the cult, only to be chased away by an oil- 
worshipping dominatrix. 
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I've Got a Chip in My Neck!... No, 
It's Just a Mosquito. No, It's a Bug! 

A debate has arisen over whether insect- 
like robots spied on anti-war protests in 
Washington, DC, in 2007. While the CIA 
developed a dragonfly-sized flier in the 
1970s, other government agencies have 
been experimenting on more advanced 
technologies toward the same purposes. 
Some involve the nerve-ends of moth lar- 
vae growing into a fitted chip that would 
be able to control the insect's flight. Most 
government agencies refused to comment 
on the extent of such technology for a 
Washington Post article titled, "Dragonflies 
or Spy Insects?" 

According to the article, questions were 
raised about bugs seen by protestors last 
September in Lafayette Square, a park in 
Washington, DC. If the government openly 
expresses its interest in using such technol- 
ogies for espionage, how would we know 
when they are being implemented? How- 
ever, some questioned why news of such 
devices being found has never appeared if 
they are in wide use. 

* 

Hewlett-Packard, The Enemy is You 

Hewlett-Packard (HP) is now working to- 
ward the commodification of... basically, 
every atom. Their new line of research is so 
experimental that we probably shouldn't be- 
lieve them when they say that their devices 
will be able to monitor the entire planet. 

The head of HP's Information and Quan- 
tum Systems Laboratory, Stan Williams, 
bragged, "When you are able to craft matter 
at the nanometer scale, you have achieved 
the ultimate level of control over directing 
matter, electrons or photons." HP's public 
imagists say that they are building devices 
to measure (but not alter?) minute amounts 
of biological material or imperceptible vibra- 
tions. Of course, in such a drab world, a little 
green must be added — and HP promises that 
these devices will offer information to con- 
sumers on "whether something is organic or 


not." With a 90-person HP lab that has been 
working on the project since at least 1994, 
Williams declared that trillions of these de- 
vices could soon be produced all over the 
world. The obviously demented Williams 
says the lab's theme is a "Central Nervous 
System for the Earth." 



Clorox and Sierra Club executives enjoying 
each other's company 


The Sierra Club and Clorox Caught 
Making Out 

We're afraid of what the children will look 
like now that the Sierra Club's affair with 
Clorox is out of the closet. The Sierra Club's 
name and logo will appear on a new line 
of non-chlorinated Clorox cleaning prod- 
ucts called "Green Works." Clorox has also 
recently acquired Burt's Bees, a line of cos- 
metic products for hippies. 

Apparently, some Sierra Club members 
want to stop the deal to save the main- 
stream environmental group from becom- 
ing a greenwashing assistant, which would 
be like trying to save an in-patient who was 
taken off of fiii? support back in the '70s. 

The Sierra Clufr ^11 receive a kickback 
based on product sales • 


Bayer Cites God as Culprit 

In 2006, Bayer CropScience announced 
that, for five years, a genetically modified 
(GM) rice variety had been spreading through 
long-grain rice supplies in the US. The con- 
tamination, Bayer explained to the Washing- 
ton Post, was the result of "an act of God." 

On the day of the announcement, without a 
smidge of a healthy fear of God in them, Bayer 
applied retroactively for permission to plant 
the GM rice variety. Avoiding a costly recall 
on contaminated rice, the approval was dully 
granted by the US Department of Agriculture. 

"It Was Us Who Scorched the Sky...." 

Global Warming scientist Tim Flannery has 
proposed pumping sulphur into the strato- 
sphere to artificially cool the planet, which 
would change the color of the sky. Others have 
proposed offsetting global warming with outer- 
space mirrors to deflect sunlight or growing ar- 
tificial trees that remove carbon dioxide from 
the air. Additionally, a number of scientists have 
more practically suggested, "We're done for." 

Flannery is the author of a popular 2006 
book, The Weather Makers, which fishes for a 
drastic panacea to prevent ecological collapse. 

Save the Whales... For Lunch 

Norway and Japan are making argu- 
ments that eating whale meat is more 
environmentally sustainable than eating 
other types of meat. Climate change com- 
mentators, in desperation to present a so- 
lution to global warming, have also built 
a hype around fish being a lower carbon- 
emitting food industry than animal farm- 
ing. Greenpeace got it half right when 
they responded, "The survival of a species 
is more important than lower greenhouse 
gas emissions from eating it." 

Enough carbon emissions might lead to 
extinction anyway, but the ceaseless hun- 
ger for resources is ultimately being driven 
by our profit system. Unless we do away 
with that, these solutions are just more of 
the same. 
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Grassy Narrows: Logging 
~ ^ Company Pulls Out, but the 

Struggle Continues 

In early December 2002, mem- 
bers from the Anishinaabeg First 
* ^ Nation community of Grassy 

Narrows began a road blockade 
■ to prevent Abitibi Consolidated 

^ from logging on Grassy Narrows 

land in Ontario, Canada. This 
m was the beginning of ongoing re- 
sistance to the logging of 2,500 
square miles of the Anishinaa- 
beg's traditionally used land (see 
EF!f May-June 2003). 

In violation of the Canadian 
government's 1873 treaty with 
the Grassy Narrows community, 
the Ontario government has con- 
^ tinually granted logging companies 
rights to the land. By 2002, 50 per- 
cent of marketable wood on Grassy 
■ Narrows land had been logged. The 
blockade, created mostly by wom- 
en and youths who even relocated 
^ their high-school classes to the site 
of the blockade, continued to grow 
after December 2002. 

_ Some environmental groups 
BflB celebrated what they perceived 
as a big victory on June 3, as 
AbitibiBowater (Abitibi Con- 
solidated had since merged with 
Bowater to become the biggest 
I newsprint provider in the world) 
pulled out of the Grassy Narrows 
boreal forest. It was the last log- 
ger left in the area. Its withdrawal 
has been credited by some to a 
sustained direct-action campaign led by the 
Rainforest Action Network (RAN) against 
companies buying materials from the area. 
However, AbitibiBowater's decision is lar- 
gely the result of a newly passed Ontario 
law pushed for by RAN and other non-profit 
environmental groups. The law states that 
resource extraction permits for half of On- 
tario's land — including the Grassy Narrows 
boreal forest — must now be negotiated with 
First Nations Band Councils, who are sup- 
ported by the Canadian government and 
are known to flaunt indigenous traditions 
and not speak for the people. Thus, using as- 
similative tactics, the new law makes it even 
easier to plunder native land. 

RAN is proclaiming this to be a new step 



lutie 2, on the zip line at the UC-Santa Cmz treesit 
49 northern communities) welcomed the sitters were forced into the lone redwood in- 
decision: "As First Nations people, we are side the security fence set up by police. Those 
not against resource development, but we in the trees say that the UC almost killed the 
want to be consulted and we want to have treesitters without a thought, and the police 
meaningful input into the decision-making are now sending up an insufficient amount 
process." While AbitibiBowater would still of water and genetically modified food bars 
face a large grassroots opposition, the permit to live on. One sitter collapsed the moment 
that was once theirs can now be placed in she touched the ground, 
the hands of any other pillaging company, Dedication has been heroic, and a sup- 
with Canada now being able to claim that port line was created, despite the numerous 
it has the permission of the native people, arrests and constant surveillance of anyone 
Abitibi stated that it could easily meet its going near the grove. As we go to print, the 
logging needs elsewhere. oaks are still standing, and the sitters appear 

The Anishinaabeg have faced many of the to be receiving a certain amount of supplies 
same types of atrocities as other First Na- autonomously. 

tions. In the last 30 years, they've survived A July 19 mling favoring UC lifted an in- 
long-term mercury poisoning and fishery junction blocking development at the site, 
destruction stemming from a paper mill; the Once again, down the stretch, it's just direct 
flooding of wild rice harvesting sites and sa- action versus the system, 
cred grounds by hydroelectric damming op- - In Santa Cruz, four redwood ring plat- 
erations; and continued clearcut logging of forms are still preventing the construction 
their forests. The Grassy Narrows blockade of a Biomedical research facility (see EF!J 
that started in 2002 is ready to fend off the January-February 2008). Following a tempo- 
next capitalist venture that tries to turn for- rary autonomous village at the base of the 
est life into paper mill fodder. trees, friends and suppliers faced arrests and 

intimidation. However, new websites for the 


Treesits and Resistance to the 
University of California 


campaign to save the forest have appeared, 
and an extensive support network is ready 
at a moment's notice to throw down against 


Treesits at Berkeley and Santa Cruz, set up to any incursions into the trees, 
oppose construction on campuses of the Uni- The UC system has nine full size cam- 
versity of California (UC), are both continu- puses, making it a formidable opponent for 



toward respecting indigenous sovereignty ing despite a heightened threat of removal, 
in land claims, but if you talk to indigenous In Berkeley, a frightening week of raids 
sovereigntists, you will hear a healthy dis- from June 29 through July 6 saw cherry- 
dain for both the Band Councils who stand pickers cutting single lines o£ support and 
to profit from the sale, and for RAN, which pulling apart platforms that sitters were 
helped broker the government deal. In con- perched in (see EF!f January-February 2008). 
trast, Band Council Grand Chief Stan Beardy The tree village that had been set up in the 
of the Nishnawbe Aski Nation (representing contested oak grove suffered a blow, as many 


The site of a clearer j n Canada's boreal forest 


the various campaigns fighting agairtst its 
monolithic impacts. In addition to the anti- 
vivisection campaigns against UC (see page 
3), UC campuses are facing an anti-nuclear 
campaign for producing the entire US arse- 
nal of nuclear weapons, spearheaded at UC- 
Santa Barbara. Student/worker coalitions 
have also been networking and organizing 
a campus-wide strike. The UC's major con- 
tribution to society is giving disastrous and 
mega-toxic research an "academic" veneer of 
philanthropy. People are encouraged to head 
to California this fall to start new free-states 
and attack UC's copious sites of oppression. 

Inter-County Corruption: Maryland’s 
Most Destructive Highway Rolls 

Over Communities and Forests 

As of the beginning of August, construc- 
tion of the Inter-County Connector (ICC), 
intended to connect 1-270 with 1-95 just 
north of Washington, DC, has bulldozed the 
homes of Cashell Estates, replaced the Mill 
Creek wetlands with culverts, and built a 
bridge over Shady Grove Road (see EF!j May- 
June 2007). The next stage includes building 
bridges over Georgia* Avenue, Rock Creek 
and Emory Lane. Access roads are now cut- 
ting their way into the land. 

Potomac Earth First! and many of the 
area’s communities have been vigilant as 
the first of five planned sections of the ICC, 
running from 1-270 to Georgia Avenue, has 
begun construction. 
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UPDATES 

CONTINUED 


The second of the five sections is slated to 
begin construction soon. It would destroy 
the Paint Branch and Northwest Branch, 
important tributaries of the Anacostia Ri- 
ver. Both of these streams have a still-active 
trout population — very rare in these parts. 
This section of the road is scheduled to open 
2011, but if Maryland runs out of money, it 
may never open! 

Citizen opposition and the Environmen- 
tal Protection Agency (EPA) have stalled the 
ICC in the past, only for it to be resurrected 
by bribed politicians. This time around, the 
EPA was essentially ordered by George Bush 
to approve 10 fast-tracked projects, includ- 
ing the ICC. Citizen opposition was thrown 
out the window. The decision to destroy the 
homes of Cashell Estates served as a warn- 
ing to other communities not to oppose the 
destruction of forests and parks near their 
homes, or their homes will be taken. 

An interesting case study in class relations 
can be found when looking at the exact 
routing of the highway. In one of the seg- 
ments, half of the road is scheduled to cut 
through an old clearcut, but the other half 
is slated to destroy a magnificent oak for- 
est. This forest would be cut so that Brooke 
Manor Country Club could retain an exer- 
cise trail not-open to the public! Shifting the 
route north a few yards would save that for- 
est and cut the impact on the community 
of Sycamore Acres, but at the expense of the 
private exercise trail. 

The Derwood community and Drew Elem- 
entary school, both of which lie along the 
construction route, have marched into the con- 
struction zone. Politicians, aware of nothing 
but bribery cash, have ignored them. Another 
time, citizens hugging trees were met with a 
massive police response. The cops pretended to 
apologize, saying they expected "radicals and 
terrorists" to show up. 

The hope now is that bad weather and high 
oil prices will delay construction and raise 
costs until Maryland officials throw in the 
towel and cancel the rest of the ICC in 2010. 
Community groups are still hoping to win a 
moratorium on construction when the appeal 
of an eco-lawsuit is finally heard in court. Re- 
gardless, Potomac EF! will continue to focus 
on stopping the ICC, as it shows solidarity 
with the anti-I-69 campaign. 

Damage to Goldcorp Power Lines in 
Guatemala Brings Warrants and 
Death Threats 

On June 13, new energy lines leading to 
the Marlin Gold Mine near San Miguel Ix- 
thauacan, Guatemala, were damaged so that 
they no longer allowed electricity to the 
mine's processing center (see EF!J March- 
April 2007). Goldcorp, the Canadian com- 
pany operating the mine, is accusing nearby 
community members of the actions. There 
are now warrants out for the arrest of nine lo- 
cal people, mostly women, who are involved 
with organizations opposing the mine. They 
have been charged with "aggravated usurpa- 
tion." The damage forced the mine to sus- 
pend operations on July 1. 

According to community sources, mine 
administrators told .their employees that 
community leaders gave bad advice to oth- 
ers in their communities, and are responsible 
for the suspension of work. The administra- 
tors suggested that the leaders should be at- 
tacked or killed. They focused particularly 
on Javier de Leon of San Miguel Ixthauacan, 
Mario Tema of Sipakapa and on others from 
the nearby community of Agel. 

Some of these organizers have received re- 
peated death threats. These threats are not to 
be taken lightly; others opposed to the mine 
have been assassinated in recent years. 


From the G8 2008 

Repression in Japan 


by Afrazzz 

The protests that follow the annual Group 
of Eight (G8) summit arrived in northern Ja- 
pan this year, as the leaders of, the world's 
seven wealthiest countries and Russia gath- 
ered at the Windsor Hotel in Lake Toya. 

Japan spent a record-breaking $280 mil- 
lion on maintaining security at this year's 
summit, more than double the $130 million 
spent by German authorities last year. Police 
were shipped in from all over the country, 
and a total of 21,000 law enforcers descend- 
ed on Japan's most sparsely populated island. 
With an estimated total of 1,000 protesters 
attending the demonstrations at this year's 
summit, the police presence was described 
by one demonstrator as "overkill and a waste 
of public money." 

Activists arriving in Japan to protest were 
targeted by immigration officials at Japan's 
borders. At least 30 people were reported to 
have been deported upon arrival, many of 
those from neighboring South Korea. Oth- 
ers were subject to lengthy questioning and 
held for as long as 20 hours, during which 
time they were locked in holding cells and 
deprived of their basic human rights. One 
activist, who was stopped at the Tokyo air- 
port after disembarking from a flight from 
Hong Kong, commented, "Two friends and 
I were stopped by immigration officials at 
7:30 p.m. and were only released at 1 p.m. 
the next day. During this time, we were held 
captive, refused food and prohibited from 
making any phone calls." 

Activists were keen to highlight the re- 
pressive nature of the Japanese legal system, 


which allows arrested individuals to be held 
by police for 23 days without charge, dur- 
ing which time their homes are often raided 
and their families are harassed. After police 
arrested four people at a rally in Sapporo, 
Japan, on July 5, the organizers of protest 
camps closer to the summit turned their 
attention to avoiding clashes with police. 
Many activists felt effective protest against 
the G8 was rendered impossible by heavy- 
handed policing and the threat of 23-day 
imprisonment One Spanish activist said, 
"We have seen from the demonstration in 
Sapporo that the Japanese police will ar- 
rest peaceful protesters at random People 
are aware that there is a genuine threat of 
spending time in prison for peacefully pro- 
testing in this country." 

On July 7, a group of 50 protesters were 
blocked by 150 police as they attempted to 
travel to a protest near Lake Toya. The pro- 
testers, mostly made up of non-Japanese ac- 
tivists, were making their way toward a train 
station close to the Toyoura campsite be- 
fore their progress was halted. After a police 
spokesman declared their gathering illegal, 
they were ordered to return to their campsite 
or face arrest. The activists, incensed at not 
being allowed to access local public transport, 
told the press that this show of repression 
was a clear violation of their human right to 
protest. "We are being held prisoners in our 
camp," commented a French protester. "I 
have never experienced being stopped from 
traveling to a protest before. The repression 
in this country is insane." 

For more information and more of this ar- 
ticle, visit japan.indymedia.org. 



A wave of cops meet protesters at the anti-globilaztion march of the G8 protests in Japan. 
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Japanese Day-Laborers Riot Before G8 Meetings 

The government focused on preventing the formation of a movement that questions 
capitalism more than it attacked an existing one. It went to great lengths to prevent pub- 
lic awareness that people were resisting. There were more than 40 arrests in the run-up to 
the summits alone. The press had to black out major riots by day-laborers in working class 
Kamagasaki that were sparked by the pre-emptive police build-up. The 40 arrests occurred 
as police were forced to defend their station during the riots. Internationals and visitors 
joined in the street fighting, which involved a police infiltrator being struck in-the head 
with a metal beam, and the confiscation of the cops' equipment and riot shields. 

Waiting until the international spotlight had passed, the state struck back by arrest- 
ing several radicals with charges related to the G8 events. While events did not achieve 
the mass protest model of other anti-G8 summits, the capitalists were nonetheless put 
on the defensive against social uprisings. Expectations are high for next year's summit 
in Italy, and in Canada in 2010, but if we already live in a G8 country, we don't need 
to wait before striking. 
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this, the US was estimated to have around 
200 Tcf of proven natural gas reserves. This 
is two and a half times the previous known 
total in the US. 

Current extraction processes for natural gas 
in this area have witnessed natural gas tanks 
often overflowing into the ecosystem around 
them. Byproducts of natural gas extraction 
have made their way into creeks, destroying 
trout populations. In addition, extraction 
companies are finding loopholes in order to 
obtain gas from the property of coalfield resi- 
dents without their permission. This is oc- 
curring in many of the same areas that have 
already. been suffering for years from moun- 
tain-top removal mining and other destruc- 
tive resource-extraction processes. 


Falkland Island penguins 


HLS Loses Primary Investor, Faces 
New Challenges 

Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS), Europe's 
biggest (and most-maligned) animal testing 
company, saw its largest remaining inves- 
tor announce in late July that it had sold 
all of its shares in HLS. Eagle Asset Finance, 
which had owned more than four percent of 
the vivisection company, made the decision 
within a month of the start of a full-scale di- 
vestment campaign in the UK and US that 
included email alerts, and office and home 
demonstrations. 

The campaign against HLS is now evolv- 
ing, as protesters are beginning to target 
companies that are heavily invested in the 
New York Stock Exchange (NYSE), rather 
than simply in HLS. The thought is that, 
since HLS' remaining investors own so little 
of the company, going after them specifi- 
cally is no longer the primary focus. Instead, 
activists are now focusing on getting HLS 
thrown out of the NYSE entirely, which they 
feel is a very reachable goal. 

Since December 2007, other companies 
selling all of their shares of HLS due to ac- 
tivist pressure include TransAmerica Invest- 
ment, Frontier Capital, SAC Capital, Axa, 
Wachovia, Alternative Investment Partners, 
Rathbone Brothers, Dresdner Bank, Deutsche 
Bank, La Grange Capital, Robeco Investment 
Management, Fairfield Greenwich Associates 
and BNP Paribas. 


^ Flightless Antarctic Refugees fired on them, with two managers from In- 
1 y-v . n : » T , genio Guadelupe directlv participating. Two 

J Dying in Record Numbers CUC leaders were issued death threats, but 

More than 400 penguins, many managed to escape. Two other -CUC mem- 

of them babies, have been found bers, however, were kidnapped and taken 

3 dead on the tropical beaches of to a house. Although the house was readily 
the state of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, identified, CUC had to initiate legal action 
over a two month period from in Guatemala City before a judge and police 
May to July. entered the house and freed the captives. 

It is common for some penguins Additionally, on July 7, Balvino Chavez, 
to be swept onto Brazil's shore- a CUC member from Coatepeque was shot 

lines, but this season has seen far and killed as he drove the collective trans- 

more dead birds than any time in port minibus that he owned. According to 

* ^ recent years. Rescuers and experts ' witnesses, gunmen fired 10 shots, five of 

are divided on the possible cause. which hit their mark. 

■ Overfishing forces penguins to The Guatemalan government often works 
' swim farther from shore to find hand-in-hand with large landowners to vio- 

food. "That leaves them more vul- lently secure indigenous land for agribusi- 

nerable to getting caught up in ness corporations. The biofuel craze has only 

H the strong ocean currents," said intensified the situation, as demand for sugar 
Thiago Muniz, a veterinarian who cane and African palm to be used as fuel has 
has been helping with many of grown rapidly. This demand has also been 
the surviving penguins. He also spurred by the Inter-American Development 
noted that many are drenched in Bank and the World Bank/which have been 
petroleum, and- gave a nod to the promoting biofuel production in Guatemala 
Campos oil field, just offshore and through loans and grants. 

Brazil's largest supplier of oil, as a 

possible culprit. Native Cultural Center 

3 Eduardo Pimenta, superinten- „ , — , , 

dent for Rio de Janeiro's coastal Stands Ground 

protection and environment ag- The occupation of an indigenous univer- 
ency in Cabo Frio, a nearby resort sity is continuing in Davis, California. In 
city, agreed that pollution likely 2005, students took control of Deganawidah 
played a roll — but in a different Quetzalcoatl University (DQU), a university 
way. "Aside from the oil in the Campos ba- founded to teach the skills and knowledge 
sin, the pollution is lowering the animals' of Earth-based indigenous cultures, declaring 
immunity, leaving them vulnerable to fun- that it had lost sight of its mission as it turned 
guses and bacteria that attack their lungs," into a legitimate, accredited tribal college, 
he said. Originally, the university was created when 

Erli Costa, a member of the state's Fed- Native American activists chased guards protected by the Endangered Species Act 
eral University, blamed still a different away from an Army communications base Wolves in Wyoming, Montana and Idahc 
phenomenon. "I don't think the levels of in 1971. The area had been slated to become were taken off of the Endangered Species list 
pollution are high enough to affect the a University of California-Davis primate test- on March 28, with the US Fish and Wild- 
birds so quickly. I think, instead, we're see- ing facility. life Service arguing that their population 

ing more young and sick penguins because The school gradually became more main- had recovered sufficiently. Before the delist- 
of global warming." stream until the 2005 takeover. Since then, ing, however, officials in all three states had 

One way or another, everybody agreed students there have been teaching classes scheduled public hunts of the 2,000 wolves 
that rough ocean currents are giving the and practicing the traditions of their na- in the area. 

baby penguins, weakened somehow, an un- tive cultures. Angered by the possibility that a quarter oi 

usually hard time. On March 31, SWAT teams raided the oc- this population could be killed in one season, 

cupied school, resulting in 19 arrests. Still, 12 environmental groups sued to overturn 

Small Farmers Persecuted by the students held strong. Now, opponents „ Wf '' *** '■ 

g t 1 are tr y| n 8 to turn DQU into a police train- “ 

Mayan Keqchi families with the Campe- Supporters are encouraged to bring sup- r , 

sino Unity Committee (CUC) are facing plies and help maintain the occupation. F |p ^ JOj ' l 


Giant Energy Source Discovered in 
Southern Appalachia 

A gigantic series of natural gas reserves has 
been found more than a mile below the sur- 
face of southern Appalachia. This may dis- 
tract some companies from trying to blow 
the tops off of mountains to reach an energy 
source, but it's not any sort of solution. 

If the recent upswing in tapping coal-bed 
methane in southern Appalachia is any in- 
dication, the government and energy com- 
panies are proving to be decidedly lax in 
respecting the environmental integrity and 
cultural sustainability of the region. 

The Appalachian gas reserves may exceed 
500 trillion cubic feet (Tcf). To give an indi- 
cation of the scale of this discovery, before 


Wolf cub 
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BARE BONES 
CONTINUED 

the ruling, filing an injunction to stop the 
hunts in the meantime. 

Earthjustice attorney Doug Honnold suc- 
cessfully argued the case to US District Judge 
Donald Molloy in Missoula, Montana. The 
judge ruled that the hunts would "eliminate 
any chance for genetic exchange to occur." 
Genetic exchange is a central standard for 
the federal wolf recovery program, includ- 
ing the interbreeding of wolves between the 
three Northern Rockies states. According to 
Malloy's decision, that has not taken place. 

Opponents of the wolves, who have been 
heard to suggest that hunters should "smoke 
a pack a day," are deciding whether to ap- 
peal the ruling. 

Meanwhile, Washington and Oregon have 
both recently confirmed their first in-state 
wolf packs since hunters drove the animals 
to extinction in the two states during the 
early 1900s. 

Native People Gather to 
Stop Brazilian Mega-Dam 

The largest indigenous gathering in the 
Amazon in nearly 20 years occurred in May 
in Altamira, Brazil. More than 1,000 people 
who live traditionally in the Amazon basin 
traveled as far as 1,000 miles to tell the Bra- 
zilian government they would not stand for 
plans to dam the Xingu River, the Amazon's 
largest tributary. 

Brazil had announced plans to construct the 
Belo Monte Dam to fuel the expansion of alu- 
minum foundries and other industrial plants 
in the Amazon. If built, this would become 
the world's third-largest dam. The dam would 
divert nearly the entire flow of the Xingu 
River, drying up the culturally important "Big 
Bend" area and many of the Xingu's tributar- 
ies. Thousands of indigenous people would be 
left without fish (their primary food source), 
transportation or a clean water supply. 

During the meeting, a state electric com- 
pany official arrogantly defended damming 
the Xingu River, and nonchalantly sug- 
gested that people's needs would be met by 
a government-run indigenous foundation 
known for its corruption and inefficiency. 
Upon hearing this, a Kayapo leader leapt from 
her seat with an angry response. She was fol- 
lowed by a group of Kayapos, who wrestled 
the official to the ground, tearing his shirt 
and injuring his arm with a machete. The of- 
ficial survived, but images of his blood ran 
widely throughout the Brazilian press. 

"We want you, as an authority of the gov- 
ernment, to tell President Lula that there will 
be world war in the Amazon if they try to build 
these dams," a Kayapo chief warned him. 

"Our culture, our spirituality and our sur- 
vival are deeply rooted in the Xingu, and we 
depend on it for our existence. We who have 
protected our Xingu River demand respect," 
read part of the indigenous declaration from 
the final meeting. 

The last time indigenous people gathered 
in Altamira in numbers close to this was in 
1989, also to oppose damming the Xingu 
River. After a "heated encounter" at that 
meeting, the World Bank cancelled a loan, 
setting back Brazilian plans to dam the Ama- 
zon by more than a decade. 

Raytheon Attackers 
Declared Innocent 

A court in Belfast, Northern Ireland, 
found nine activists not guilty on charges 
of "affray and criminal damage" for damag- 
ing files, a mainframe server and computer 
stations at Raytheon's Londonderry offices 
on August 9, 2006. 

The activists were driven to damage the 
equipment by anger over the Israeli incur- 
sion into Lebanon just over a week prior. 
The Israeli military had dropped a Raytheon 


Solidarity With the Social 

Movement in Oaxaca 


by Voces Oaxaquenas Construyendo 
AutonomIa y Libertad 


We, of the space called 
Oaxacan Voices Constructing 
Autonomy and Freedom (VO- 
CAL), are writing to denounce 
the serious climate of harass- 
ment, criminalization and 
persecution that the Ulises 
Ruiz Ortiz government and 
the local news media have 
directly unleashed against 
some of our members. 

In particular, the repres- 
sion began to get heavier 
after the events of June 20, 
when the organized people 
impeded Ruiz’s presence at 
an event convened by the 
municipal government of 
Zaachila, Oaxaca. 

They are blaming our 
members for initiating vio- 
lence, when this was pro- 
voked by party municipal 
president Noe Perez, and his 
father, Natalio Perez, who, 
pistol in hand, fired at people 
peacefully protesting Ruiz's 
presence in their lands. This 
aggression is documented in 
photos and videos. 

Nevertheless, for several 
days, the local news media, 
echoing the statements of 
Ruiz and other government 
functionaries, has spread the 
story that the violence was 
provoked by some of the 
schoolteachers in the town of 
Zaachila and VOCAL mem- 
bers. The same news media 
has been circulating threats 
that the full force of the 
law will be brought to bear 
against those who suppos- 
edly provoked the violence. 

The government's re- 
sponse to resistance is clearly 
to try to discredit movement 
organization in Oaxaca with 
the same-old dirty strategies: 
seeking out leaders to co-opt, 
repressing activists, blocking 
alternative information Web 
sites, stepping up the arrest 
of graffiti artists and beating 
them before turning them 
loose, making false accusa- 
tions and intimidating all of 
those movement spaces in 
the struggle that aren't will- 
ing to negotiate the dignity 
of resistance. This dignity is 


visible in the reorganization 
among different peoples in 
neighborhoods, barrios, col- 
lectives and spaces, and it 
resounded in the streets on 
June 14, 2008. The police 
presence is also steadily in- 
creasing and there are calls 
for the application of more 
federal force. 

Police presence at many 
of our private homes and 
meeting places is constant. 
We consider the risk of be- 
ing arrested latent and 
highly probable, which has 
prompted us to make pub- 
lic this climate of repression 
and harassment. 

Direct harassment against 
us in news broadcasts on 
Channel 9 (the state TV 
channel) includes photos 
displaying several VOCAL 
members: Silvia Gabriela 
Hernandez Salinas, Efrain 
Lopez, Eduardo Zanabria, 
Ruben Valencia and David 
Venegas Reyes. News reports 
say that there are arrest war- 
rants out for all of these 
comrades and that they will 
be arrested any minute. 

The intention of these re- 
ports is to justify repression, 
prison and even our disap- 
pearance. Our case is not 
an isolated example; it is a 
symptom of the permanent 
police presence against all of 
the comrades in the Oaxa- 
can social movement. 

The true motives of the 
state in repressing VOCAL, 
just as it has repressed other 
movement comrades in oth- 
er circumstances, are clear. 
We are true to our word and 
keep up clear, public, peace- 
ful participation in the social 
movement in Oaxaca. We 
ceaselessly struggle for the de- 
mands of our movement to 
overthrow Ruiz: punishment 


for the murderers of our peo- 
ple, freedom for all political 
prisoners and an in-depth 
transformation in Oaxaca. 

Different peoples, collec- 
tives, organizations, teach- 
ers and neighborhoods are 
also in struggle. VOCAL is 
being targeted now because 
we have responded to calls 
for solidarity and support 
that some of these peoples 
have sent out to the move- 
ment as a whole. This poses 
a serious risk to the state at 
a time when it is bent on 
dividing and conquering a 
social movement that is set- 
ting out on the road toward 
a true, deep, radical chan- 
ge in our society — a change 
born in the people's roots 
and nourished by the ances- 
tral wisdom that's been al- 
most blotted out during the 
last 500 years of heavy im- 
position and injustice. To- 
day, Oaxaca says, "Enough 
is enough! We're not will- 
ing to live the way we have 
before. After 2006, nothing 
and nobody will ever be the 
same again." 

We demand justice, free- 
dom and an end to the 
hostilities against the so- 
cial movement as a whole 
and against our comrades. 
We ask all of you comrades 
to help us in spreading the 
word about our situation. 
No matter how hard they 
try to silence or stop us, 
we’re not going to let them 
do it. 

Ulises Ruiz Ortiz out of 
Oaxaca! 

Freedom for all political 
prisoners in Oaxaca, Mexico, 
and the world! 

Punishment for all those 
guilty of murders and dis- 
appearances! 

Freedom and justice for 
the peoples of Oaxaca! 

For more information, 
visit vocal.lahaine.org. 



VOCAL - Voces Oaxaqueftas Construyendo Autonom;a y Libeuad 


"bunker buster" bomb on the town of Qana, 
Lebanon, killing 28 members of the Shaloub 
and Hasheem families on July 30, 2006. 

"Their unimaginable loss was foremost in 
our minds when we took the action we did 
on August 9, and the injustice that they and 
the many thousands of victims of war crimes 
in Lebanon, Palestine, Iraq and Afghanistan 
have suffered, will spur us on to continue 
to campaign against war and the arms trade 
that profits from it," said Colm Bryce, on? of 
the acquitted activists. 

"The jury has accepted that we were rea- 
sonable in our belief that the Israeli Defense 
Forces were guilty of war crimes in Lebanon in 


the Summer of 2006; that the Raytheon com- 
pany, including its facility in Londonderry, 
was aiding and abetting the commission of 
these crimes; and that the action we took was 
intended to have, and did have, the effect of 
hampering or delaying the commission of 
war crimes. We have been vindicated," added 
Eamonn McCann, another of the nine. 

"We trashed Raytheon to help protect our 
neighbors," McCann continued. "The court 
has found that that was not a crime. We have 
not denied or apologized for what we did at 
the Raytheon plant in the Summer of 2006. 
All of us believe that it was the best thing we 
ever did in our lives." 
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Police Station Attacked by Spontaneous Combustion 

Thanks to unknown arsonists, the Diablo Valley College police station 
in Pleasant Hill, California, went up like a book of matches on June 24. 

Three incendiary devices caused approximately $350,000 damage, 
causing the forces of law and order for several college campuses in the 
area to operate out of a foreign languages conference room. However, 
someone still located a swivel chair, found time to check indymedia and 
is pondering whether an anarchist group's praising of the arson was just 
"a prank." 

The Concord Revolutionary Anarchist People, who had previously pub- 
lished a critique of the Berkeley treesit for employing too narrow of a 
struggle, signed off with their lewd acronym and gave a shout-out of soli- 
darity to the anonymous arsonists. 

That's right, officer. "CRAP." 

Whoever they are, the little match girls are still out there — to the fear of 
all three little pigs, who will still build their next house out of straw. 


Blaze Must Have Been a Living Fantasy for On-Lookers! 

On July 15, a four-story condominium complex under construction 
was transmogrified into ashes, costing millions of dollars. Flames from 
the building in Abbotsford, British Colombia, shot at least 100 feet 
into the night sky and could be seen by residents all over the city. 
The radiant heat was intense, and another condo complex and other 
buildings near the arson site were also damaged. "The Crossing" real 
estate development was set to open in the Fall, with one and two bed- 
room units priced above $200,000 already selling out. Three people 
were arrested and charged with three counts each of arson. 
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Uranium Mining Corporation Hit by Explosives 

On July 1, incendiary devices exploded at the office of 
hated military contractor Frontenac Ventures Corporation in 
Oakville, Ontario. Perhaps this was just a rowdy celebration 
in honor of Canada Day. However, a communique said that 
the explosions were following up on failed efforts by native 
and non-native peoples to resist Frontenac's destruction of the 
environment. Gas cans with timed incendiary devices were 
placed with a warning painted on the wall of the office. 

Frontenac's uranium mining in the area of Sharbot Lake 
contributes to the displacement of people and destroys land 
that belongs to none of us. "Neither government nor com- 
pany care to listen to [other] peaceful methods, so we hope 
they'll hear this one," read part of the communique. 


Swedish ALF Torches 
Slaughterhouse 

On July 4, a fire swal- 
lowed a giant slaughter- 
house under construction 
before its scheduled open- 
ing date of September 1. 
Moose, elk and other wild- 
life were to be slaughtered 
for a profit at the Djurens 
Befrielsefront in Sweden. 
However, thanks to the 
Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF), this house of terror 
might never be built. 


Thirteen-year-olds Trash 21 Cop Cars 
Two 13-year-olds smashed the windows and minors, ripped off the 
windshield wipers and slashed the tires on 21 cop cars, on July 23, 
in Sherbrooke, Quebec. They also tried to set one on fire. Damages 
were estimated at between $5,000 and $10,000. The cop cruisers were 
parked, waiting to have new equipment installed in them. Sherbrooke 
cops, driving by at 1 a.m., spotted the early risers and charged them 
with breaking and entering and mischief. Ah, mischief! 


Mexican ALF (FLAM) Fucks Shit Up! 

FLAM continued its unstoppable streak, with attacks in the last two 
months against KFC, McDonald's, Coca-Cola, a pet shop, the state 
circus and a leather expo. Almost nightly tactics — including splatter- 
ing paint, spilling rotten vomit, window smashing, arson and animal 
liberation — were used to express solidarity with imprisoned activists 
from the UK to Austria to the US. Now that's diversity! 



HSftUtAME URSMUtSEtT 
KOMMUNlSriOE JA PARTEITUU 
STAtINUKU StOKi 
KANDIDAATIDE POOIT ! 


If the game is fixed... 

Why are you still playing? 


Swedish ELF Sheds Light 
on Urban Sprawl 

On July 25, the Earth Lib- 
eration front dealt a setback 
to rampant urban sprawl in 
Almhult, Sweden, and "civili- 
zation all over," according to 
a communique. A villa project 
was torched, costing approxi- 
mately $80,000 of damage. 
The President of Sweden com- 
mented, "If other youths used 
their time as effectively as 
these ambitious scalawags, the 
world would be a better and 
brighter place." 



2,000 Mink Freed in Solidarity With 
Austrian Prisoners! 

Anonymous activists freed more than 2,000 mink from a fur 
farm near Kiel, Germany, on July 22. "These animals deserve 
freedom! This action is dedicated to the imprisoned Austrian 
animal activists!" said the rescuers. 

Austrian activists have gone on a hunger strike after a na- 
tionwide sweep imprisoned people for aboveground animal 
rights work. Without any evidence being presented for several 
months, the Austrian government has persisted in detaining 
the arrestees for conspiracy and involvement in illegal groups 
(see page 26). 


World's Largest Vivisection Supplier 
Bombed by ALF 

On July 5, the French ALF dedicated an arson to all the Aus- 
trian activists and others "who lost their freedom for that of 
the animals." Explosive devices were used against an admin- 
istrative building and refrigerated trucks at the largest center 
in France for breeding animals for death under the scalpel. 
Charles River Laboratories operates more than 100 "produc- 
tion facilities" and labs in 17 countries. The facility incinerates 
rabbits, monkeys and other creatures who were tortured or 
sold to pharmaceutical companies like Novartis, Huntington 
Life Sciences (HLS) and Sanofi. The ALF wished to be clear that 
their concern is with the whole of the vivisection industry. 


Mohawks Erect Flaming Barricade 

On July 26, Kanesatake Mohawks barricaded a Quebec highway 
in response to harassment by the Quebec Provincial Police. Reports 
said that 12 to 15 individuals blocked Highway 344 near the town 
of Oka by dragging trees into the road and setting them on fire. The 
1990 "Oka Crisis," where Mohawks blockaded the same highway, and 
sparked a national indigenous uprising, is one of the most significant 
moments in Canadian history. 

Two police cars were damaged in the incident, but police used the 
Band Council to end the blockade before noon. 




Fifty Turkeys Liberated for Sarah Whitehead » 

On July 13, the ALF sent a message of love to a woman who is doing hard 
time for rescuing an abused beagle (see page 26). The ALF took credit for 
releasing 50 turkeys from an East Coast US factory farm in honor of Sarah 
Whitehead and pointing to her penalization for doing the right thing. 


Australian ELF Take Action in Defense of Tazmanian 
Old Growth 

The ELF attacked the office of Gunns, Ltd. in Victoria, Australia, on 
July 31. Gunn's latest assault on old-growth forests in Tazmania is the 
controversial Tamar Valley Pulp Mill. The project has seen wide op- 
position, including a 10,000-strong march. In their communique, the 
ELF called for more resistance to prevent the proposed mill. A number 
of endangered species would risk extinction if the ancient forests in 
northeastern Tasmania face the doubled rate of wood-chipping ex- 
pected by the new mill. 


Animal Liberationists Target UCLA Vans 

Despite exhaustive campaigns by activists, the University of Califor- 
nia, Los Angeles (UCLA), continues to carry out torturous experiments 
on primates. On June 13, the ALF took responsibility for torching a 
UCLA van in Irvine, California. They stated that it is unacceptable to 
see, hear and know the experience of these monkeys without taking 
action. On July 22, 23 and 27, more UCLA vans were stolen from Riv- 
erside, California, and Chino Hills, California. Communiques stated 
that the funds obtained from the vans would go to saving animals 
rather than helping UCLA perform gruesome primate experiments. 
One communique compared the $150,000 from the two vans to their 
tax money, which supports UCLA vivisection. Still another commu- 
nique mentioned that knowing what goes on at their own university, 
and seeing those responsible for the vivisection in hallways and park- 
ing lots, makes not taking action almost impossible. 
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S } The FBI ha;, used an action agamst.vivisectore.it the University <?f taJI- 
' ijjfnia, 'Santa. Cruz (UCSC),- to further its witch haiit tor:. “domestic teW ! 
i ifcrtsts."- incendfaTy devices were placed on. biomedicai researcher David 
fleldheim’s -front porch and another unnamed vivisector's cai the mom-, 
mg of August . 2-. Damage done 10 Feidheim's from door caused the family, 
tP'evaewtte-tnrt Ahe baek^without injury, but the FBI is calling it an ^at- 
tempted murder"— a charge that will never stick. 
fOn August ‘77 the FBI, Department of justice, UCSC and localcops 
raided a Santa Cruz house where students live. This follows the pattern 
frorri February, when the same house was raided after a demonstration at 
the home of a UCSC vivisector (see EF!J May-June 2008). The media was 
awash with tales of masked protestors "invading" the home, and is still 
repeating sensational falsifications that divert attention from the apalling 
research taking place at UCSC. 

While no one has claimed the action yet, and no suspects dxist, the 
raids and media smear campaign demonstrate that the FBI and UC are 
manipulating the situation to vilify anyone who speaks out agajpst ani- 
mal torture. It is unlikely that a porch fire will be remembered as a major 

act of "domestic terrorism," but the 
FBI has shown its impunity by raiding 
homes simply in response to suspected 
participation in home demonstra- 
tions. Hopefully, the Santa Cruz com- 
munity will not stand for such police 
state tactics, and terrorism being ex- 
perimented on animals will continue 
to be broadcast and denounced. 

Two Cop Cars Torched in Plain Daylight 

There was nothing plain about the smiles on the faces outside (and, 
no doubt, inside) of a Vancouver, British Colombia, courthouse when a 
Sheriffs van, parked outside, was set on fire on August 6. Another police 
vehicle, empty because the pigs were in the middle of arresting someone, 
was also treated to the crisp-o at the busy comer of Main and Hastings 
Streets. An inspired communique mentioned the sheer happiness of the 
day's downtown eastside gossip, where a destitute population struggles to 
survive poverty or prison beneath booming development. 

"We hope this act will spark communication and create new relation- 
ships of collaboration in struggle. Our choices move beyond run, hide 
and prison. There are eftdless possibilities to be found in the 
conspiracy of attack. Our love is sent to the comrades who 
continue to refuse the life of passivity and silence, inside and 
outside the walls of prison. We are bound to annihilate their 
prison-world!" read part of the communique. 

This beautiful action was done in solidarity with more than 500 
European prisoners currently on hunger-strike. Amadeu Ramon, 
one of the anarchist prisoners, has called for "freedom or death." 
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and to the Cuajone mine, which' was on strike at the time. The crowd re • 
sponded with clubs, took 48 police hostage inside a church and burned a 

captured police station. 

Demonstrations in Moquegua reached as many as 20,000 people. Simul- 
taneously, there were strikes at Cerro Verde, Peru's third largest copper 
mine, in the neighboring Arequipa province. On July 12, a neighboring 
Chilcaymarca community also blockaded the Orcopampa gold mine. 

On August 9, indigenous people in the high Andean province of Ctis- 
co occupied the controversial Camisea gas field. Pluspetrol, an Argentine 
company, was forced to cease extraction and evacuate its workers. In an- 
other southern province, Loreto, 800 indigenous Peruvians occupied an 
oil-pump, drilling platforms, a helicopter port and buildings operated by 
state oil company Petroperu. In the northern province of Amazonas, an in- 
digenous group took over the El Muyo hydroelectric plant and shut down 
part of an oil duct. A recent free trade 
agreement and laws giving mineral ac- 
cess to US companies have escalated 
Peru's opening of indigenous territory 
to commercial exploitation. 



Montreal Police Initiate Riot 

On August 11, it took hundreds of 
gops in full riot gear marching through 
a northern neighborhood of Montreal, 

Quebec, to quell a riotThat had broken out the previous day. 

On August 9, cops harassing a group of youths at a park fired into the 
group, hitting three people and killing one. Witnesses stated that in addi- 
tion to the unprovoked firing, the encounter itself had been initiated by the 
confrontational pigs. In response, a mob smashed three fire trucks, burned 
a fire station, torched cop cars and broke into more than 20 businesses 
the next day. Burning barricades and molotovs erupted in the primarily 
Haitian neighborhood, and one cop suffered a gunshot wound to the leg. 

Chile Told to "Prepare a Subversive September!" 

Exactly one month before September 11, an anarchist group in Chile 
bombed a high-tension electrical tower on the road to a 
major ski center in Farellones. Structural damage occurred 
but, unfortunately, did not cut off power in the town. 
In May, the same group claimed responsibility for the 
bombing of a police station where a youth arrested for 
rioting had died. 

On September 11, 1973, the US fucked over Chile, and it's 
been hell to pay, with annual riots marking the anniversary. 



A Spark at Dawn ... A Wildfire by Midnight! * 

Coast Salish Territories (“Vancouver, British Columbia”) C0MMUN1&U& OF MA&ONt 



We've chosen to amplify the warrior's cry here by featuring one communique of 
those on the frontlines each issue. This issue's communique is regarding a truck 
belonging to the construction company Peter Kiewit and Sons was torched in re- 
sponse to the company's widening of a highway in preparation for the 2010 Olym- 
pics. The Sea-to-Sky Highway is the major artery north of Vancouver that will be 
used to access and suck resources from native territory in British Columbia. 

This is not the first time that Kiewit has been targeted. 

Kiewit is a major construction company with offices and projects across North 
America. In 2006, people occupied Eagle Ridge bluffs to prevent its destruction by 
the Sea-to-Sky Highway. Kiewit filed an injunction causing the arrest and imprison- 
ment ofSquamish elder and warrior Harriet Nahanee, who died shortly after falling 
ill in jail. 

In a previous May 7 action, a Kiewit truck was burned as a reminder that 
Harriet has not been forgotten. A wide variety of direct actions, from protest to 
sabotage, continue to take place in opposition to the colonialism inherent in the 
2010 Olympics. 

The communique ofMabon, 2008: 

In the early morning of July 22, a truck belonging to Peter Kiewit and 
Sons, parked off of Victoria Drive, was lit on fire. Kiewit is making a(nd) 
killing off of the development of the Sea-to-Sky Highway. This highway 
development, along with the new high-speed train line linking the airport 
to downtown Vancouver and the construction of new power lines through 
Tsawwassen communities, is paving the way for an intensification of de- 
velopment, resource extraction, tourism, ecological devastation and repres- 
sion. Progress is a weapon used by the rich to impose the resulting misery 
of their projects upon our lives. 

This action was done in solidarity with people attacking capitalist proj- 
ects everywhere, from Six Nations and their battles in Ontario to the people 
who made "deep cuts" in the new power line poles and threatened de- 
velopers with crowbars in Tsawwassen. We are at war, and our promise to 
developers and the pigs that protect them, their projects and their world is 
simple: As long as you build alienation and exploitation into our lives and 
territory, we will not hesitate to consume your nightmares with our fire! 
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Round-up of Actions 


Against 1-69 


by Roadblock Earth First! 

Many things have happened in 
the midst of the anti- 1-69 cam- 
paign (see EF!J May-June 2008). 
Some were organized actions 
and some spontaneous, autono- 
mous actions. We wish to share 
these magical events with you. 
We hope you enjoy the good 
news as much as we have! 

May 19, Evansville, Indiana: 
The homes of John and Michael 
Gohmann, of 1-69 contractor 
Gohmann Asphalt and Con- 
struction (GAC), were 
visited in protest by the 
River City Animal De- 
fense League (ADL). This 
was the ADL's first visit — 
and maybe not their last. 

June 3, Frederick, Mary- 
land: Members of Po- 
tomac Earth First! held a 
small but loud and spir- 
ited protest outside Mi- 
chael Baker Corporation 
offices. The protest was 
in opposition to the con- 
struction of Section 5 of 
1-69, which the Michael 
Baker Corporation is con- 
tracted to construct. 

June 11, Bloomington, Indiana: 
Protesters lead an office dem- 
onstration at the Michael Baker 
Corporation 1-69 planning office 
in downtown Bloomington. Of- 
fice walls were tagged and chants 
were yelled. An outside window 
was also smashed. 

June 20, Bloomington: In re- 
sponse to the eviction of the 
treesit along the proposed route 
of 1-69 and the reckless and 
dangerous arrest of the treesit- 
ters and their supporters, op- 
ponents of the highway once 
again converged upon the Mi- 
chael Baker Corporation office. 
Armed only with whistles, signs 
and shouts of rage, these oppo- 
nents of the interstate raised a 
ruckus in the lobby, chanting, 
"1-69, shut it down! Michael J. 
Baker out of our town!" 

Several employees from other 
offices in the building tried to 
photograph the protesters. One 


"Don't arrest our friends! Don't 
cut down our trees! Evansville 
solidarity!" They also questioned 
the workers about their level of 
awareness. Not one of the work- 
ers knew anything of the road. 
INDOT has tried to keep anything 
about 1-69 or its resisters under a 
shroud of secrecy and lies, even 
with its own employees. 

June 21, Bloomington: 1-69 op- 
ponents held a torch-lit march 
through the streets. The march 
was in response to the treesit 
eviction earlier that week. Traffic 



n't nothing to do with the evic- hours of lost business and the 
ille tion. At least one activist set media spectacle were more im- 
led them straight. portant than symbolic arrests, 

of June 24, Hicksville, New York: those locked down walked 
rk- Employees of HNTB Corpora- away without even being iden- 
ad. tion, an architecture and engi- tified, freeing up more bodies 
ing neering consulting firm, arrived and legal funds to continue 
r a at their office to find the build- the fight. 

r en ing defaced with spray paint. However, the persyn who was 
"Deal with 1-69, deal with us," arrested for slashing tires is now 
)p- was written across the front of facing a Strategic Lawsuit Against 
:ch the building. When they went Public Participation (SLAPP spit) 
:ch to the front door, the lock was for $16,000. SLAPP suits func- 
isit glued and the door was covered tion to harass and impede ac- 
Ffic in paint. They walked around tivists and their organizations 

with frustrating legal en- 
tanglements. The activist 
is also being pressured to 
snitch on all involved. 
Additionally, all of Earth 
First!, Roadblock Earth 
First!, the River City ADL, 
Root Force, and anybody 
§ arrested under the names 
| of Jane and John Doe 
•§ were hit with a restrain- 
| ing order by GAC. 

| June 30, Maryville, II- 
^ linois: The office of BLA 
was once again visited. A 
company car had all four 
Glimpses of the anti-I-69 treesit and the surrounding forest tires slashed. Its head- 


was held up for hours as cops 
followed the march. Protest- 
ers marched downtown and 
past the jail, where they lit off 
bottle rockets, beat drums and 
chanted, "You can't throw our 
friends in jail. We will drive the 
final nail!" They also dragged 
barrels into the street ‘to hold 
up the cops. Many people who 
were originally bystanders 
joined the march. 

June 23, Kalamazoo, Michigan: 
Residents opposed to 1-69 visited 
the DLZ Corporation in Kalama- 
zoo for an office demonstration. 
DLZ is another 1-69 contractor. 
They entered the building pre- 
pared to read a statement, but 
were instantly harassed by an 
employee. He screamed obsceni- 
ties, shoved the woman reading 
the statement, and insisted that 
there was no office manager and 
no one else to discuss the impact 
of 1-69 with. The Kalamazoo resi- 
dents then marched through the 


to the back and the back doors 
were glued, too. Other slogans 
were painted on the sides of 
the building, and all of the 
windows were covered in paint. 
The workers called a locksmith 
to break in for them, but a 
cleaning crew said that there 
was nothing they could do 
about the windows; the paint 
was etched into the glass. 

June 24, Evansville: The River 
City ADL visited an office of 
Bernardin, Lochmeuller and 
Associates (BLA), the company 
responsible for planning the 
entire route of 1-69. Denied en- 
trance to the building, the pro- 
testers banged on windows and 
shouted through an intercom. 
A window on the building was 
Smashed in the process. 

June 28, Gary: Opponents of 
1-69 shut down business at a 
GAC site for three and a half 
hours, * disrupting the normal 
flow of operations, clogging 


lights, windows and mirrors 
were busted out, and its paint 
job was ruined. The office build- 
ing had its locks glued, windows 
smashed and exterior painted 
with, "187 on 1-69," and, "The 
frontline is everywhere." 

July 5, Columbus, Ohio: There 
was a round of home demonstra- 
tions against those associating 
with the construction of 1-69. 

July IS, Gary: In response to I- 
69 construction beginning, five 
activists locked down in front 
of GAC offices, demanding that 
the company immediately drop 
their contract for work on 1-69. 
Additionally, they demanded 
that GAC and its accomplice, 
Riverton Trucking, drop the spu- 
rious civil suit brought against 
the sole arrestee at the previous 
GAC lockdown. A total of 15 
people were arrested. Everyone 
arrested at this action was added 
by name to the afore-mentioned 
restraining order and SLAPP suit 


businessman walked outside 
and blocked the doors in an 
attempt to keep the protesters 
inside until police arrived. The 
protesters managed to escape, 
but one persyn was tackled out- 
side by a plainclothes cop and 
cuffed. The arrested activist was 
charged with battery and do- 
mestic disturbance, although 
the charge of domestic distur- 
bance was later dropped. 

June 20, Gary, Indiana: In soli- 
darity with the recent treesit 
evictees, a group of northwestern 
Indiana protesters visited the In- 
diana Department of Transporta- 
tion (INDOT) office in Gary. They 
marched into the office holding 
signs and playing homemade 
instruments. The office workers 
looked up from their work, un- 
amused and slightly confused. 
The protesters were chanting, 


office with drums and whistles 
before exiting the building. 

June 23, Bloomington: A crowd 
of people enraged over the 
eviction of the anti-I-69 treesit 
stormed the office of the In- 
diana Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) in Bloom- 
ington. IDNR was complicit 
in the eviction of the treesit 
and the endangerment of the 
treesitters' lives by providing 
climbers to pull the sitters out 
of their lofty perch. IDNR is 
keeping climbers on staff spe- 
cifically to evict treesits. 

The crowd charged through 
the doors of the office, pushing 
papers off desks and smashing 
a potted plant, while yelling, 
chanting, whistling and gener- 
ally causing a disruption. The 
IDNR workers seemed annoyed 
and confused, claiming they had 


construction traffic and costing 
GAC several hours worth of lost 
profits. One individual halted a 
truck, while others deflated its 
tires, immobilizing the vehicle. 
Four individuals then locked 
themselves to the undercar- 
riage of the- truck, and another 
climbed on top of it and locked 
his neck to a bar that was fixed 
to the trailer. 

After several hours of lost 
business, a police liaison ne- 
gotiated the safe departure of 
every protester present, con- 
tingent on two demands: First, 
that all of those present would 
not be charged or harassed by 
police at a- later date as a result 
of this action, and second, that 
the comrade who was arrested 
for allegedly flattening the 
truck tires would be released 
without bail. Deciding that the 


of GAC's. 

July 15, Chicago, Illinois: Three 
office demonstrations against 1-69 
occurred in downtown Chicago. 

July 19, Grafton, Wisconsin: 
Around 70 people from the Cri- 
methlnc. Convergence .took a 
break from camping to demon- 
strate at the home of an execu- 
tive profiting from 1-69. 

July 23, Chicago: Three more of- 
fice demonstrations took place, 
including one against DLZ. Two 
of the demonstrations turned 
disruptive as people occupied 
the offices and scattered docu- 
ments in the road. 

July 27, Bloomington: In the 
pre-dawn hours, some enraged 
Hoosiers threw rocks through 
the window of Chase Bank in 
downtown Bloomington. GAC 
uses Chase bank. 

' continued on page 22 
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Reflecting on the Fight 

Against 1-69 


by Gohmann Sucks! 

With 1-69 currently a focal point in the 
Earth First! movement, lots of awesome 
folks have been coming through Indiana 
and joining with locals to stand in the way 
of the NAFTA superhighway. State Road 68, 
just north of Evansville, Indiana, has closed 
as construction on the first 1.77 miles of I- 
69 has actually begun. This campaign has 
a sense of urgency right 
now like never before; 
something that has 
loomed in the future for 
years is now upon us. 

It is vital that the fight 
against 1-69 continues 
stronger than ever and, 
thus, essential to reflect 
on the strategy of this 
campaign, how it is be- 
ing organized, what has 
been going well and what 
needs to be done better 
to make sure that , they 
never build this road. 

Growing Local Resistance 

Though construction on the first 1.77 
miles of 1-69 is imminent, this is a long- 
term fight. The project is still severely 
under-funded. Contrary to what some in 
Indiana believe (those won over by the 
pro-I-69 media, the slogans of sleazy gov- 
ernment officials and conditioned feelings 
of powerlessness), this road is not inevita- 
ble. There are still many obstacles to 1-69 
and plenty of time to fortify these obsta- 
cles and build new ones. 

Strong community support for those en- 
gaged in direct action against the road is 
necessary in maintaining a long-term op- 
position. There has already been a lot of 
effort to build relationships with rural com- 
munities along the route. The 1-69 Listen- 
ing Project has engaged with folks whose 
lives, homes and land are affected by the 
proposed route by conducting interviews, 
and hearing and publicizing peoples' sto- 
ries. Activists have bought houses and made 
friends in Evansville. Community events 
have made space for all who are opposed 
to 1-69 to get to know and trust each other 
better. Organizers from out of town have 
also made trips to people's homes along the 
route, giving these activists a better under- 
standing of what people are losing. 

There are also some real obstacles to over- 
come to gain more widespread community 
support for the radical side of the anti-I-69 
campaign. For one, there is a perception, 
highlighted by the corporate media, that 
folks who are fighting this road are all out- 
siders. According to a local newspaper, The 
Courier Press, protesters are coming to Indi- 
ana "with destruction in their hearts” to tell 
people how to live. The media has exploited 
images of protesters masked up to label us 
intimidating terrorists. Consistent commu- 
nity events will hopefully allow folks to get 
to know each other better and to recognize 
that many activists are from Indiana, have 
lived here for years or have traveled here at 
the specific request of local friends. If we 
talk about NAFTA, which is affecting com- 
munities all across North America, we can 
highlight how our goals align. 

There are marked lifestyle differences. 
Many of the EFlers working on this cam- 
paign are young, able to travel and not tied 
to job or family obligations, making risk- 
ing arrest and devoting a lot of their lives 
to the campaign feasible. Many people who 


live along the route have land to maintain, 
families to support and jobs. This clearly af- 
fects how much they can get involved. One 
way to address this is for others to volunteer 
to garden, fix up barns, build structures, and 
do childcare and whatever else people might 
need help with if they want to devote more 
time to organizing. 

One goal with all of this community 
work is to get people who haven't engaged 


in this type of resistance before excited 
about direct action. A lot of EF!-style direct 
action is highly technical — lockdowns and 
climbing, for example — and affinity-group- 
based, and requires intensive planning, 
which makes it difficult to spread organi- 
cally. But these are not the only methods 
folks can use to oppose 1-69. There are 
some radical farmers and landowners who 
will lose everything if this road is built, 
and they have stated that they are willing 
to explore more than just legal avenues of 
resistance. There are a lot of direct-action 
practices that have been used for years by 
farmers, like stake-pulling and threatening 
surveyors. If we are open about the kind 
of direct action we practice, why we have 
the ability to practice it and that there are 
other kinds of direct action that are more 
knit into the fabric of rural communities, 
then a lot of our actions can compliment 
each other. 

Some perceive the first 1-69 treesit as a re- 
ally important breakthrough in work with 
landowners. Before the treesit, most locals 
assumed we were students who were week- 
ending in the struggle. After the treesit, 
many of them said that they realized we 
were serious and willing to put ourselves 
on the line to stop the road. So, even if 
EF!-style tactics aren't very accessible, they 
might still have relevance to the wider com- 
munity, empowering others to engage in 
their own forms of direct action. 

The best-case scenario is the spread of 
open struggle against the road in rural ar- 
eas by farmers — a wider mobilization of the 
community. In fact, a farmer was charged 
with stake-pulling a few years ago in Gibson 
County. His charges were dropped when 
other farmers packed the courthouse. It's 
possible that our activities have made this 
less likely, since the media has been able 
to nurture a ridiculous stereotype of who 
practices direct action. But the lower-level 
struggle of the past points to the potential 
that exists. One of the small things we can 
do is talk about other struggles that farm- 
ers have engaged in — for example, the "Bolt 
Weevils'" campaign in Minnesota and the 
movement against the high-speed train in 
northern Italy. 

Media Battles 

As expected, the corporate media has 
portrayed the core group engaged in direct 


action against the road as outsiders, crimi- 
nals and terrorists. Front-page photos of our 
mug shots, and the constant quotation of law 
enforcement and targeted contractors (but 
never of activists), have given many locals a 
skewed image of who "these protesters" are. 
The local papers are widely distributed and 
are the main way folks in these rural commu- 
nities and small towns get their news. A lot 
of effort has been put into contacting these 
newspapers, giving them 
statements, writing let- 
ters to the editors and 
inviting them to actions. 
However, they have con- 
tinued to ignore us, and 
perhaps shifting our 
strategy with the media 
makes sense. 

| One way of trying 
| to shift our image is to 
get local folks who sup- 
| port us to write in and 
^ to vouch for us, saying 
that they, too, are op- 
posed to the road and 
appreciate folks who 
are standing in the way of big money and 
politics. The only anti-I-69 letter that has 
been printed in the last couple of months 
was a comment from one of the treesitter's 
family members on their strong character. 
Having local folks write in also seems to be 
the only way to draw attention to the po- 
lice harassment that organizers are expe- 
riencing. Hopefully, more publicity about 
the harassment will get people question- 
ing why the authorities behind the road 
are so viciously trying to suppress opposi- 
tion. It's also important that wider circles 
of people understand repression to be a 
threat to them, too; as long as it doesn't 
immobilize them with fear, it might con- 
tribute to radicalization. 

Another way to deal with unfriendly 
media is, of course, to create your own. 
Folks in Indiana have already distributed 
two issues of The Roadblock Report, an in- 
dependent newsletter with action reports, 
upcoming events and commentary piec- 
es on the campaign. Creating a mailing 
list so landowners along the route have 
a more efficient and direct way of hear- 
ing what's going on would be great. Right 
now, somewhat infrequent persynal trips 
to homes along the route are the only way 
that positive information about the oppo- 
sition travels. 

Are We Fighting the Cops or Fight- 
ing the Road? How Do These Battles 
Overlap? 

With the anti-I-69 campaign on the top 
of the FBI's list in Indiana, and Indiana 
State Police Officer Brad Chandler on the 
case and providing information to the feds, 
organizers are experiencing heightened 
surveillance and harassment, especially in 
Evansville. All cars associated with the cam- 
paign are consistently followed, and cops 
watch houses and gathering places, make 
intimidating comments, arrest quickly and 
illegally and try to bust organizers for any- 
thing from jaywalking to falsified intoxi- 
cation. The cops have also been working 
closely with Gohmann Asphalt Company 
(GAC), the company contracted to build 
the first 1.77 miles, to serve 16 activists 
with a restraining order and a SLAPP suit, 
suing for alleged damages incurred during 
lockdowns. 

continued on next page 
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We must remain strong in the face of this 
repression. Restraining orders and SLAPP suits 
are the usual tactics that companies use to 
unconstitutionally suppress protest. And the 
cops are following a pretty standard campaign 
of intimidation. Vigilant security culture, 
minimizing internal conflict that the cops can 
exploit, knowing and studying our rights, in- 
depth legal trainings, kick-ass supportive law- 
yers and community support for those facing 
charges and lawsuits are essential to keep this 
campaign going strong. Depositions and the 
possibility of a grand jury loom as ways for 
the feds to get information and spread distrust 
among us. We must back up our conviction to 
remain silent with tangible support for those 
folks who could be held in contempt of court; 
prisoner support is essential! 

A strong legal arm to this campaign has de- 
veloped because of all of the arrests and legal 
injunctions served by GAC. Many hours have 
been spent dissecting the restraining order 
and by activists preparing to represent them- 
selves. Many of us have learned a lot about 
the legal system and have become confident 
in our legal knowledge. But supportive, (hope- 
fully) pro-bono lawyers are also necessary. Fortu- 
nately, after some persuasion, the Indiana Civil 
Liberties Union has agreed to take the restrain- 
ing order case. Whatever they serve us with, 
we must respond with a solid defense — and 
on the offensive, sue GAC for constitutional 
breaches, and the cops for legal misconduct 
and the physical and sexual harassment expe- 
rienced in the Gibson County Jail. 

At the same time, it's important to look 
strategically at arrestable actions and their 
consequences. Since 15 more arrests were 
made at the second Gohmann lockdown 
and these activists were served with restrain- 
ing orders and the SLAPP suit, a lot of en- 
ergy has been directed into legal battles, 
and away from action and event planning. 
Public shutdowns of contractors and con- 
struction sites are important, but more than 
two dozen people in total running through 
the legal system requires a lot of cash and 
lawyers that we have been scrambling to get 
after the fact. A lot of folks around the coun- 
try have responded with benefit shows and 
other fundraising, which is awesome, but we 
are still in debt for bail, and court costs are 
only going to continue to rise. Dealing with 
the criminal injustice system is also stressful 
and defeating, and can burn out activists. 

With the media highlighting the "crimi- 
nal nature" of arrestable actions, we should 
also reflect on how these actions can be 
alienating to some locals. Often, community 
members' objection to civil disobedience is 
that it looks like weakness, like asking to be 
arrested, which doesn't make sense to them 
since they have burdens we don't have. How 
much of this can the campaign handle? 
What are the other ways to effectively shut 
down construction and not get caught? 

Toward a Healthy Community 

We also need to look at the internal dy- 
namics of the community we're organizing 
from. Our organizing is based around non- 
hierarchical, anti-authoritarian and anar- 
chist principles. To work, this requires really 
good communication, which is sometimes 
lost in the hectic, often stressful environ- 
ment of working against a behemoth of a 
road project. Hierarchy can sneak in when 


action roles are picked; there's a faulty per- 
ception that's often actgd on that if you're 
willing to get arrested, you're really throw- 
ing down and you’re more committed to this 
campaign than folks in supporting roles. 

A conscious effort also needs to be made 
against a hierarchical long-term/short-term 
dynamic. We need to commend but not 
idolize folks who are in this for the long 
term, while respecting that everyone who's 
coming through to help is offering what 
they can — one type of commitment is not 
better than another. Long-term folks need 
to be aware of condescending communica- 
tion and be transparent about what needs 
to be done so short-term folks can plug in. 
For folks to plug in effectively there needs to 
be space for everyone to express what their 
skills are, what they'd like to help with and 
what their comfort levels are, not just a blind 
delegation of tasks. 

Some of the difficulty stems from the fact 
that lots of individuals and not that many af- 
finity groups are coming. Long-term folks have 
directed a lot of their energy toward providing 
support to actions by affinity groups. But indi- 
viduals who arrive without affinity groups are 
feeling lost between initiating their own proj- 
ects with folks they don't know very well and 
plugging into existing projects bottom-lined 
by organizers who could be more transpar- 
ent with their needs. Instead of holding onto 
a strict vision for this campaign, we need to 
adapt to what we’ve got. 

While turning to long-term members of 
the community for guidance and advice 
makes sense for folks new to Indiana, one 
of the empowering things about anarchist 
organizing is the emphasis on autonomy. 
If you want to see something done, do it, If 
you want to see something change for the 
better, facilitate that change. There is space 
and a need for everyone to take initiative. 
No one is telling us what to do; we are con- 
stantly shaping this fight. 

Taking time to build relationships and 
trust with the people we're working with is 
essential for us to feel comfortable doing ac- 
tions together. Making space for emotional 
check-ins will allow us to better support 
each other in the stressful environment of 
organizing. And let's frickin' have fun to- 
gether, taking some time to not talk about 
organizing the next action but to shoot the 
shit and relax. Friendships are much more 
important and sustainable than purely 
working relationships; one look at main- 
stream society should make that clear. 

Anti-Oppression 
Within the Campaign 

One of the things our g^oup has struggled 
with is the anti-oppression department. Many 
meetings have been avoided or even fallen 
apart due to poor interpersynal dynamics and 
a lack of general communication skills. In 
some cases, patriarchal tendencies have over- 
shadowed conversation, but let it be noted 
that it hasn't only been male-bodied folks 
fucking things up. It is important to note that 
throughout this year, our diversity has been 
largely lacking — so much so that people of 
color and trans folk could probably be pointed 
out by that defining characteristic. However, 
on a better note, during the last lockdown 
arrests, there were actually more women ar- 
rested than male-bodied folk, along with one 
trans persyn. 


Throughout the Summer, our group has 
also been faced with the task of confronting 
perpetrators and supporting survivors. We.? 
have been successful at helping survivors; ■ 
quickly create demands and process things, 
and at mediating conversations to commu- 
nicate their demands. In most cases, this has 
lead to perpetrators being removed from the 
campaign and not being allowed to repre- 
sent it afterward. Many people in the cam- ' 
paign have had mixed feelings on this, but 
others feel good that we have been able to 
help survivors while protecting the safety of 
others and not turning toward physical vio- 
lence as a form of retaliation. We have also 
avoided the past EF! mentality of, "We're too 
busy to deal with this," or, "The trees are 
more important right now." A common plea 
from survivors and mediators is that people 
within our organizing groups stop hurting 
others of us working on the same fight. We 
are all stressed and losing our minds over 
this highway and defending the land. The 
last thing any of us want to hear is that our 
group is being hurt from the inside by the 
people we have trusted. 

Tapping the Collective Memory 

Organizing in Indiana has made it clear 
that this movement is lacking elders. This 
campaign lacks an experienced base, and 
more detrimentally, there is a gap in our 
knowledge of similar fights in the past. 
This means that we are repeating past mis- 
takes and learning the hard way. While 
this campaign is a great place to gain a lot 
of- experience and skills for the future, it 
is also important to get educated about 
past eco-action and tap into EF!'s extensive 
collective memory. This isn't the first anti- 
road campaign and it certainly won't be 
the last; we need to retain past experiences 
so our strategies and tactics can improve 
and not wander in endless circles. 

With That Said... 

When they started clearing the ground in 
February while it was still snowing, it's need- 
less to say that none us saw it coming. The 
posters said, "Spring and Summer 2008, be in 
Indiana," right? Once Spring actually came 
upon us, we weren't flooded with a bunch of 
traveler kids yet, and word in the corn fields 
was that all of the trees on the route were 
gone. For a bunch of lonely, anxious tree 
climbers, this was a bit sad. Fast forward to 
August when, to date, we've somehow fina- 
gled getting three platforms up in the trees, 
two massive lockdowns, lots of office demos 
and solidarity acts of broken windows, flat- 
tened tires and glued doors. We're still at- 
tempting to navigate a total of 26 arrestees 
through the legal system and the traveler 
kids are still here — hell, some of 'em started 
their own squats or are even paying rent! We 
have met the locals — some like us and some 
don’t. At the least it's been a hell of fight so 
far, and none of us are giving up. 


For more information, visit stopi69. 
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BY SARO 

Citizens gathered in Campbell County, Tennessee, one Summer 
Sunday for a rally and march on Zeb Mountain, which has been 
strip-mined by the National Coal Corporation since 2003. The July 
20 event was organized by United Mountain Defense (UMD), a 
group dedicated to ending strip-mining in Tennessee; Mountain 
Justice (MJ), an organization working on the same issue throughout 
the southern half of the Appalachian Mountains; and Three Rivers 
Earth First!, based in Knoxville, Tennessee. However, the demo- 
graphic of the march was not confined to members of these three 
organizations. Hunters, Christians and local community members 
all dressed in their Sunday best to take part in the action. It sure 
wasn't an average crowd for an Earth First! gathering. Months of 
planning had gone into ensuring this fact. I was curious to see 
what the results would be. What strengths and weaknesses would 
arise out of the strategies we were employing that day? 

The Zeb Mountain march was designed to accomplish two things. 
The first was to gain publicity for a host of issues specific to Ten- 
nessee: National Coal is in a continuous process of destroying Zeb 
Mountain and has recently purchased 64,000 acres in the Sundquist 
Wildlife Management Area for mining. In addition, a bill called the 
Scenic Vistas Preservation Act will be reintroduced this Fall in the 
Tennessee legislature. If passed, surface mining would be forbidden 
above 2,000 feet, environmental impact statements would be re- 
quired for every strip job and strip mining would be restricted from 
taking place within 100 feet of a water source. These issues were 
vocalized in speeches at Zeb Mountain and were brought to the at- 
tention of the media there. 

The second aim was to gain diverse allies and was realized by the 
march itself. The Zeb Mountain march was a living example of a step 
toward collaboration and communication spanning political and re- 
ligious backgrounds. 

Three Rivers EF! has performed several "militant"-type actions on 
Zeb Mountain in the past — including two night blockades. Every- 
thing from tripods to car lockdowns, from cat and mouse games 
to dragons have been used. There were few traditional Earth First! 
tactics we had not tried — except one: an open rally with a plain- 
old walk-across*-the-line civil disobedience arrest at the end that we 
could openly promote. 

With this in mind, UMD and Three Rivers EF! realized the neces- 
sity of speaking in diverse languages in order to communicate a uni- 
versal message for the Zeb Mountain march. Patriotic and religious 
imagery had too long been used to symbolize the "other" in activist 
circles. Why not claim these images and the ideas they symbolize for 
what we believe they mean? We believe patriotism is about respecting 
the land we live on. We also have a strong Christian-based support 
network and know that many Christians believe the Bible teaches 
protection of the Earth's natural resources. Using these ideas as com- 
mon ground, we attracted the interests of a variety of people. 

In our advertising, we used two flyers. The first displayed a bald 
eagle and a peace dove holding a banner together. The second was 
of a file of marchers walking toward mountains, with a large cross 
beaming over the horizon. The aesthetics of the march were care- 
fully thought about as well. Recalling some of the strategies of the 
civil rights movement, we decided to dress in traditional Sunday 
church attire and carry signs utilizing quotes from Henry David Tho- 
reau, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Mohandas Gandhi. At the march, 
a local group provided puppets of King and Gandhi as further visual 
references to our exercise of non-violent direct action. 

Our speakers at the rally were diverse, reflecting the passions of 
the audience. Local citizens, musicians, Earth First!ers and MJ rep- 
resentatives spoke, and the rally was concluded with a sermon by a 
minister-in-training from Christians for the Mountains. 

As we walked up Zeb Mountain toward the first coal road (where 
police and miners waited for us), we sang “Amazing Grace" and 
"Rocky Top, Tennessee." (The words in the latter were altered so 
that the song mourned the loss of mountains.) When we reached 
the barricade, four people stepped forward and addressed the min- 
ers, police and marchers. They articulated why they were prepared 
to cross the line and get arrested. They hoped that their action 


showed a physical defiance against the barriers mounted by those 
who claim the Earth only for the purpose of harming it. 

Eric Blevins, of MJ, stated before crossing, "My family is firmly 
rooted in these mountains, and you are all my brothers and sisters; 
all of God’s creatures, large and small, are our brothers and sisters.” 

Weeks before. Three Rivers EF! and UMD representatives had taken 
a unique step by speaking with Campbell County police to make 
sure they actually knew illegal activity was going to take place. The 
police politely lifted the caution tape as the four protesters held 
hands and crossed. It turned out that the police were sympathetic 
to the interests of the four arrestees. On the sheriff's orders, those 
arrested were released without bail soon after being taken in. Allies 
are everywhere. 


So, what did the Zeb Mountain march accomplish? Doubtless, 
some reading this article may already be shaking their heads at our 
tactics. Couldn't collaboration, not only on the social level but on 



The scars caused by strip mining on Zeb Mountain 


the aesthetic level as well, make us lose sight of our goals (especially 
if we have other interests at stake)? I pondered this as we approached 
the rally site that Sunday. But at Zeb Mountain, any of my concerns 
about our tactics were dissolved. First, when we arrived at the base 
of the mountain, we found that someone had placed signs along a 
roadway up toward the coal road. Utilizing Biblical references, the 
signs informed the marchers that they were blaspheming the Lord's 
day of rest and that scripture supported mining practices. Our own 
use of Christian imagery and text countered whatever claim the coal 
supporters thought they had to that cultural cornerstone. Secondly, 
I noticed a sign a young marcher was solemnly holding. It read, "I 
am not a rich activist, I am an Appalachian." I don't think any of 
us in this movement would want to self-identify as a "rich activist." 
However, the sign does reflect class assumptions, perceived and real, 
about activists — in this case, environmentalists. To me, the sign sig- 
nified that we were going in the right direction. More class collabo- 
ration must take place in order for movements like this one to be 
more productive. In fact, if anything could have improved the Zeb 
Mountain march, it would have been a dialogue between marchers 
and miners. 

MJ, Three Rivers EF! and UMD all need people who are first and 
foremost identified as people affected by the coal industry to join 
this struggle. That identity crosses borders of class, politics and re- 
ligion. We have to realize that when issues such as mountain-top 
removal and coal dependency encompass so many people, it also 
means that we collectively have countless tools to use through a 
variety of avenues. We have no time to waste in utilizing all of 
them. Whether we identify as biocentrists, dominion-care Chris- 
tians, Appalachians, sportsmen or eco-feminists, we all know that 
this fight, at its core, is not one of specific value systems. It is one 
of survival. 

Saro is from the rolling hills of middle Tennessee and hopes to live in 
Appalachia, working on mountaintop removal issues, until the coal com- 
panies get the hell out. 
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esfrucfion 


BY CUSTODEUS 


T~1 arth First! has finally come to a loose consensus on capitalism as the root cause of 
IH our ecological crisis. As opposed to the mainstream's reactionary embracement of 

-L-igreen lifestyles, the focus on ending capitalism's grasp on the world gives cohesion 
to the radical environmental bloc. The first serious campaign created directly toward 
this strategy has been Root Force, which calls for targeting capitalism's vulnerable in- 
frastructure at key industrial projects. However, other tactics are also being launched 
against capitalism that expose additional points of vulnerability. 

A recent trend of midnight window smashing and sabotage at urban institutions 
of capitalism has utilized a less scientific and more widespread approach. Compa- 
nies such as Bank of America and Chevron have been targeted, for practices ranging 
from financing mountaintop removal and Navajo relocation to profiting from the Iraq 
war. Because a company like Wells Fargo invests profitably in so many devastating proj- 
ects, most people in the US are literally surrounded by property of this bank, and have 
many opportunities to strike it. 

Our struggles are not limited to demanding that any one company must change the type 
of project it makes money from. A fundamental change in the ability of money to trample 
people and the environment is necessary. What makes a culture of direct action so effective 
and threatening is that if people recognize the possibility of fundamental change, we are in a 
position to make it. The attempt to brand the Earth Liberation Front (ELF) a terrorist network 
has failed to prevent many people from sympathizing with ecologically motivated property 
damage. In their very first communique, the ELF notably mentioned the countless acts of 
sabotage that predated it and gave birth to its modus operandi. The ELF is only one manifesta- 
tion of the ability of unruly populations to take direct action to stop ecological destruction. § 
Resistance movements can quickly lead to further stages of social transformation when j 
their actions are understood and taken up by others. 

Both the "No 2010" and "Smash ICE" movements express solidarity with exploited 
A wide populations that are particularly affected by resource extraction and environmental deg- j 
radation. The 2010 Winter Olympics are the most significant of three events happening 
diversity in Canada that year, including meetings of the Group of Eight (G8) and the realization 

of the North American Security and Prosperity Partnership (SPP). It has been made clear j 
of targets through land occupations, blockades and countless actions that Canada is using the 
Olympics as an excuse for the theft, exploitation and pollution of the First Nations' 
makes land. Increasingly common attacks against the Royal Bank of Canada and similar „ 
Olympics boosters expose a connection between the current devastation being ex- 
capitalism perienced and those responsible. As more actions happen, momentum builds toward 
what many hope will be a riot throughout Vancouver in 2010, if not sooner, 
vulnerable. The Smash ICE campaign began in resistance to the Immigration and Customs 

Enforcement (ICE) Detention Center in downtown Tacoma, Washington. Immi- 11 
grants from a five-state area are held inside without rights, sometimes for more 'T* 
than three years. Smash ICE's message has compared residing in Tacoma to living 
down the street from a concentration camp. They have demanded that action be Ja 
taken, and have drawn the connection between ICE and Wells Fargo. Wells Fargo is 
a major financial member of the Geo Group, which runs the ICE detention cen- 
ters in Tacoma and Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, as well as a vast assortment of other 
gulag infrastructure. Numerous Wells Fargo branches along the West Coast have 
recently been hit with broken windows and paint attacks decrying ICE. 

It has been articulated in the Earth First! journal how ecological devastation 
caused by US corporations in Latin America contributes to a cheap labor pool J 

within US. Controlling that population through mechanisms such as detention ’ 1 

centers is part of maintaining the system of environmental exploitation. An im- 
portant step toward stopping this cycle is spreading awareness that capitalist in- jfer 
(restructure of all types exploits and poisons our world. We can practice solidarity 
with community members affected by anti-immigration laws by fighting against (*3 
border security and immigrant detention. 

Recent popular uprisings against the exploitation of land and people have 
turned against the urban infrastructure that belongs to the ruling class. In Oaxaca, 


Hitting ICE and Wells Fargo 


The campaign against Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) is just one example of simple actions being used to strike 
those responsible for horrors happening to our planet. The follow- 
ing quotations are from communiques posted to the Internet fol- 
lowing the actions. 


A Little Information on the Geo Group: 

The Geo Group manages four detention centers for ICE in: Taco- 
ma, Washington; Aurora, Colorado; Deerfield Beach, Florida; and 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. They have Head Offices in San Diego, 
California; Charlotte, North Carolina; New Braunfels, Texas; and 
Boca Raton, Florida. In August, the Geo Group announced that 
the Northwest ICE facility (Tacoma) will expand to cage more than 
500 additional people who commit the crime of being here. 


May 27: Anarchists took re- 
sponsibility for stealing and de- 
stroying six surveillance cameras 
from University of California, 
Santa Cruz (UCSC). Comment- 
ing on the rapid spread of sur- 
veillance throughout society, 
they added, "This action is dedi- 
cated to those affected by the 
recent immigration raids in Wat- 
sonville, California, a town just 
south of Santa Cruz. Fuck ICE! 
Spread the rebellion against so- 
cial control!" 

June 4: The Wells Fargo on 
39th Avenue and Powell Boule- 
vard in Portland, Oregon, was 
attacked. "A window pane was 


smashed in with a rock. All banks 
serve the interests of the capital- 
ist class, furthering exploitation 
of "resources" and indigenous 
people around the world. We are 
fighting for the destruction of 
this society and for our own lib- 
eration from this world of banks, 
cops, prisons, poisoned water were smashed out. "Bank of on your wall as an assault on 
and air, and rapidly shrinking America funds Peabody Coal, your participation in the prison- 
wild spaces." which is blasting the tops off industrial complex." 

June 10: In Tacoma, Washing- mountains in Appalachia and July 21: All four ATMs at the 
ton, "Wells Fargo was attacked strip-mining indigenous land Wells Fargo on River Street in 
from two sides and had many in Arizona." Santa Cruz were smashed. "Re- 

of their windows smashed. The July 21: A Wells Fargo Financial fusal and non-participation is 
message, 'stop prisons,' was Office in Olympia, Washington, a good place to start, but it is 
spray-painted on one side of was attacked in solidarity with necessary to actively destroy 
the building." ICE detainees. "Last night we the system." 
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actics 


BY MlKAL JAKUBAL v^J 

It has been said that the first duty of a ^ 
revolutionary is to win the revolution. || 

Likewise, the first duty of an Earth warrior 

is to save the Earth. All other considerations /. iaI 

become secondary. In other words, "No Com- 
promise! Earth First!" Fulfilling this obligation demands of < 
Earth warriors all the inner and outer strength that can be mustered. J 
It demands commitment and unwavering persistence in the face of ' 
hardship, courage under fire, sacrifice, patience and humility. No 

movement lacking such personal quali- 
ties can ever * 10 P e to succeec *- However, 
these qualities alone are not enough. The 
fundamental strategic imperative is to 
3 0ut P er f° r m the adversary. To accomplish 

f ^ this task requires a thorough knowledge 

S of the chosen technique of struggle, 
g There are many possible techniques of 
Jr’ waging political conflicts: working within 
■ = the system, pacifism, full-scale military 
It wartare ' S uerr *lla warfare, sabotage, non- 
S r £ liR# ’ I violent action and, others. Were Earth 

First! to adopt, say, guerrilla warfare as 

| our chosen technique, we would more 

would read up on Emiliano Zapata, Crazy 
Horse, the Viet Cong, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front 
and the modern-day Zapatistas. In short, we would take it seriously. 
If we are to choose nonviolent action as the preferred technique of 
struggle, we need to devote ourselves to a comprehensive under- 
standing of its history, methods, strategic requirements and dynam- 
ics. Such is the intent of this and future pieces. 

My own activist history spans 13 years of practical experience with 
Earth First! with- concurrent research and study into the whole spec- 
trum of social change movements. The motivation for this pres- 
ent effort is a desire to share some of this information to help ^ 
the movement become more effective and help newer activists 
avoid repeating past mistakes — mistakes that cost forests ..^4! 
and other endangered ecosystems. 


in 2006, colonialist property that signifies the exploitation of the indig- 
enous culture was 'attacked. In Argentina, in 2001, attacks were directed 
against banks and corporations that had first disenfranchised the rural 
areas and then bankrupted the urban working class. In the last few years, 
in the Banlieue slums of Paris, disenfranchised youth have acknowledged 

-a practice 


their worthless position in capitalist society by burning cars- 
that has <..aught on like wildfire. Using quick 
methods to burn the cars (such as lighting off uB--. 
flammable materials in the back seat or beneath BwT" 'jm 
the tires), the youths have been difficult to ap- 

We need to act with the tactics that are 
available to us, while at the same time realiz- 
ing the possibilities that our actions will ere- g 
ate. We should think as if we are already in 
a state of insurrection, because, in fact, we BKpyLifl 
are. An important question for Earth First! 
is, "How can these campaigns be spread in | 

new directions, and how can momentum be HHHL * 
increased?" One option is to use moments 
of repression as opportunities to go on the 

Repression is the state’s offensive strategy 
for preventing revolution, so that the status quo of private property and 
collective exploitation can be maintained. Thus, resistance movements 
are often repressed so that their effects will be stopped. While repression 
was clearly boosted after September 11, 2001, the true movement in the 
US toward comprehensive restriction of movement and communication 
seems to be approaching only now. The goal of a militarized society is 
thinly veiled behind actions like preparing for closed borders, construct- 
ing massive imprisonment and detention infrastructure, and constantly 
policing neighborhoods. In addition, the powers-that-be are consistently 
stretching their ideologically defined word (or ideologueme) for outsid- 
ers, "terrorist," to encompass any perceived threat to their goals. 

This has been the case in Canada, where an ex-military intelligence 
agent recently wrote an article arguing that autonomous actions across 
Canada against the 2010 Olympics constitute a terrorist threat to national 
security. A subsequent communique stated that windows were smashed 
at a bank sponsoring the Olympics in honor of Mr. Quiggin — the article's 
expert. In the US, a House bill war ts to create a new university for iden- 
tifying social movements that could have the potential for violence and 
study methods for altering their development. This, included with Eric 
McDavid's case and similar efforts, demonstrates the pursuit of the holy 
grail of repression — making thought crime punishable. 

Becoming offensive before their endless quest goes any further is essen- 
tial for all of us. The ELF and the social movements mentioned above are 
great examples of this. An even more immediate example is the August 6 
burning of a cop car in Vancouver while the police were carrying out their 
routine harassment of the destitute and homeless (see page 14). Actions 
such as these demonstrate that repression is only creating more "outlaws," 
and that active resistance moves us into a world of our own making. 

iQuis custodiet ipsos ciistodes? 


Strategic Action Planning 

The reason we engage in nonviolent action is to influ- 
ence behavior-— specifically, behavior that is ecologically de- 
structive or unjust. The main factor influencing whether we use N 
a particular method of action or continue to use it in the future 
is that action's "effectiveness." In other words, will that action in 
fact lead to the desired change in behavior? For the purpose of this 
essay, a "goal" will be defined as one or more of, these changes or 
effects. Determining appropriate goals requires an understanding of 
the source of political power and the' complex nature of the effects 
of nonviolent action. 

According to nonviolent action theory, political power arises con- 
tinuously from a multitude of sources within society, as opposed 
to emanating from the few at the top; it is unstable and subject to 
change, instead of being monolithic and durable. Most importantly, 
it is dependent on the obedience, support and cooperation of the 
very people subject to such political power. The power of a ruler (or 
corporation, etc.) may be controlled by the granting, continuation 
or withdrawal of this support and cooperation upon which the abil- 
ity to rule depends. Thus, instead of confronting power head-on, as 
in most violent conflict, the proper use of nonviolence allows us to 
indirectly challenge power by controlling it at its sources. 

When a small group wishes to challenge an injustice perpetuated 
by an immensely more powerful opponent, the path to victory lies 
in a radical — at the root — altering of the relative ability of each side 
to wield political power. Activists consciously seeking to change this 
power relationship will choose methods, tactics and strategies of ac- 
tion that affect the sources of power (i.e., support and cooperation 
by a multitude of people) for both contending groups. "Effective- 
ness" will then be evaluated not so much on whether or not 
some superficial objective was achieved (e.g., did the block- 
ade actually shut down the bridge for a significant 
length of time?) but on whether or not the action 
led to a change in behavior on the part of those . a 9 

on either side. ' ■ 

The topic of the nature and control of political A 

power is extremely complex — it has been the sub- V 

ject of innumerable volumes over the last several , r JL L&jfn 
centuries alone. I wish to put forth a basic three- . yffq 
phase procedure for nonviolent action: (1) strate- kr&r sMiniM 
gic analysis; (2) goal setting; and (3) tactics. This 
procedure can be used by activists to deter- . » i J|./C' sy- v,_, 
mine which actions will achieve the greatest i r . .. T ' ' - 

possible effect with the least effort. VSBBg/jBgm 

For the rest of this article, see EF!J September- 
October 1997. Back issues of the EF! Journal are sBAtMBSjEAB%A 
available for 55 each. Order our near-complete 28- ^ 
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WHO WILL SERVE THE SERVANTS? 


Against the 2010 Olympics 


The following list reflects only a few of the most recent actions in op- 
position to the 2010 Olympics on Coast Salish Territory (Vancouver, Brit- 
ish Colombia). However, countless blockades, arsons, protests and other 
forms of resistance have occurred against projects that are justified by the 
Olympics and its sponsors. The Royal Bank of Canada (RBC) is one Olym- 
pic sponsor that has had its windows smashed on at least 11 different 
occasions in less than a year in the Canadian states of British Colombia 
and Ontario. 


May 31: .Three McDonald's in sabotage occurred amid protests 
Victoria, British Colombia, had over Vancouver's infrastructure in- 
their toilets plugged with cement, vading Tsawwassen territory. 

June 24: Fire and explosions at July 21: An RBC on Broadway in 
a west Toronto Chevrolet dealer- Vancouver was attacked. Four ATMs 
ship damaged at least 13 cars. The were smashed out. 
engine compartments of each car July 22: A truck belonging to Pe- 
were burning when firefighters ar- ter Kiewit and Sons was lit on fire 
rived. General Motors is a major (see page 15). 

Olympic sponsor. July 23: Ten windows were 

• Mid-July: Powerlines being con- smashed out at the RBC on First 
structed outside of Vancouver were Avenue and Commercial Drive in 
found to contain "deep cuts.” The Vancouver, "because it is a bank." 


ROADBLOCK EF! 


Six Nations Step It Up 

in Brantford 


continued from page l Columbia), a railway was blocked in solidarity with 
What follows is a timeline of the current resis- the Six Nations (see below), 
tance against development in Brantford: July 1 7: Two racist young men drove a pick-up, 

July 5: At the Grand Council meeting of the Six truck into the reclaimed Kingspan construction site, 
Nations, the clan mothers and the women of the burning rubber and doing figure eights. Then, they 
Six Nations asked the chiefs to come and stand by began driving toward the warriors, who jumped up 
their people in stopping illegal development in and grabbed rocks. "We're not going to stand for 
Brantford. it. Anyone caught doing these things here will be 

July 7: One hundred fifty native people went on made an example of," said one warrior, 
a mobile protest, shutting down four development July 18: Six Nations warriors set up a large teepee 
sites across the city of Brantford, including ones be- outside of the (not so) soon to be completed Hamp- 
ing developed by Ireland's Kingspan Group. They ton Inn. The warriors let the construction workers 
started by shutting down "Birkett Lane," where 120 finish their work for the day, but told them they 
houses were to be built on previously undeveloped wouldn't be able to continue working. "They were 
land. Then they shut down two more sprawling de- told by our chiefs a week and a half ago to stop, 
velopments, before moving on to a "future" Hamp- and yet they continue to build." Rumors have 
ton Inn, telling the construction workers to "have spread, saying that Kingspan may rethink building 
a nice day off!" Hampton Inn is one of 10 hotel in Brantford if the protests persist past July 21. 
chains owned by the Hilton Hotels Corporation. August 5: At about 7 a.m., more than 30 people 
This protest marked the first time that the con- from Six Nations visited a $500-million commer- 
federacy chiefs have publicly stood with their cial and industrial King and Benton development 
people to stop colonial land grabs. Several clan site in Brantford. More than 50 workers were sent 
mothers and one elected band council member home for the day, with pay. Haudenosaunee said 
were a part of the protest, as well. Both Kingspan they will see that the company president keeps his 
and the Hampton Inn were chosen because they word that no work will continue while the land 
were instrumental in pushing through an injunc- claim is unsettled. 

tion to stop protests by natives within Brantford The gathering then continued to the Hampton 
city limits — initiating a still-pending request to call Inn site, where workers were told that the property 
on the army to suppress this popular movement. owner had two days to talk to the Six Nations or 
July 11: To commemorate the anniversary of work would be shut down. No workers were pres- 
the July 11, 1990, "Oka Crisis," five Six Nations ent when the Kingspan development was visited 
people went to the "future" site of Kingspan's new moments later. 

$4-billion Klanadian headquarters and insulation The Six Nations community intends on continu- 
plant. They arrived early in the morning, before ing to stop all development in Brantford, and this 
the construction workers. They told the workers situation is only gaining momentum. All that can 
there was no more work there, "and set up an oc- be said for sure is that Brantford and all other cities 
cupation of the area. within Haudenosaunee/Six Nations land can ex- 

July 14: At around 8 a.m., Brantford city pigs and pect more resistance, 
the OPP tried to enter the Kingspan construction There have been, all forms of resistance, includ- 
site and escort concrete trucks into the area. War- ing pickets and information sessions, in direct 
riors on the site refused to let the cops pass. The solidarity with Six Nations and Tyendinaga and 
police told one man to move, before attacking against this colonial state. The following is from 
him. He fought back, hitting the cop with mul- the communique of an action done in solidarity 
tiple punches. Later, the pigs tried to move the with Six Nations: 

trucks in again. Warriors, both men and women, "On the night of Monday, July 14, east of the 
converged on the group of pigs. After a scuffle, the Abbotsford-Mission Bridge (near Vancouver), thick 
pigs caught one man. copper wire was placed across the train tracks, 

Soon after, the OPP gathered in cruisers on High- connecting two rails to mimic a blockage and 
way 403, surrounding the site. The cops lay down hopefully disrupt train traffic for hours. This is a 
spike strips to prevent the reserve from getting sup- strategic place because it is a bottle-neck of three 
port to the site. They brought in ambulances and po- major train lines. 

lice wagons, expecting a fight. The situation calmed, "We disrupted the tracks because they are, along 
however. By the late afternoon, the police had re- with highways, the main arteries of the economy, 
moved most of their cars, and the site was back to its transporting the building blocks of development, 
regular level of heightened surveillance. Later that In 'British Columbia,' we are seeing rapid develop- 
night, in Coast Salish Territory (Vancouver, British ment build the projects of the rich, ushered along 

by the investment craze of the 2010 Olympics. 

"We did this in solidarity with those whose 



struggle poses a credible threat to the stability of 
the Canadian state. If our solidarity is expansive, 
disruptive and targeted, we can further our own 
fight for freedom while strengthening others." 

For more information, visit www. 
mohawknationnews.com; www.confrontation. 
wordpress.com; www.reclamationinfo.com; or 
www.friendsofgrassynarrows.com. 


There are more than 800 native 
land claims pending in Canada. 
The time it will take to resolve 
these is expected to be more than 
200 years. Creating the political 
will for a just and timely resolution 
will take your help. Real solidarity 
means shouldering some of the 
burden of struggle. At a time when 
money is more powerful than 
justice, governments need financial 
(dis)incentives to live up to their 
own laws. 

-Railway Ties Collective 


actions 

AGAINST 

1-69 

continued from page 16 
July 28, Washington, DC: 
Resistance to the construc- 
tion of 1-69 continued nation- 
ally as nearly 100 people took 
over K Street in Washington, 
DC, to demonstrate their op- 
position to the road. Students 
for a Democratic Society, Po- 
tomac EF! and others danced 
in the streets, handed out 
hundreds of fliers and stick- 
ers, and held corporations 
publicly accountable for their 
complicity in 1-69 and the 
free-trade agreement, Plan 
Puebla Panama. Distracting 
the police with their funky 
dance moves, the crowd was 
able to - storm the Cato In- 
stitute — a right-wing think 
tank responsible for forcing 
neoliberal ideology down the 
throats of communities across 
the world — and leave their 
pristine glass doors plastered 
with anti-I-69 stickers. 

The rowdy crowd continued 
to the offices of HNTB, a plan- 
ning firm involved with 1-69, 
but were limited to blocking 
traffic and chanting by a line 
of riot police protecting their 
corporate bosses. The group 
finally danced its way down 
to the Washington Post, hold- 
ing the corporate apologist 
responsible for uncritically 
supporting neoliberal poli- 
cies and free trade agreements 
throughout the Americas. The 
crowd almost obtained en- 
trance to the newspaper's of- 
fices, distracting those inside 
and disrupting work, but were 
forced down the stairs by an- 
other line of riot police. 

The action forced hundreds 
of people to stop in their 
tracks (literally, as traffic was 
stopped by a dancing recla- 
mation of the streets), open 
their eyes and learn about I- 
69. It also served as a remind- 
er to those responsible for 
1-69: We know where you are. 
We will continue to visit you 
wherever you hide. All that: 
protects you are thin glass 
doors and a line of riot police. 
Capitalism may be globalized, 
but so is resistance. 

July 28, Santa Cruz, Califor- 
nia: Activists dropped a ban- 
ner over Highway 1, reading, 
"Solidarity! No 1-69!" 

Wherever capitalists maneu- 
ver to increase their wealth 
and power, we find a target for 
our anger. 1-69, the NAFTA su- 
perhighway, is nothing more 
than a channel for the flow of 
profit from the backs of work- 
ing people to the pockets of 
the rich. 

For more information, visit 
stopi69 .wordpress.com. Decen- 
tralized action agaipst 1-69 is 
encouraged. Check out the 
"those responsible" section of 
the website for target ideas. 
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Clear as cut glass 

& just as dangerous 


Thirty years ago 

that spot was like a mother to me. 
Simply 

like my best friend's mother. 

Twenty years ago 
it was my own mother. 

Absurd, but 

I used to shout to her 

"Mother," 

when I felt helpless: 

"Mother!" 

Today 

factories ha killed my mother. 
Now, 

there is no mother 
to greet you, sun and moon. 

And since I am motherless, 

I am without dreams, no matter 
how long l sleep. 

For millennia now, sand 

has been announcing the end of 

the world. 

Who has understood? 

Those grains of sand 

were once mother of every man 

and beast. 

— Ko Un, translated from Korean 
by Brother Anthony of Taize, 
Young-moo Kim and Gary Gach 
Translators' note: Yong'il Bay is on 
the east coast of Korea. It shelters 
P'ohang, which, in recent decades, 
has become home to one of the 
largest iron and steel foundries in 
the world, polluting what was pre- 
viously a site famed for its natural 
beauty and the purity of its waters 


Hoping to forget the misfit in your spectrum. 
A rainbow sprang over you, but 
1 was the brown in it. 




I am tiny fragments of light 
on your glistening surface 
I am moist smell 
smoothness of rock 
- - , I am the few remaining salmon 
unslaughtered and free 
their gills opening and closing 
with living breath 
their cold transparent skin 
I am the willows 
bending and bowing 
dipping their feathery branches 
their roots drinking deeply 
from muddy soil 
1 am the deer that come at dawn 
and dip their silken muzzles 
drinking deeply of your cold fresh water 
I am the moon whose long milky trail 
swirls in your black current 
1 am the first wild flowers 
tiny and delicate 

the blue gray shadows where their 
petals meet 

—Jean Varda 


Met you 

On a Vancouver Island ridge 
Above the creek that bears your name 

As the final thunderclaps 
And flashes of a Summer storm 
Faded off toward the Pacific. 

We stopped, stared at each other. 

You rose tall, long claws crossed 
Over your chest, head backtilted, 

Nose in the air, weaving and testing, 

Sorting out the tapestry of scent 
That meant home to you: 

Huckleberry. Unearthed camas bulb. 

Rainwet manzanita. Mountain hemlock. 
Rewarming rock. Stonecrop. Scat. 

Then: 

Yes. It's me, bear, 

Alien biped in these hills, bringing 
Bright berries of death, 

Poisoned roots that shoot, 

Sharp tools that grew in cities — 

Never here. 

Snorting, you recognized me, 

Dropped back to all fours 

And moved off downslope as the sun came out, 



— Richard Arnold 

m 


It was one of those mornings when my feet seemed unaware of each other and I walked 
slowly up a canyon wash to avoid tripping. It was warmish at dawn, but the sun 
wouldn't quite come out, having missed a number of good chances, or so I thought 
studying the antic clouds that were behaving as sloppily as the government. I was look- 
ing for a wildflower, the penstemon, but stopped at a rock pool in a miniature marsh see- 
ing a Mojave rattlesnake curled up in the cup of a low-slung boulder. Since this snake can 
kill a cow or horse I detoured through a dense thicket then glimpsed the small opening 
of a side canyon I had not noticed in my 1 7 years of living down the road. How could 
1 have missed it, except that it's my habit to miss a great deal? And then the sun came 
out and frightened me as if I had stumbled onto a well hidden house of the gods, roof- 
less and only a hundred feet long, backed by a sheer wall of stone. I smelled the tell-tale 
urine of a mountain lion, but no cave was visible until I looked up at a passing Mexican 
jay that shrieked the usual warning. We move from fear to fear. I knew the lion would 
be hiding there in the daytime more surely than I had seen the snake. They weren't 
guardians. This is where they lived. These small rock cathedrals are spread around the 
landscape in hundreds of variations but this one had the rawness of the unseen, giving 
me an edge of discomfort rarely felt in nature except in Ecuador and the Yucatan, where 
I had appeared as a permanent stranger. I sat down with my back tight against a sheer 
wall, thinking that the small cave entrance I faced by craning my neck must be the home 
of the old female lion seen around here not infrequently, and that she could only enter 
from a crevasse at the top, downward into her cave. This is nature without us. This is 
someone's home where I don.'t belong. 


send poems to 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501 

Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 


— Jim Harrison, 

from the forthcoming book, In Search of Small Gods, Copper Canyon Press 
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artwork by B.K. 



A Closer Look at Two Snitches 


Frank Ambrose Ian Wallace (see page 3) and has possibly been sentenced 

Indicted on arson and conspiracy counts Bom and raised in Eau Claire, Wisconsin, recently to three to five years in prison for an 
relating to an action in Michigan, Frank Ian Wallace was active with Big Woods Earth unknown crime in Michigan — though this 
Ambrose has accepted a plea bargain that First! and the Live Wild or Die collective in has not been confirmed. As of press time, 
involves full cooperation with the govern- Minneapolis from 1999-2002. During this there is no known list of actions that Wal- 
ment. He has admitted his involvement in time, he was involved in many civil disobe- lace is giving information on * 
numerous other Earth Liberation Front (ELF) dience actions against Home Depot. Until his For more information (or to report useful 
actions throughout the Midwest, government cooper- information) on Wallace's cooperation, visit 

and has provided the names of j~ , , , ation began, Wallace www.midwestgreenscare.org. 

many activists to the government. had been pursuing If you have been visited by law enforcement 

Ambrose has been traveling a graduate degree in in relation to these investigations, please get 

around the country — both to an •fr « physical anthropol- ahold of the National Lawyers Guild as soon as 

EF! gathering in Florida (where f W ogy at Stony Brook possible by calling (888) NLG-ECOLAW. There 

he offered and paid for the airfare University in upstate are activists and lawyers at this number who 

of other people) and to the West New York. are more than willing to help you. You should 

Coast — following the April 10, During Daniel Me- also send an email to Midwest Green Scare at 

2007, raid on his residence. He is i . — I Gowan's June 2007 fightthegreenscareC4>riseup.net. Remember, never 

suspected to have begun cooperat- Ian Wallace sentencing, it was speak to law enforcement. You are only endanger- 
ing with the FBI shortly after that raid. He stated in open court by McGowan's prosecu- ing yourself and others. Always consult with a 

has produced countless audio tapes for the tor that Wallace is cooperating with an on- knowledgeable and experienced attorney. 


government, including recordings of a large 
portion of the 2008 EF! Organizers' Confer- 
ence in Florida. If you have ever had any as- 
sociation with Ambrose, you should assume 
that any knowledge he has about you and 
your activities has been given to the feds. 

For detailed evidence of Ambrose's co- 
operation, visit www.ecoprisoners.org/ 
ambrose.htm. 


going investigation into ELF actions in the 
Midwest (along with Green Scare snitches 
Kevin Tubbs and Stanislas Meyerhoff). This 
information has since been confirmed. Indi- 
viduals were also subpoenaed to a cancelled 
grand jury in September 2007 based upon 
Wallace's accusations. In addition, Wallace 
is assumed to be the original informant in 
the Rhinelander, Wisconsin, action in 2000 



Among the actions that Frank Ambrose is known to be cooperating with the FBI on are: 

•August 7, 1999; Escanaba, Michigan; arson of two power boats; $9,436 loss 
•August 22, 1999; Bloomington, Indiana; arson at Deer Park construction site; $95,000 loss 

•November 2, 1999; Bloomington; vandalism of logging equipment; $55,000 loss Frank Ambrose 

•December 31, 1999; East Lansing, Michigan; arson of genetic research building at Michigan State University; $3.7 million loss 
•January 23, 2000; Bloomington; arson at Sterling Woods Development; $200,000 loss 
•April 30, 2000; Bloomington; vandalism of Crider & Crider Equipment; $75,000 loss 
•June 26, 2000; Bloomington; tree-spiking in Morgan-Monroe State Park; $5,500 loss ■■ ||T«# 

•June 26, 2000; Bloomington; tree-spiking in Yellowwood State Forest; $1,600 loss S' Ik II WMk 

•July 2, 2000; North Vernon, Indiana; arson and vandalism at Rose Acre Farm; $100,000 loss / II jfel 

•October 18, 2000; Shoals, Indiana; vandalism at Martin State Park; $55,000 loss l | 

•March 21, 2003; Superior Township, Michigan; arson at Mystic Forest; $1 million loss 

•June 4, 2003; Macomb County, Michigan; arson at Willow Ridge; $1 million loss ' 


( M 


FBI Wants Scoop on Vegan Potlucks, 

r & Too 6 ad! 


Following is a statement from a 
person known to Earth Warriors are 
OK! (EWOK!, formerly the Twin 
Cities Eco-Prisoner Support Commit- 
tee). This person was approached by 
the local joint Terrorism Task Force 
and offered the possibility of being a 
paid informant. 

The individual has rejected the of- 
fer and now has a National Lawyer's 
Guild lawyer. His statement should 
both inspire us for his refusal to coop- 
erate and remind us that he is prob- 
ably not the only person solicited by 
the government in such a way. Un- 
fortunately, we have to assume that 
some people will cooperate. 

As I was biking back from court, 
my phone rang. I let it go to the 
answering machine and checked 
it when I was off my bike. It was 
the police officer who I talked to 
about my graffiti. The message 
said something like, "This isn't 
graffiti related, but I need your 
help with something. You're not 
in trouble; give me a call." 

I gave him a call. He said some- 
thing like this: "I'd like to meet with 
you today. It's not about graffiti." 

"I'm not going to rat anyone 
out. What do you want?" I don't 
really know why I said that. I 
was nervous, I suppose. 

"Twenty minutes of your time. 
Where do you want to meet?" 

"I don't know, Erik, where do 
you want to meet? And can you 
tell me what this is about?" 

"I'll explain it when we meet. 
How about Espresso Expose?" 

"Sure." 

"When's good?" 

"How about 12:30?" 

At this point, I was antsy and 
confused. I got there 15 minutes 


early. He came a bit late. He said, 
"This is my partner," referring 
to a woman next to him. They 
both got coffee, leaving me in my 
shaky, dumbfounded mental state 
even longer. When we sat down, 
she flashed an FBI badge. Seeing 
my nerves, they reassured me 
that I was safe and not guilty of 
anything. Then, for 20 minutes, 
they flattered me about how my 
personality and appearance were 
perfect matches for what was re- 
quired in some espionage dealio. 
They wanted me to crash vegan 
potluck parties and get into the 
inner circle of terrorists, because 
supposedly terrorists are trust- 
ing and I'm "trusting, easygoing 
and funny." Every time they said 
"vegan potluck," I chuckled — but 
their faces showed they weren't 
kidding. They said "vegan pot- 
luck" half a dozen times. They re- 
ally feared vegans and their violent 
conspiracies to blow up buildings 
in protest against the Republican 
National Convention. 

So, after 20 minutes of bewil- 
dering suck-ups, they asked me 
if I was in. They said there'd be 
compensation if I assisted in 
someone's arrest. 

I said, "Umm, I'll pass." 

She said, "That was the fast- 
est anyone has ever rejected 
me." Then she tried for 10 more 
minutes to get me to change my 
mind, before saying, "Really, 
think about it. We could really 
use you." Then, she gave me a 
business card. On the back, she 
wrote her cell phone number. 

I said, "You have very legible 
handwriting," and they both had 
themselves a hearty laugh. 


"Call if you change your mind. 
Don't tell any of your friends 
about this and don't show any- 
one this card." We said our good- 
byes and 1 haven't heard from 
either of them since. _, 

Here's the information from 
their business cards: 

University of Minnesota Police 
Twin Cities Campus 
Erik Swanson 

Police Sergeant, Investigations 
Joint Terrorism Task Force 
UMPD 

511 Washington Ave, SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 
Internet: www.umn.edu/police 
E-mail: swans078@umn.edu 
Office: (612) 624-9560 
Cell: (612) 290-4688 
Fax: (612) 626-0534 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Maureen E. Mazzola 
Special Agent 

111 Washington Ave, South 
Suite 1100 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
Telephone: (612) 376-3200. 

Fax: (612) 376-3444 
Cell: (612) 490-7447 (written 
very legibly on the back) 

If you are approached by law en- 
forcement, you do not have to talk to 
them. If you are in the Twin Cities 
area and you need jail or legal sup- 
port, call the Cold Snap Hotline, 
(651) 356-8635. If you are arrested 
or subpoenaed for offenses' related to 
environmental or animal activism, 
call the National Lawyers' Guild Eco- 
law Hotline, (888) NLG-ECOL. For 
more information, contact EWOK!, 
fghtthegreenscare@riseup.net. 


Yet' More Green 
Scare Arrests 

continued from page 3 

With Christianson and Ell- 
ringer both pleading not guilty, 
the government account of what 
happened should be taken with 
a grain of salt for now. How- 
ever, we want to include it to 
help readers make sense of what 
Christianson, Ellringer and Ri- 
vera are facing. The government 
alleges that this group planned 
the action in Rhinelander while 
at the Round River Rendezvous 
in Tennessee a few weeks prior, 
deciding to act in conjunction 
with protests against the Inter- 
national Society of Animal Ge- 
neticists (ISAG), which occurred 
in late July in Minneapolis, Min- 
nesota. In the government's 
story, Christianson, Wallace and 
McGowan obtained the supplies 
and did most of the planning, 
while keeping in touch with Ri- 
vera and recruiting Ellringer to 
be the driver. The indictment 
says Christianson, Wallace, Mc- 
Gowan and Rivera drove straight 
from the ISAG protests to Eau 
Claire, where they picked up Ell- 
ringer, who drove the four to the 
Rhinelander facility, dropping 
the others off after midnight to 
do their deeds. Again, it's impor- 
tant to remember that this is the 
government's account, which 
may or may not resemble any- 
thing that actually happened. 

For more information, visit 
www.midwestgreenscare.org. Be 
sure to check out the Earth War- 
riors are OK! (EWOK!) zine they've 
compiled. It has lots of crucial, 
relevant information about how 
to nip any further Green Scare in- 
vestigations in the bud. 


Page 24 Earth First! Mahon 2008 



SILENCE NOW = FREEDOM MTEll 


Thoughts on How to Keep a Movement Together 

and Out of Prison 



BY DONNY 

Okay, here's the question: How do we get 
people to stop snitching? How can we ensure 
that each of us, as movement participants, 
will never cooperate with a government in- 
vestigation or give information that helps 
set back this movement? How can we trust 
that if we are ever being threatened with life 
behind bars, physical torture and abuse, or 
the suffering of our loved ones that we will 
stand strong and roll with the punches? 

Every movement has had its traitors. Many 
conquered or crushed movements were only 
undone because people they trusted coop- 
erated with enemies. Look at a movement 
that has seen better days, and you will find 
traitors that lurked in its midst — from in- 
digenous struggles worldwide to black and 
brown liberation movements to Earth First!. 

We all know examples of police and fed- 
eral agents assigning someone to infiltrate 
a group. Earth First! has seen our share of 
this — most recently with "Anna," the stu- 
dent working for the FBI to entrap Eric Mc- 
David and his one-time companertiPs. Many 
of us have played the old game, "Spot the 
Cop," at protests and gatherings. Infiltration 
is a problem, for sure. But this is not what I 
want to address right now. 

What is more worrisome to me is when 
somebody who is a trfisted activist and friend, 
and who has been through arduous cam- 
paigns and heart-wrenching struggles with 
us, turns informant. That is what we need 
to quash out. Now. The infiltrator can stick 
around and slowly start to earn our trust, but 
the security culture we teach ourselves tells 
us not to even mention the prospect of il- 
legal activities around people we don't thor- 
oughly trust and know. There are examples 
like the Arizona Five in 1989, where EFiers 
were busted by an undercover within their 
group, but if you look at the Green Scare, 
which has been chipping away at us since 
2005, almost every arrest can be directly at- 
tributed to somebody who was once very 
trusted and proven within their circles open- 
ing their mouth and handing their buddies 
over to the feds. 

Most of the Green Scare arrests are for 
actions that occurred in the late 1990s or 
early 2000s. The majority of the people ac- 
tive then are no longer active in the same 
context today. Maybe they are married. 
Maybe they have families. Maybe they 
even have (gasp!) careers. This isn't to say 
that any of this specifically describes any 
individual who's been targeted for repres- 
sion. Rather, these are things we need to 
consider when we're strategizing how to re- 
sist this repression. 

As I see it, this means at least two things: 
(1) People generally have more to lose by 
spending decades in jail now than when 
they were 23 years old and spending most 
of their nights at punk shows, drinking 40s 
and dreaming up their next target, and (2) 
much of the recent talk we've been doing 
within Earth First! and the radical environ- 
mental movement about staying silent and 
supporting each other through whatever 
tribulations may arise has not been reach- 
ing those no longer active within these 
circles. These are both seriously imposing 
issues to address. 

As far as people potentially having more 
to lose these days than when they were 
younger, i am not going to pretend that 
Earth First!, as a movement; is to help 
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pay their mortgage or the grocery bills or 
take their kids to school. I don't think that's 
realistic. But the more each of us, within our 
communities and groups of friends, talks 
and thinks about — plans for— supporting 
each other in case something like this hap- 
pens, the more we're likely to be ready to 
spring into action as soon as it becomes 
necessary. Maybe we're not going to get a 
check from Dave Foreman to help out with 
the dog food. But, if we share our needs 
with our friends (and, after arrests, support 
groups), then we can probably get some- 
body to pick up little Susie when school 
gets out. Maybe passing that time in prison 
can be just a little bit easier with that much 
less to worry about. 

Regarding reaching people who are no 
longer in our movements to let them know 
that they will be supported if they just keep 
quiet and honorable, I think we just have to 
do the best we can. It's certainly important 
for those of us who were active then to reach 
out to people we were close with to ensure 
there will be a -wall of silence, should the 
government try anything. Reaching out to 
each other is no basis for suspicion. Each of 
us, whether or not we've had some fun at 
night, should be emphasizing the need for 
mutual support and closed mouths. 

The feds have found success using wiretaps 
as old friends reconnect and share memories, 
but if we don't share any memories of sketchy 
events (because, of course, we were never there 
and would have no recollection anyway), then 
those wiretaps can't be used for much in inves- 
tigations or trials. 

This brings me to another 
point that is painfully ob 
vious, but still seems like 
it needs to be repeated: 

Don’t snitch. Don't say 
a damn thing. Don't tell 
them nothin'. Legally, 
you are required to give 
only your name to a 
cop. But, honestly, I don't 
know what charges you face 
if you refuse to give your name. 

Likely, they'll just hold you until 
they find out who you are, then 
slap you with a misdemeanor. 

Regardless, if they ask what 
you're doing right now, respond 
with silence. If they ask what 
you were doing the night of 
August 35, 2007, respond with 
silence. If they ask what your 
dog's name is, respond with si- 
lence. If they threaten you with 
everything in the book and you 
know they don't know anything, be- 
cause it's all untrue and you can easily 
prove it, you still need to respond with 
silence. If you're innocent, let the lawyer 
you’re now going to hire sort it out in court. 
With any question they may ask you, it is so 
important to respond with silence. 

It can be tempting to try to talk your way 
out of an encounter, but investigators are 
trained to be able to out-maneuver you. Si- 
lence is never incriminating, no matter what 
they may tell you. If you didn't do anything, 
it’s not going to help if you tell them so be- 
fore you say those four words, "Not guilty, 
your honor." If you did do something, it's 
certainly not going to help you any by open- 
ing your mouth. They may arrest you, charge 
you with contempt, threaten 3,745 years in 
prison and promise to kill your cat. Roll 



where the punches may take you and you'll 
likely be pleasantly surprised by how hollow 
their threats can be. I don't want to say that 
living through this is not tough or scary or 
that it's something to take lightly. But it’s 
important that our only strategy is to stay si- 
lent and take what's coming. 

No arrests associated with the Green Scare 
have been made until someone cooperated 
with the government. If we collectively make 
a promise to ourselves and each other to 
stay silent, to not cooperate and to support 
each other as best we can, then the govern- 
ment has already sentenced the last activist 
to prison for crimes related to activities to 
defend the Earth. It's that simple. If govern- 
ment investigations keep finding dead ends 
(people who refuse to give any information), 
they will stop bothering that community. 
It'd be fruitless to continue. 

Like the "Ask an EF! Lawyer" column said 
in the last issue of the Earth First! Journal 
when talking about staying silent during a 
grand jury, "Your lawyer could argue that • 
the coercive effect of imprisonment does not 
work on you, so it is silly to continue holding 
you. If the judge were to agree, you would 
go free and your grand jury ordeal would be 
over (probably for life, because your strength 
this time will be proof to a future grand jury 
that prison can't make you squeal)" (see EE!] 
July- August 2008). 

So, let's spread this far and wide. Let's make 
a commitment right now to ourselves and 
each other that we will not say anything to 
investigators (or old friends with suddenly 
active memories) and that we will support 
those of us who have been and will be 
rounded up in these witch hunts as 
best we can. Let's make this promise 
and hold true to it. I know this is so- 
much easier to commit to now than 
when it's happening to us. That can't 
be emphasized enough. I've never 
faced imprison- 
ment for the 
rest of my 
life. Still, 
we need 

a way £) 


What can we 
do to help 
each other fed 
strong and not 
even consider 
cooperatitsgto 
be an option? 




stop 

this trend 

of cooperation. If we 
steel ourselves and imag- 
ine now what it might be 
like to lose the chance 
to watch sunsets with 
our loved ones (as we 
gain the respect and 
gratitude of a move- 
ment fighting for the 
life and well-being 
of the Earth), then it 
might be that much 
easier to face that 
agent knocking on 
the door — and not say 
a damn thing! 

Donny lives for sing- 
ing Manowar's "Brothers 
£ of Metal" at the top of his 
| lungs, but he refuses to give 
cops the chance for a 
sing-along. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

Support Them! 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and 
prisoner support groups worldwide. Regulations for mail sent to prisoners vary ac- 
cording to individual prisons. Before sending monetary donations, stamps, books or 
packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. Assume that the authorities read 
everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial or sentencing, 
it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although some pris- 
oners are listed together, they must be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain 
a discounted subscription to the EF! Journal by sending a book of 10 42c stamps 
to POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. Individuals who want to sponsor a prisoner's 
subscription should send $20 to the same address. 


Prisoner and Legal 
Updates 

••Dan Amos, VN7818, 
HMP Exeter, 30 New 
North Rd, Exeter, EX4 
4EX, UK. Plead guilty 
on July 30 for conspiracy 
to blackmail people linked 
to Huntingdon Life Sci- 
ences (HLS). Amos will not 
be sentenced until the con- 
clusion the trial of 12 co- 
defendants who plead not 
guilty to the same charges. 
That trial is scheduled to be- 
gin September 29 and may 
last as long as six months. 
•Tre Arrow, 70936-065, 
FCI Sheridan, POB 5000, 
Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. 
Sentenced to 6.5 years on 
August 12 for two counts 
of arson for burning log- 
ging trucks, and a sand and 
gravel company's vehicles. 
Under a plea agreement. Ar- 
row will receive credit 
for time served since 
March 2004 in Canadian 
and US jails, leaving less 
than two years in 
his sentence. For 
more informa- 
tion, visit www. 
trearrow.org. 
•Gregg Avery, 
TA7450, HMP Win- 
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester, 
S022 5DF, UK. Plead guilty on July 30 for 
conspiracy to blackmail people linked to 
HLS. Avery will not be sentenced until the 
conclusion of the trial of 12 co-defendants 
who plead not guilty to the same charges. 
That trial is scheduled to begin September 
29 and may last as long as six months. For 
more information, visit www.myspace.com/ 
shacukprisonersupport. 

•Natasha Avery, NR8987, HMP Bronze- 
field, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, 
TW15 3JZ, UK. Plead guilty on July 30 for 
conspiracy to blackmail people linked to 
HLS. Avery will not be sentenced until the 
conclusion of the trial of 12 co-defendants 
who plead not guilty to the same charges. 
That trial is scheduled to begin September 
29 and may last as long as six months. For 
more information, visit www.myspace.com/ 
shacukprisonersupport. 

•Sacramento Delfino Cano Hernandez and 
Oscar Santa Maria Caro were released from 
jail after months awaiting trial on charges 
stemming from the popular resistance in 
Oaxaca. Santa Maria is a known member of 
Resistance Against Animal Torture. 

•Sean Kirtley, WC6977, HMP Stafford, 54 
Gaol Rd, Stafford, T16 3 AW, UK. Kirtley was 
moved to the above address. Serving 4.5 
years for organizing legal demonstrations 
against Sequani, an animal-testing compa- 
ny. For more information, visit supportsean. 
wordpress.com. 

•Bryan Lefey (aka Bryan Rivera), #38664- 
086, FDC SeaTac, POB 13900, Seattle, WA 
98198, USA. Awaiting trial on charges stem- 
ming from a 2000 attack on a Forest Service 


research facility in Wisconsin. For more in- 
formation, see page 3. 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, USP 
Marion, POB 1000, Marion, IL 62959, USA. 
Serving seven years for Earth Liberation 
Front (ELF) arsons at a lumber company and 
a hybrid poplar farm. McGowan’s sentence 
was paused while he served a week in July 
for contempt in relation to not cooperating 
with a grand jury. For more information, see 
page 3 or visit www.supportdaniel.org. 

•Christian Moser was granted bail on Au- 
gust 13. He awaits trial in Austria with his 
nine jailed co-defendants on charges of 
forming a criminal organization to commit 
direct action in defense of animals. 

• Olga Aleksandrovna Nevskaya, UU 163/5, 7 
Otryad, pos. Dzerzhinskiy, Mozhaysk 140090 
Moskovskaya oblast, Russia. Eco-activist serv- 
ing six years for arson, criminal damage and 
causing explosions in protest of the war in 
Chechnya. Due for release in 2009. 

•Heather Nicholson, VM4859, HMP Bronze- 
field, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, 
TW15 3JZ, UK. Plead not guilty on July 30 for 
conspiracy to blackmail people linked to HLS. 
Nicholson's trial is scheduled to begin Sep- 
tember 29. For more information, visit www. 
myspace.com/shacukprisonersupport. 

•Rev. Edward Pinkney #294671, 4533 In- 
dustrial Park Dr, Kincheloe, MI 49786-, USA. 
Pinkney was sentenced on June 26 to three 
to 10 years for "threatening" a judge in court 
by quoting The Bible. Pinkney has been the 
cornerstone of a campaign to prevent a re- 
sort from being built in a park in low-income 
Benton Harbor, Michigan. 

•Michael Sykes, #696693, 3855 Cooper St, 
Jackson, MI 49201, USA. Sentenced on August 
7 to four to 10 years for the arson of two new- 
ly constructed condominiums, trying to chop 
down an 80-foot utility pole and attempting 
to chisel through cement in his jail cell. The 
above address is believed to be temporary. 

•James Tucker, #218447, Minnesota Cor- 
rectional Facility Lino Lakes, 7525 4th Ave, 
Circle Pines, MN 55014. Will be released on 
October 7 after serving 3.6 years for the ELF 
arson of a construction site. 

•Briana Waters, #36432-086, FCI Danbury, 
Route 37, Danbury, CT 06811, USA. Waters 
was moved to the above address. Serving six 
years for the ELF arson of the University of 
Washington's Center for Urban Horticulture. 
Waters insists she was not involved. For more 
information, visit www.supportbriana.org. 

•Sarah Whitehead, VM7684, HMP Bronze- 
field, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, Middlesex, 
TW15 3JZ, UK. Sentenced on June 30 to 15 
months for burglary charges after rescuing an 
abused beagle from a dangerous home and 
nine additional months from a prior suspended 
sentence for rescuing more than 100 animals 
from a pet breeder who was later prosecuted 
for animal abuse. For more information, visit 
www.myspace.com/supportsarah. 

Awaiting Trial or Sentencing 

•Mumia Abu-Jamal, #AM8335, SCI Greene, 
175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg, PA 15370, 
USA. Awaiting resentencing to either life in 
prison or death. Abu-Jamal, a politically ac- 
tive journalist, was framed for the murder of 
a cop in 1981. For more information, visit 
www.freemumia.org. 


•Martin Balluch, Jurgen Faulmann, Felix 
Hnat and Elmar Volkl, c/o Justizanstalt Wr 
Neustadt, Maximiliang 3, 2700 Wr Neustadt, 
Austria. Awaiting trial as four of 10 Austrian 
aboveground animal rights activists arrested 
and charged with forming a criminal organi- 
zation to commit direct action. 

•Vaggelis Botzatzis, Dikastikes Fylakes 
Komotinis, TK 69100, Greece. Awaiting 
trial for the alleged arson of a bank, a car 
dealership and two cars owned by an en- 
ergy company. 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP Wood- 
hill, Tattenhoe St, Milton Keynes, Bucking- 
hamshire, MK4 4DA, UK. Awaiting trial for 
conspiracy to blackmail and possession of 
explosives in connection with the campaign 
against Oxford University's primate lab. For 
more information, visit www.myspace.com/ 
supportmel. 

•Daniele Casalini, Casa Circondariale, Via 
Burla 59, 43100-Parma PR, Italy. Awaiting 
trial for allegedly using explosives to dam- 
age power lines. Casalini is a member of II 
Silvestre, an Italian eco-anarchist group and 
frequent target of state repression. 

• Christoph, Jan, Kevin Kroemmer, Leo 
and Sabine, c/o Antirep 2008, Postfach 101, 
1070 Vienna, Austria. Awaiting trial as five 
of 10 Austrian aboveground animal rights 
activists arrested and charged with forming 
a criminal organization to commit direct ac- 
tion. Some have intentionally withheld their 
last names. 

•Francesco Gioia, CC Sollicciano, Via 
Girolamo Minervini 2/R, 50142-Firenze 
Sollicciano FI, Italy. Awaiting trial for alleg- 
edly using explosives to damage power lines. 
Gioia is a member of II Silvestre. 

•Paola Gori, Via delle Macchie 9, 57124- 
Livorno LI, Italy. Awaiting trial for alleged 
subversive conspiracy to rob a post office. 
Gori is a member of II Silvestre. 

•Marie Mason is under house arrest while 
awaiting trial for alleged involvement in a 
series of ELF actions against genetic engi- 
neering and development. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.freemarie.org. 

Animal Liberation 

•Jon Ablewhite, TB4885, and Ker- 
ry Whitburn, TB4886, HMP Lowdham 
Grange, Lowdham, Nottingham, NG14 
7DA, UK. Serving 12 years for conspiracy 
to blackmail a supplier of guinea pigs for 
vivisection. 

•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI Victorville 
Medium I, POB 5300, Adelanto, CA 92301, 
USA. Serving four years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with Stop Hunting- 
don Animal Cruelty (SHAC). For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supportjake.org. 

•Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP 
Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, Newport, Isle of 
Wight, PO30 5NX, UK. Serving an "indefi- 
nite sentence" of at least six years — with 
no fixed release date or upper limit — for 
arson against targets linked to the vivisec- 
tion industry. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-011, FCI Danbury, 
Rte 37, Danbury, CT 06811, USA. Serving 4.5 
years for conspiracy charges stemming from 
her work with SHAC. For more information, 
visit www.supportlauren.com. 

•Sarah Gisborne, LT5393, HMP Down- 
view, Sutton Ln, Sutton, Surrey, SM2 5 PD, 
UK. Serving 5.5 years for conspiracy to 
damage vehicles owned by people linked 
to HLS. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI Sheridan, 
POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Serving 
three years for conspiracy charges stemming 
from iris work with SHAC For more infor- 
mation, visit www.joshharper.org. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, 
FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, MN 
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by Stu Sugarman 

Dear Earth First! Lawyer, 

There’s a lot of discussion about 
grand juries and how to fight 
them, but not so much about 
depositions. I want to know how 
the two procedures are differtnt, 
how they’re the same and how to 
fight depositions. 

— Intending to be Silent 

Dear Silent, 

Depositions, like grand juries, 
are designed to force people to 
speak. Grand juries are arranged 
only by the government in crimi- 
nal court to investigate criminal 
activity, while depositions are 
arranged by a private party (or 
sometimes the government) for 
use in civil court, where someone 
is suing someone else for money. 
In civil cases, no one is accused 
of criminal wrongdoing. 

The Fifth Amendment (the 
right not to incriminate your- 
self) only applies where a per- 
son might expose themselves 
to criminal prosecution if they 
were to testify. This is much 
more likely to occur in a grand 
jury setting than in a deposi- 
tion setting, although it could 
happen in either. In the last is- 
sue of the EF! Journal, I outlined 
the basics of a grand jury pro- 
cess in which one invokes their 
right to remain silent (see EF!] 
July-August 2008). 

Depositions are different from 
grand juries in a very important 
way. In depositions, the people 
asking you questions are not 
likely to be from the govern- 
ment but from businesses or 
other private interests. Thus, 
the people pressuring you to 
talk would have no ability to 


offer you immunity from crimi- 
nal prosecution in exchange for 
your testimony. Therefore, if 
there is even a small chance that 
you might incriminate yourself 
if you speak at all during your 
deposition, "taking the Fifth" 
might be the end of the inter- 
rogation entirely. 

In most civil cases, however, 
there is just no chance that the 
deposition witness would incrimi- 
nate herself by answering a ques- 
tion. For example, pretend that 
you were asked, "Did you witness 
the car accident on that day?" 
Your answer, "Yes," would not in- 
criminate you unless being in that 
location would be an admission 
of a crime you had committed. If 
you had a right to be where the 
car accident occurred, then none 
of the details of the car accident 
would incriminate you either. 
Thus, pleading the Fifth would 
not work and you would have to 
answer the questions under oath. 

Let's now discuss what would 
happen in that minority of cases 
where you actually would be in 
danger of providing evidence 
against yourself if you spoke, and 
where the party deposing you is 
the government. It is conceiv- 
able that the government could 
file a Strategic Lawsuit Against 
Public Participation (SLAPP suit) 
against you or someone else, and 
question you in a deposition 
about that case. I believe that 
the government's civil lawyers 
would not be as familiar with 
the Fifth Amendment as the 
government's criminal lawyers. 
The federal government always 
has lawyers that specialize in a 
small area of either civil or crimi- 
nal law. The state governments 
in big cities are the same way, 


though rural areas might have a 
District Attorney who also does 
civil work for the government. 
You can use this to your advan- 
tage by taking the Fifth. If the 
lawyer doesn't know what to do, 
that will be the end of that. 

Another rare scenario would 
be when the government civil 
lawyer does know how to re- 
spond to your Fifth Amendment 
claim. In such a case, it may be 
that the civil lawyer would be un- 
able to convince the government 
criminal lawyers to impose im- 
munity on you (since the gov- 
ernment criminal lawyers don't 
know the government civil law- 
yer, why would they do anything 
for them?). In that scenario, you 
walk away as well, because with- 
out the imposition of immunity, 
the government will not be able 
to force you to talk. 

That leaves us with the rarest of 
scenarios: where the government 
is suing you or someone else for 
money. They've subpoenaed you 
to a deposition and you make 
a good faith Fifth Amendment 
claim against self-incrimination 
and refuse to testify. The govern- 
ment lawyer knows how to han- 
dle that response and is able to 
impose immunity on you. Let's 
assume that the judge also knows 
this area of law — a big assump- 
tion, because this so rarely comes 
up in state court. 

Say you are asked about a 
roadblock where the govern- 
ment lost a forest destruction 
contract that would have paid 
it $10,000 for the clearcutting 
of 1,000 acres of old growth 
forest. Because of your or your 
friends' alleged actions, the gov- 
ernment lost the ability to make 
that money and now the forest 


still stands completely undis- 
turbed, the butterflies and birds 
and beavers are all happy, but 
the government wants $10,000 
from you to pay for the "dam- 
age" you've caused. 

If you take the Fifth and re- 
fuse to testify, the government 
lawyer would file a motion (a 
request) with the court to have 
you found in contempt of court 
because you did not testify after 
you had immunity. Then, you 
and your lawyer would go to 
court and explain that the Fifth 
Amendment protects you. The 
judge would threaten you with 
contempt if you don't testify, and 
you would return to the deposi- 
tion and face questioning again. 
If you don't answer, you would 
return to the judge where you 
would expect to find yourself in 
civil contempt and be incarcer- 
ated until you do testify, or until 
you prove to the court that the 
incarceration is having no effect 
on you. In this case, there would 
be no grand jury term expiring, 
so you could theoretically be in- 
carcerated forever. 

You could also be charged 
with criminal contempt and 
serve a certain period of time if 
the court were convinced you'd 
never speak. Notice that this 
procedure is precisely the same 
as I discussed in the last issue of 
EF! Journal about grand juries. 

To sum up, if the deposition 
questions might put you at risk of 
criminal trouble, don't hesitate to 
take the Fifth. My bet is that would 
be the end of it in a deposition. 

Do you have a legal ques- 
tion? Contact Stu Sugarman, 
quixote516@yahoo.com. Please 
write "Dear EF! Lawyer" in the 
subject line. 
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55072, USA. Serving six years for conspir- 
acy charges stemming from his work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit www. 
supportkevin.com . 

•Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, FCI 
Butner Medium II, POB 1500, Butner, NC 
27509, , USA. Serving three years for con- 
spiracy charges stemming from his work 
with SHAC. For more information, visit 
www.andystepanian.com. 

Ecodefense 

•Grant Barnes, #137563, San Carlos 
Correctional Facility, POB 3, Pueblo, CO 
81002, USA. Serving 12 years for the ELF 
arson of SUVs. 

•Nathan "Exile" Block, #3635^-086, 
FCI Lompoc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lompoc, CA 
93436, USA. Serving nearly eight years for 
ELF arsons at an SUV dealership and a hy- 
brid poplar farm. 

•Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, CH- 
8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serving 18 
years for using explosives to target nuclear 
facility power lines and for the alleged mur- 
der of a Swiss border guard. Camenisch reads 
French, German, Spanish and Italian fluently, 
as well as some English. 

•Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, Co- 
lumbia River Correctional Institution, 
9111 NE Sunderland Ave, Portland, OR 
97211, USA. Serving 10 years for arson at 
a car dealership and attempted arson of 
an oil truck. For more information, visit 
www.freefreenow.org. 

‘ ‘Erie McDavid, #16209-097, FCI Victor- 
ville Medium II, POB 5700, Adelanto, CA 
92301, USA. Serving 19.5 years for conspir- 
acy to destroy the US Forest Service's Insti- 
tute of Forest Genetics, a cell-phone tower 
and power plants. For more information, 
visit www.supporteric.org. 

•Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, FCI Phoenix, 
37910 N 45th Ave, Phoenix, A Z 85086, USA. 
Serving 4.25 years for the Animal Liberation 


Front/ELF arson of a horse slaughterhouse 
and meat-packing plant. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supportjonathan.org. 

•Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360-086, FCI 
Dublin, Camp Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th St, 
Dublin, CA 94568, USA. Serving nearly eight 
years for ELF arsons at an SUV dealership 
and a hybrid poplar farm. 

Indigenous Resistance 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck© Clan, 
#07909-051, USP Coleman I, POB 1033, 
Coleman, FL 33521, North America. Serv- 
ing 80 years for aggravated assault of fed- 
eral agents, escape and bank robbery. "Oso 
Blanco" funneled money that he stole from 
banks to the Zapatista Army of National 
Liberation in Mexico. 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP Lewis- 
burg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 17837, USA. 
Peltier, an AIM activist, is serving life in 
prison after being framed for the deaths of 
two FBI agents killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. For more information, visit 
www.freepeltier.org. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco-revolutionary 
group, were framed for the murder of a cop and 
sentenced to 30 years to 100 years each. Del- 
bert On Africa's parole hearing is scheduled 
for November. The others were denied parole 
this Spring. For more information, visit www. 
onamove.com. 

•Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Janet Hol- 
loway Africa, #006308, and Janine Phillips 
Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge Springs, 
451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 
16403, USA. 

•Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and 
Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, SCI Grater- 
ford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 19426, USA. 

•Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 
SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, PA 
17932, USA.' 


•William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, and 
Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, 

Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. 

Other Political Prisoners 

•Rodney Coronado, #03895-000, FCI El 
Reno, POB 1500, El Reno, OK 73036, USA. 

Serving one year for distribution of infor- 
mation related to the assembly of explo- 
sives and weapons of mass destruction. Be 
aware that the prison may punish Coro- 
nado for receiving radical materials in the 
mail. For more information,, visit www. 
supportrod.org. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 

WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 54, Van- 
dalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. Before receiv- 
ing a life sentence in the early 1990s for 
shooting a stalker in self-defense, Thomp- 
son was active in animal rights and envi- 
ronmental campaigns. 

• Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC Car- 
swell, Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, Ft. 

Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving nearly nine 
years for violating her parole by dump- 
ing a cup of red paint over the security 
apparatus of a federal court and making 
warnings ("threats") of weapons of mass 
destruction. In 2004, Woodson completed 
20 years for disarming a Minuteman II 
missile silo with a jackhammer, mailing 
warning letters with bullets inside to of- 
ficials, and robbing a bank and burning 
the money. 

Prisoner Support Groups 

•Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 
Network, elp4321@hotmail.com; www. 
spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 

•National Jericho Movement, POB 
1272, New York, NY 10013, USA; www. 
thejerichomovement.com. 

•North American Earth Liberation Prison- 
ers Support Network, naelpsn@mutualaid. 
org; www.ecoprisoners.org. 
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by Ben Pachano 

Not for Profit, by Marie Mason, Environmentally Sound 
Productions, 1999 (re-released 2008). 

I've never met Marie Mason, but I feel confident in say- 
ing that, if I had to pick~ajyorcLt6 describe her, "versatile" 
would be a safe hetTMarie is a well-known Earth Firstler 
who has worked since 1989 on a wide variety of campaigns 
(including, recently, the fights against water privatization 
in Michigan and 1-69 in Indiana), an organizer with the 
Industrial Workers of the World, a writer for Fifth Estate, a 
singer-songwriter and a mother of two. 

"Versatile" also describes Marie's 1999 album, Not for 
Profit, recently re-released as a benefit for her legal defense. 
For those who haven't heard, the feds have charged Marie 
with two Earth Liberation Front actions, based on the tes- 
timony of snitch Frank Ambrose, her ex-husband (see EF!J 
May-June 2008). She faces life in prison if convicted. 

Not for Profit is a short, sweet album, only 27 minutes 
long. However, in just eight songs, it manages to cover a 
significant breadth of the vast territory described by the 
term "folk music." Marie has a beautiful voice with su- 
perb vocal control. She is accompanied by longtime Earth 
Firstler Darryl Cherney and other talented musicians on 
acoustic and electric guitars (including dobro and pedal 
steel), keyboard, and bass. . 

Half of the songs on the album are Marie's, while the 
others are songs originally performed by male artists. For 
someone like me who had never heard any of Marie's mu- 
sic before, this made Not for Profit a nice mix of the new 
and the familiar. While I tend not to be a fan of covers, I 
loved the ones on this album — hearing them in a wom- 
an's voice, with Marie's own interpretations, almost made 
them into different songs. 



The overall tone of Not for Profit is bittersweet, and not 
only because of Marie's curreift situation. It starts out strong 
with Danny Dollinger's "The End of the World," a love song 
about finding solace from the honors of the world, and 
moves into Darryl Chemey's "Using You," a bluesy tune that 
aims to tell loggers what their bosses really think of them. 
The third track features the country sounds of Utah Phillips' 
"All Used Up," in which an elder looks back on her hard life, 
yearning for recognition and community. The fourth track is 
Marie's own "Take It Down," a song with a truly old-school 
EF! sound familiar to fans of Peg Millet or Joanne Rand. I 
probably don't need to tell you what this song is about. 

Next, Marie covers Dana Lyons' classic, "The Tree." It's 
a slow, melancholy tune in which an ancient tree narrates 
its life and death. In case you're wondering, this is not the 
version with the happy ending. 

For the last three tracks, Marie returns to her own com- 
positions. "Tiananmen Square," the only all-vocal song on 
the CD, is a haunting song about the Chinese people's de- 
fiance during the famous 1989 protests. The seventh track, 
"The RCP Song," provides an emotional break with an 
upbeat tune and some funny slams on the Revolutionary 
Communist Party, before leaving us with the title track, 
"Not for Profit." 

This last song truly sums up the feel of the album: The 
narrator sings about finding beauty and community in an 
oppressed, degraded urban landscape, while also calling 
for us to overthrow the powerful and build a new world 
for ourselves. The sound is very '60s, a mix of classic oldies 
and the era's political folk (a la Phil Ochs), adding a nos- 
talgic feel to this song of passionate yearning. 

The CD is only $7 in the US, $8 in Canada and Mexico, 
and $10 everywhere else. All the money goes to Marie's 
legal defense. If you're a fan of folk music at all, you owe 
it to yourself to order a copy today. To make that happen, 
send a check or money order made out to "Fifth Estate" to 
Fifth Estate, POB 201016, Femdale, MI 48220. 

Ben Pachano works with Root Force. \ 
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by Josh 

Twilight of the Machines, by John 
Zerzan, Feral House, 2008. 

John Zerzan's newest collection of 
essays is a disappointing one. Unlike 
his previous books — which balance 
a primitivist critique of civilization 
with topics as diverse as labor history 
and classical music — Twilight of the 
Machines almost completely rejects 
this fascinating variety for a series of 
redundant, muddled and ultimately 
boring essays on a limited selection of 
topics. A hit-or-completely-miss col- 
lection, the book does contain a few 
thought-provoking essays that are 
certain to become classics. 

Twilight is divided into two parts. 
"Part I: Origins of the Crisis" includes 
essays on the oppressive nature of 
symbolism and language, the emer- 
gence of warfare, the alienation of 
urban life and the impressive capabil- 
ities of our primitive ancestors. These 
are all topics that Zerzan has discussed 
at length in his previous books, and 
he offers few new insights here. 

One exception is "Patriarchy, Civi- 
lization and the Origins of Gender," 
which does an excellent job of merg- 
ing ecofeminism and radical gender 
theory with a primitivist analysis. As 
far as I know, this essay represents 
Zerzan's most substantial discussion 
of patriarchal domination and gender 
equality. It's a powerful antidote to the 
stereotype of hunting males and child- 
rearing females. Anyone interested in 
rewilding should pay close attention. 

In "The Iron Grip of Civilization: The 
Axial Age," Zerzan explores the emer- 
gence of new worldviews during the 
first millennium BCE. This is the lon- 
gest piece in the book, as well as one of 
the most engaging and original. Unfor- 
tunately, the essay also seems shallowly 
researched and poorly conceived, and 
its implications are troubling. 

Zerzan argues that the religions 
that emerged during the Axial 
Age — including Judaism and Bud- 
dhism — represent a severe departure 
from the authentic and unmediated 
primitive spiritualities that preceded 
them. According to Zerzan, these re- 
ligions traded direct experience of the 
natural world for false promises of 
transcendence (e.g., heaven and nir- 
vana) designed to maintain hierarchy, 
enslave nature and exert oppressive 
social control. Zerzan concludes by 
encouraging readers to reclaim their 
"authentic spirituality," although he 
does not suggest any ways to actually 
do this. Are Jews and Buddhists sup- 
posed to abandon their ancient tradi- 
tions in order to emulate surviving 
"primitive" peoples or white, secular 
anarchists? This strategy seems decid- 
edly inauthentic, if not subtly racist. 

The essay relies almost exclusively 
on sources (many of them decades 
old) that confirm Zerzan's narrow and 
cynical assessment. If he'd done more 
research, Zerzan might have discov- 
ered that the religious traditions he 
summarily rejects include numerous 
anti-authoritarian, utopian and nature- 
venerating strains. Moreover, Judaism 
and Buddhism (not to mention Hin- 
duism, Islam and Christianity) have 
preserved many beliefs and practices 
of the indigenous, Earth-based spiritu- 
alities that preceded them. Thus, each 
tradition offers its adherents means of 
discovering and reclaiming the ways 



in which their ancestors honored the 
Earth as sacred. It's a shame that Zer- 
zan refuses to see this. 

"Part II: The Crisis of Civilization" 
is even more redundant and tiresome 
than Part I. Most of the essays in this 
part simply repeat the same critique of 
postmodernism, which Zerzan plainly 
despises. Moreover, a few essays on 
unrelated topics quickly devolve into 
denunciations of postmodern think- 
ers. This obsessive animosity to post- 
modernism is particularly confusing 
since so much of Zerzan's own work 
draws heavily from postmodern cri- 
tiques of contemporary civilization 
and is written in the style of postmod- 
ern critical theory. 

The worst piece in the book is 
"Overman and Unabomber," a mean- 
dering, pointless comparison of 
Friedrich Nietzsche and Ted Kaczyns- 
ki that reads more like a grade-school 
compare/contrast paper than a philo- 
sophical essay. Possessing neither a 
substantial introduction nor any dis- 
cernable conclusion, it goes nowhere 
and says nothing. 

Fortunately, there are a couple of daz- 
zling gems. "Twilight of the Machines" 
and "Why Primitivism?" rank among 
Zerzan's most succinct and effective 
arguments for primitivism, combin- 
ing vivid and distressing catalogues 
of civilization's rapid degeneration, 
uncompromising assessments of the 
insufficiency of the mainstream left 
(including labor anarchism) and inspir- 
ing descriptions of the wild alternative. 
"Twilight of the Machines," in particu- 
lar, contains an astute and intriguing 
reflection on the spread of anarcho- 
primitivism in the wake of the 1999 
World Trade Organization protests — a 
particularly interesting discussion giv- 
en Zerzan's role (real or perceived) in 
building that very movement. 



Overall, Twilight of the Machines is 
a frustrating collection. Some of the 
essays should be considered required 
reading for all green anarchists, some 
will be enjoyed only by diehard Zer- 
zan fans, and some are frankly em- 
barrassing. Wait until the good ones 
are reprinted as zines. You'll be happy 
you did. 

Josh recently left the Journal's editorial 
collective after more than three years to 
gallantly learn some stuff at some non- 
primitive institution. So, we're going to 
get him back by changing his biography 
sentence. We'll miss Josh, his fecophilic 
humor and his amazing editing skills. 
We hope that he only reads books he ac- 
tually likes from now on. 





World Carfree Day 
September 22 • Worldwide 

Every September 22, people from around the World get together in 
streets, intersections and neighborhood blocks to remind the world 
that we don't have to accept our car-dominated society. 

2008 should be no different. 

We do not want just one day of celebration followed by a return 
to "normal" life. When people get out of their cars, they should stay 
out of their cars. It is up to us, our cities and our governments to 
help create permanent change to benefit pedestrians, cyclists and 
other people who do not drive cars. 

Let World Carfree Day be a showcase for just how our cities might 
look, feel and sound without cars... 365 days a year. 

As the climate heats up, World Carfree Day is the perfect time to 
take the heat off the planet, and put it on city planners and politi- 
cians to give priority to cycling, walking and public transport, in- 
stead of to the automobile. 

So, join in the celebrations! 

For more information, visit www.worldcarfree.net/wcfd. 

Critical Resistance Conference 
September 26-28 • Oakland, California 

In September 1998, thousands gathered in Berkeley, California, 
for a conference that founded Critical Resistance's movement to 
abolish the prison industrial complex. Each participant, with their 
own experiences of oppression and resistance, watched as diverse 
struggles were unified by humanity, hope and the shared vision of 
a different world. We witnessed a vision of a world with truly safe, 
healthy and whole communities; a world with unconditional ac- 
cess to self-determination and dignity for all; and, critically, a world 
without imprisonment, policing and other forms of punishment 
and control. 

To celebrate 10 years of Critical Resistance, thousands will con- 
verge once more for CR10, a 10th Anniversary Celebration and Strat- 
egy Session. 

We have seen only the beginning of what we can accomplish to- 
gether. CR10 promises to propel this momentum forward, with uni- 
ted, strategic force. Through workshops, skill shares, performances, 
action, reflection and celebration, CR10 aims to reunite our voices, 
reinvigorate our collective refusal to be silenced and strengthen our 
collective will to build a world without walls. 

For more information, visit www.criticalresistance.org. 
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Philadelphia Zine Fest 

October 5 • West Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

The Philadelphia Zine Fest is in its sixth year, and we're going 
strong. The fest's goal is to embrace written and verbal communica- 
tion as much as possible without constraints. At the zine fest, be 
prepared for everything from personal experiences to artistic talent 
to first-hand politics. Information trading will be in abundance and 
in many formats. 

We are looking for more people to help keep up the momentum. 
We need help with workshops and weekend events! 

For more information, visit www.phillyzinefest.com. 


Mexico Solidarity Network Speaking Tours 
October-November • Across the US 

This fall, the Mexico Solidarity Network will host two speaking 
tours. The first part will be from October 12-25 in New England, 
and will cover the struggle at the border to confront militarization, 
increased internal migration, insecure living conditions for women 
and a new threat by land developers to displace communities 
such as Lomas de Poleo. 

The second part will be from October 19 to November 10 in the 
northwestern US, and will explore a trade agreement that is officially 
called the "Merida Initiative," but is more commonly referred to as 
"Plan Mexico" because of its similarities to Plan Colombia. Instead of 
providing aid that would address the current economic crisis caused 
by past US policy, this plan calls for the US to provide military and 
intelligence equipment and training. 

For more information, visit www.mexicosolidarity.org. 

Madison Zine Fest 

October 18 • Madison, Wisconsin 

The Madison Zine Fest is an annual event held in conjunction 
with the Wisconsin Book Festival. The fest’s mission is to expand 
networks of zine communities and increase individual and institu- 
tional awareness of zines. It encourages the creation of independent 
media and alternative publishing. 

The fest involves local and national zine creators, readers, researchers 
and other experts who educate, inform and bring others into the zine 
scene. It also helps people share skills and information related to zines 
and zine culture. This year, it will be held at the Majestic Theater. 

For more information, visit www.midwestzine.org/2. 

London Anarchist Book Fair 
October 18 • London, England 

In addition to the wide variety of anarchist groups and individuals 
meeting and tabling, the London Anarchist Book Fair will feature sev- 
eral speakers, an anarchist cabaret and a full program of films through- 
out the day. There will be a space for older kids, as well as the usual day 
care for younger ones. There will also be hot food and snacks on site. 

Get in touch if you want to set up a stall, run a meeting, advertise 
in the book fair program or suggest a film. Or, you can just turn up 
on the day of the fair with thousands of others. 

For more information, visit www.anarchistbookfair.co.uk. 

Thans’ and Women’s Action Camp 

October 22-26 • Southern Appalachia/Katuah 

Come on down to the Trans' and Women's Action Camp (TWAC) 
for action-packed adventure, skills trainings and discussions in an 
anti-hierarchical, anti-oppressive gathering in the woods! There will 
be workshops on everything from wild-crafting to defending the 
wild, health to harnesses, and girthing to the Green Scare. We're 
actively soliciting more trainers and workshop ideas. 

We'll see you in the woods! 

For the ride board, logistical information, a workshop/training list, 
the safer space policy and more, visit twac.wordpress.com. 
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Classic Earth First! T-shirts available! 
Also bike stickers, buttons, zines and more. 


www.peacesupplies.org 


"I spent a year in the Northwoods of Wisconsin at an 
outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I 
died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 
egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 

I became alive to many other things — became alive to 
the Circle. I became alive to the native lifeway. I became 
alive to the connectedness of all things. I became alive 
to trusting, being and the now. My heart is full. I have 
much to share, more than words can say." 

— Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron 
(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

COULD AYEAR INTHE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU? 

www.teachingdrum.oig 

(715) 546-2944 
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Landmark Seattle Court Ruling 
Fuels Global Justice Mission 

WTO Protesters to Donate Class Action 
Settlement Funds Through “Money to Movements” 



by Holly Roach 

In a landmark decision for 
First Amendment rights, a Se- 
attle civil jury has found that 
police acted unconstitution- 
ally in arresting more than 175 
peaceful protesters as part of 
the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) protests in 1999. Now 
members of that class-action 
lawsuit have joined forces to 
ensure that a portion of settle- 
ment funds will be used help to 
fund organizations carrying on 
the work of the global justice 
movement through the Money 
to Movements project. 

The WTO conference drew 
about 50,000 protesters to Seattle 
in 1999. Groups such as farm- 
workers unions, environmental 
activists, indigenous rights ad- 
vocates and non-governmental 
organizations gathered to protest 
the policies of the World Trade Or- 
ganization, triggering what observ- 
ers characterized as an overreaction 
by local police and government of- 
ficials. Crowd-control tactics such as 
tear-gas, percussion grenades and rub- 
ber bullets were employed, and more 
than 600 mostly peaceful protesters 
were arrested and detained. All charg- 
es were later dropped. 

The Money to Movements project 
was created by a group of plaintiffs 
involved in the Westlake Park case 
in order to help channel funds ob- 
tained through the court settlement 
back into the global justice (for- 
merly known as anti-globalization) 
movement. "We brought this suit 
for everyone who faced inappro- 
priate police behavior at the pro- 
tests," said Erica Kay, of Seattle's 
Community Action Network. "We 
want to see this money put to good 
purpose." 


So far, 15 of the plaintiffs involved 
in the Westlake case have donated to 
the Money to Movements project, to- 
taling $15,000. The ultimate goal of 
the project is to raise $40,000 through 
donations and matching grants, a fig- 
ure equivalent to 10 percent of the 
settlement after legal fees. 

Money to Movements is cur- 
rently seeking matching grants 
and individual donations to reach 
that $40,000 goal. All donations 
are tax-deductible through Money 
to Movements' fiscal sponsor, the 
Agape Foundation. 

Groups selected for funding in- 
clude the Earth First! journal, Critical 
Resistance, the Jena 6 Legal Defense 
Fund, Mothers for Police ■ Account- 
ability and many more: All groups 
benefiting were selected by those 
plaintiffs who chose to participate in 
the project. 

For more information, contact 
wtosettlement@gmail.com; www. 
realbattleinseattle.org. 


Can't subscribe to the Earth First! Journal because you don't have 

a mailing address? 

Give your subscription to a prisoner! 


We need support from every reader. Everyone at the Rendezvous is ex- 
cited to read the EF!J, but only about 10 percent subscribe. Those who don't, 
say it's because they have no permanent address. 

If this sounds like you , then it's time to support the Journal by 
donating a subscription to a prisoner! We get many letters asking for 
subscriptions but can only provide a limited number to prisoners for 
free. It's only $20, but it goes a long way toward keeping the Journal 
afloat — and helping make the prison experience more bearable. 

Send $20 and a note saying, "It's for a prisoner subscription!" 

Earth First! Journal, P0B 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702 
(520) 620-6900 • collective@earthfirstjournal.org 



Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental Journal 
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City, State, Zip+4 
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Email 


O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $4° Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $50 Air Mail, International 
O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $ DONATION 

O Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription 


Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023, Tucson. AZ 85702 
Online: www.earthfirstjournal.org 
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Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 


Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one 

roadblockef@yahoo.com 
KANSAS 

Solidarity! Radical Library 
1 109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 
(785) 865-1374 
MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 1072, Belfast, ME 04915 

Arkansas EF! maineef@yahoo.com 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com Native Forest Network 

CALIFORNIA nfnmaine@gmail.com 

ACT UP! San Francisco Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 

1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 

(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com penbay@justice.com 

Free Mind Media People's Free Space 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@freemindmedia.org 'info@peoplesfteespace.org 

Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 
(530)241-1007 
Long Haul Infoshop 
3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 
(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 

North Coast EF! Mass Direct Action 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

(707) 822-1513 info@massdirectaction.org 

Santa Cruz EF! 
cruzef@cruzio.com 
Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.com 


ARIZONA 
Catalyst Infoshop 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, A Z 86301 
(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org 
Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, A Z 86002 
info@flagstaffactivist.org 


Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia EF!-Eugene 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

Cascadia EF!-Stumptown 

POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 

(971) 234-9579; cascadia_ef@riseup.ntt 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

Rising Tide Cascadia 

cascadia@risingtidenorthamerica.org 


EF! Philly 

eartbfirstphilly@riseup.net 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean Stau> EF! 
oceanstate_eferiseup.net 


Potomac EF! 

c/o Peace Resource Center, 

4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 
potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 


Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, 1 m 37996 

annebonnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Lone Star EF! 

lonestaref@gmail.com; www.huntsab.u-.^/)onestaref.htm 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 
(435) 866-2137 


Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 

MISSOURI 

Confluence/Community Arts & 

Media Project 

POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 776-1721; confluence@lists.indymedia.org 


Save the Corporations From Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 
VIRGINIA 

Blue Ricjge Earth First! 
blueridgeef@yahoo.com 


Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado.edu 


The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 
Olympia, WA 98505 
(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 
The Last Wizards 
james@lastwizards.com 


Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

odinswyrd@yahoo.com 

NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 


Environmental Library Fund — 

25 Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com 
Everglades EF! 

822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

Gulf Coast Lowlands EF! 


Madison EF!/Infoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, WI 53703 

(608) 262-9036 


Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 


Teewlnot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 


(727) 688-5901; grommit770@gmafl.com 


Wetlands Activism Collective 


Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 81303, Athens, GA 30608 
primalwar@gmail.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

1740 W Greenleaf Ave, Chicago, IL 60626 
(773) 465-7774 


POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(201) 928-2831; activism@wetlands-preserve.org 


Croatan EF! 


2419 Mayview St, Raleigh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
Katfiah EF! 


PROJECTS 6 
CAMPAIGNS 

EF! Direct Action Fund 


IOWA 

Des Moines EF! 

c/o Crimethlnc. Neighborhood Watch 
POB 41416, Des Moines, IA 50311 
INDIANA 

Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, IN 47401 

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Roadblock EF! 


POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
risingtide@mountainrebel.net 
OHIO 

HokHokken EF! 

info@eastemforestdefense.org 

The Wire; A Community Resource Center 

21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 

(740) 589-5111; thewire@riseup.net 

OREGON 


POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

(925) 376-7329 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

(202) 657-6772 

Root Force 

POB 1302, TUcson, A Z 85702 

info@rootforce.org 

Warrior Poets Society 

POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 


AUSTRALIA 
EF! Australia 


POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 

belgium2005@groenfront.be 
GroenFront! Belgium 
2007@groenfrdht.be; www.groenfront.be 

Can a d a 

Elaho EF! 

• eart h_first@resist . ca 


Ottawa EF! 

ottawaeajthfirst@resist.ca 


Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgbhie@yahoo.com 

ENGL AND 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton, BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 


www.savingiceland.org 


ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doldaan 12A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 

GroenFront! Netherlands 


84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.cO.uk 

Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 SWX, UK 

020-7729-6973; office@roadbIock.org.uk 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ICELAND 


POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 
NIGERIA 

Environmental Rescue International 
20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
01 12-44-84-43 

Green Korea United 

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 

136-56 Younji-Dong Jongro-Gu 


Saving Iceland Seoul, South Korea 

savingiceland@riseup.net 82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns; free advertising 
space in the Journal; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more information, 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, A Z 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjoumal.org. 
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Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Donny, James Jameson, Leah, and Sophia, eds., Earth First! 29, no. 1 
(1 November 2008). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/7252 
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A Victory for the 
Redwoods 

...WILL IT LAST? 


by James Jameson 

A huge sigh of relief graces the 
redwood coast after more than 
20 years of battling with Pacific 
Lumber Company (PL), a 145- 
year-old firm in northern Califor- 
nia, and it's parent company for 
much of that time, MAXXAM. 
After 18 months of bankrupt- 
cy proceedings and decades of 
devastating the beautiful, dwin- 
dling old growth, MAXXAM 
has relinquished control. PL 
was bought out by Mendocino 
Redwood Company (MRC) and 
renamed Humboldt Redwood 
Company (HRC). HRC will own 
nearly 450,000 acres of red- 
woods in northern California. 


A personal visit to treesitters 
was made by HRC president 
and chief forester Mike Jani. His 
presence came with praise for 
the activists' perseverance and 
dedication, and a "promise" 
to protect all old growth that 
is 250 years old or more. HRC 
also assured that they will initi- 
ate changes that include an end 
to "traditional clearcutting," a 
reduction in harvest rates to 55 
million board feet per year for 
the first decade and a commit- 
ment to increasing the stand- 
ing inventory of trees. 

"It feels like going from be- 
ing considered an environmen- 
tal terrorist to being a hero in 
one fell swoop," said Hermes, 


a forest activist who had spent 
the last year defending the old 
growth. He was momentarily 
speechless when told the news, 
adding, "This has to be one of 
the happiest days of my life." 

But don't think that activ- 
ists are taking HRC's word and 
walking away. They are, after 
all, a logging corporation. HRC 
has pledged to cut 30 percent 
fewer trees than PL, but one 
must keep in mind that after 
PL's 1986 takeover of the area, 
the cut rate soared 300 per- 
cent. "We’ll be keeping an eye 
on them," said a Fern Gully 
"to make sure they 
clearcut under the guise 
of 'variable retention' or 'group 
selection' (intensive forestry 
methods), or start spraying 
herbicides." 

What a wonderful change 
this all is for a campaign that 
has suffered many losses, in- 
cluding the death of comrade 
David "Gypsy" Chain. Many 
activists have put their lives 
on the line every day for these 
trees, and on September 17, 
1998, Gypsy's life was taken 
away by an irate logger. This 
year is the 10-year anniversary 
of his death, and reaching this 
victory in a campaign he gave 
his life for seems like a beauti- 
ful memorial. 

Gypsy, North Coast Earth 
Firstiers and supporters kept 
many trees standing. "Time will 
•tell if the company will keep 
its promises — if so, it will be a 
new day for forestry in Hum- 
boldt County, and truly, an 
end to the timber wars as we 
knew them. "What a relief!" 
declared activist and teacher 
Jeannette Jungers. 

It is too soon to know, but it is 
also a hopeful beginning. Until 
there is an end to all things that 
destroy this Earth, there will be 
a fight. 

Action camps and nonvio- 
lence training are still happen- 
ing. For more information, 
see page 14 or visit www. 
northcoastearthfirst.org. 

In her spare time, James likes to 
build Formicidae bridges, read up 
on mycology and cater to her kitty, 
Frieda's, every need while being 
serenaded by her friends playing 
folk-punk. 


STEPPING 

OFF 

AFTER 

THE 

RNC PROTESTS 

by A Few Self-Described Anarchists Formerly 
of the RNC Welcoming Committee 

Thursday, August 28: The Poor People's Campaign 
camps out on Harriet Island along the Mississippi 
River in St. Paul, Minnesota. At 11p.m. riot cops sur- 
round and forcibly evict people from their own public 
park. For many, the police state is inaugurated. 

We who organized to crash the convention 
now face several realities: The (RNC) resistance 
is not the center of all radical organizing, the 
revolution will not happen overnight and this 
work is not any less intense now than before. For 
many in the Twin Cities radical community, Sep- 
tember was only the end of the beginning. 

We could use this space to discuss the suc- 
cesses and failures of those late Summer days, 
but we feel you can autonomously organize that 
discussion yourselves (as many have already). A 
better role to fill now may be this: After witness- 
ing the police state at its most obvious in recent 
memory, where do we go from here, and what 
connections can we draw between movements 
represented at the RNC? 

Friday, August 29: At 9:30 p.m., police burst into 
a meal-and-movie event in the convergence center, 
guns drawn. Sixty-eight are detained but released, 
their belongings stolen and the building trashed. The 
doors to the former theater hall are bolted shut. 

Saturday, August 30: Raids continue. The Food 
Not Bombs house is awakened by automatic weap- 
ons. Targeting the Welcoming Committee, various 
agencies simultaneously raid two other houses, fol- 
lowed by more raids (including one on a permacul- 
ture education bus) in theaftemoon. In response, we 
hold a meeting of 200 people overlooking Powderhom 
Pond. During this meeting, public pressure re-opens 
the convergence center. Afterward, another organizer 
is snatched by plainclothes cops. 

Fulfilling our predictions, the promises of Matt 
Bostrom (the officer in charge of convention se- 
curity), were broken one by one. One such lie 
resulted in the pre-emptive raids intended to 
disrupt logistical organizing and scare people 
off the street. These raids saw the arrests of eight 
organizers now branded domestic terrorists and 
the collection of common household items like 
jars, paint and gray-water buckets as evidence. 

continued on page 17 
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TURNING THE PAGES 


Comrades, there is much to buzz about. As al- Can you feel it? Is there a buzz in your neighbor-* 
ways, there is a great deal of news to report within hood activating the wheels of change and effecti- 
Earth First! and all our affiliates. There are many vely impacting the way we organize, communicate 
moments to share of obvious state repression met and create dependable bonds so that we can break 
with a solid stance by our undying community and through the lies of the enemy's spies before it's too 
a myriad of messages directed straight for the heart late? We must grab hold of this buzz before we lose 
of our movement. What are these messages? They another friend to the twisted bars of the prison 
are brave accounts from the frontlines, as well as system, before another msurgence falls through 
from the inside of our sewing circle, so to speak, the cracks, before we grow old without a multi- 
They are the stories and tactics that are constantly generational community of activists who can truly 
interwoven into a tapestry of resistance to protect build upon the foundation of nearly 30 years of EF!, 
us from the cold, harsh world. They are messages as well as all who came before us and work in alli- 
of solidarity, as they will forever be, but they are ance with us. - - * 

also of a deep passion to strengthen what we have The most empowering tools of our movement are 
worked so hard to .create. We hope this buzz is con- not only monkey wrenches and bolt cutters. They 
tagious and resonates throughout every issue of are also the safe spaces we create, facilitating ac- 
The Journal and strikes the chords of all who find countability processes, welcoming radical parents 
affinity in the radical environmental movement. back into our circles and providing kid spaces at con- 

The truth be told, the communities of activists we vergences and social events. Creating do-it-yourself 
depend on in our towns, cities, states and country- health clinics, taking the time for mental health dis- 
lands are looking vulnerable to the sharp-fanged cussions, seriously addressing sexual assault — how 
teeth of the machine and all its soldiers of moral de- to both prevent it and cope with its aftermath — and 
feat. The constant violation of our rights reads devas- scheduling caucuses into our workshop line-ups, 
tatingly loud this issue: from the Long Haul raid and compose our version of a health care system. And 
fallen tree-sit of the oak grove in Berkeley, to intense all of this needs to be nurtured and strengthened, 
infiltration and gun-drawn arrests at private homes In every community 'cross the globe, feel the 
arid public convergence spaces during this year's buzz and make it louder! Initiate, commit ahd con- 
crackdown on the Republican National Convention; sistently reaffirm all of the tactics that will allow 
from the court indictments of friends whose fate our movement to grow stronger by our hardships, 
has been determined by government sentences to bonded by our wounds. We are survivors of state and 
the painful and untimely deaths of comrades whose societal repression, yet defeaters of their attempts to 
lives were spent dedicated to fighting the same in- dismantle and disarm us. We are the defenders -of 
jUstices that stole them from us. It is up to us to turn all things w ild, it is o.ux responsibility to evolve and 
the pages of our self-written history books and mark continue to protect the Earth and all her beings, 
these days of now as an opportunity to learn from 

our losses and focus on all we have to gain. — Leah 


Earth First! is published by an 
editorial collective from within 
the Earth First! movement. Entire 
contents are copyrighted 2008. 
Please contact us for permission to 
reprint articles. Art, photographs 
and poetry are copyrighted by in- 
dividual artists, and permission 
for use mUst be received from 
them directly. 

* Earth First! is a forum for the 
no-compromise environmental 
movement. Responsibility rests 
with the individual authors and 
correspondents. The contents 
do not necessarily represent the 
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Long Haul Infoshop 

Regroups After Police Raid 



The police cart away a computer from long haul (left) after destroying 

locks and doors (right). 


by Jesse D. Palmer 

A police and FBI raid of the Long Haul 
Infoshop in Berkeley, California, August 
27, succeeded in seizing 14 computers, but 
failed to the break the spirit of Berkeley ac- 
tivists. The raid occured supposedly to fig- 
ure out who might have sent University of 
California (UC) animal researchers threaten- 
ing emails that were traced back to the Long 
Haul Internet connection. 

No one was at Long Haul at the time of 
the raid. As of press time, no one has been 
arrested for any crime related to the raid. 
Seven officers with guns drawn executed an 
extremely broad search warrant against the 
volunteer-run library and radical community 
center. They were composed of UC police, a 
county sheriff and a federal agent— members 
of a joint terrorism task force, according to 
UC spokesperson Mitch Celaya. 

Long Haul volunteers arrived shortly after 
the raid began and asked police f or a search 
warrant. The police refused to allow volun- 
teers inside the building and said they would 
only provide a copy of the search warrant af- 
ter the raid. Police broke locks on doors in- 
side the infoshop and searched files for an 
hour and a half, while a crowd milled out- 
side. Police eventually seized all computers 
inside, including computers used in a public- 
access Internet room and computers used by 
the Slingshot publishing collective. It is clear 
that the cops would never have seized ev- 
ery computer at the public library had they 
traced a threatening email there rather than 
to a radical infoshop. 

Long Haul opened to the public as usual 
the night of the raid, although the public ac- 
cess computer room remained closed for a 
month while volunteers sought to improve 
computer privacy measures. In the weeks 
since the raid, the community has rallied to 
support Long Haul with donated computers, 
protests and messages of support. The out- 
pouring of support since the raid has been 
humbling — it is no joke to say that there is a 
radical community that has your back when 
you need it. . 

Long Haul volunteers are determined to 
resist the. raid by refusing to be scared or 
distracted from the real struggle — defending 
the Earth and building community against 
the ravages of capitalism. 

A statement of probable cause submitted 
by UC police officer Bill Kasiske to obtain 
the search warrant lists, six allegedly threat- 
ening email messages sent to UC researchers 
in June from a computer connected to the 
Long Haul computer network. The police 
obtained records from Long Haul's Internet 
service provider and Google, tracing emails 
sent from Gmail accounts accessed through 
the Long Haul Internet connection. The 
warrant application discusses recent home 
demonstrations at UC Berkeley and implies 
that they are linked with two arsons against 
animal researchers that happened in Santa 
Cruz on August 2. The application also men- 
tions the Animal Liberation Front. 


Kasiske told the judge that Long Haul was 
a radical space: "I know that the Long Haul 
is a resource and meeting center for radical 
activists. I know that animal rights activists 
have held meetings at the Long Haul. The 
Long Haul's website advertises that they of- 
fer a computer room with four computers 
for 'activist-oriented access.'" 

Given that the purportedly illegal threaten- 
ing emails were sent from a public computer 
in June and that the raid was in August— 
with hundreds of people visiting Long Haul 
during that time— one might think that try- 
ing to find a particular person who sent six 
emails would be like looking for a needle in a 
haystack. Was the police's real intent to find 
a suspect, or to disrupt a known radical com- 
munity center and conduct a fishing expedi- 
tion of computer information from hundreds 
of people who used Long Haul computers 
unrelated to any threatening emails? 

Kasiske's search warrant application 
sought an extremely broad search: "I know 
establishments that offer public computer 
access often have some type of system for 
patrons to sign in or register to use the com- 
puters. A search of the Long Haul’s premises 
could reveal logs or sign-in sheets indicating 
which patrons used the computers on par- 
ticular dates. This information would aid in 
identifying the suspect who sent the threat- 
ening email messages using the Long Haul's 
computers. It is likely that the suspect who 
sent the threatening email messages used 
the computers for other purposes as well. 
A search of the computers, at the Long Haul 
could reveal information the suspect stores 
on the computers, websites the suspect ac- 
cessed or other email accounts the suspect 
used. This information would aid in identi- 
fying the suspect. Due to the complexity of 
searching Computer systems and the need to 
properly maintain evidence stored on com- 
puter systems, a detailed search would need 
to be conducted off-site by a computer fo- 
rensics specialist.?' 

In response, the judge issued a warrant 
permitting a search for "any written, typed 
or electronically stored documents, papers, 
notebooks or logs containing names or other 
identifying information of patrons who 
used the computers at the Long Haul Info- 
shop." The warrant also authorized search 
and seizure of all computers and electronic 
storage devices. 

In general, it appears that, the police did 
not get very much crucial or irreplaceable in- 
formation during the raid, but this is mostly 
due to lucky timing and circumstances, not 
due to Long Haul's advance preparation for 
such a raid. It is hard to prepare for a raid in 
which all of one's computers are seized. FBI 
computer forensics experts have the means 
to defeat a variety of security measures. 

By seizing the public access computers, 
the FBI got access to hundreds of individu- 
als' personal information that may have 
been left on the public computers. No one 
knows what people left on those computers 
or what the FBI forensics experts might be 


able to recover. Even when you hit the "de- 
lete" button on a computer, traces of your 
work is left on hard disk drives. Long Haul 
had no security measures on its public ac- 
cess computers (or Slingshot computers) 
prior to the raid. However, in the aftermath, 
Long Haul computer experts debated ways 
to make the computers more secure, even 
though total security is probably impossible. 
One idea was hard disk encryption, but in- 
stead they ended up removing hard drives 
entirely from the public access computers so 
that the computers load an open-source op- 
erating system each time they are turned on. 
That way, all information disappears each 
time the computers are turned off. 

It was sheer luck that the Slingshot Col- 
lective wasn't right in the middle of making 
the 2009 Organizer or an issue of the paper 
at the time of the raid. If that had been the 
case, the raid could have set the Slingshot 
collective back weeks. As it was, just a few ar- 
ticles and some un-backed-up general docu- 
ments were lost. 

It does not appear that the police got a copy 
of the Slingshot mailing list (for sending but 
papers) or other sensitive Long Haul infor- 
mation. Most of that information, was kept 
at another location on different computers. 
This arrangement was partly for ease of ac- 
cess — the Slingshot mailing operation does 
■not run out of Long Haul — and partly out of 
security concerns at Long Haul. Prior to the 
police raid, Long Haul has been subject to 
half a dozen burglaries of uncertain origin. 

Several dozen lawyers volunteered to 
help Long Haul respond to the raid, includ- 
ing excellent activist lawyers from the Na? 
tional Lawyers Guild and heavy hitters from 
the Electronic Frontier Foundation and the 
American Civil Liberties Union. As anarchist- 
oriented folks who are skeptical of bourgeois, 
mainstream legal solutions to problems, the 
Long Haul crew had a great discussion of the 
merits of using the court system to defend 
Long Haul against the police raid. 

The real anarchist, direct-action response 
to a police raid is to keep Long Haul open 
and not let the police distract Long Haul 
from its mission of changing society, strug- 
gling for people over profit and defending 
the Earth. 

Having said that, bourgeois legal action — 
along with protests and media action — may 
be a tool open to Long Haul. Generally, Long 
Haulers want to do what they can so that 
this kind of raid doesn't happen to any other 
infoshops in the future. That means Long 
Haul wants to expose the flimsy grounds for 
the raid and make the raid as expensive, em- 
barrassing and inconvenient for the police 
as possible. 

The real danger may still be on the hori- 
zon. Given the ongoing police investigation 
of animal rights activity, the Berkeley radical 
scene is getting prepared in case the police 
make further raids, seek to question local 
activists, make arrests or subpoena anyone 
before a grand jury. 

Perhaps the most intense result of the 
raid was psycological. For a few weeks af- 
ter the raid, there was an overall sense of 
tension, anxiety and trauma. Having your 
home base invaded by police is ugly, scary 
and brutal. It is hard to prepare for such a 
violation and it is Hard to pick up the pieces 
afterward, but overall, Long Haul has come 
together. Many people have exhibited brav- 
ery, dedication and creativity in responding 
to the raid. The police sought to disrupt us 
and scare us off, but we're coming out stron- 
ger and more determined than ever. 

Jesse is an activist ■ who has volunteered at 
Long Haul for 15 years. 
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Dear Friends, 

I was delaying this dispatch 
hoping to get news about a 
possible early release to a half- 
way house. I figured it would 
be nice to write with' good 
news for once, but then, I 
found out that a staff member 
had "concerns" about me get- 
ting out four months ahead 
of schedule even though I’d 
be supervised, working 40 
hours a week and paying 25 
percent of my earnings to the 
halfway house. So, right now, 
it looks like a no go. Luck- 
ily, I’ve found a good way to 
drown my pain — 4th Edition 
Dungeons and Dragons, with 
prison rules! 

Yes, the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons has a thriving under- 
ground role playing scene, 
and I'd like to think of myself 
as its shining star. 1 started 
Dungeon Mastering a game a 
while back, throwing greedy 
capitalists, Earth despoilers 
and imperialists as the vil- 
lains. And all the virtual food 
the players eat? Totally vegan, 
dude. I should write a cook- 
book called "Swords and Soy- 
cery," heh heh. Good times. 
Anyhow, the hardened crimi- 
nals I play with got really into 
it, and you haven’t lived until 
you've seen a heroin-addicted 
bank robber with a Firearms 
Enhancement say, "I ask the 
Dwarvish cleric if he has any 
potions of vitality for purchase 
while I discretely flash some 
platinum pieces." Sweet. Any- 
how, having proved myself to 
the Scofflaw Fraternity, I was 
invited to play a character 
in one of their games. They 
didn't have to ask me twice. I 
now have a fourth level Drag- 
onborn fighter, named Lim 
Torrinson. Jealous much? 

I don't always fit in when 
I play. Whenever we have to 
fight an animal, like a giant 
crocodile, I'll ask, "It's a soy 
crocodile, right?" I ask about 
•Elvish child labor laws when 
I'm purchasing amulets of 
protection. And no one gets 
my jokes because they’ve all 
been locked up for so long. 
Here's a recent conversation 
we had during a game where I 
dropped several hilarious ref- 
erences to '80s and '90s pub- 
lic service announcements. 
(Note: I've changed the play- 
ers' names to their characters' 
names to avoid being stuck 
with an ice pick.) 

Troxniac: "...And by Ba- 
hamut's name, I say we 
stand for truth, valor, order 
and honor!" 

Me: "And that's... one to 
grow on!" 

Everyone else: [silence] 

Me: "Um... when you take 
the time to care." 

Everyone else: [silence] 

Me: "C’mon guys, how 
about 'The more you know'? 
No? Are you fucking Amish?" 

And that isn't the only ex- 
ample. Here's another recent 
series of jokes that didn't go 
down well. 
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"The tragedy of our spe- stand, willing to answer yes Second, several other ar- any means to be destroyed, left a store, they were entering 

cies," Woods concludes, "will or no to whatever the state tides and many in previous Much love to all who sup- and requesting security cam- 

be that petty difference, ego- fed him. He will live with his issues seem to say that smash- ported me and did not. A les- era footage. Thus, what would 

ism and vanity continue to betrayal for the rest of his life, ing capitalism is the key to son, if there is a next time: have been petty bullshit 

paralyze us (yes, even activ- knowing not only that others saving the planet. Need I I'll know how it really works thefts if caught by a store em- 

ists)." If only she could heed will not trust him, but that he point out that every govern- to be an eco-prisoner in a ployee (a few Tofurkeys from 

her own advice. can't even trust himself. ment in recent history has cage with nothing. For this a supermarket, for instance) 

EF!J 4 LIFE, Sometimes people ask, done a great job trashing the trip, I never stopped pam- were turned into a damning 

—Josh Minetta £How can they live with environment, regardless of phleteering inside. I know spree of felony "commercial 

themselves?" Unless they de- the form it has taken? that the people inside have burglaries." Of course, total 

Dear Snitches on the Brain, lude themselves at the very Even if, by some miracle, the power to change things noncooperation with detec- 

Thanks to the EF!J for its core of their being, which is all the world's populace sud- outside. Even the stone cold tives trying to use our charges 

excellent coverage of the re- even worse, then they can’t denly embraced true ethical killers would listen to me as leverage for information 

cent Green Scare eco-arson live with themselves. anarchy (my preference), the because Earth is where their about local campaigns was a 

arrests (see EF!J September- On the other hand, during assault on the Earth would food comes from, even if it given for us both. In the end, 

October 2008). I also thank his sentencing, Eric was the probably change little so is a bit industrialized. [my partner] was sentenced to 

the National Lawyers Guild calmest person in the court- long as people's coexistence Please forgive me, but I want a year in county while priors 

(NLG) for getting involved room, reminding others to with nature did not improve to start an online church in meant that I got stuck with 

and helping out folks affected breathe and that everything and so long as the planet re- the name of anarchy because 16 months in state prison, 

by FBI harassment. . will be all right. I’ve heard mained horribly overpopu- vegans in Minnesota, North this being the same sentence 

I do think something was the same about Marie Mason lated with humans. Dakota and other places one as an inmate who killed a 

missing in your coverage, - at her plea hearing. Similarly, the idea that the cannot get a vegan diet re- pregnant woman's fetus and 

however, and I think the I don't mean to try to ro- environmental restoration ligiously, nor in segregated put her in a coma when he 

NLG would agree. If you were manticize what are crucially would commence as soon as population, nor can the hard- hit her while driving with 

to call and speak to them for difficult times for people of indigenous peoples retook cores get anarchist or nihil- three times the legal blood- 

any length of time, the name integrity caught by the il- "their" lands (are they really istic stuff to read. Thanks to alcohol limit and a suspend- 

Lauren Regan and her group, legitimate corporate state, theirs or anyone's in the first the Church of Deep Ecology ed license. I do not relate this 

the Civil Liberties Defense But contrast the freedom of place?), from the colonial- and infoshop.org, but many to scare anyone; the chances 

Center (CLDC), would come those whose souls are in- ists is, I think, likewise mis- chaplains will not distribute of this reoccurring are slim 

up. Lauren and the CLDC tact, though they may be in guided. Sorry to say, most it. So, I would like to have the and the time one faces is 

have been at the frontlines of a cell or under house arrest, indigenous people these days writings of John Zerzan, Ke- minimal. And, from my brief 

Green Scare resistance since with the self-imprisonment are just as infatuated with vin Tucker, Feral Faun, Felo- experience in prison, I think 

the beginning. She probably of those who have turned junk food and TV and macho nious Skunk, Ward Churchill, Jacob Conroy put it per- 

knows more about each and against their closest friends pickups and materialism and Sadie, Exile, Free and others fectly — it sucks, but is "com- 

every case than any other hu- and violated their most hal- unsustainable environmental available for prisoners. The pletely doable" and nothing 

man being, FBI included. She lowed obligations. Remem- exploitation as anyone else, only leg an anarchist person of which to be very scared, 

has helped each and every ber, if you snitch, you are in This is not to say they have has to stand on legally is reli- Rather, the lesson I have 

defendant in some way (until prison forever. not been ripped off in. many gion. Besides that, as I learned found in this is twofold, 

they turn informant). —Mike Robe ways. Ending capitalism may after 15 months in the hole, For one, our case seems to 

The other thing that I would (or may not) help humanity's there is rebellion. me a clear affirmation that, 

hope the NLG would tell you Dear SFB, devastating planetary on- No compromise is fighting in spite of recent arrests 

is that Lauren and the CLDC Hey-hey, the streets runneth slaught. But, even if it did, it the police inside. In my short and the "Green Scare," law 

could really use some finan- red with blood over here [in could not do much so long time, one guard was stabbed enforcement is overall still 

cial support. She runs on a Iraq]. Forty-plus a day are dy- as people themselves did not by a friend and chaos ran remarkably ineffective in in- 
shoestring budget and all too ing and no weapons of mass improve their interrelation- rampant for 1 7 days of floods vestigation of underground 

often uses her own money destruction to be found=a ships with nature. and lockdowns in maximum activity in our movements, 

to Help out the cause. Please falsified „ Bush war. Just like —Lynn Jacobs security. Blessed is the spirit The area in which we live 

help the CLDC out. They are Nixon's Vietnam ‘ was. Same of anti-civilization. Thank has; in recent years, seen a 

a 501(c)3 nonprofit, so y our jU v isuls . ' At least Dear SFB/EF!*®’- you for everything. great amount of fierce and 

Hnno t j nn-/-on h m i m PT. Dick's Halliburton Inc. is rak- Thank you for support. I In Solidarity, unrelenting illegal activity 

ible. Their address is: Civil ing in billions on no-bid deals, am out in 30 days: October — Waste against abusers — action after 

Liberties Defense Center, 259 wink. The cost to US taxpay- 7. It's been three and a half action in support of multiple 

E 5th Ave, Ste 300 A, Eugene, ers is $12 billion every month, [years] minus 14 days. I was Dear Earth First!, campaigns. If the state's great 

OR 97401. If you would like War is a racket for the rich as on parole and punched up a I cannot express enough tactical investment in this 

more information on the the poor suffer. Thousands are police officer, and returned my gratitude for all of the region — the closest they are 

Green Scare, including cop- dead, four million have fled, on violation. Now I know back issues (from even before getting to the local movq- 

ies of the actual court docu- an entire region lies destabi- how support works and what I was . locked up!) — reading ment — is months and months 

ments, go to their website, lized and 32,000 troops have to expect from the inside, up on action on the outside spent to take a couple of yis- 

www.cldc.org. You can also been wounded so far. No more The activism does stop be- is the greatest source of inspi- ible, aboveground' activists 

contact them at info@cldc. spilt blood for oil greed. The 'cause I am in a cage. In real- ration and cheer. I wanted to with a shoplifting habit, it is 

org or (541) 687-9180. world is waiting for a justified ity, it seems like my desire to write a bit about my case, not undeniable, that, in large part, 

As a movement, we need le- impeachment. Worse than destroy civilization is much seeking more support, but we have only ourselves to 

gal support. There is no lawyer Watergate was. Scooter Libby higher being that I am in 100 because I believe some might fear. Indeed, I have never seen 

more supportive and helpful was just the fall guy for the percent domestication. I've find informational value in any cop, not to mention two 

to us than Lauren Regan. vice president and now par- learned that the "just so hap- my experiences. sharply dressed detectives, 

— Gin Phlegm doned by the chief, wink. Yep, pens" don't just happen if Half a year ago, approxi- so utterly frustrated at some- 
the best sham-democracy that everything seems perfect and mately 30 police, sheriffs, one's refusal to talk as I did in 

Editors' note: Thanks for big, corporate, lobby money there are lots of references to detectives and federal agents their attempt to interrogate 

pointing out how people can can buy off, wink. Shame on past things that are readable raided the apartment my me about local activity. Tape 

contribute to a tndy worthy us all. As the neo-cons salivate on the net to be more aware partner and I shared, taking recorders put away, jumbled 

cause! The EF!J was in contact to provoke and bomb Iran, of my circle. 200 items and booking us threats spewed from red faces. 

with Lauren and the CLDC dur- Then, watch the price of oil, Also, I have relearned the (directly into isolation cells) Without someone willing to 

ing the preparation of our last gas and food all escalate as value of not becoming a star on hundreds of thousands of talk, they have nothing. 

issue, and has been in contact planned, wink. Meat, war and in the media because many dollars bail. With what could That said, I must also ad- 
with them since the Green Scare capitalism are all murderous, "green anarchist" activists we have been charged? Of dress the fact that losing a 


began in 2005. As the poles, ice, snow, tundra have fallen by this trick, what truly awesome action year that could have been 

and glaciers all melt. Obama There are no anarchist stars must we have been accused? put toward an action in the 

Dear SFB, had better win come Novem- of any flavor. I have learned Arson? Vandalism? Libera- name of a free Tofurkey is re- 


A shout out to the Journal ; ber; McCain is a war criminal that the EF!J and Green Anar- tions? None of the above, grettable. And, having seen 

thanks for helping to spread who napalmed children for chy are different in approach We were in on allegations of two friends, both high-profile 

the word about so much re- LBJ and Nixon, wink. The to the machine, and my shoplifting. activists, get rolled for shop- 

sistance to this putrefying dollar, markets and housing opinion of sign-holding does Yes, shoplifting. We've all lifting since my arrest, I am 

post-industrial world. values are all down 30 percent not matter, because in the be- heard the stories of under- compelled to share my feel- 

-~TTfis il to add to all the con- under Bush, so' keep it “up and ginning, 1 Telt the best protest ground liberators' "on the run Trigs. I am the last to condemn 

cerns and questions raised hasten Armageddon. Only sign was one on fire. Today, from feds for years who finally retail theft. Stealing from the 

about dealing with snitches, one solution=compassion for my opinion has not changed, get arrested pocketing some companies that steal from 

In my opinion, there have all via veganism. Then, we'll However, I have realized that CDs, but our case was nothing us all is loads of fun, and it 

been some good and some get it. there are some people who of the sort. Our only alleged helps you avoid employment 

not-so-good practical sugges- Ahimsa. Thank you, will give "all" and some peo- wrongdoing was taking stuff, to focus on organizing. It is 

tions, but we should all keep — A Disgusted Veteran pie who will give "some," and It seems that a bunch of detec- also a political act in its own 

in mind one central fact: The to judge either is fascist of tives with a lot of time on their virtue, but I can only speak 

snitches are rotting inside. Dear SFB, me. I hope and meditate that hands, likely suspicious of our for myself: I could be doing a 

Recently, I listened as one of Having just finished read- an ELF prisoner (supported penchant for "retail explora- lot more good free and pay- 

Eric McDavid's very closest ing the July- August 2008 or not) remains strong, for tion," and certainly eager to ing for shit, saving potential 

supporters talked about how Journal, here's a couple of prison is no place for peo- shut down two people active arrests for the times that it is 

the state had turned one of thoughts. pie like us, because we have in grassroots campaigning, really worth it. 

the turncoats, who she had First, I'd urge readers to very little in common jyith. decided- to follow us around Anyway; much love to 

previously known well, into re-read and seriously con- convicts or guards, except for months with the aid of everyone, 

a shell of himself. She said he template Rodin's "Seeds of that we are both alienated tracking devices, found under In Solidarity, 

was like a robot on the witness Victory" on page 7. by a machine that needs by our car bumper. Every time we — "Larry Greg" 
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An Environment of 

Repression 

How the UK Climate Camp weathered the storm 

and kept fighting 


by Richard George "the western front" by journalists) and 

An organized and over-the-top cam- launched a three-day standoff. Climate 
paign, staged by the British boys in blue, campers brought marquees, kitchens, toi- 
was focused on disrupting the UK Camp lets and a sound system to keep those hold- 
for Climate Action. UK newsrooms were ing the line entertained. Those arrested 
flooded with cliched shots of hippies bat- risked jail by publicly returning to the site, 
ting police in Kent, England. The cops' which breached their bail conditions, 
efforts partially succeeded in diverting me- Locals brave enough to cross the cop 
dia focus away from climate change and encampment (officially named Operation 
toward police harassment, but they also Oasis) were amazed to discover not ter- 
served to radicalize climate campaigners rorists or violence, but people building a 
and bolster our determination to get our sustainable way of life amid massive state 
message across. repression. Everyone laughed when a fam- 

An early August 2 raid caught us off guard, ily from a nearby village started harassing 
as several hundred police stormed the cli- a bunch of coppers, demanding that they 
mate camp site and helped themselves pick on some real criminals, 
to whatever they could carry. Among the So, was the police's operation successful? 
items taken "to prevent criminal damage" Despite hysterical reports and the most 
were crayons, board games, guy ropes for unlikely weapons cache ever "found" 
marquees, kitchen knives from the kitch- (couldn't they have planted a real throw- 
ens (still safely in their knife block), tools ing star, not a replica?), more than 1,000 
(wood saws, bolts and a wrench), sleep- people made it to the E.ON UK power sta- 
ing mats, large water bottles and assorted tion for the day of action. Several hundred 
equipment from the composting toilets. protesters breached the fences, and four 
The message couldn't have been clearer: individuals made it over the electric fence 
Under the auspices of checking for weap- in a "death or glory" charge straight into 
ons, the police made a naked attempt to the arms of waiting riot cops, 
shut the climate camp down. However, Some 26 police forces ran amok, threat- 
their move backfired. As police moved to ening to charge an authorized march with 
confiscate our plumbing supplies, people horses, dogs and long-handled batons. A 
resisted, diving on lengths of pipe and re- flotilla of rafts bobbed along the Medway 
fusing to let go. After a stand-off lasting River, defying-affmjunction and a local 
nearly an hour, the cops left us to our pip- --by la w"f>anning water-borne processions, 
ing and firewood, and we put out a trium- until the police "rescued" them (a strange" 
phant press release. way to describe hijacking their safety boat 

The constant police presence and inten- and arresting its crew). We may not have 
tional disruption tookjts toll. Still, work- stopped the giant coal-fired power station 
shopsstruggledonaspeople,exhaustedfrom from running, but we sent a clear message 
stress and lack of sleep, shouted to be heard to E.ON and the government: Try to build 
over the rotors of a police chopper hover- Kingsnorth 2, and we'll shut you down, 
ing overhead. We struggled into a bizarre We have 100 months to stop runaway 
routine of early morning wake-ups ("Cops global warming. Scientists are now pre- 
on site! Cops on site!") and one memorable dieting temperature rises of four degrees or 
late-night police invasion — accompanied more in our lifetime. The police are paid 
by their playing "Ride of the Valkyries" to protect capital and corporations. Once 
from a cop-car stereo (which wasn't so they see that their children's lives are at 
much scary as displaying an amusing lack risk, will they start to change sides? If not, 
of imagination). this week shows that we won't just stand 

Over time, people toughened up and by and let them protect those who would 
started to actively resist. When a line of damn us to a future dominated by climate 
riot police armed with shields, batons and change, rising tides and resource exploita- 
pepper spray entered the site on the mom- tion. Whatever they throw at us, we can, 
ing of August 4, they encountered several will and must resist. The impact of our 
hundred people. Hands in the air, chant- failure would be far more severe than any- 
ing "this is not a riot," activists forced the thing the state can throw at us. 


Anti-Racist 
Camp in 

Germ any 


A snapshot of the 
German Climate/ 
Anti-Racist Camp. 
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One HOT 


Southeast Climate 



Convergence 


A wonderful aspect of climate police initially delivered Jr 
BV ATTlL/i convergences is the diversity a Trojan horse of bottled IHjM 

As wildfires burned in east- of people present. We start the water for the camp, but 
ern North Carolina and Vir- week with an empty toolbox, after the action at the p fell 
ginia, climate activists gathered Throughout the week, everyone nuke plant^their plas- /; 
in the Appalachian piedmonl adds their tools as we network, tic offerings turned to f ^ 
of Louisa County, Virginia, to listen and share. Students meet repressive checkpoints j ifiLi 
strategize, share stories and with seasoned activists. The anti- around the camp. All , J ^ 
build the movement for climate nuke folks pass on their success of the local Bank of 
justice. The heat and humid- stories to the younger generation America branches / ill | 
itv were overwhelming at the of anti-coal activists. Some folks also had police sta- I 
retreat center that would serve learn to make their first press tioned at them. / Jyfnfl 

as the base tor the weeklong calls, while others learn how to As the week came ’ 
convergence Without a breeze, cause mayhem against banks to a close, a final 
just sitting still caused profuse -funding mountaintop remo- large action was in the works, 
sweating, even for those used val (MTR). Soon, our collective We rolled into Richmond, Vir- 
to the shirt -soaking Summers of toolbox includes disaster relief,' ginia, to find the entire city on 
the southeastern US These first s shit-kicking boots, bicycles, folk lockdown in preparation for us. 


—- 1 

s in Wa y thougi 

down atjd charged 
them with trespassing. 

One thing that has plagued 


'ntond. 


few unbearable days made the songs, strategies and everything Bank of America still had police Rising Tide in the Southeast since 
task of stopping climate crimi- else we need to bring down the in front. Dominion Energy had its inception is an overwhelm- 
nais much more poignant. carbon-belching leviathan, police protection. We had them ing police crackdown. Some 

This- climate convergence, like . This convergence was differ- scared. Despite a massive police attribute this to the successful 
the first southeast one in the ent then previous action camps presence throughout the city and Carbo coal plant occupation in 
mountains of North Carolina last - because people were encouraged our major action plan derailed. 2006. The past two Southeast 
vear, brought together a mix of to carry out multiple actions by law enforcement harassment’/ Climate Convergences have 
folks from different backgrounds, throughout the week. Often, or- 50 activists snaked their way planned large actions involving 
There were folks from Rainforest -ga.nizers will discourage this strat- through Richmond in an unper- tripods and blockades, but have 
Action Network, Southern En- egy, as actions in the middle of mitted march, paying visits to had to scrap plans because of po- 

ergy Network, Rising Tide, Earth the camp could jeopardize the several climate criminals. Carry- lice protection of key sites. Even 

First!, Nuclear Watch South, rest of the camp. However, this ing banners reading, "No Nukes, though Earth First! gatherings 
Greenpeace and others who all convergence tested the waters. by No Coal, No Kidding," people always end with actions, police 
shared an interest in a direct ac- handing out action guides to help . marched to the headquarters of don't use the same preemptive 
tion approach to climate justice. activists locate nearby sites to tar- Massey Energy,. Dominion, the force at them. In the future, we 
We developed strategies against get, resulting in mixed reactions.' Virginia. Department of Environ- must realize that open process 
new coal and nuclear plantsane£L r~- g i dup- t# folks fighting- the mental Quality ,(DEQ) and Bank is less effective in this repressive 
talked. a h o ilt rhp -»npi ■> mT rTnf construction of a new nuclear of America. . era. We need to figure out how 

attacking the financial backbone reactor at the North Anna plant At Massey Energy, a notorious: to be inclusive of new people, 
of the industry. We shared skills went on am informational tour coal company involved in MTR especially since these are usually 
such as. media organizing, set-- of its welcome center. An amaz- coal mining, activists surrounded the brave ones getting arrested, 

ting up tripods and constructing ing theatrical act occurred as: the entrance and yelled, "Handis but keep the plans for targets 

eco-friendly dwellings.- We left different activists took turns off our mountains!" The group and tactics completely quiet, 
the retreat center that the camp leading a mock tour and answer- then moved on to the DEQ The Southeast Climate Con- 
was based out of a little better ing the concerns of anti-nuclear which recently rubber stamped vergence is already an effective, 
than we. found it by construct- folks with lies and green wash. Dominion's dirty coal plant in visible and confrontational gath- 
ing rain barrels. Our camp was This was all captured by an em- . Wise County, Virginia. Next, the ering: We should elaborate on 
up the road from Twin Oaks, an bedded writer and photographer group brought the party to Do- some of this Summer's strategies 
intentional community whose from the Associated Press. The minion, chanting "No coal, , no for next year, in order to bring 
residents were kind enough to staff at the welcome center were nukes, we won't stop until you that seemingly chaotic force to 
provide tours of sustainable caught off guard, but tolerated do!" The activists attempted to our opponents in the energy busi- 
buildings, donate bicycles and the intrusion. After hours of play take oyer Dominion's plaza, but ness. The world is ready and wait- 
delicious ifood, and enjoy a Fris- and chants, a safety engineer were repelled by police on hor- ing for a confrontational front to 
bee match. came to speak with the visitors, ses. In a show of interspecies sol- the movement to stop climate 

In the evenings, we were trea- The visitors were so comforted idarity, one horse bucked a cop change. This is why we face such 
ted to panels on false solutions by the safety of the reactor that off its back.- overwhelming repression. Our 

to climate change, dirty energy they decided they would make In an impressive feat of stealth, opponents know that every coal 
projects in the southern US and the visitor center their new two activists managed to infil- plant under construction right 
indigenous resistance to extrac- home. After the welcome center trate the beefed up security of the now has angry opposition, and 
tion projects.- In addition, people closed, eight people decided to towering Bank of America build- that if we show the world that 
watched documentaries and lis- stay inside and risk arrest. ing, one of the largest funders you can halt the industry with 

tened to tales of past land occu- . Following our North Anna of the coal industry, and lock your body, every coal plant in the 
pations. On the anniversary of stunt, we became a much bigger themselves to a sign outside of country will have people block- 
the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, blip on the radar of the sheriff's the customer entrance. Marchers ing the gates (and, hopefully, the 
the folks from Nuclear Watch department. The police presence supported the lockdown with rail lines). We are on the right 
South lead a lantern ceremony started to resemble the repression a die-in on the sidewalk, Police “track," and soon, we will have 
to remember that tragedy. of last year's convergence. The cut free the two who were locked . stopped the carbon criminals.. 

Seven German Banks Attacked — — 

in Solidarity with UK Climate Camp 

The following is a communique received Ecodiesel, Bunge, Clean Energy Brazil, Co- three agrofuel companies: Agrenco, Bunge 
by Germany's Direct Action News soon after san and Sao Martino. and Tereos. Dresdener Bank is a subsidiary 

the attacks: "Agrofuels, far from being an environ- of Allianz AG. The targets chosen are related 

"On the night of Thursday, August 14, in mentally preferable alternative to fossil to both climate change and capital. 

Berlin, we made seven attacks on Deutsche fuels, are responsible for deforestation, in- "Exploitation of the environment and 
Bank, Commerz Bank, Allianz AG and Dres- dustrial agriculture, increased carbon emis- people by state and industry go hand in 
dener Bank. The locks to the banks and the sions and soaring food prices/starvation, hand. They cannot be separated, and both 
card-readers were glued and 'No to UK Coal' Along with Allianz, Deustche Bank is also must be attacked. This attack coincides with 
was spray painted, Deutsche Bank is the one of the biggest shareholders in UK Coal, the end of the UK Camp for Climate Action 
single biggest European investor in agrofu- which currently plans to build seven new and the beginning of the Climate and Anti- 
els in Latin America — funding projects by coal-fired power stations across the United Racist Camp near Hamburg. Social war, not 
Agrenco, Archer Daniels Midland, Brazil Kingdom. Commerz Bank finances at least climate chaos!" 
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The Northeast 

Climate Confluence 


Mixing Rivers of Resistance 


by Lightning 

A confluence is the point where multiple 
rivers or weather patterns flow together to 
mix and become stronger. When weather 
fronts merge, a series of storms is created.... 
The Northeast Climate Confluence was a 
powerful mixing of rivers of resistance, and 
signaled the first rumbles of an approaching 
storm. The confluence was part of the interna- 
tional movement of camps and convergences 
for climate action, happening this year in the 
US, the UK, Germany, Australia and New Zea- 
land. The confluence, however, was named 
differently to identify with 
the powers of water and 
weather, and give ourselves 
a guiding metaphor. 

What came out of it all 
sure felt different. One 
workshop facilitator, who 
had been active in Critical 
Resistance and Anarchist 
People of Color, wrote us to 
say, "I was most impressed 
by the real diversity of the 
participants. I've never seen 
a leftist event as ethnically 
and generationally diverse." 

The confluence of cultures 
created a space where peo- 
ple who normally wouldn't 
cross paths could share sto- 
ries of struggles, find com- 
mon ground and have fun. 

With a killer open-mic, out- 
door film screenings, kick-ass 


most important thing was that, for this to 
work, we had to facilitate a space where many 
felt comfortable and no one would interrogate 
the boundaries of someone's needs. Theses 
considerations paid off well — what emerged 
was a powerful linking of revolutionary move- 
ments that each came away stronger, more in- 
formed and inspired for the fight ahead. 

An important element for shaping the 
confluence came from a "Points of Unity" 
platform, which linked different revolu- 
tionary politics and was used to screen who 
could present workshops. This foundation 
started by stating that "the systems that are 



Attendees at the Northeast Climate Confluence practicing clown_m sur<ionm‘" tavttcs 


music shows 
and a late-night campfire, the confluence also 
highlighted the incredible talent from people 
around the northeastern US. At the campfire, 
a beautiful hybrid musical culture emerged as 
beatboxing and freestyling mixed with banjos 
and old-time tunes. It was a beautiful thing to 
experience, and it all turned out better than 
our highest hopes... but it was the hardest 
thing in the world to create and pushed all of 
the organizers to the limit. 

The gap between "environmental" activism 
and "social" activism is huge. This separation 
is unacceptable and is a self-perpetuating 
bottleneck for all those interested in .forging 
a new world. While it is important to theo- 
rize origins of oppression and the destruction 
of the natural world, and to create spaces for 
working on our shit, it is absolutely necessary 
to organize in anti-racist and multi-racial set- 
tings in the face of planetary collapse. This 
means prioritizing the struggles, voices and 
needs of those who have been targeted by 
generations of colonialism and oppression 
at the center of the movement, rather than 
"bringing in more people of color" to a 
whitey-dominated space. With this, comes 
a hard process of questioning some basic as- 
sumptions and letting go of some EF! sub- 
cultural norms. 

First of all, the confluence was an alcohol- 
and drug-free space, which came at the ex- 
pressed request of recovering alcoholics and 
First Nations indigenous organizers who have 
been dealing with the destructive legacy of al- 
cohol and chugs being used as tools of colo- 
nization. Second, we prioritized making the 
space accessible, both for those in wheelchairs 
and those who had never been camping be- 
fore. For accommodations, there was a mix 
of woods, fields and buildings. Days of work 
were put into making a wheelchair-accessible 
outdoor compost toilet. There was bus trans- 
portation provided from major cities. The food 
provided from the outdoor kitchens had vegan, 
meat and dairy options, but no pig products 
were included because of those who observed 
Muslim eating restrictions or kept kosher. The 


destroying the planet are rooted in colonial- 
ism and oppression. We therefore recognize 
that combating climate change is not solely 
a matter of addressing carbon emissions, but 
also confronting the institutions that attack 
our communities and cultures, as well as our 
Earth." Several of these points were quite 
controversial, and did a great job of screen- 
ing who came. For example, we said "we rec- 
ognize that support for indigenous struggles 
includes the right of Palestinians to freedom 
and self-determination." By being explicitly 
anti-Zionist, the confluence became a clearly 
anti-colonial space that turned off colonial- 
minded individuals who mask themselves as 
supporting justice and the environment. 

It was also very important for us to make clear 
statements in support of reproductive justice 
and prison abolition, and against the racism of 
anti-immigrant overpopulation arguments. We 
understand that environmentally-based argu- 
ments around "overpopulation" have been 
used to justify racist and xenophobic popu- 
lation control programs, such as targeting 
women of color with sterilization campaigns 
and with the dangerous testing of birth con- 
trol dmgs. As such, the politics of popula- 
tion control must be understood as a form of 
modem eugenics. Furthermore, since we are 
against the entire police and prison state, we 
must understand that borders and immigra- 
tion agents are a major element of the same 
police state that has locked up our comrades 
in the Green Scare. At the confluence, we 
broke these big issues down and developed 
ways to unite struggles. 

Workshops spanned a diversity of issues 
that all connect to a larger picture in which 
our very survival and the planet's survival 
is at a crossroads. The workshops included 
topics such as confronting Zionism in social 
movements, building disaster preparation 
networks, reconciling disasters and ability 
liberation, teaching radical urban sustain- 
ability, supporting political prisoners, think- 
ing about food sovereignty, establishing 
community healthcare and building youth- 
led organizations. 


The Youth Track was a separate set of work- 
shops by and for a diverse group of urban and 
rural youth aged 13-18. Their topics spanned 
from climate justice to anti-oppression, 
food sovereignty to the Black Panthers. The 
highlight of this came when a former politi- 
cal prisoner from the Black Liberation Army 
was talking to the youth about being in a 
revolutionary movement, complete with 
battles with the cops, jailbreaks and assas- 
sinations of movement leaders. He said, "I 
know folks can hear this and not want to get 
involved; it can be scary." Before he could 
continue, though, a fiery youth spoke up, 
saying, "I'm not scared. 
How do we join up?" We 
all have a lot to learn from 
the youth! 

In the last few years, we 
have witnessed Hurricane 
Katrina and the Green 
Scare — two tragedies that 
show that the escalating 
ecological collapse is paral- 
leled with a terrifying po- 
lice state that will stop at no 
• ends to kidnap, displace and 
, kill off those who it con- 
i' siders undesirable. "Cages 
■ and Walls," a panel at this 
gathering, connected the 
prison industrial complex, 
immigration raids and the 
overall struggle. One pan- 
-efist; who has worked ex- 
tensively with Mumia Abu 


Jamal, echoed some words'o’f Murriia's: "No 
matter where you live;’ we're all living on 
death row." So,- we might as well fight as if 
our lives depend on it! 

The other featured panel was "Indig- 
enous ^Struggles for the Land" and was 
made up of nine indigenous organizers 
from what is considered the US (specifi- 
cally from upstate New York, where the 
confluence was held), Canada, Ecuador, 
Puerto Rico and Palestine. For many, this 
was the high point of the confluence. As 
we heard similar stories of colonization 
and resistance from around the world, the 
energy built. A clear day turned windy 
as a storm approached. The panel closed 
with two Palestinian women emphasizing 
the need for solidarity with Palestinian re- 
sistance and that all indigenous struggles 
come down to reclaiming stolen land. 
As the panel closed, the storm had ar- 
rived with high winds and lightning. With 
amazing coordination, the outdoor kitch- 
ens were moved inside, tents were brought 
down and the next block of workshops re- 
organized themselves through the chaos. It 
felt as if the thunder and lightening gods 
had heard us, and had come to introduce 
themselves! The storm blew through fast. 
As it moved on, it left us with fields glis- 
tening in the evening sunlight. The most 
incredible double rainbow provided a per- 
fect dome over the large tent where the 
indigenous panel had just been held! 

Have no doubt — there is a rainbow at the 
end of this coming storm. As we danced in a 
pulsing circle around the fire pit during the 
closing ceremony on Sunday, we could feel 
the strength from a diverse unity that would 
carry us through the turbulence to a very dif- 
ferent world on the other side. This is just 
the beginning.... 

Lightning is sick of endless bullshit debates 
and enjoys striking out in movement against all 
forms of colonial oppression and life-destroying 
institutions. In their time off, Lightning enjoys 
sparking hearts and minds, and piercing the 
fogs of fear. 
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FLAm 


Tke jALF of Mexico 


„ paint at various KFGs and Burger 

BY OLIVE Kings, pet stores and fur shops, 

The industries and individuals meat and dairy businesses, uni- 
responsible for the exploitation versity labs and homes of bird 
of animals in Mexico City and breeders. Dozens of attacks have 
surrounding areas ought to watch been committed in this manner, 
their backs and their businesses. Paint is not used sparingly at these 
The Frente de Liberation Animal stops, where the walls, floors, win- 
Mexico (FLAM) shows no signs of dows and shelves are often left 
slowing its deliverance streak. covered by the color of the blood 
Over the last two months, and of our tortured friends. FLAM has 
certainly throughout this past used some incendiary devices this 
year, FLAM has placed much year, but has also chosen tactics 
trust in the handbook of the dis- that leave their messages in writ- 
ruption of animal cruelty as they ing for the business owners — and, 
hit the shops, restaurants, labs more importantly, the public — to 
and homes Of those directly con- see as plain as day. 
nected to the cruelty of animals. "Meat is death" and "eggs are 
"Animal liberation is not just torture" are a couple slogans left 
two words in zines or on websites, this September during a night 
T-shirts, tattoos or patches. Ani- attack on a number of businesses, 
mal liberation is not just words "It is very important to show the 
spoken at animal rights meetings, facts of these businesses to the pub- 
words shouted at peaceful dem- lie, to ask about what is hidden in 
onstrations or rumors spoken packaged products and their Tieau- 
about different people. Animal tiful and artistic' plates filled with 
liberation is deeds, fury turned death and suffering," stated FLAM', 
into action, a radical response In early September, a visit to the 
against the anthropocentric sys- "great white gates" surrounding 
tern of domination, the love for . pharmaceutical company Novar- 
freedom. It's what few dare to tis, a customer of Huntingdon Life 
carry out. It is a challenge to au- Sciences (HLS), became stained 
thority, to society, to the system with red paint and a clear message: 
and to its institutions. It is a fire "Novartis, cut ties with HLS." 
that spreads and that is unstop- The autonomous chapters of 
pable. It is insurrection," declared FLAM have shown much soli- 
one FLAM communique. darity with their nonhuman 

The main tactic for this group friends by throwing stones at 
of animal rights activists inrcy^n^-ltTF windows"'' and illuminated 
months has been spilMg blood-red signs of their profiteers, which 


Against State Terror 
in Aotearoa/New Zealand 


On a cold and misera^ the cries 

remember the state terror raids of the previous & ' • 

October 15. Images and sounds were projected p|S|f ,> . . 

against the courthouse in support of the global fj«r f i c ~y & JMMjM 

day of action. International indigenous support {gAg^i****. £E .. JHH 

was present with First Nations manuhiri (guests) fear-* Lty -f> 

from Turtle Island (the Americas). About 150 
people went on a lively march through the cap- t 

ital city, Wellington, and stopped at the police E 1 jBpfiBBBI : 

station for a shaming history of police violence. Solidarity goes a long way. 

Later they passed by Labor Party candidate indigenous activists. The reality, however, 
"Grant Robertson's office, which nearly resulted included heavily armed police terrorizing an 
in a very large broken window. entire township. To date, no evidence of the 

Overseas, banners were hung and fli- so-called terrorist plot has been revealed, 
ers were handed out in Hamburg, Freiburg Police arrested 16 indigenous, anarchist, 
and Berlin in Germany; Basel and Lausanne environmental and anti-war activists, in- 
in Switzerland; the Congo; and Melbourne eluding Tuhoe, Te Atiawa, Maniapoto, Nga 
in Australia supporting the call to drop the Puhi (all Maori iwi, or tribes) and Pakeha 
charges. Fundraisers and awareness-raising (non-indigenous) people. A 17th person 
events were also held in Vancouver, British faced unrelated drug charges stemming from 
Columbia, and Tucson, Arizona. Many inter- a raid on his house. Police wanted to charge 
national groups also signed on to the soli- 12 people under the Terrorism Suppression 
darity statement prepared by the October 15 Act, but the Solicitor-General denied the po- 
Solidarity collective. lice permission to proceed. After four weeks 

On October 15, 2007, more than 300 police in jail, everyone was released on bail. On 
carried out dawn raids on dozens of houses all February 19, police raided more properties, 
over Aotearoa. Police claim the raids were in arresting three additional activists. All were 
response to "concrete terrorist threats" from released on bail with strict conditions that 
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liritish-Court Rules Direct Action DK 
- On September^!, si£-Green peace activists 
were acquittea {'or'attempt.ing-to.shui dewr-' 
a coal'firedipiam ni Kehtt'Engmnd, on the 
grounds that they-had a "lawful excuse-:' Ij'e*. 
cause the plant wasxausmg so much prop- 
erty damage arourid*'ne worid due to gio bai 
warming. -The - jury -was torn that-the King- 
snorth Power Plant- emits 20.000 ions of 
carbon dioxide everyday, the same amount 
as the 30 least polluting countries in the 
worid, combined. 

The defense attorney called NASA climate 
expert James Hansen, who told the court 
that more than one million species would 
be made extinct because of climate change. 
Hansen calculated that Kingsnorth alone 
would be proportionally responsible for 
400 of these extinctions. This verdict marks 
a significant turning point for the climate 
change movement. 

Brazil Says Rainforest Destruction is 
Up Sharply 

Brazil's National Institute for Space Re- 
search has been using satellite technology to 
report on the alarming degree at which the 
Amazon is currently being destroyed. The 
last three years had shown an encouraging 
decline of deforestation. 

Now, the deforestation average has jumped 
to twice the original amount. There has been 
a 228 percent increase since August of last 
year. Sixty to 70 percent of deforestation is 
due to large-scale cattle ranches, soy farms, 
extensive logging and bio-fuel cultivation. 


•The- Clack Fork and Blackfoot- 
Rivers Meet Once Again 
For TOO. wears, the 'MiHtown '-Dam... has 
blocked the'- -confluence of the Clark -Fork, 
and Blackfoot Rivers, located on the eastern 
edge of Missouia,-: Montana.’ - The dam- has 


destroying crop fields. including supporters of the Animal Libera- 

tion Front (ALF), after they were prevented 
Court of Appeals Delays from joining a protest against livestock ex- 

Snowmaking in. Northern Arizona ports in July 2006. Lawyers for Kent police 
The federal appeals court that approved offered each of the 32 protesters approxi- 
a plan for wastewater snowmaking on land mately $2,200 in an out-of-court settlement, 
outside of Flagstaff, Arizona, that is sacred following a claim brought against the force 
to indigenous tribes is giving its opposition alleging that the group was unlawfully de- 
time to make an appeal to the US Supreme nied the right to protest. 

Court. The request was granted by the 9th 

US Circuit Court of Appeals on October 3 to Rainbow Warrior Boarded by Police 
delay any construction at the Arizona Snow- A number of arrests were made on Septem- 
bowl ski resort. The ski area would use 1.5 her 8 when Greenpeace activists took action 
million gallons of contaminated wastewater in Israel's Ashkelon harbor to protest the 
per day for snowmaking on the 205 acres of new coal-burning power plant planned to 
religious land. be built there. Israeli Coast Guard boarded 

Not only does the US Forest Service deci- the activist's vessel, the Rainbow Warrior, 
sion to make snow out of recycled wastewater on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. The 
violate the Endangered Species Act, but waste- police moved in when the flagship entered 
water snowmaking also presents obvious and a restricted area of the city's port, but not 
extreme health risks. In addition, Snowbowl's before the activists spray painted the slogan 
proposed development would require the "Quit Coal" on the side of the ship that was 
clearcutting of more than 100 acres of rare al- unloading coal. 

pine forests for new runs and lifts. This action was in retaliation to the use of 

It is important to note that the Supreme coal for energy production at the Ashkelon 
Court only takes about one percent of the power plant. The Israeli government has 
cases it receives. plans to build a second electric power plant, 

also to be fueled by coal. There were a num- 
Quitovac Dump on Tohono her of arrests made of the activists, who were 

O'odham Land Canceled from Israel, Germany, France and Holland. 

Over the last few years, multiple actions 
have taken place to pressure the Environ- Anti-Mining Leader 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Assassinated in Guatemala 
Mexican Environmental and Natural Re- Antonio Morales was assassinated on the 
sources department (SEMARNAT) to cancel a morning of August 7. He was shot four times 
proposed dump on native land. in front of his house near the Inter-American 

In secret last year, Mexico issued a federal Highway. Morales was a national leader of 
permit for the dump. The EPA was aware some of Guatemala's most well-known in- 
of this, according to documents that have digenous organizations and has worked ac- 
surfaced. However, Pima County officials in tively to oppose large scale mining projects, 
Arizona said this violated an international hydroelectric projects and the privatization 
agreement, which required Mexico to in- of water. He adamantly fought GoldCorp's 
form Arizona officials of the dump, due to its Montana Mining Company. 

.proximity to the horder. The site is 25 miles In his last days, Morales had told people of 
south of the boundary. threats made against him by armed groups 

"The EPA's environmental racism against that operated in the region. It is common for 
Indigenous peoples must come to an end, and activists in Guatemala to be threatened and 
helping to protect Quitovac is a place to start," intimidated, especially for participation in 
said Ofelia Rivas, an O'odham tribal member, human rights defense work. 


Page 10 Earth First! Samhain/Yule 2008 





by Willie 

Blue Ridge Earth First! (BREF!) formed late in the Summer of 2007 
with the primary goal of injecting direct action into the growing 
popular resistance to Dominion Power's proposed coal plant in Wise 
County, Virginia. Since then, we've kept ourselves busy with ac- 
tions, fundraising, alliance-building and organizing. Having formed 
mostly from direct action rookies, we got some on-the-job training 
disrupting the banks that fund coal. We built collective power by col- 
laborating with community groups, students and nongovernmental 
organizations circulating petitions, bird-dogging the governor and 
exhausting regulatory processes in attempts to fend off the coal 
plant. After a Winter of bank actions and more "designated chan- 
nels"-type tactics, we were ready to do what we came together to 
do— put ourselves in the way of Dominion's day-to-day operations. 

Arriving with the morning commuters to Dominion's corporate 
headquarters in Richmond, Virginia, on April 14, a blockade con- 
sisting of three activists and two cement-filled trashcans was quickly 
and easily deployed across the only road in and out of the lavish of- 
fice complex. The early morning sun shimmered off the James River 
flowing alongside Tredegar Street, providing a little eco-inspiration 
for the task at hand. As the lockdown got comfortable and the traf- 


delicate dynamics of Appalachia's (or any community's) insider/ 
outsider culture. Informed by past experiences, we have prioritized 
building solid relationships between members of our collective arid 
the coalfield residents most directly impacted by the power plant. 
While we were building direct action pressure in Richmorid, we 
were also present at meetings, social events, hearings and service 
projects in Wise County. Our first actions were a good distance 
from the coalfields. (Richmond is about 5.5 hours from St. Paul, 
Virginia, where the proposed coal plant is to be built.) This pro- 
vided a comfortable space for local scrutiny, discussion and feed- 
back. While a few of our friends remained nervous about breaking 
the law — even in the case of nonviolent civil disobedience— the 
majority were excited and supportive of the blockades. 

Activism is about actiori, and organizing is about building the re- 
lationships that lead to action. In September, the organizing efforts 
of Earth First! in Virginia's coal country produced the fruit of that la- 
bor. As is EF! custom, our merry band found ourselves awake and ac- 
tive well ahead of the sunrise one Autumn morning. On September 
15, a crew consisting of activists from near and far deployed at the 
construction site of Dominion's latest climate crime scene. Students 
for a Democratic Society, Rainforest Action Network (RAN), Rising 
Tide, BREF! and Mountain Justice activists took their places blocking 





fic began to back up, about 20 supporters holding signs and banners the entrance to Dominion's local office and one of the entrances 
assembled in the road. The largest of these read, "No Coal, No Com- to the construction site itself. While two individuals shut the gate 
promise, Earth First!" leading into the worksite and locked themselves to it, eight others 

The blockade was established just before 8 a.m. After about 20 positioned steel-drum lock-boxes across the road and locked down, 
minutes, police arrived on the scene and informed us that we all Everything was in place by 5:45 a.m. 

had to get out of the road or we would be arrested. The support As St. Paul police/state troopers and Wise County sheriff’s depu- 
rally moved to the sidewalk, but the lockdown did not budge. Law ties trickled in over the course of an hour, protesters leisurely en- 
enforcement refused to disclose what charges would be filed, but joyed the mountain sunrise and some lively old-time music. The 

made vague threats of felonies if - cops (who, with one exception, 

the blockaders failed to cooperate. were reportedly pretty laid back) 

The protest lasted tor about two 19Hgj took this time to amass back-up 

hours before the cops removed the *' fl| and call the fire department to cut 

blockade, releasing the lockdown W through the lock-boxes, 

participants with only citations & ‘ Earth First! could not have ex- 

for impeding the flow of traffic. B* ’ i ecuted this action alone. Organiz- 

On May 8, BREF! returned-to "pW§r - SRP gj ers from the half-dozen grottps 

Dominion's 


to work, but to make sure they car- - and foremost realized the vision of 

ried with them a message for CEO Bw | V: fe . •* -jf.? " * • » I local community members. Using 

Tom Ferrel. A dozen activists, in- _ j ? the messaging of local activists, the 

eluding many from the coalfields, j ’“”**««»», ? blockade included two lockboxes 

ner that read, "Tell Tom we won't banner that read, "Renewable jobs 

stop until you do! r to renew Appalachia. 

If he didn't get the message in May, then he surely did on June By 9:45 a.m., the entire lockdown ensemble and the police liaison 
30 when Earth First! showed up at the riverfront office for the third had been placed under arrest. They were all charged with trespass- 
time in three months. This time, four individuals lined up across the ing, unlawful assembly and resisting arrest. Two of the 1 1 face ad- 
road, arms secured into lockboxes, while a fifth dangled overhead in ditional charges of "soliciting or encouragement," which basically 
a climbing harness. The climber's rope was slung over a footbridge means that the Commonwealth Attorney is alleging these individu- 
above the road and anchored on the other end to a steel barrel lock- als to be ringleaders of the action. 

box located at the center of the blockade. After the protest, the mood was positive. One local radio DJ pro- 

As traffic again backed up into the heart of the city's financial dis- vided listeners with supportive updates of the morning's events, 
trict, media made their way to the scene on foot. Police, however. Friends in the area called the Mountain Justice campaign house to 
found it more difficult to navigate the situation, with congestion voice sentiments of gratitude and solidarity. By the time the arrest- 
preventing them from getting to the blockade for a full hour. Once ees were released that evening, a locally organized vigil had been 
present, cops spent two more hours trying to figure out how to get present at the jail for hours. Thanks to local support and involve- 
everyone out of the road without causing BREFi's climber to fall 20 ment, this action not only hit our target, but also provided a positive 
feet down to the pavement. Eventually, the lockboxes were cut and experience for continued movement building in coal country, 
the climber descended after law enforcement began tampering with Support from afar had an equally impressive impact as the day un- 
the rope. folded. That afternoon, several time zones west, RAN activists man- 

As police cut through the final lockbox, random arrests began. In aged to thoroughly punk both Dominion and Bank of America in 
addition to the five individuals comprising the blockade, seven oth- one go. While Dominion CEO Tom Ferrel was addressing a Bank of 
ers were apprehended. All of the protesters were issued traffic cita- America investors' conference in San Francisco, RAN jedis hijacked 
tions for blocking the road, and charged with obstruction of justice his power point arid projected images from the morning's protest 
and impeding the flow of a rescue vehicle — both misdemeanors. The onto the screen behind him. This went on for 20 minutes before a 
charges were uniform for everyone, regardless of the fact that seven conference tech managed to get things back on track, 
of those arrested had followed police officers' prompts as to where The legal repercussions of these past few months are taking up a 
they could stand without getting arrested. bit of our energy right now, but we knew from the start that we, as 

While the traffic tickets resulting from the first blockade were easy BREF!, could not alone carry out all the direct action needed to stop 
to pay, the outcome of June's action will be with us for a while. Most this coal plant. It is not secure or sustainable to try to bring an ever- 
of those arrested agreed to a plea bargain requiring each one to com- flowing current of new blood into our collective to keep actions up. 
plete 200 hours of community service in Richmond over the course Rather, while we continue to organize direct actions as one affinity 
of the upcoming year. . group, we plan to focus much of our energy over the coming months 

The climber, whose defiance of gravity evidently indicated a more on training and organizing support for others to utilize direct action 
grave threat to corporate security, is required to serve 225 hours of and affinity group techniques in their own efforts. In the meantime, 
service. Two other protesters who chose to take it to trial have been Dominion's dirty coal project is trudging along with the added weight 
sentenced to 215 hours. The extra 15 houfs were apparently handed of legal challenges and direct actions. As Tom Ferrel must know by 
down to punish the activists for having the audacity to exercise their now, we won't stop until they do! 
right to due process. For more information, visit www.bluridgeef.com. 

BREF! originated as an offshoot of Mountain Justice. As such, Willie is a musician and activist from several little towns in Virginia's 
we have always been deliberate in our organizing to consider the mountains and foothills. 
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Fast Food Joints 
Always a Worthy Target 

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) of 
Kansas was busy in the month of August, 
spray painting graffiti multiple times on two 
different Burger Kings and paint bombing 
and graffitiing McDonalds' billboards. (In a 
separate action, they also cut open two crab 
traps.) They did this to "build momentum 
against animal abusers across the US." 

Then, in Santa Cruz, California, on Au- 
gust 25, three windows were broken and 
a surveillance camera was knocked off the 
roof of a McDonald's. According to a post 
on Santa Cruz Indymedia, it was vandal- 
ized because it is a symbol of American 
capitalism, worker exploitation, rainforest 
destruction and invasive surveillance— and 
because it is a sponsor of both the Summer 
and the Winter Olympics. 


to keep doing this. We don't want to have 
to go further, but be assured that we will if 
need be." 


Enough Mink Released to 10, the ALF opened the cages of 20 or more They went on tajay "Not’ on h are the 

Form an Army primates trapped at Worldwide Primates in store’s owners -aTiS clients responsible for 

The North American Animal Liberation .Miami, Florida. Worldwide Primates is run by thousands of murders carried out annually 
Front Press Office (NAALFPO) has reported the Mathew Block, who has continued his career against sentient beings, but also thepublic 

release of at least 14,400 mink in four separate as a vivisection supplier after finishing a one- with its silence. We will never 'accept animal 

actions since mid-August. year prison sentence for illegally smuggling exploitation, and we won’t stop until every 

First, on August 22, it received a commu- baby orangutans into the US. cage is empty." 

nique from South Jordan, Utah, reporting a On the night of the liberation, an unknown 

raid on the McMullen Mink Farm that set 300 number of primates escaped to the relative Rainforest Action Network Scales 

mink free. safety of nearby fruit orchards. Wall Street Flag Poles 

The next week, an ALF communique ar- Across the country and just a week later, On October 1, the Rainforest Action Net- 
rived at NAALFPO reporting that 4,000 more in California, the ALF torched a University work (RAN) protested the $ 700-billion Wall 

captive mink had been released, this time in of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), van. This Street bailout and the entire economic sys- 

Aldergrove, British Columbia, Canada. The makes it the second recent UCLA van arson tern by scaling the 40-foot flagpoles behind 

now-free mink were released near Aldergrove that, along with the theft of three other the Merrill Lynch bull statue in New York's 

Lake Park, which the communique states will UCLA vans, has been intended as a message financial district and hanging a' 150-square- 

provide 200 acres of wetlands in which the j r , foot US flag with "Foreclosed?" written 

mink will be able to survive. simply across it. On the ground below the 

Next, on September 10, between 100 and * flagpole climbers, more than 30 people ral- 

150 mink were freed in Scio, Oregon, from the .< ,■ lied against Wall Street's financial practices. 

S&N Mink Farm. The reporting communique M RAN's Global Finance Campaign has, for 

explained the that the rescuers were "inspired Xw the last eight years, urged US financial in- 

by the recent liberations in Utah and British -S v stitutions to curtail their perpetual large 

Columbia." Describing the scene inside the investments in environmentally unsustain- 

farm, they wrote of thousands more mink at i'~\ py / ''X\ able and socially unjust projects. However, 

the farm, "crammed sometimes six and seven MtU j N according to one of the flagpole climbers, 

at a time into filthy, feces-encrusted cages.” "Today's crisis can be tomorrow's opportu- 

The farm also held foxes, which were "yearn- nity. Our financial system is collapsing, and 

ing to be free, rattling their own cages with /vs, KC(V yjsggSsa*. we now have an historic chance to address 

vengeance." v (Wr>L these problems." 

On September 22, a fourth mink liberation, ■/'\'\\ 

this time at the Lodder Fur Farm in Kaysville, f \ World Farm Animals Day Brings 

Utah, was reported. It included the release of (/ f Some Freedom 

an astounding 10,000 mink, the destruction J In honor of World Vegetarian Day (Octo- 

of all of the farm's breeding records, and the f /\\ ' f T ^ er ^ anc * Wor ^ Farm .Animals Day (Oc- 

vandalizing of trucks and an electric perim- If XT' \ tober 2), two lambs, two chickens and 10 

eter fence. \ UrfN hens were liberated from exploitative farms 

The Aldergrove ALF summed it up: "Op- y' A \ J vU? on October 1 in Aotearoa (New Zealand), 

eration Bite Back is in full force. Let these ( J \) / According a communique received by Ani- 

arrows be our tears '* / 1 \y mal Liberation Aotearoa from anonymous 

The ALF started the anti-fur-industry I activists, "The myth of Aotearoa 's clean, 

Operation Bite Back in the early 1990s. r~ green countryside masks a deadly truth: that 

^ this countryside is home to pain, suffering 

Decrying Monsanto in Melbourne to the UCLA to stop promoting and con- and murder. When you drive in the country. 
In Melbourne, Australia, on August 27, the ducting vivisection. what you see is land stolen from indigenous 

Earth Liberation Front (ELF) vandalized the of- The communique read in part, "New inhabitants, hills and streams stripped of 
fice of Monsanto-owned Seminis, a company classes, expensive books, oh, and burning their native forest cover and animals trapped 
that sells GM fruit and vegetable seeds. The vans. That's right, we are back to work.... on pastoral and factory farms. These animals 
ELF scrawled all over the building, declaring Let's... hope that the UCLA regents make are waiting to be killed, their babies ripped 
Seminis "scum," among other things. some good choices so that we don't have away from them and their bodies abused." 
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Earth First! Roadshow 

Spring and Summer 2009 

by EF! Roadshow Crew 

From the Earth First! Organizers' Conference and Winter Rendez- 
vous in the Sonoran desert this February to the Round River Rendez- 
vous in Cascadia this Summer, a band of eco-rebels will be crossing 
the US empire to renew a fighting movement that can stop this in- 
dustrial nightmare from choking the life out of the Earth. 

The need for resistance in solidarity with the wild has never been 
louder or clearer than it is today; the roadshow is a great tool for 
growing that resistance. The origin of Earth First! itself is credited to 
a few roadshows that kicked it all off in the early 1980s. Building on 
this tradition, we are akin to a fellowship crossing Middle Earth to 
amass insurgents to face Mordor head-on. 

Listservs and Websites Aren't Enough 

This roadshow's primary intention is to strengthen our radical 
grassroots ecological network. For almost 30 years, we have been an 
organized voice bridging conservation biology, grassroots community 
organizing, road blockading and eco-sabotage. In the past five years, 
we have seen our numbers and experience-level in the EF! movement 
decline drastically. Yet, our place has never been more urgent. New 
groups are popping up across the country, but they are detached from 
many of the groups, history and skills that came before them. We 
can't afford to stumble and make the same mistakes over again. 

We need to reconnect to the multi-generational aspect of Earth 
First!, which has fallen by the wayside in recent years. We heed to 
broaden our network's base — from radical rural grandparents to revo- 
lutionary urban youth. We need to re-establish lost relationships with 
scholars and scientists who resonate with us. We need to re-inspire 
musicians and artists to contribute their passion to our battles. 

When it comes down to it, solid movements are based on strong 
personal relationships, and real relationships don't go very far over 
the internet. We need face-to-face interactions to build trust — and 
support — for each other. 

For the Life of the Earth First! Journal 

At a time when internet communication is facilitating the end of 



print media, including many mainstream news 
outlets, we are challenged to sustain our move- 
ment's basic, primary medium of communica- 
tion: the printed Earth First! Journal. Doing this 
means boosting the subscription/distribution 
base, plain and simple. And the re"'"'- 1 — ™ 
chance to do that across the counti 

If, or when, the lights go out, 
three decades of photos and stories that we can 
hold in our hands, read out loud to each other 
by firelight and pass on to the next generations. 

The EF! Journal has survived where other ac- 
tivist publications have faded because there is a base of community 
support and movement input that is rare in other print media proj- 
ects. If this publication is lost, it will be a blow to all of our efforts 
to defend our land, our water, our neighborhoods, our animal-re- 
lations and the entire amazing wild process of life's evolution on 
this planet. 


Where Are We Going? 

If you live in the US, there is a good chance that we will be coming 
close enough to your home for you to get involved. The Earth First! 
Roadshow will be starting at the Organizers' Conference in Arizona 
and ending at the Round River Rendezvous in Cascadia. The sched- 
ule so far looks roughly like this: 

March: from the Deserts into the Swamps 
April: through the Foothills up to the Northwoods 
May: across the Great Lakes and the Great Plains 
June: around the Wild Rockies out to the Pacific Coast 
Do you want to set up a quick stop at the lqcal community center 
or college campus? Does your community want to plan a three-day 
regional weekend gathering with direct action trainings and sessions 
on Earth First! history, vision and strategy? Or maybe something in 
between? Are there pending action plans that we could lend support to 
en route? A primary goal of the tour is to build the skill-base of our net- 
work. If you are looking to have specific areas of interest covered, let us 
know; and we can tailor the stops to meet local/regional desires. 

For more information, or to join or book a stop, contact (330) 
423-1823; earthfirstroadshow@gmail.com; www.earthfirstroadshow. 
wordpress.com. 


A 


(a tale from the Berkeley oaks) 


by KP, Cricket and Millipede • 

Why should a wilderness defense move- 
ment concern itself with urban treesitting? 
Is it really worth it — risking our lives, our 
freedom, expending tremendous amounts of 
time/ energy and resources — to save trees that 
aren't even a forest? Also, is nonviolence al- 
ways the way to go? We were an urban treesit 
that defended itself against violent extraction 
attacks. Here are some of our stories. 

"They came from everywhere: from across 
the country and over borders, and some from 
just down the street," reflected Karen Pickett, 
a long-time Earth First! organizer. "Where 
the people who scrambled up the trees in 
Berkeley's Memorial Oak Grove did not come 
from is the usual places, like other treesits 
and various EF! direct action campaigns." 

"Many of us were only vaguely political 
travelling kids wandering the country look- 
ing for something to do, someplace to be for 
a while, when we washed up in the Bay area 
and heard about, the oak grove," said tree 
itter Millipede. "The grove was like a sweet 
slice of autonomy that was very appealing to 
me. Having the big wide open squat in town 
be a-tree village was an incredible thing. The 
usual culture of self-destruction gave way to 
something much more interesting...." 

The grove attracted a cross-section of heart- 
felt, talented people who grew together into 
a strong and loving community. The more 
repression the cops, the extractors and the 
university brought down on us (UC Berkeley 
holds claim on the land), the more allies we 
found that we had. 

"Maybe the best thing that ever happened 
to us was last November when the university 
decided that it was going to starve out the 
treesit," said Millipede. 

They erected a double barbed wire fence 
and posted a heavy police and security pres- 
ence around our encampment, waiting to ar- 
rest anybody associating themselves with us. 
After a few lean weeks in the trees, we had 
a Thanksgiving Day action. Students, neigh- 
bors, the Native community, environmental 
activists and a group of older women who lat- 
er grew to become the Grandmothers for the 
Oaks came out, all very determined to get us 
water and food. The action was a success, and 


for a long time the police were unwilling to 
physically stop or arrest elder women for do- 
ing resupply. The Grandmothers kept com- 
ing back every week. And our grandmothers 
ate tough. Ms. Barbara charged a police line 
in her motorized wheel chair to get someone 
water one time. Stephanie had to walk with 
a cane for weeks and get her ankle x-rayed 
after police (crying behind their sunglasses) 
threw her to the ground in a food and water 
scuffle. Bev-I's been arrested god knows how 
many times.... 



Scaffolding goes up around Redwood. 


While treesitting is notorious for attract- 
ing a following of mostly young, white men, 
we found ourselves among a diverse and 
mostly harmonious community in the can- 
opy. Monday Moon Day, our weekly sister 
circle, grounded the campaign in a strong 
(trans inclusive) female presence — both on 
the ground and in the trees. Additionally, 
people of color have been involved in all lev- 
els of this campaign. Most of the treesitters, 
in the end, were people of color. 

According to treesitter Cricket, "We crea- 
ted a family.... It became a struggle about so 
much more than a grove of trees; we created 
a community. 

"One of the most important things about 
the oak grove was the defense of the treesit." 
added Cricket. "In June, our tree village was 
attacked by numerous climbers, five cherry 
pickers and a giant 300-foot crane, and po- 
lice from all over California to hold back the 
crowd gathered on the ground. Very often in 
the US, people hold out in hard-to-get-to pla- 
ces or they lock down to make extraction last 


longer. We chose a different approach. Treesi- 
tters damaged or took equipment, threw piss 
and escalated to throwing shit. In some cases, 
when extractors attacked people, treesitters 
were not afraid to fight back. It took 23 hours 
over the course of two days to destroy our tree 
village and cut our traverse lines.... Eventu- 
ally, some people had to do some weeks in 
jail. In the end, we had poured all of our time, 
energy and passion into the oak grove, and 
we all felt that it was worth it." 

After the June extractions, the treesit per- 
sisted for months, but at a dwindled and 
hardened capacity. Police clashed with 
grandmothers and other ground supporters, 
attempting to starve the remaining treesit- 
ters out. A 24-hour encampment swelled on 
both sides of the police barrcicades surround- 
ing the treesit, andAhe legal team persisted, 
always buying us more and more time. The 
last stand of the Berkeley treesit started where 
it began, in a redwood tree sometimes called 
Helen, but usually just Redwood. Redwood 
was occupied first by Zachary Running Wolf, 
and protected by Huck Finn, Nesto, Mando 
and Shem to the bitter end. 

The four remaining treesitters, confined to 
the redwood tree by "strategic pruning" (a 
battle in itself), watched for several days as 
the grove was cut down around them. On 
September 9, a scaffolding structure took 
shape, surrounding the redwood tree. The 
chief of police appeared in the bucket of a 
300-foot crane. Finally, surrounded by cops 
and extractors on all sides, the university of- 
fered a deal to the treesitters. They promised 
to form a committee for community input 
in future land use decisions by UC Berkeley 
if the treesitters would come down. As a final 
slap in the face, the university now refuses to 
acknowledge the September 9 agreement and 
shows no signs of moving forward on it with 
the community. "Another broken tree-ty," 
Zachary Running Wolf has said. 

A thin strip of trees is all that remains of 
the grove where many friends once stood. 
They have been cut down, dug out and ea- 
ten by giant machines. The longest running 
urban tree sit in North American history has 
drawn to a close. 

Says Karen Picket, "Now the trees are gone. 
The revolutionary spirit grows." 
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by Jeff Muskrat 

It's official! Or, at least as official 
as you can get as far as a promise 
from another greenwashed capi- 
talist corporation. Nanning Creek 
and Fern Gully have been prom- 
ised by Mendocino Redwoods 
Company (MRC) head forester 
Mike Jani to be "protected." It's 
hard to believe this news, or to 
accept this promise from an em- 
. ployee of a corporation owned by 
GAT (the clothing company). 

I. have to admit that I am be- 
, yond shocked. It's almost as if 
I will wake up from this dream 
where dedicated activists actually 
win the three- and six-year long 
battles, against the infamous, 
now bankrupt, Pacific Lumber 
(PL), which was recently bought 
by Humboldt Redwoods Company 
(HRC). I'm even more shocked about 
how cooperative and helpful MRC/ 

HRC has been. Good intentions and 
public relations aside, I only hope 
MRC/HRC keeps its word about not 
cutting our old growth. I still don’t 
agree with what MRC/HRC calls sus- 
tainable forestry, which actually uses 
mono-cropped trees along with her- 
bicides and clearcuts to manage crip- 
pled forests. 

All company politics aside, we have 
such a noble victory to celebrate! So 
many wonderful and dedicated peo- 
ple were involved in the Nanning 
Creek and Fern Gully actions over 
these years, whether' it was lo- 
cal businesses who 1 donated the 
bread of the movement, or spe- 
cialized and daring climbers who 
risked their lives to be the first up 
in these amazing trees. Thanks to 
the many caring and concerned 
community members to equip 
treesitters with gear to make them 
safe and comfortable,. and to those 
who spent hundreds of nights oh 
the trails, hiking in gear and sup- 
plies instead of sleeping. 

Above all (great pun), ' there 
- were the treesitters. These are the 
hue heroes and heroines of both 
campaigns. Imagine the patience 
and dedication it took for these 
people to stay calmly and peace- 
fully in a coast redwood hundreds 
of feet above the ground to eat food that 
was dumpstered or sometimes half-eaten 
by tree critters, like pesky-but-cute flying 
squirrels. To drink creek water full Of tan- 
nins and silt. To suffer from dysentery and 
persistent staph infections. To wonder how 
long it will be until you see someone from 
the ground, or sit hoping the loggers won't 
return to hurl insults and shoot their guns 
in the air. 

Not everyone involved in forest defense 
can be a treesitter. It takes a very special 
type of person. I could never stay long my- 
self; I got too stir crazy while trying to live 


HRC president Mike lani visited forest'defenders persynally to deliver the news. 


Patience and Leaner, two trees at Fern Gully 




David "Gypsy" Chain, happily in the canopy at the Liberty sit 


sheet of plywood suspended high above the 
ground. I, along with those others who did 
the ground work and understood the sanc- 
tity of what we were trying to accomplish, 
always felt that the Sitters deserved the best 
that we could get for them. 

Our tactics were never compromised. Our 
actions were always peaceful and nonvio- 
lent actions. . Safety was of the utmost im- 
portance, especially concerning climbing, 
dealing with the cops and social interactions. 

So many beautiful, wonderful and diverse 
activists came through these majestic for- 
ests. It's amazing to meet people who are, 


the same goals and passions 
for protecting life and doing 
what is truly right. It is easier 
to advocate for humans and 
animals, because most human 
beings can feel compassion for 
both. It is harder for our society 
to recognize the importance of. 
protecting all lifeforms, includ- 
ing trees, because most people 
are too busy to consider their 
individual impact on the larger 
scale of existence. There is noth- 
ing sacred, unfortunately, for 
the few who control us and our 
environment. 

We had so mucn diversity in 
our movement, particuiariv for 
the Pacific Northwest. We had 
international sitters. We had sit- 
ters who would stay one night, 
others who would stay for a few 
years. We had visitors who climbed 
hundreds of feet for an interview 
or just to give a treesitter a hug. 
Complete stranger's yvould hike out 
to bring food, dump out piss jugs, 
bury- shitbuckets and have the time 
of their lives dodging cops and se- 
curity on the way up or down steep 
hills. People sent up cookies baked 
with love and kindness. Lifelong 
friendships were forged. Many of 
us would have returned season after 
season, year after year and even de- 
cade after decade to defend both of 
the groves. 

Treesitting was never a guar- 
anteed solution to prevent the 
destruction of both groves. If we 
waited out the time limits that - 
the groves were allowed by the 
California Department of Forestry 
(CDF), there was still the uncer- 
tainty of what would happen in 
the future. PL ignored offers to 
buy the groves, even from major 
conservation groups. However, 
PL's plunder of the forests finally 
timed out. 

Sadly, most of the more than 
200,000 acres owned bv PL has 
been stripped of the old growth, 
along with much of the second 
growth. In 2008, more than 22 
years after MAXXAM took control 
of the once local and somewhat 
sustainable PL, 10 years after forest 
defender "Gypsy" was murdered 
by a tree faller, Humboldt forest defenders 
can say that treesitting does work. It seems 
to me that- peaceful, nonviolent actions 
can be safer, sustainable and most effective 
high in the branches of the trees, protected 
and free from the chaos and confusion of 
society below. 

May the forests be with you, may you 
be the light you wish to see in this world, 
arid may you seize the opportunity to do 
something courageous, inspiring and cre- 
ative to build the World we all dream of 
and deserve. 

For more information, visit www.efhumboldt. 


porti'ons of my life on a four-by-eight-foot our universal brothers and sisters, who have org; www.humboldtforestdefense.blogspot.com. 
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BY DONNY 

In the early morning of Sep- 
tember 15, Sali Eiler was bru- 
tally raped and murdered in a 
ramshackle cabin outside of San 
Jose del Pacifico, in the southern 
mountains of the Mexican state 
of Oaxaca. Sali's death has come 


was primarily a coordinator of 
supplies for the Mariposa cross- 
ing, outside of Nogales, Sonora/ 
Arizona. She devoted her time 
to organizing food deliveries to 
a camp on the Mexican side of 
the border where immigrants are 
brought after they are caught il- 
legally crossing through the US. 


to killing Sali and promptly had dominance actively address those 
the living crap beat out of him. issues — within "ourselves and our 
Eventually, the beating stopped commuriities. Too many wim- 
and the scumbag was handed min have suffered. For the sakes 
over to the police. of Sali, Kirsten and wimmin ev- 

Those of us who knew Sali erywhere, this needs to stop, 
well will remember her as an Donny still finds it hard to foe- 
inspiration. While only 20 years lieve that he'll never see Sali again. 
old, she had been traveling He's hoping she's somewhere with 


as a crushing blow to many ac- Sali was also a contributor to since she was 15, living exactly lots of space to belly dance. 


tivists in the US and Mexico. 

Sali, 20, was living in Oaxaca 
City at the time of her death. 
She had been living and work- 
ing with the Indigenous Popu- 
lar Council of Oaxaca-Ricardo 
Flores Magon (CIPO) off and 
on since the Summer of 2007. 
CIPO is a community-based or- 
ganization that stands up for 
the rights of poor and native 
communities in Oaxaca. Most 
recently, Sali had been acting 
as a witness for people facing 
repression. Before her death, 
she had been staying with the 
family of a witness to the mur- 
der of Earth Firstler Brad Will in 
Oaxaca City in 2006. Because 
of her unyielding commitment 
to defending the human rights 
of Oaxacans in danger, Sali re- 
cently noticed that she'd begun 
to be followed around Oaxaca 
City. It's unknown if this had 
anything to do with her death. 

When not in Mexico, Sali lived 
primarily in Tucson, Arizona. 
Born and raised in Eugene, Ore- 
gon, Sali's primary home for the 
last few years has been Tucson. 

Sali has been involved in a 
wide array of campaigns. In 
2003, going by her forest name, 
Ratty, she was active with the all- 
womyn treesit in Unit 6 of the 
Straw Devil timber sale in her 
native Oregon. Two years later, 
Sali was the youngest persyn ar- 
rested defending an area known 
as the Biscuit timber sale — the 
largest timber sale in US history. 

More recently, while in Tuc- 
son, Sali was heavily involved 
in No More Deaths, a group 
dedicated to helping immigrants 
crossing the Mexico-US border 
stay alive by leaving water in 
the desert and monitoring vari- 
ous known immigrant trails. Sali 


the Earth First! Journal, writing 
about indigenous resistance to 
illegal logging in the mountains 
of Oaxaca. When in Tucson, she 
brought smiles and laughter to 
the Journal’s mailing parties. 

In addition, Sali sang in the 
Tucson-based punk band, Cizana. 
I had the good fortune to play 
drums in Cizana with her. We 
just completed a three-week tour 
through Mexico in June, letting 
Sali off on the southern end of the 
tour to travel back to Oaxaca and 
resume her work with CIPO. The 
outpouring of support since Sali 
has died from the people we met 
on that tour has been amazing. 
She is certainly one who touched 
an incredible amount of people 
very deeply. 

Sali's body was discovered 
on September 24, 10 days after 
she died, by a man who was 
feeding some dogs and smelled 
something disturbing. She was 
identified within a day, but the 
Mexican government did not 
seem interested in investigating 
what had happened. Instead, 
friends of hers in Oaxaca, trav- 
eling to various locales and call- 
ing other friends on the ph’one, 
connected the dots and located 
her killer. 

The killer showed up at a 
popular squatted community 
space in Mexico City with stab 
wounds and bruises (inflicted 
by Sali during his attack on her). 
After punks at the squat ques- 
tioned him and verified infor- 
mation with people in San Jose 
del Pacifico, Sali's friends were 
convinced they had the murderer. 
They threw a party on Septem- 
ber 26, explicitly to get the psy- 
chopath in a certain place at a 
certain time. The killer showed 
up, was confronted, admitted 


the life she wanted to live. She 
was one of those special people 
who know what they want and 
seize it. She was full of energy 
and passion, obsessively belly 
dancing at every chance she 
got, playing her banjo when 
she found a moment and inject- 
ing a sense of light-heartedness 
into the lives of those around 
her. At a memorial in Tucson 
the night many of us found out 
about her death, I couldn't sup- 
press an image of Sali seeing all 
of us devastated and mournful, 
coming up to the circle with a 
wry grin, saying, "Shiiiat, y'all 
are some suckaasss. Get up and 
dance, chikitossss!" 

A few days after the news of 
Sali's death spread among her 
friends in the US, the body of 
Kirsten Brydum, a San Francisco- 
based activist, was found in New 
Orleans with multiple gunshot 
wounds in her head. Kirsten 
was an organizer with the Really 
Really Free Market in San Fran- 
cisco. At the time of her death, 
she was on a speaking tour with 
a group seeking to link anarchist 
projects around the US. Many 
people die every day, but it's so 
hard to function' when these 
genuinely good people, coming 
from the same general commu- 
nity of activists, die in so narrow 
a timeframe. 

It can be tempting to speculate 
that the US or Mexican govern- 
ments were somehow involved 
in both of these deaths (as some 
have done), but we need to real- 
ize that, broader than a focused 
government crackdown on spe- 
cific activists, general violence 
against wimmin remains a tragi- 
cally widespread problem. It's 
so crucial that those of us who 
perpetuate patriarchy and male 
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BY ROCKSLIDE -*• 

Like salmon coming home to spawn, every four years the two ma- 
jor political parties in the US come together for a week of posturing 
and partying in what they call the Democratic National Convention 
(DNC) and the Republication National Convention (RNC). And like 
bears to a salmon run, protesters from all over the country come to 
try to disrupt these political spectacles. Every four years, we organize 
mass mobilizations to protest the political powers that be and make 
our voices heard over the din of politics. Invariably, this culminates 
in mass demonstrations and direct action, mass police repression 
and arrests, and usually no significant impact on the symbolic politi- 
cal hullabaloo going on inside. While on a tactical level, the DNC 
was no exception (disruption of the actual DNC proceedings was 
low), the bonds created and strengthened during the protest orga- 
nizing were invaluable. The DNC protests succeeded in generating 
momentum and propelling organized folks on to the RNC, where 
much more direct street action was seen. The DNC also saw a height- 
ened focus on environmental issues, continuing the trend of land 
issues taking a prominent role in anti-capitalist struggles. 

^BreaMn'^Klaw The Buildup and Action 

There was much speculation and excitement in the lead-up to 
the DNC. Unconventional Action, a loose national network of an- 
archists and anti-authoritarians, worked to draw parallels between 
the two conventions and oppose them as manifestations of a single 
failed political system. Unconventional Denver organized four days 
of diverse actions to disrupt the DNC. During the planning, it dis- 
cussed how the protests and the convention would negatively affect 
local communities with $50 million being funneled to local law en- 
forcement to further oppress homeless folks and other communities 
already being stepped on. The DNC was billed as the greenest con- 
vention ever, and a need to seriously confront green capitalism was 
also a component of the protests. 

The first day of protests was the Sunday before the convention 
started, August 24. It was a day of liberal anti-war marches organized 
by Recreate '68 (R68) and the Alliance for Real Democracy (ARD). A 
few thousand people showed up to lethargically protest within the 
limited and isolated "approved parade route." Once that anti-war 
rally finished, the ARD-organized "funk the war" march took off 
from the other side of the city and made its way peacefully down 
the sidewalk toward downtown. Upon reaching downtown, Uncon- 
ventional Denver lead a much more rowdy breakaway, Reclaim the 
Streets-style march down the main pedestrian mall and into the 
streets of the financial district, blocking traffic and the light rail 
system with 800-900 folks dancing to sound systems hidden within 
large pink tanks. Proclaiming "no hope in capitalism," the anar- 
chists had the day, disrupting the flow of the DNC before it started 

and making a ruck- 
us in front of the 
major downtown 
delegate hotels. 

Independent of 
the main Sunday 
actions, a group of 
EFlers pulled off a 
Yes Men-style, po- 
litical theater ac- 
tion at one of the 
corporate "sustain- 
ability" fairs where 
green capitalists 
were busy hawking 
their wares. Posing 
as representatives 
of the Green Coal 
Advocacy Board, 

well dressed EFlers passed out free samples of green coal (coal spray 
painted green) to unsuspecting attendees. Attendees were finally let 
in on the secret with a pamphlet stating that the only way to make 
coal green was to paint it. After passing out hundreds of chunks of 
green coal to confused and amused passersby, the leftover coal was 
confiscated by riot cops who considered it a weapon. (They were 
right — Against the planet!) 

Hot on the success of the Sunday action, radicals plunged into the 
Monday night anti-capitalism bloc and the no-business-as-usual dis- 
ruption of parties and fundraisers. The plan was to assemble the black 
bloc within the Festival of Democracy, an event with music and ac- 
tivities happening in Civic Center Park and being organized by R68. 
The plan hit a snag when the thousands of attendees expected by R68 
failed to materialize and the park was dominated by people there for 
the black bloc. This lead to the police surrounding the park. After at- 
tempts to step off the march, the bloc was met by pepper spray and 
riot cops, ending with the march corralled a half-block into down- 
town. When all Was said and done, about 100 people were arrested 
on Monday evening, which curtailed fundraiser disruption actions 
planned for later in the night. Blockading plans slated for Tuesday 
were called off so folks could regroup and be ready for Wednesday. 



ground 



'enver's Capitol J 


On Wednesday, events heated up again with a rowdy, unpermit- 
ted march against green capitalism, with about 500 people snaking 
through downtown Denver. The march started with an impassioned 
speech by a veteran EFler and made its way past the headquarters 
and corporate offices of such DNC funders as Connoco Phillips, 
Newmont Mining, Encana Oil, CH2Mhill, Xcel Energy and Utility 
Engineering Corporation (which is involved in 1-69 construction). 
In front of thousands of onlookers, we loudly proclaimed a need for 
solutions to the global climate crisis beyond the farce of a greener 
capitalism. We passed leaflets out during the march telling folks just 
what we were up to (one thing lacking from other actions). Overall, 
the anti-green-capitalism march was a success in causing a specta- 
cle that counteracted the Democrats' green image and got into the 
heads of unsuspecting political tourists. 

From the anti-green-capitalism march, it was off to the Iraq Veter- 
ans Against the War (IVAW) march where Rage Against the Machine 
and other musicians were 
wrapping up a free concert 
to thousands of demon- 
strators. A contingent of 
Iraq veterans in full uni- 
form lead 5,000 supporters 
on a permit-free four-mile 
trek directly to the Pepsi 
Center where the demo- 
crats were having their ral- 
ly. The IVAW intended on 
marching directly into the 
police line to deliver a let- 
ter demanding an end to the war, expecting to be arrested. Instead, 
the police avoided a media disaster and tried leading the veterans 
into the freedom cage (whoops!). Eventually the Democrats agreed 
to meet with a representative of IVAW. IVAW called the march a suc- 
cess, but left the rest of the folks at the march itching for a fight. 

Thursday, the final day of protest, yielded an immigrants' rights 
march which saw a thousand or so folks marching on an overpass 
next to Mile High Stadium, where Barack Obama was to give his 
acceptance speech. 

Outcomes and Lessons 

While we did hot succeed in shutting down the DNC or signif- 
icantly disrupting the proceedings inside the Pepsi Center, there 
were a lot of positive outcomes and lessons to take home from the 
convergence. First, anarchists were by far the strongest and best or- 
ganized group at the t>NC protests. Using our anti-authoritarian 
and horizontal organizing structures, we were able to stay above 
the internal divisive politics of hierarchical organizing seen in the 
other protest groups. We took center stage in the media during the 
week, and consistently turned out the most effective and creative 
actions, despite fewer numbers and smaller budgets than other pro- 
test groups. Sadly, we relied too much in our tactical planning on 
large crowds drawn by other groups. These crowds never material- 
ized, leaving us at a disadvantage in some of our actions. In the 
future, we need to bring the crowds and have those crowds ready 
for action. 

We were also successful at framing political debate in terms of re- 
sisting capitalism and the political system. We were able to tie ideas 
such as ecological devastation, the police state and war together 
within the larger framework of oppression brought on us by capital- 
ism and authoritarian government in a way that seemed concise and 
well reasoned. 

Most importantly, we gained strength and experience by coming to- 
gether to organize a mass mobilization with diverse folks from across 
the country. We were left feeling energized and excited for the RNC 
and whatever ties ahead. One of the goals of the DNC protests was to 
energize folks for the RNC and leave them hungry for more. 

Other lessons included not biting off more than we could chew, 
and having contingency plans for however many people show up 
to an‘ action. Spreading ourselves thin over four days of action led 
to hastily planned and overlapping actions, which ended up not 
happening due to limited resources. We learned that starting the 
organizing process early is also a must. Unconventional Denver did 
not finalize our action plan until January 2008, which did not leave 
enough time to spread the message effectively across the country 
and give people ample time to mobilize their own communities for 
the protests. , 

From an environmental standpoint, there were successes and 
interesting notes from the DNC. The anti-green-capitalism march 
against the corporations supporting the DNC and destroying our 
Earth brought home the point that environmental destruction is 
intimately linked to the capitalist and political system and that 
these issues need to be addressed together. Actions like the green 
coal handout are important in getting this message into people's 
minds and countering the massive greenwashing going on. The 
clean coal lobby was out in force at the DNC, passing out fans and 
buttons touting the virtues of clean coal without even explaining 
what it is. It is smokescreen campaigns like clean coal that need to 
be forcefully countered. — ► 
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TUBS 


continued from page 1 

Eight alleged "leaders" of the Welcoming . 
Committee were held for nearly the duration 
of the convention. Nonetheless, we kept or- 
ganizing all week — showing that authorities 
still don't understand the concept of lead- 
erless groups! The real result of the climate 
created by the raids, though, became clear 
on Monday. 

Monday, September 1: Turnout for the peace 
demonstration is smaller than expected. At 
noon, blockades go up, mostly soft and mobile. 
The National Guard arrives. Tear gas and pepper 
spray waft through the city. Journalists and med- 
ics are not safe from brutality. Police mass-arrest 
a crowd (mostly bystanders) under the Mississip- 
pi's bluffs. Above all, activists mix with delegates 
forced to leave their busses and walk to the con- 
vention hall. The black bloc targets property; the 
riot police target everybody. Shortened ostensibly 
due to Hurricane Gustav, the convention none- 
theless goes on. Hundreds are arrested. 

We witnessed an exciting influx of young 
and newer activists but we had a decided 
shortage of activists more experienced at 
direct action. Regardless, the wide diversity 
of actions in St. Paul brought the numbers- 
and makes us optimistic about the next few 
years. Even after windows were smashed and 
squad cars trashed, local organizers across 
the political spectrum remained united 
against the emerging police state. 

The corporate news described hundreds of 
anarchists belonging to the RNC Welcoming 


Committee wrecking mayhem. We wish our 
"criminal anarchist enterprise" was that big! 
In reality, up to 1,000 people acted autono- 
mously under their own banners: Freedom 
or Death, Bash Back, Funk the War. On the 
street, solidarity was strong. The medics, le- 
gal team, kitchen, communications team 
(until they were raided) and independent 
media all brought their (A) game. 

Tuesday, September 2: Members of the Oceti 
Sakowin (Seven Council Fires) of the Dakota 
Oyate reclaim land surrounding Coldwater 
Spring, near the site of the Minnehaha Free 
State. Claiming their inherent right to this sa- 
cred site, they conduct ceremonies and establish 
a camp for cultural teaching. After facing off 
with Homeland Security, they receive a four-day 
permit and camp until Saturday. 

To . end the day, the Poor People's Campaign 
leads an unpermitted march, riddled with un- 
dercovers, four miles through downtown. After 
finishing at sunset, the crowd is chased up the 
street by tear gas and met by concussion gre- 
nades coming from the opposite direction. 

Police tactics on the street were intense, 
but the police state also manifests itself in 
less obvious ways. We see direct parallels bet- 
ween the tactics of local, state and federal 
law enforcement in Minnesota, and the tac- 
tics used by federal agents against Earth and 
animal liberatiohists across the continent. 

Unsurprisingly, the tactics of the Green 
Scare are now being used against all radical 
organizers. This includes defining effective 


arid necessary political activism as terror- 
ism (Minnesota defines terrorism as an act 
that interferes with the "exercise, opera- 
tion or conduct of government [or] lawful 
commerce"); conspiracy charges aimed at 
groups solely responsible for logistical or- 
ganizing, reminiscent of the SHAC 7 case 
(see EF!J November-December 2006); and 
the use of paid informants, against both 
the Welcoming Committee and various af- 
finity groups. 

Thursday again, September 4: The convention 
goes out with a bang — actually, flash-bangs. 
Anti-war marchers play cat-and-mouse with the 
storm troopers until police use snowplows to cor- 
ral and arrest 396 people after dark. 

In all, more than 800 people were arres- 
ted while resisting the convention or while 
trapped in the police riots. Hundreds, of free- 
dom fighters were charged with felonies. 
Thus far, only about two dozen felonies have 
stuck, and, with pressure, charges may still be 
reduced. 

If you remember one thing from St. Paul, 
we ask that it be this: In the eyes of the gov- 
ernment, we may be terrorists simply for 
talking about direct action, but we are sup- 
porting state-issued terrorism by not doing 
actions the way we want them to be done. 

See you in the streets, the courts and the 
forests. 

For more information, visit www.mc8.org; 
www. coldsnaplegal . org; www. twincities. 
indymedia.org. 



A wave of protesters in Minnesota 


More than 800 arrests were 
made during the RNC this year 
in St. Paul, Minnesota, though 
a vast majority of these num- 
bers currently have not been 
charged. Aside from the RNC 8 
there are fourteen individuals 
facing felony charges to date. 
Many of the more serious arrests 
have been connected to FBI in- 
formants, who yet again, plague 
our communities and actions. 

Significant arrests include: 

•David McKay, arrested in 
conjunction with a residential 
search warrant, and Bradley 
Crowder, arrested for disorderly 
conduct — bdth from Austin, 
Texas. They are being charged 


with "unlawful possession of fire- 
arms" — namely Molotov cock- 
tails — and face up to 10 years in 
prison. Their cases are the result 
of an investigation by an FBI 
Joint Terrorism Task Force. Both 
men were unknowingly working 
with two FBI informants. McKay 
and Crowder have been indicted 
and remain incarcerated in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota. 

•Matthew DePalma, from 
Flint, Michigan, who was also 
arrested for possession of Molo- 
tov cocktails, is being charged 
with "possession of unregistered 
firearms." DePalma unknow- 
ingly shared his plans with an 
FBI informant who has been 


working with the FBI for at least 
five years. Jarringly similar to the 
case of Eric McDavid, the infor- 
mant allegedly asked DePalma 
to contact him once in Minne- 
apolis, and allegedly drove him 
around to buy the supplies to 
construct the Molotov cocktails 
he was arrested for possessing. 
DePalma also faces up to 10 
years in prison if convicted. 

•Jason Sparks, from Frid- 
ley, Minnesota, was arrested 
on "criminal destruction of 
property" charges for allegedly 
smashing a window at a First 
National Bank Building in St. 
Paul. Though masked in the 
photos that led to his arrest, 


Sparks' dyed hair and facial 
piercing were used as alleged ev- 
idence to link him to the crime, 
as was another photo of Sparks 
allegedly kicking a cop car. 

•David Mahoney, who trav- 
eled from Milwaukee, Wiscon- 
sin, faces two charges each of 
"terroristic threats" and "assult" 
for allegedly dropping a 50- 
pound sandbag off an interstate 
highway overpass in St. Paul. 
The bag landed harmlessly, out 
of the way of traffic. Authorities 
say Mahoney was identified by 
a visible tattoo. If convicted of 
these crimes, Mahoney faces up 
to twelve years in prison and a 
$24,000 in fines. 


[->■ As far as the DNC being the greenest event ever, there was little 
I sign of this beyond some recycling bins around town and a few hun- 
I dred free bikes available on loan to the public. Great excesses were 
I still seen in the lavish parties (crashed by many anarchists — wine 
I liberation!), and there were no truly sustainable policies discussed 
I within the convention. 

I Where To Go From Here 

I A lot of momentum generated leading up to the DNC and RNC 
I protests has carried over past the conventions. There is much dis- 
cussion going on as to where anarchists go from here as far as or- 
ganizing both locally and for future national convergences. There 
have also been talks of keeping the Unconventional Action network 
functioning to provide support for organizing strong, coordinated 
convergences and local actions. 

There have been call-outs for actions on November 5, the day after 
election day (arid it's Guy Fawkes Day!), and for a national convergence 


for the inauguration, in January. Actions beyond this will depend on 
how networks develop over the next month or two, and how the net- 
work holds up for these actions. From an Earth First! perspective, it is 
important to plug EF! campaigns into this national network and take 
advantage of national coordination efforts. 

From a local perspective, the DNC protests have mobilized radi- 
cal environmentalists in Colorado to form Colorado Earth First! to 
combat the resource extraction boom currently taking place here. 
From opposition to oil and gas development on the western slope 
of the Rockies to fighting coal and mineral mining across the state, 
look for more awesome actions coming out of Colorado. For more ' 
information, contact colorado_earthfirst@riseup.net. 

Rockslide is a mad-scientist, Cascadian kid who somehow ended up on 
the other side of the mountains in Denver. He is going to spend the winter 
rounding up all of the Earth Firstlers lurking around Colorado so they can 
raise hell with the drilling and mining companies. He also wants to shout 
out to all the kids in Unconventional Denver for being so badass. 
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Dear Friends, Family and Comrades, « — — ■■Vj 1HH — C/l Conspiracy charges serve a very particular 

We are the RNC 8: individuals targeted be- |H ||||B HE purpose: to criminalize dissent. They create a 

cause of our political beliefs and work orga- IH .. VH convenient method for incapacitating activ- 

nizing for protests at the 2008 Republican IH 3n< '/ 1 , TO L'W Mj ists, with the potential for diverting limited 

National Convention (RNC), in what appears . |H llBCmJ LP resources toward protracted legal battles and 

to be the first use of Minnesota's version of the H| terrorizing entire communities into silence 

USA PATRIOT Act. The eight of us are currently IB | 0T ~~ " and inaction. Though not the first conspiracy 

being charged with Conspiracy to Commit Riot IB { case against organizers— not even the first in 

in Furtherance of Terrorism, a second-degree QH . recent memory— our case may be precedent- 

felony that carries the possibility of seven and 7 setting. Minnesota's terrorism statutes have 

a half years in prison. We are writing to let you 1 never been enacted in this way before, and if 

know about our situation, to ask for support gb .j/M prosecutors win this case against us, these laws - 

and to offer words of hope. .. J< will only be strengthened as political repres- 

A little background: The RNC Welcoming j 8§ sion expands on ever-broader fronts. We view 

Committee was a group formed in late 2006 | J our case as an opportunity to demonstrate 

upon hearing that the 2008 RNC would be I y 1 J | ^ f | J community solidarity in the face of repression 

descending on Minneapolis-St. Paul, where HBbP b ° V*w& g and to establish a precedent of successful resis- 
we live, work and build community. The Wei- ¥ I 1 1 TT i T k y - I tance to the government's attempts to destroy 

coming Committee's purpose was to serve as | our movements. 

an anarchist/anti-authoritarian organizing |r j | | | j ^ ^1 Right now we are in the very early stages of a 

body, creating an informational and logistical ■■■■■■■ MMirritkii i. Iim legal battle that will require large sums of mon- 
framework for radical resistance to the RNC. ey and enormous personal resources. We have 

We spent more than a year and a half doing outreach, facilitating already been overwhelmed and humbled by the outpouring of sup- 
meetings throughout the country and networking folks of all politi- port locally and throughout the country, and are grateful for every- 
cal persuasions wha-shared a common interest in voicing dissent in thing that people have done for us. We now have a Twin Qties-based 
the streets of St. Paul while the GOP's machine chugged away inside support committee and are developing a national support network 
the convention. that we feel confident will help us through the coming months. 

In mid-August, 2008, the Welcoming Committee opened a conver- This immense initial show of solidarity has inspired us to turn 
gence center, a space for protesters to gather, eat, share resources and our attention back to the very issues that motivated us to organize 
build networks of solidarity. On August 29, as folks were finishing against the RNC in the first place. What's happening to us is part of 
dinner and sitting down to a movie, the Ramsey County Sheriff's De- a much broader and very serious problem. The fact is that we live in 
partment stormed in, guns drawn, ordering everyone to the ground, a police state. Some people first realized that in the streets of St. Paul 
This evening raid resulted in seized property (mostly literature). Af- during the convention, but many others live with this reality their 
ter being cuffed, searched and ID'd, the more than 60 individuals whole lives. People of color, poor and working class people, and im- 
inside were released. migrants are targeted and criminalized on a daily basis. We under- 

The next morning, the Sheriffs department executed search war- stand what that context suggests about the repression the eight of 
rants on three , houses, seizing personal and common household us face now. Because we are political organizers who have built solid 
items and arresting the first five of us: Monica Bicking, Garrett relationships through our work, because we have various forms of 
Fitzgerald, Erik 6seland, Nathanael Secor and Eryn Trimmer. Later privilege — some of us through our skin, some through our class and 
that day Luce Guillen-Givins was arrested leaving a public meeting some through our education — and because we have the resources to 
at a-park. Rob Czernik and Max Specktor were arrested on September invoke a national network of support, we are lucky, even as we are 
1, bringing the number to its present eight. All were held on prob- being targeted. 

able cause and released on $10,000 bail on September 4, the last day And so, while we ask for support in whatever form you are able to 
of the RNC. These arrests were preemptive, targeting known organiz- offer it, and while we need that support to stay free, we also ask that 
ers in an attempt to derail anti-RNC protests before the convention you think of our case as a late indicator of the oppressive climate.in 
had even begun. which we live. The best solidarity is to keep the struggle going, and 

Conspiracy charges expand upon the traditional notion of crime, we hope that supporting us can be a small part of broader move- 
Instead of condemning action, the very concept of conspiracy crimi- ments for social change, 
nalizes thought and camaraderie, the development of relationships, For better times and with love, 
the willingness to hope that our world might change and the realiza- — The RNC 8 

tion that we can be agents of that change. For more information or to donate, visit www.RNC8.org. 
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More Clampdowns 
Against the Six Nations 

Angered by the blockades and other forms 
of resistance that indigenous Six Nations peo- 
ple around Brantford, Ontario, Canada, have 
implemented to drive colonial developers off 
of their , land, the Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) have attempted to show their strength 
through a series of harassing arrests. 

In the September-October 2008 Earth First! 
Journal, there were accounts of native people 
going to development sites around Brant- 
ford and shutting down construction. They 
informed the workers that building would 
no longer be permitted, and then occupied 
the sites. 

More recently, on August 31, the OPP raided 
one of the construction blockade sites, arrest- 
ing two native teenagers. Later the same day, 
an indigenous man was pulled from his van 
by the OPP and held incommunicado for 


of her sister's car. "I feared she was under at- 
tack by skinheads, as there were several un- 
marked cars blocking her in." 

Jamieson turned her car around as quickly 
as she could and discovered skinhead-looking 
OPP and Brantford City Police officers sur- 
rounding her sister and the two teenag- 
ers — who were now being handcuffed. One 
of the youths was the son of Boots Powless, 
a prominent Six Nations activist and active 
member of the occupations around Brant- 
ford. Jamieson managed to place some to- 
bacco in the hands of the teens before they 
were hauled off to jail. 

Throughout these events, an issue that Six 
Nations activists keep reminding people of is 
that all of "Canada" is unceded land. The Six 
Nations members aren't Canadian and don't 
acknowledge the colonial laws settlers have 
placed upon them. Obviously, the OPP feels 
differently. 

For more information, visit www. 


another individual, state officials repeatedly 
returned to that persyn's parents' home and 
threatened the parents with arrest. Eventu- 
ally, an arrest warrant was threatened for 
the missing individual. 

Many of these acts of repression appear 
to be in response to the August arsons of a 
University of California professor's home and 
another professor's car (see EF!J September- 
October 2008). This roundup is the most re- 
cent in the ongoing repression that has hit 
Santa Cruz since the first house raid this past 
February (see EF!J May-June 2008). The same 
house was raided again after the August ar- 
sons mentioned above. 

It. is important to note that no one has 
publicly claimed responsibility for the Au- 
gust pyrotechnics. The North American 
Animal Liberation Press Office has publicly 
announced that it has not received a com- 
munique for the arsons. Still, the FBI is 
choosing to target those present during the 


hours. In the same scene, his 14- and 16-year- mohawknationnews.com. February house raid. 

old children were arrested. Parents were not al- Repression around the San Francisco Bay 

lowed to talk with their jailed children. Repression in Santa Cruz Continues area is becoming more and more intrusive. 

A week and a half later, on September 10, During the last week of September, three In late August, a womyn was visited at 
Janie Jamieson, a native woman from the individuals in Santa Cruz, California, were work in Oakland by FBI agents who were 
Brantford area, was driving with her one-year- visited by the FBI and were served court or- attempting to collect information on two 
old son. They were followed by her sister, who ders to surrender DNA samples. The visit specific individuals based on leads from a 
* had two teenagers in her car. All were leaving was provoked by a supposed violation of flier. Agent Andrew Myers, the same agent 
an occupied construction site in Brantford, the Animal Enterprise Terrorism Act. Mean- that served the grand jury summons in 
"Then, I saw a nonnative man with a closely while, a separate womyn in Santa Cruz was Santa Cruz, was also present for the Dak- 
shaved head pulling on her tmck door with served a federal grand jury summons to ap- land visit. 

one hand while violently punching the win- pear at the federal courthouse on October For more information, visit www.indybay. 
dow with a closed fist," recounted Jamieson 23. After FBI agents were unable to find yet org/animalliberation. 
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by Anonymous 

Animal rights and other social 
justice movements have been in- 
creasingly succ ssful in the last 
few years. The Tore, a number 
of measures ha .e been taken by 
authorities to curb those activi- 
ties. At first, pi lice investigated 
criminal activities only. Then, 
in a new twist, the attack fell 
on groups that were not crimi- 
nal themselves, but that were 
deemed to publicly support 
criminal activity because of, 
among other things, their use of 
websites where campaign targets 
and successful criminal acts were 
published. 

However, in the latest phase 
of state repres sion in .Austria.- 
efforts to curb the movement 
have reached a new dimen- 
sion. Since 1997, noncriminal, 
grassroots,, confrontational cam- 
paign tactics were being used to 
reach realistic reformist goals 
in Austria like a fur farm ban 
1998), a ban on wild animals in 
circuses (2002), a ban on battery 
cages (including, enriched ones) 
2005), a ban on all experiments 
on apes (2006), a ban on caging 
rabbits (2007) and an increasing 
number of department stores 
deciding to stop selling fur. Such 
new advances apparently started 
to cost the animal industry so 
much that,- as early as 2004, af- 
ter the- battery farm ban was se- 
cured, increasing repression was 
being felt by the movement. 

Documents have since sur- 
faced that show that govern- 
ment officials met in 2004 with 
animal industries representatives 
from the fur,, factory farming 
and hunting industry to com- 
bat animal rights. Wide-ranging 
surveillance started, demonstra- 
tions were being banned, animal 
rights groups were being in- 
creasingly harassed, little bylaw 
infringements were being pros- 
ecuted with hefty fines and the 
political opponents of animal 


rights campaigns were supported 
by police media experts to por- 
tray activists as terrorists. 

When this did not deter 
mal rights campaigners, au- 
thorities decided to escalate the 
confrontation further. At the end 
of 2006. a special police unit was 
formed from officers from anti- 
terrorist homicide divisions. Al- 
together,, at least 32 people took 
on the explicit task of effectively 
destroying the animal rights 
movement in Austria. However, 
notes from the first meetings of 
those people reveal that they 
were faced with the fact that nei- 
ther of the targeted animal rights 
groups were either involved in 
criminal activity or even support- 
ed it publicly on their websites. 

To start a fishing expedition 
for any kind of evidence, the 
largest bugging operation ever 
conducted in Austria was set in 
motion. More than 30 activists 
had their bank accounts moni- 
tored. More than 20 activists had 
their phones tapped and emails 
read. Seventeen activists were 
followed by police for months. 
Two cars had tracking devices 
put on them. Undercover agents 
were infiltrating the groups. 
Three meeting places had their 
entrances permanently filmed. 
In addition, two private homes, 
a coffee house meeting place 
and several animal rights offices 
were bugged. After 18 months 
of; such surveillance, the police 
had come up with no evidence 
whatsoever that could be used 
against those activists. The sur- 
veillance showed that none of 
the observed had committed a 
criminal act, planned a criminal 
act or organized a criminal act 
for others. 

So, a new law, which had been 
introduced in 1993 and had 
been updated in 2002 after the 
9/11 attacks in New York City, 
was to be used: §278a criminal 
organization. This law says that 
you shall be convicted of having 
formed a criminal organization 
and be put in prison for up to 
five years if you are part of an or- 
ganization that tries to influence 
politics or economy, shields its 
activity from authorities in some 
way and sometimes does crimi- 
nal acts to further its goals. 

This law was now applied to the 
seven most active aboveground 


them separately 
to be a criminal 
organization, in- 
stead, it consid- 
ered all of them 
together to form 
one big criminal or- 
ganization that in- 
cludes any individual 
who the groups might 
not know personally 
but who commits crim- 
inal acts for the same aims, i.e. 
animal rights. The sewen above- 
ground animal rights groups 
were considered the legal wing 
of a criminal organization to 
which all underground activists 
supposedly belonged, as well. 
This gigantic criminal organiza- 
tion was allegedly responsible 
for each and every criminal act 
in the animal rights context in 
Austria ever. 

This ludicrous idea meant that 
the "evidence" against activists 
suspected to be in this criminal 
organization was of the following 
kind: It was enough to partici- 
pate in demonstrations and cam- 
paigns, encrypt vour computer, 
organize national and interna- 
tional animal rights gatherings 
or generally support one of the 
seven' grassroots organizations. 

On Mav 21, police struck. 
Twenty-three anti-terrorist po- 
lice units with 35-50 officers 
each attacked the seven offices 
and a number of private homes 
at the same time in the early 
morning. They smashed in doors 
and stormed into bedrooms 
with guns drawn. Thirty-eight 
activists were, pulled out of bed 
at gun-point and arrested. Their 
houses Were searched for many 
hours, and 10 of the most prom- 
inent activists were held indefi- 
nitely. DNA was taken by force 
and compared to DNA traces .at 
scenes of animal rights related 
crimes, but no positive results 
were found. 

Although none of the house 
searches, surveillance or DNA 
tests lead to any evidence against 
the accused, their time in jail 
was extended for months on 
end. Only after an intensive na- 
tional and international political 


campaign was the minister of 
justice forced to release the 
activists on September 2, af- 
ter they had spent 104 days in 
jail. Still today, no charges have 
been brought. Nonetheless, all 
seven animal rights offices are 
still empty: without comput- 
ers, membership data, film and 
photo archives, cameras of any 
sort or any other material. Also, 
none of the individuals involved 
have recovered any of their be- 
longings from the police. Police 
have started to investigate all 
the thousands of people who 
have spoken to these activists on 
the phone in the last two years. 
Reports of two more raids have 
already surfaced. Every single 
animal rights, activist in Austria 
is now a suspect. 

The state prosecution has an- 
nounced that charges ot crimi- 
nal organization will be brought 
before Christmas/ 1 Police and 
state prosecution are still set on 
pressing ahead and trying to 
convict as many activists §s they 
can with this absolutely ludi- 
crous type of "'evidence," On the 
other hand, the Green party and 
the Social Democrats have made 
clear their intention to scrap the 
§278a at the next opportunity in 
Parliament. However, that op- 
portunity might never arise, as 
neither of the parties might be 
in government much longer. 

The decisive battle is now over 
whether this full scale attack on 
legitimate political activism, a log- 
ical consequence of the ever-in- 
creasing anti-terror hysteria with 
its repressive laws, is going to pre : 
vail. This would mean the end of 
human rights as we know them. 
Or, will free speech, the right to 
protest and the right to freely as- 
sociate politically be upheld? 
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All Indigenous View on 


the economic 


_ _ came here could grab our land and make 

BY Karakwine and MNN Staff a homestead. 

Who would have thought that artificial Today, settler society is divided between 
economies and their worthless paper cur- the parasites and those who work for them, 
rencies, based on the theft 

of indigenous resources, ; 

would come tumbling 
down? Greed and oppres- 
sion can't go on forever. 

These foreigners have been 

wheeling and dealing with . -Ip |j . 

goods stolen from us. Re- j&k 

member, they came here jam ‘ |JH§ sm 

with nothing! Every inch jdfcjL 

of Onowaregeh (Turtle Is- ..A 

land) they stand on is un- -T 

surrendered indigenous %~jf mL 


aside. Sacrifices are necessary or humanity 
will destroy itself. 

There is another world, a wprld of resis- 
tance. Our fate rests in our own humble 
hands. Indigenous people 

have survived. We've kept 

our philosophy, . our no- 
tions of governance, our 
duties to Mother Earth and 
our way of life — which has 
been terribly damaged. We 
have been able to resus- 
citate it and bring it back 
to health. We all have our 
strengths. We have an enor- 
HHHB mous, evolved conscious- 


Sorry, guy. Party's over. 


Saving Iceland's Fourth 
Direct Action Camp 

Over the course of three weeks 
in July, Saving Iceland pointed 
out the destruction that would 
be done to the unique, not yet 
devastated geothermal areas 
where plans are underway for 
new projects. The activists kept 
busy, stopping the first day of 
construction on a new smelter, 
creating a road blockade in 
front of an already existing 
smelter and steel iron-blending 
factory, and attending a public 
meeting with farmers who are 
also fighting Landsvirkjun, the 
national energy company that 
has plans to build three new 
dams on the Thjorsa River. Sav- 
ing Iceland also organized an 
open meeting with the Icelan- 
dic anti-war movement about 
the aluminum industry's links 
to arms production. 

An action on July 25 dis- 
rupted business at Landsvikjun 


the aluminum industry's singu- for example, bauxite is open- 
lar involvement in ecological cast mined and refined into 
destruction in Iceland and on a aluminum, stripping rainforest- 
global scale. covered mountains, displacing 

The ICAA conference is a tribal people from their land 
weeklong event held at a differ- and polluting the water supply, 
ent international location ev- In Australia and Jamaica, vir- 
ery two years. This was its first gin forests are destroyed for the 
appearance in Germany, and it same prize — and with the same 
was conducted simultaneously toxic consequences, 
with an aluminum trade fair in In Iceland, the country's 
Essen, Germany, about 50 miles unique natural landscape is 
away. This double event was being raided for its energy po- 
sure to call together all major tential by these multinational 
players in an industry that still invaders. The world is finally 
tries to present itself— -some- waking up to climate change — 
what successfully — as having a the effect of our high-energy 
green conscience. Alcoa, another dependence — but the process 
global aluminum company, has of aluminum production re- 
now been included in the Dow quires colossal quantities of 
Jones Sustainability Index for the electricity, for which it plans 
seventh year in a row. to block and harness every 

"There is no level on which glacial river, exploit every geo- 
the continued expansion of the thermal field, and transform 
aluminum industry can be pur- Iceland's wild beauty into a 
shed sustainably” said Andreas spent and polluted wasteland 
Jager of Saving Iceland. In India, dotted with smelters. 


by Saving Iceland 


Disrupting the Aluminum 
Conference 

The 11th International Con- 
ference on Aluminum Alloys 
(ICAA) was met with angry 
protests on September 25. Ac- 
tivists from the environmen- 
talist network Saving Iceland 
disrupted the proceedings at 
a university in Aachen, Ger- 
many, where Rio Tinto Alcan 
(RT Alcan) was holding lectures 
for the conference. RT Alcan is- 
an international mining group 
and a leader in the aluminum 
industry. During one of RT Al- 
can's lectures, activists set off 
fire alarms, threw stink bombs, 
triggered a high volume alarm 
(suspending it out of reach by 
green and black helium bal- 
loons) and strewed the audito- 
rium with information leaflets. 
The aim was to call attention to 
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Italy with actions in front of 
Icelandic embassies and at the 
headquarters of Alcoa, Glencore 
and Impregilo. 


in West Papua, which has devas- 
tated the land of the Amungme 
and Kamoro. tribes. Norway sold 
all of its shares in RT Alcan af- 
ter its Council on Ethics recom- 
mended the government exclude 
the company from its govern- 
ment pension fund. 

People all around the world are 
waking up and becoming aware 
of the destruction caused by the 
global aluminum industry, as 
well as the situation in Iceland. 
There is much grassroots opposi- 
tion to RT Alcan and its plans to 
create more hydro-powered alu- 
minum factories in Iceland. 

For more information, visit 
www.savingiceland.org. 


Dam is being constructed to 
power the smelter expansion. 

Rio Tinto has also been accused 
of subjecting its workers to being 
poisoned in mines, having secu- 
rity guards shoot locals looking 
for small amounts of gold in one 
of its mines, and having union 
members spied upon and fired. 
It has also hired mercenary forces 
against local populations protest- 
ing its operations on New Guinea 
and surrounding islands. 

In a move outside of the usual 
form of solidarity with the Saving 
Iceland campaign, the Norwegian 
government sold, almost $1 bil- 
lion in shares of RT Alcan because 
of the company's Grasberg mine 


headquarters to draw atten- 
tion to Alcoa's human rights 
abuses in its Honduras factory: 
Activists set off fire alarms and 
dropped a banner reading "evil 
work." On July 28, the camp 
shut down a geothermal drill 
site in Hellisheii by occupying 
its power control room. August 
1 saw a the final action of the 
camp, which was a lockdown 
to the gates- of an RT Alcan 
smelter in order to point out 
the company's links with arms 
production and warfare. 

International solidarity dur- 
ing the Saving Iceland Sum- 
mer action camp also resonated 
throughout Switzerland and 


RT Alcan's Environmental 
and Human Crimes 

Saving Iceland's work has had 
an impact. It is raising aware- 
ness of the global impacts of 
bauxite mining in the context 
of increased aluminum produc- 
tion. Saving Iceland protests RT 
Alcan's bauxite mine expan- 
sion in the West Congo and 
Jamaica. In Iceland, RT Alcan's 
smelter in Hafnarfjordur is be- 
ing upgraded to increase pro- 
duction, and the Budarhals 
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BY JEZZABELL 

After all of these workshops on consent, 
mediation and power dynamics that we've 
held during gatherings and in our com- 
munities, wouldn't you think our prob- 
lems would be solved? If you are one of 
the people who has recently confronted a 
perpetrator or mediated constant conflicts 
in your community, you know otherwise. 
Most Earth Firstiers can easily recite a def- 
inition for consent. Yet, many of us still 
have trouble communicating our needs, 
boundaries, capabilities and intentions. 

Consent, communication, mediation, se- 
curity culture and support are some of the 
best community-building tools around. 
They are equally useful for those engaging 
in direct action. We must continue to spit in 
the face of repression while safely enacting 
our wildest dreams. Learning how to do that 
is an urgent journey we need to take. 

Communication and Mediation in 
Radical Spaces 

On.a day-to-day basis, we collide head first 
with manipulation. Sometimes even oat 
close friends can push our boundaries. Many 
of us have watched subtle negative persyn- 
ality traits whirlwind out of control, dev- 
astating others' lives and debilitating their 
communities. When are we going to help 
each other address these problems? 

Someone's negative persynality traits that 
already exist in their everyday interactions 
can sometimes bleed into closer relationships 
more intensely. It is cmcial that our radical 
communities create positive ways to bring 
attention to this, which just doesn't happen 
enough. The sooner we, as friends and active 
community members, communicate our con- 
cerns with others, the sooner we can adapt 
and develop healthier relationships. 

Basic manipulation, boundary pushing, 
domination and the blurry lines of consent 
are all reasons for more creative communica- 
tion. Intimate violence is only one challenge 
our communities are facing. The reasons for’ 
confronting all of these issues are long and 
many. The capability of some to function 
positively can be lost due to tension with 
others. In some communities, the tension is 
so thick that it prohibits people from even 
attending meetings. 

Which is harder, mediation and support 
for a rape in our community or addressing 
someone's domineering persynality early 
on? Mediation is phenomenal and much 
needed. However, simply employing hon- 
est communication can be a tool used more 
openly and regularly to address basic joys, 
concerns and disagreements. Additionally, if 
communication leads to mediation sooner, 
everyone benefits and we might prevent a 
few things from fucking up our lives. 

Those who enter • mediation processes 
for perpetrating often display dominating 
traits beforehand. This is not surprising. 
The surprising part is why their friends or 
fellow community members did not men- 
tion this to them sooner. Many "demand 
lists" from survivors request that perpetra- 
tors analyze their controlling mannerisms, 
leading many people to ask, "Why did we 
wait so long to tell them?" 

Some Thoughts on Consent 

The application of consent in our daily lives 
is a responsible first step. Discussing what 
consent means and using it safely is impor- 
tant. There are numerous ways to positively 
manifest consent. Yet, we need to discus how 


consent can sometimes lead to manipulation 
and coercion. 

As mentioned in the article "Radically 
Safe" (see EF!] March-April 2008), "Consent 
means that you are fully prepared to hear 
'no.'" This means that rephrasing the same 
request is not allowed. Wearing someone's 
will down through repetitive requests is also 
not acceptable. The intention of consent is 
for healthy communication. It is not a way 
to validate your negative intentions. 

By incorporating consent into our every- 
day lives, it becomes easier to apply consent 
to more stressful situations. Everyone has 
boundaries. Taking consent out of the sexual 
realm allows us to better discover and under- 
stand each other's boundaries. Intentionally 
pushing others' boundaries is unacceptable. 
Instead, supporting each other's boundaries 
leads to stronger, healthier and more capable 
communities. 

Applying Consent, Communication 
and Boundaries to Direct Action 

Security culture is only one component 
of safely destroying capitalism. Once we 
understand our basic boundaries — such as 
how we define friendships or where our 
confidence lies — a true sense of our capa- 
bilities lies before us. As we work and grow 
closer with our companions, our trust will 
only manifest itself in our direct action. 
The future of our movement is determined 
by the relationships we foster now. 

Listening to each other while discussing 
actions and supporting each other afterward 
are equally important. Many activists suf- 
fer burnout from the stress of negative and 
domineering group dynamics. The added 
stress of engaging in lock downs or taking 
actions with more serious consequences 
could be a recipe for mental disaster. The 
state is constantly attempting to sabotage 
our sabotage. We must learn to develop 
good relationships with each other to help 
prevent cooperation with the state. 

While rigging a platform in a tree before 
sunset or running through the streets with 
your heart pounding are not ideal times 
to address power dynamics, pre-existing 
negative power dynamics can provide af- 
finity groups much trouble if they aren't 
addressed. Direct action environments are 
often high stress, with points of legal vul- 
nerability. The last thing any group needs is 
to have breakdowns in dynamics and com- 
munication. 

Throughout the process of planning ac- 
tions, consider your present group dynam- 
ics. Are you positive everyone is capable of 
respecting consent? Is everyone comfortable 
with the distribution of work? What about 
the gender, race and age breakdowns in your 
group? Like the saying goes, "Check yo self, 
before ya wreck yo self!" ' " 

The notion that nonconsensual activ- 
ity could lead to jail or prison is a pretty 


important concept to respect. When bound- 
aries aren't respected, it could mean losing 
a member of your group in the short run. In 
the long run, it could lead to cooperation 
with the state. If people don't feel support- 
ed and respected before and during actions, 
what will keep them from leaving the anar- 
chist community or snitching? 

What Does This All Mean? 

During this Summer's bioregional round- 
up at the Round River Rendezvous in 
Ohio, stories of actions by numerous new 
and old EF! chapters were told. We heard 
tales of friends that have fallen victim to 
the Green Scare. We found disgust in hear- 
ing that, at the Winter Organizers' Con- 
ference, there was a cooperating snitch 
(Frank Ambrose) present, recording much 
of the gathering from a hidden wiretap. 
Although the heightened repression that 
began in 2005 is becoming more apparent, 
we are slowly actualizing our dreams of in- 
creased action. 

The recent article "Green Scared: Prelimi- 
nary Lessons of the Green Scare,” printed 
in Rolling Thunder, Issue 5, stressed the dire 
need for better community dynamics. One 
excerpt reads, "We need to learn how and 
why efforts to destabilize our activities suc- 
ceed." It later states, "Open discussion of 
problems — for example, gender roles being 
imposed in nominally radical spaces — can 
protect against unhealthy resentments and 
schisms." The outcome of unhealthy com- 
munication was also highlighted: "By the 
time Operation Backfire grand juries began 
following up on real leads in Eugene, many 
who could have come together to oppose 
them were no longer on speaking terms." 

In the light of increased repression and 
imprisonment, we must be able to support 
ourselves and each other. The support by 75 
copwatchers in response to a house raid in 
Santa Cruz, California (see EF!f May-June 
2008), was a beautiful expression of a car- 
ing community. While already imprisoned, 
Daniel McGowan's refusal to cooperate with 
his grand jury summons this Summer is an 
amazing example of what a persyn is able 
to do when they have a good support base. 
Also, having the capability to support your- 
self mentally is very important. While we 
will always have the EF! community's sup- 
port, we should also be capable of autono- 
mously supporting ourselves, too. 

We are presented with an assortment of 
possibilities for the future of our movement. 
A few glaring facts hold true, though. Wide- 
spread ecological devastation will not cease 
on its own, nor will state repression. Let our 
future be one that creates communities full 
of strength and support — one that will take 
advantage of the odds in our favor and win. 

For more resources on oppression, visit 
www.earthfirstjoumal.org and click on "anti- 
oppression policy." 
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ASSDA 


EROUS 


Here :.We Are 

here we are 
we must do i. . ■ 
"what is. difficult • 
we must do - 
what is necessary 
w e-must he 


An Encounter 

Reading about the trees of Chile 
as I wait for the sun to come out 
I hear a humming 
in the fuchsia bush 

outside the open door of the bodega— 
the hummingbird! 

I step outside and wait 

by the rain-wet dripping red and purple flowers 
it flies toward me, 
a greenish profile 

then suddenly dips under a flower near me 
and I look down at the most 
brilliant flashing orange — 
the top of its head 
then it looks up and sees me 
a look a human would have 
of "Wait! That shouldn't be there!" 

but also of silent curiosity 
an inSfarft"dTi3§ i sharing a moment 
of our lives together 
acknowledging each other 
in our brief existence 
in the wonder of life 
then just as suddenly 
the presence leaves me, 
flitting so imperceptibly fast away 
to another reality 
leaving me in joy 

that I lived to experience that moment 


— Karen Coulter 

written December 29, 2006 

of a Green-Backed Fire Crown Hummingbird 

near Pucon, Chile 


what Is That 
Sound? 

Ah, the sound of 
natural world 
rubbing up against 
man-made world 

Tree branch against 
tin roof 

— R. Swan 


all rights reserved to the authors 


Standing on Centuries 
of Pine Needles 

Our feet soundlessly pass through 
patches of moonlight 
lightly as breath 

not just the moon 

catches my hair 

but the black shadows of 

sleeping trees 

fill my eyes 

not just the milk-white filament 
of stars 

appearing between pine branches 

but the fresh living smell 
of creek water and rotting leaves 

has saturated my senses 

and I no longer know where 
you begin or I end 

— Jean Varda 


we must be 
the bay 

polluted & pissed in 
used, abused 
trying to support life 
we must sustain . 

we must be 
the rainforest 
slashed & burned 
choking, smoking 
trying to breathe 
we must regenerate 

we must be 
the ocean 

jumped in & dumped in 
crashing, thrashing 
trying to wash 
we must cleanse 

we must be 
the Earth 
ridden roughshod 
quaking, spinning 
trying to survive 
we must live 

we must be 
the worm ( 
stepped over & on 
wiggling, wriggling 
trying to burrow 
we must be 
humble 

we must be 

the other 

feared & hated 

mistaken, misunderstood 

trying to communicate 

we must be 

compassionate 

we must be 
ourselves 
proud & vibrant 
scarred, scared 
trying to be 
we must be 
better 

here we are 
together & alone 


-Dan Brook 


Send poems to: Warrior Poets Society P.O. Box 14501 
r Berkeley, CA 94712-5501 
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This independent 
media activist's room 
was trashed Burning 
an FBI search last 
May. 


Dear EF! Lawyer, 5. Whether or not you remove them from the premises, take a picture of 

A number of places have been raided over the past few months (St. Paul all valuables, 
and Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Denver, Colorado, around the conven- Taking a picture of your valuables will help you support your 
tions; Santa Cruz and Berkeley, California, around people targeting vivi- claims for them later. It will also remind you of what they might or 
sectors). What can people can do in advance to prepare for a raid by the might not have against you. 

FBI or police at home or in a storefront? What are some lines of defense 6. Have apian in place so your pets are taken care of in the event of an 
people may be able to implement in common raid scenarios? arrest warrant. Provide a trusted friend with a copy of your house key. The 

— US Out of My House! trusted friend must be someone who is able to be reached and who can 

respond immediately. 

Dear House, A search warrant often comes hand in hand with an arrest war- 

To get an answer about how to prepare for a raid, I asked the man I rant, so you might find yourself suddenly carted away. Planning for 
often describe as the most investigated person in America. I speak of your friend's help in advance will help you remain levelheaded and 
former Earth liberation front spokesperson Craig Rosebraugh. From keep your pets safe. 

1997-2006, Craig's home and officewere raided numerous times, 7. If possible, plan ahead of time to contact someone who can alert the 
as he was subpoenaed to appear before eight grand juries and once news media to the raid. The one thing law enforcement doesn't appreciate 
before Congress. (For details, read his book, Burning Rage of a Dying during raids is being watched. 

Planet, available at www.arissamediagroup.com.) ' The government is like a rapacious cockroach, preferring to oper- 

Craig was kind enough to write us - a list of 10 actions you can take ate in the dark and in secret. Exposing government abuse to the 
to protect yourself from any state-supported-thug raid: media can embarrass the government and may even limit its abuse 

1. Ensure anything possibly incriminating to you or others is removed of you. Remember, whenever they feel uncomfortable, your leverage 

from the premises. against them improves. 

Here's an example of how Craig's first bit of advice works. Let's say 8. If possible, plan ahead to have an attorney willing to assist you in 
the brownshirts have a search warrant allowing them to search for the event of a raid. 

plans for incendiary devices, wicks, flammable material and empty A lawyer should advise you to say nothing whatsoever to the po- 
milk cartons. If, during that search, they happen to find a capsule lice and can check to make sure the search warrant is legally suffi- 
of ecstasy in your house that you'd been stashing for the next rave, cient to authorize the scope and focus of the search, A. lawyer may 
they'll be thrilled to take you away on the spot for committing a also make you feel less helpless. 

felony, even if they find nothing else in your home or office. Then, 9. After the raid, attempt to make a complete list of all items seized. 

you'll be charged and prosecuted, and possibly jailed and placed un- The cops will not permit you to supervise the search, but you must 

der supervision for years for possessing ecstasy. While under supervi- do the best you can to create a list of missing items because you can 
sion, your probation or parole officer will be able to visit your home not trust the police to include in their "return of search warrant" a 
at any time with no warning and inspect everything and anything, complete list of items seized. 

That's scrutiny no one wants. Better to remain squeaky clean and 10; Consult with your attorney on the best way to proceed. 

avoid the hassle. The search may be subject to legal attack. If so, the court will not 

Even worse, the opposite situation might occur. If they raid your consider any evidence obtained from the search! Your lawyer will 
house searching for ecstasy, and stumble upon an incendiary device need to review- the "search warrant” (the order to search), the "re- 
and plans to use it (or evidence you have used it), then you're facing turn of search warrant" (the list of things they stole when executing 
years in prison, but the thugs never would have known if not for the search warrant) and the "affidavit for search warrant" (where the 
your possession of a tiny amount of ecstasy. - cop justifies his/her request for a search warrant). 

2. Ensure anything incriminating to you or others is removed from your I wanted to bring up another issue to consider, as well. In Minne- 

computer. This may entail clearing histories and caches on web browsers sota this Summer, a National Lawyeris Guild (NLG) office was raided 

and wiping free space on all drives. This shouldn't have to be said, but just by cops claiming to be responding to a hostage situation. A friendly, 

emptying the trash on your computer is not getting rid of the file. That file unthreatening office manager led the gendarmes into the peaceful 

can still be accessed. The file needs to be wiped clean. NLG office, gave them a tour and showed them how there were no 

When they come searching, expect them to take every computer hostages— just peaceful political activists at work. The cops were even- 
and electronic storage device (hard drives, floppies, CDs, DVDs, flash tually persuaded to leave without wrecking the office, but very soon 
drives, etc.) they can get their thieving fingers on. I know from de- after the cops left, the NLG's landlord evicted it from the premises, 
fending people in court that your typical attempt to erase files is use- What I know from reading thousands of police reports is that 
less. You must develop some computer savvy or they'll have a field cops, even if no evidence of a crime is found at a home or office, 
day collecting evidence against you. will talk to the landlord and do or say what they can to convince 

3. Back up any necessary computer files and store them offsite. the landlord to evict you. If your landlord is cool, , they will know 

If you store anything offsite, though, make sure you're not being not to pay any attention to the cops' unlawful threats or lies. Often, 

followed to that site, and avoid that site as much as you can. Other- though, landlords are not that cool. It might not hurt in such a case 

wise, Big Brother will raid that site also. to be open and friendly with your landlord long before any raid. 

4. Remove from the premises anything you desire to keep, including your The more the landlord likes you, the more likely they are to resist 
writings, photos, books, music, address books and other items that are not unlawful police pressure. 

replaceable. Any raid will be an extremely unpleasant and invasive experience. 

Better yet, give this stuff to someone when you know you're not However, by planning in advance and following adequate security 
being watched and let them place these items somewhere unde- precautions, you can prevent it from devastating you. 
tected. That way you'll avoid the problem discussed in the third sug- Doyouhave alegal question? Contact StuSugarman, quixote516@yahoo. 

gestion. Tell this person nothing, and their ignorance will protect' com. Please write "Dear EF! Lawyer" in the subject line. 
them and you. 
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when will he be free? 

An Update on Political Prisoner John Graham 




Amid all the other re- 
cent tales of government 
repression, the x case of 
John Graham now rises 
to .the surface. Graham 
was indicted in 2003 for 
allegedly killing his sister 
in the struggle and the 
American Indian Move- 
ment, Anna Mae Aquash. 
It is widely believed that 
the FBI itself is responsible 
for her death since it ini- 
tially tried to cover up her 
identity and true cause of 
death when her body was 
found on the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation in 
February of 1976. At the 
time, an FBI-supported 
death squad was operat- 
ing on the reservation 
and more than 60 AIM 
members and traditional 
Lakotas were killed. 

Graham's original in- 
dictment was dismissed 
before his October 6 trial 
when his defense brought 
up that point that neither 
Graham nor Aquash were- 
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TIC FBI TODAY IS 
YESTERDAY'S CAVAdfV. 
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registered to a tribe recog- 
nized by the US govern- 
ment (they both belonged 
to tribes in Canada). Pros- 
ecuting crimes that take 
place on Indian reserva- 
tions .by people not rec- 
ognized as "Indian" is 
considered a . state, not a 
federal, concern. 

However, Graham was 
not freed; he was re-in- 
dicted almost immediate- 
ly, this time with Richard 
Marshall, another former 
AIM member also accused 
of being a part of the war- 
rior Aquash's murder. The 
prosecution was pushing 
for December 9 for the tri- 
al, which would have left 
the defense short on time 
to prepare for the trial 
and possibly forced jurors 
to rush their deliberation 
to get home for the holi- • 
days. The trial was finally 
scheduled for February 
24, 2009, the anniver- 
sary of the date on which 
Aquash's body was found. 



For more informa- 
tion, visit ourfreedpm. 
wordpress.com; www. 
grahamdefense.org. 



. 


The Bees Are Swarmin 

The beehive design collective, a radical-education nonprofit, is cross pollinating 
around the entire US this Fall and coming Spring with workshops, picture lectures and 
residencies at education centers, community organizations and all venues, large or small. 

The bees are hard at work with two massive, new graphics campaigns, and are eager to 
present them across the country as effective works-in-progress. For more information, or 
to book the bees, contact pollinators@beehivecollective.org; 
www.beehivecollective.org. 


Mesoamerica Resiste! and Resist Atlantica! 

The Mesoamerica Resiste! graphic, while telling the story of re- 
source extraction, militarization, and (under)development in 
Latin America, is strikingly relevant to the fight for local land 
control in the northeastern areas of the US and Atlantic Can- 
ada. Using these graphics as a springboard for discussion 
and information sharing, the Beehive Collective works to 
analyze and dismantle the forces at work in our capitalist 
society through a metaphorical lens of stories from the 
natural world. 


The True Cost of Coal 

Bees have recognized an urgency for the creation of 
education materials about surface mining and moun- 
taintop removal and their explosive collision with the 
historical and cultural landscapes of Appalachia. Our 
goal is to support the already robust organizing of coal- 
field residents and resisters, climate change activists and 
organizations with an elaborate multi-fold poster and an 
accompanying resource "tool kit." Visit our coal blog at 
beehivecollective.blogspot.com. 
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These are some 
sketches from 
upcoming projects by 
the Beehive Collective. 
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Prisoners in the Struggle 

Support Them! 


•Jacob Conroy, #93501-011, FCI Victorville 
Medium I, POB 5300, Adelanto, CA 92301, 
USA, Serving four years for conspiracy charges 
stemming from his work with Stop Hunting- 
don Animal Cruelty (SHAC). For more infor- 
mation, visit www.supportjake.org. 

•Donald Currie, A3660AA, HMP 
Parkhurst, Clissold Rd, Newport, Isle of 
Wight, PO30 5NX, UK. Serving an "indefi- 
nite sentence" of at least six years — with 
no fixed release date or upper limit— for 
arson against targets linked to the vivisec- 
tion industry. 

•Lauren Gazzola, #93497-01 1 , FCI Danbury, 
Rte 37, Danbur)', CT 06811, USA. Serving 4.5 
years for conspiracy charges stemming from 
her work with SHAC. For more information, 
visit wwwcsupportlauren.com. 

•Joshua Harper, #29429-086, FCI Sheridan, 
POB 5000, Sheridan, OR 97378, USA. Serving 
three years for conspiracy charges stemming 
from his work with SHAC. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.joSjrharper.org. 

•Sean Kirtley, WC6977, HMP Stafford, 54 
Gaol Rd, Stafford, T16 3 AW, UK. Serving 
, 4.5 years for organizing legal demonstra- 

H tions against Sequani, an animal-testing 
company. For more information, visit 
supportsean.wordpress.com. 

•Kevin Kjonaas, #93502-011, Unit I, 
FCI Sandstone, POB 1000, Sandstone, 
9R- MN 55072, USA. Serving six years for 
lllljf- conspiracy charges stemming from 
mT a . his work with SHAC. For more infor- 
™ § matiOn, visit www.supportkevin.com. 

;; = ' ‘Andrew Stepanian, #26399-050, 


The following list is a small sample of the total number of political prisoners and prisoner support 
groups worldwide. Regulations for.mail.sent to prisoners vary according to individual prisons. Before 
sending monetary donations, stamps, books or packages, ask prisoners what the regulations are. As- 
sume that the authorities read everything you write to a prisoner. When prisoners are awaiting trial 
or sentencing, it is best not to discuss their cases or related topics with them. Although some prison- 
ers are listed together, they must be written to separately. Prisoners can obtain a discounted sub- 
scription to the EF! Journal by sending a book of 10 42c stamps to POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. 
Individuals who want to sponsor a prisoner's subscription should send $20 to the same address. 


for conspiracy to blackmail people linked tive journalist, was framed for the murder of 
to Huntingdon Life Sciences (HLS). For a cop in 1981. For more information, visit 
more information, visit www.myspace. www.freemumia.org. 
com/supportdan. ‘Gregg Avery, TA7450, HMP Winchester, 

•Tre Arrow, 70936-065, FCI Herlong, POB Romsey Rd, Winchester, S022 5DF, UK. Await- 
800, Herlong, . CA 96113. USA. Moved to ing sentencing for conspiracy to blackmail peo- 
the above address. Serving 6.5 years for two pie linked to HLS. For more information/visit 
counts of arson for burning logging trucks, www.myspace.com/shaaikprisonersupport. 
and a sand and gravel company's ve- 
hicles. Under a plea agreement/ Ar- ■ ^ 
row will receive credit for time served j i 
since March 2004 in Canadian and US 
jails, leaving less than two years in his y| 
sentence. For more information, visit iff 
www.trearrow.org. 

•Byron Shane of Chubbuck© Clan, IB 
#07909-051, FCI Tallahassee, 501 Cap- 
ifal Circle NE, Tallahassee, FL 32301, ■ 

North America. Moved to the above H 
address. Serving 80 years for aggra- M 
vated assault of federal agents, escape 
afid bank robbery. "Oso Blanco" fun- - 
neled money that he' stole from banks ’ pi 
to the Zapatista Army of National Lib- 
eration in Mexico. 

•Sarah Gisborne was released from ' 
prison after serving more than three 
years for conspiracy to damage vehi- 
cles owned by people linked to HLS. 

•Marie Mason, Clinton County Jail, 1347 
E Townsend Rd, St Johns, MI 48879, USA- 
Plead guilty on September 11 to committing 
arson, committing aggravated arson and 
conspiracy to commit arson in connection 
with a series of ELF actions against genetic 
engineering and development. Currently 
awaiting sentencing, Mason is expected to 
be sentenced to 15-20 years. For more infor- 
mation, visit www.freemarie.org. 

•Heather Nicholson, VM4859, HMP Bronze- 
field, Woodthorpe Rd,' Ashford, Middlesex, 

TW15 3JZ, UK. On trial at press time. Plead 




Butner, NC 27509, USA. Serving 
three years for conspiracy char- 
ges stemming from his work with 
SHAC. For more information, visit 
Www.andystepanian.com. 
j' ‘Kerry Whitburn TB4886, HMP 
Lowdham Grange, Lowdham, Not- 
•Natasha Avery, NR8987, HMP Bronze- tinghdrn, NG1 4 7DA, UK. Serving 12 years 
field, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford; Middlesex, for attempting to blackmail a farmer who 
TW15 3jZ, UK. Awaiting sentencing for con- supplied guinea pigs for vivisection, 
spiracy to blackmail people linked to HLS. ‘Sarah Whitehead, VM7684, HMP 

For more information, visit www.myspace. Bronzefield, Woodthorpe Rd, Ashford, 
com/shacukprisonersupport. Middlesex, TW15 3JZ, UK. Serving 15 

•Vaggelis Botzatzis, Dikastikes Fylakes . months for burglary charges after rescu- 
Komotinis, TK 69100, Greece. Awaiting ing an abused beagle, from a dangerous 
trial for the alleged arson of a bank, a car home and nine additional months from 
dealership and two cars owned by an en- a prior suspended sentence for rescuing 
ergy company. more than TOO animals from a pet breeder 

•Mel Broughton, TN9138, HMP Wood- who was later prosecuted for animal abuse, 
hill, Tattenhoe St, Milton Keynes, Bucking- For more information, visit www.myspace. 
hamshire, MK4 4DA, UK. Awaiting trial for com/supportsarah. 
not guilty for conspiracy to blackmail people conspiracy to blackmail and possession of 
linked to HLS. For more information, visit explosives in connection with the campaign Ecodefense 

www.myspace.com/shacukprisonersupport. against Oxford University's primate lab. For ‘Grant Barnes, #137563, San Carlos 

•Rev. Edward Pinkney #294671, Ojibway more information, visit www.myspace.com/ Correctional Facility, POB 3, Pueblo, CO 
Correctional Facility, N5705 Ojibway Rd, supportmel. 81002, USA. Serving 12 years for the ELF 

Marenisco, MI 49947, USA. Moved to the ‘Daniele Casalini, Casa Circondariale, Via arson of SUVs. 

above address. Serving three to 10 years for Burla 59, 43100-Parma PR, Italy. Awaiting ‘Nathan "Exile" Block, #36359-086, 
"threatening" a judge in court by quoting trial for allegedly using explosives to dam- FCI Lompoc, 3600 Guard Rd, Lompoc, CA 
The Bible. Pinkney has been the cornerstone age power lines. Casalini is a member of II 93436, USA. Serving nearly eight years for 
of a campaign to prevent a resort from being Silvestre, an Italian eco-anarchist group and ELF arsons at an SUV dealership and a hy- 
built in a park. in low-income Benton Har- frequent target of state repression. brid poplar farm. 

bor, Michigan. ‘Francesco Gioia, CC Sollicciano, Via ‘Marco Camenisch, Postfach 3143, CH- 

•John Smith, TB4887, HMP Lindholme, Girolamo Minervini 2/R, 50142-Firenze 8105 Regensdorf, Switzerland. Serving 18 
Bawtry Road, Hatfield Woodhouse, . Don- Sollicciano FI, Italy. Awaiting trial for alleg- years for using explosives to target nuclear 
caster, DN7 6EE, UK. Serving 12 years for at- edly using explosives to damage power lines, facility power lines and for the alleged mur- 
tempting to blackmail a farmer who supplied Gioia is a member of II Silvestre. der of a Swiss border guard. Camenisch reads 

guinea pigs for vivisection. «Paola Gori, Via delle Macchie 9, 57124- French, German, Spanish and Italian fluently, 

•Michael Sykes, #696693, Handlon Cor- Livorno LI, Italy. Awaiting trial for alleged as well as some English, 
rectional Facility, 1728 W Bluewater Hwy, subversive conspiracy to rob a post office. ‘ ‘Jeffrey "Free" Luers, #13797671, Co- 
Ionia, MI 48846, USA. Moved to the above Gori is a member of II Silvestre. lumbia River Correctional Institution, 

address. Serving four to 10 years for the ar- - 9111 NE Sunderland Ave, Portland, OR 

son of two newly constructed condomini- Animal Liberation 97211, USA. Serving 10 years for arson at 

ums, trying to chop down an 80-foot utility ‘Jon Ablewhite, - TB4885, and Kerry a car dealership and attempted arson of 

pole and attempting to chisel through ce- Whitburn, TB4886, HMP Lowdham an oil truck. For more information, visit 

ment in his jail cell. Grange, Lowdham, Nottingham, NG14 www.freefreenow.org. 

•James "Waste" Tucker has been released af- 7DA, UK. Serving 12 years for conspiracy »Eric McDavid, #16209-097, FCI Vic- 
ter completeing 3.6 years for the Earth Libera- to blackmail a supplier of guinea pigs for torville Medium II, POB 5700, Adelanto, 
tion Front (ELF) arson of a construction site. vivisection. CA 9'2301, USA. Serving 19.5 years for 
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A banner at a recent Jericho Movement march in New York City 
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An Account of Marie's Plea Hearing 


byJezzabell 

While on house arrest for six 
months and wearing an elec- 
tronic ankle tether, Green Scare 
defendant Marie Mason refused 
to sign a plea agreement forc- 
ing her to name other activists. 
Two hours before the September 
5 deadline to sign an agreement, 
federal prosecutors offered a 
revised plea agreement that re- 
quired naming only cooperating 
snitch Frank Ambrose. If Marie 
did not accept this agreement, 
she knew that prosecutors were 
planning to ask for life in prison 
in the western district of Michi- 
gan, along with superseding in- 
dictments, more trials in other 
districts and states, and multiple 
life sentences. 

On September 11, family, 
friends and activists filled the 
back of a OS District of West- 
ern Michigan courtroom. They 
were there supporting Marie 
during her plea hearing for the 
four counts she was arrested arid 
charged with in March 2008. At 
the end of the morning Marie 
pleaded guilty to two counts of 
arson and one count of conspir- 
ing to arson. She left the court- 
room after the state stole her 
right to leave home. 

Her first arson charge was for 
her involvement with an arson 
at aMveisity of Michigan of- 


cally modified (GM) crops was 
conducted. The second was for 
the arson of logging equipment 
elsewhere in Michigan, While 
explaining how the university 
arson was conspired, she men- 
tioned how the introduction of 
GM crops leads to the destabili- 
zation of communities. In regard 
to the judge's questions about 


the logging equipment's use in 
interstate or foreign commerce, 
she explained how, through the 
globalization of capital, anything 
could be construed as a vehicle 
for foreign commerce. 

US Attorney Hagen Frank re- 
ferred to Marie's actions as "do- 
mestic terrorism, plain and 
simple." He also stressed how 
someone could have been hurt 
due to the university office win- 
dow breaking. Low and behold, as 
with every other case of ecological 
defense, nobody was hurt in the 
University of Michigan action or 
any other of Marie's actions. Near 
the conclusion of the trial, Frank 
requested that Marie be put on 
house arrest with no leave. 

According to the plea agree- 
ment sentencing guidelines, the 
prosecution is attempting to sen- 
tence Marie to a minimum of 15 
years and a maximum of 20. A res- 
titution obligation of more than 
$4 million is currently on the 
table, though this amount may 
change prior to sentencing. While 
the terrorism enhancement act 
is mentioned within the recom- 
mendations regarding sentencing, 
it remains unclear if and how it 
may apply to Marie's sentencing. 
Her original third charge has been 
* dropped by the US Attorney's of- 
fice. Marie will not face charges 
for any of the other 12 actions 
she was accused of— as long as no 
other past actions come to the at- 
tention of the courts and no new 
ones are committed. 

Marie's plea agreement dis- 
closed no new information and 
harmed no one in any way. Lau- 
ren Regan - of the Civil Liberties 
Defense Center said this in regard 
to Marie Mason's plea agreement: 
"I state with unequivocal confi- 
dence and knowledge that Marie 


has been absolutely stalwart in 
her commitment to not cooper- 
ate with the government and to 
do no act that would damage the 
larger environmental movement 
in any way." Marie's plea agree- 
ment names no one anywhere 
within it besides Frank Ambrose, 
and it was his recordings of wire- 
tapped conversations with Marie 
that led to her initial arrest. 

Outside of the courtroom, be- 
fore everyone parted ways, Ma- 
rie shared many inspiring words. 
"I don't want to see anyone cry- 
ing," she said. She radiated noth- 
ing but gratitude and optimism. 
There were hugs all around, and 
everyone brimmed with mutual 
appreciation and excitement. 
We thanked her for her strength 
and more than 20 years of dedi- 
cation to the movement; Marie 
thanked us for our support and 
the energy we are putting into 
our campaigns. 

The' night before the hear- 
ing, worries arose that there 
would not be ample support in 
the courtroom. We made phone 
calls that night in a last minute 
attempt to rally up the presence 
that was needed and deserved. 
This resulted in carloads of peo- 
ple from Indiana and Illinois 
joining friends in Michigan in 
the courtroom. As the road to 
sentencing approaches, we are 
hoping others are organizing to 
be present. 

The Green Scare is stealing our 
friends left and right. When the 
state stole Marie frpm us in March 
it left a constant ringing in our 
heats. The need for revolution- 
ary solidarity is calling now more 
than ever, That calling will not 
stop until Marie and everybody 
else is free. If you, too, are feel- 
ing that call shaking your ribcage, 


join us in solidarity through sup- 
port and increased action! 

Marie's trial is currently set for 
February 5. 

For a copy of Marie's plea agree- 
ment, information on how to do- 
nate or other information, visit 
www.freemarie.org. 

A Letter From Marie 

Dear Earth First! Folks and 
friends, 

Thank you so much for your 
support and encouragement these 
past difficult months. I've been 
constantly inspired and uplifted 
by the continuing resistance to 
the destruction of the Earth, and 
the building of the community 
in long relation to all the crea- 
tures and beings with whom 
we. share it. This has been the 
mission of Earth First! for all of 
the years that I haye known it. 
No compromise in defense of 
Mother Earth! 

I greatly appreciate the sup- 
port given me to make this pain- 
ful, but I believe ethical and 
necessary, decision to accept this 
plea offer now. As I understand 
my situation, this is the lesser of 
two evils. I have happily spent 
my life agitating, organizing and 
fighting for a better world, and 
have considered it a great privi- 
lege to do so. I am confident that 
we, as a movement, will accom- 
plish the changes in human at- 
titudes and behavior that are so 
vital to our collective continued 
survival. We will win because we 
must win. The world, depends 
upon our dedication, vision and 
action. Though I am caged by 
the state, my heart is with you 
and all that you do. You have my 
love and faith, now and always. 

For the Earth, 

— Marie Mason 


conspiracy to destroy the US Forest Service's 
Institute of Forest Genetics, a cell-phone 
tower and power plants. For more informa- 
tion, visit www.supporteric.org. 

•Daniel McGowan, #63794-053, USP 
Marion, POB 1000, Marion, IL 62959, 
USA. Serving seven years for ELF arsons 
at a lumber company and a hybrid poplar 
farm. For more information, visit www. 
supportdaniel.org. 

• Olga Aleksandrovna Nevskaya, 
UU163/5, 7 Otryad, pos. Dzerzhinskiy, 
Mozhaysk 140090 M os kovskaya oblast, 
Russia. Eco-activist serving six years for 
arson, criminal damage and causing ex- 
plosions in protest of the war in Chech- 


Indigenous Resistance 

•Leonard Peltier, #89637-132, USP Lewis- 
burg, POB 1000, Lewisburg, PA 17837, USA. 
Peltier, an AIM activist, is serving life in 
prison after being framed for the deaths of 
two FBI agents killed during the 1975 Pine 
Ridge siege. For more information, visit 
www.freepeltier.org. 

MOVE 

The MOVE 9, members of an eco-revolutionary 
group, were framed for the murder of a cop 
and sentenced to 30-100 years each. Delbert 
On Africa's parole hearing is scheduled for 
November. The others were denied parole this 
Spring. For more information, visit www. 


related to the assembly of explosives and 
weapons of mass destruction. Be aware that 
the prison may punish Coronado for receiv- 
ing radical materials in the mail. For more 
information, visit www.supportrod.org. 

•Fran Thompson, #1090915 HU 1C, 
WERDCC, POB 300, 1101 E Hwy 54, Van- 
dalia, MO 63382-0300, USA. Before receiv- 
ing a life sentence in the early 1990s for 
shooting a stalker in self-defense, Thomp- 
son was active in animal rights and envi- 
ronmental campaigns. 

•Helen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC Car- 
swell, Admin Max Unit, POB 27137, Ft. 
Worth, TX 76127, USA. Serving nearly nine 
years for violating her parole by dump- 


nya. Due for release in 2009. onamove.com. ing a cup of red paint over the security 

•Jonathan Paul, #07167-085, FCI Phoe- ‘Debbie Sims Africa, #006307, Janet Hoi- apparatus of a federal court and making 
nix, 37910 N 45th Ave, Phoenix, AZ loway Africa, #006308, and Janine Phillips warnings ("threats") of weapons of mass 
85086, USA. Serving 4.25 years for the Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge Springs, destruction. In 2004, Woodson completed 
Animal Liberation Front/ELF arson of a 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge Springs, PA 20 years for disarming a Minuteman II 
horse slaughterhouse and meat-packing 16403, USA. missile silo with a jackhammer, mailing 

plant. For more information, visit www. ‘Michael Davis Africa, #AM4973, and Warning letters with bullets inside to of- 
supportjonathan.org. Charles Sims Africa, #AM4975, SCI Grater- ficials, and robbing a bank and burning 

•Briaria Waters, .#36432-086, FCI Dan- ford, POB 244, Graterford, PA 19426, USA. the money. ; 

bury. Route 37, Danbury, CT 06811, USA. ‘Edward Goodman Africa, #AM4974, 

Serving six years for the ELF arson of the SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea Rd, Frackville, PA Prisoner Support Groups 
University of Washington's Center for Ur- 17932, USA. ‘Earth Liberation Prisoners Support 

ban Horticulture. Waters insists she was. ‘William Phillips Africa, #AM4984, and Network, elp4321@hotmail.com; www. 
not involved. For more information, visit Delbert Orr Africa, #AM4985, SCI Dallas, spiritoffreedom.org.uk. 
www.supportbriana.org. Follies Rd, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612, USA. ‘National Jericho Movement, POB 

•Joyanna "Sadie" Zacher, #36360-086, FCI 1272, New York, NY 10013, USA; www. 

Dublin, Camp Parks, Unit E, 5701 8th St, Other Political Prisoners thejerichomovement.com. 

Dublin, CA 94568, USA. Serving nearly eight »Rodney Coronado, #03895-000, FCI El ‘North American Earth Liberation Prison- 
years for ELF arsons at an SUV dealership Reno,POB.1500,ElReno, OK 73036, USA. Serv- ers Support Network, . naelpsn@mutualaid. 
and a hybrid poplar farm. ing one year for distribution of information org; www.ecoprisoners.org. 
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Lights! Camera! 

Direct Action! 
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by J. Rogue with Andrew Hedden 

I spent my 19th birthday in the cold and 
rain, breathing in tear gas and fleeing the 
police. It was 1999, and I was in Seattle, 
joining with the tens of thousands who de- 
scended on the city to protest the World 
Trade Organization (WTO)'s first Minister- 
ial Conference in the US. I was sympathetic 
to the myriad of issues represented by the 
various sections of protestors, from the en- 
vironment to workers' struggles to access to 
medicine. I proudly marched with my ban- 
ner that read, "Think the 
WTO is bad? Wait 'til you 
hear about capitalism!" 

The reasons to oppose the 
WTO were a thousand- 
fold, but central to me 
was the larger system at 
play: global capitalism. 

My fellow anarchists 
worked alongside union 
members, people dressed 
as sea turtles and other 
activists of all kinds in an 
effort to shut down the 
WTO's meeting. The di- 
versity of the protesters 
brought with it a diversity 
of tactics, and anarchists 
participated in many, from 
locking down in intersections and doorways 
tcT'squatting a building downtown to break- 
ing the windows of targeted multinational 
corporations. While the debate about the 
protests and their aftermath has seen hun- 
dreds of opinions, perspectives and critiques, 
there is one thing most can agree on: The 
1-999- WTO protests brought American atten- 
tion to global economic issues. In addition 
to successfully shutting down the meeting, 
activists in the US illustrated an awareness of 
and resistance to the WTO's repression and 
exploitation of peoples across the globe. 

Almost 10 years later, the protests have 
inspired a feature film. Directed by Stuart 
Townsend, Battle in Seattle is a clearly well 
■ researched fictionalized drama taking place 
during the WTO protests. The pacing and 
general narrative is quite accurate to the 
events as they actually unfolded. This new, 
sympathetic attention to a pivotal moment 
of the anti-globalization movement brings 
up many old questions and debates, most 
of which linger on today. The movie itself 
is engaging and likeable, with plenty of well 
staged action to keep the viewer's interest. 
Michelle Rodriguez, badass as always, makes 
a fierce anarchist. (In the interest of disclo- 
sure, I watched Blue Crush three times and 
Blood Rayne twice just for Rodriguez.) The in- 
tentions of the film are clearly sympathetic 
to the protesters and seek to bring to light 
the motivations and ideas of . the activists, 
which have mot been well represented by 
the media. 

The film is independently produced and 
not a product of Hollywood, though it uses a 
Hollywood style to capture its audience. Like 
the popular Oscar-winner Crash, it weaves to- 
gether individual stories and illustrates how 
they connect. For an effort as collective as 
the WTO protests, this approach ultimately 
focuses too much on individual people. One 
of the shortcomings Of the film is the fact 
that it is composed of anecdotes. Certainly, 
to be an entertaining movie, one has to tell 
the story of some compelling characters, but 
when telling the story of the WTO protests, 
this causes some key ideas to slip through 


the cracks. By focusing on the personal lives 
and motivations of a handful of characters, 
we miss the greater, systemic causes at play. 

Consequently, the film focuses on the iso- 
lated "mistakes" of both the Seattle police, 
and to a lesser extent, the media. There is 
not a larger awareness of the fact that institu- 
tions like the WTO rely on media whitewash 
of their activities and a negative portrayal 
of protesters, not to mention police repres- 
sion. Cops fighting protesters is par for the 
course given the greater violence of the WTO 
(poverty, white supremacy, etc.). Corporate 








: 








media also has something to gain by drama- 
tizing the conflict and making the protest- 
ers look bad; sensationalism is what gets the 
ratings, after all. There is a broader systemic 
analysis of capitalism, white supremacy and 
patriarchy, their roles in the WTO and the 
states that control it, which is missing from 
the film. 

Of all the characters in the film — including 
a cop, his wife, the mayor, an NGO profes- 
sional, an African delegate — Townsend gives 
the most screen time to various activists. 
Townsend has explained that Battle in Seat- 
tle's glorification of the professional activist is 
aimed at trying to inspire people to become 
more active in progressive causes. However, 
in an effort to show activists in a positive 
light, their achievements are overblown. The 
breakaway segment of the protest's labor 
, march was portrayed in the film as directed 
by the activists, when in fact it was led by the 
steelworkers and other militant union folks. 
Townsend does make activism look sexy and 
exciting (though Michelle Rodriguez could 
make doing laundry look sexy and exciting), 
but as a strategy with greater political goals, 
his version of activism is misguided. The 
movie unintentionally perpetuates the mid- 
dle-class do-gooder cultural concept when a 
more important focus would be on the large- 
scale popular movements. Individualist activ- 
ist culture has a component of vanguardism 
and elitism, which the movie reinforces — the 
film's activists alLhave various motivations, 
but none of them seek to change the con- 
ditions of their own lives. Any approach to 
activism that overlooks the people most af- 
fected by exploitation and oppression, ne- 
glecting to put grassroots social movements 
in the foreground, is unsustainable. 

Battle in Seattle lacks an awareness of a ma- 
jor theme of the protests, perhaps their most 
successful element: solidarity. Many of the 
protesters were vocal in their solidarity with 
others around the world in resisting global 
capitalism, and that piece is largely missing 
from the film. The film overlooks the essential 
movement-building debates that followed the 
protests, namely those concerning raceXsuch 


as Elizabeth Martinez's "Where Was the Color 
in Seattle?") and gender (such as the Rock Bloc 
Collective's essay "Stick It to the Manarchy"). 
While some of the main character roles were 
people of color, the film lacks any important 
dialog regarding the general whiteness and 
affluence of the protest demographic. As or- 
ganizer Hop Hopkins explains in the WTO 
protest documentary This is What Democracy 
Looks Like, "Solidarity doesn't mean we don't 
talk about issues that separate us.... You've 
got to take it a ster further. Race, class, gen- 
der, sexism, heteiusexism, the whole nine 
yards.... If that's not in 
. „ your analysis, then you're 

only half-stepping, and 
you're not really work- 
ing for revolution." 

By devoting more 
screen time to bouts of 
melodrama and hot, 

1 intense protest action 
* ? than actual ideas, the 

| film's politics are excit- 
!ing but sterile. The su- 
| perficial politics end up 
| misrepresenting many 
| protesters, especially an- 
| archists, even when it is 
unintended. With the 
exception of Michelle 
Rodriguez's character 
Lou, anarchists are portrayed solely as macho 
insurrectionists. While there are certainly 
many of those types within anarchism, and 
there were particularly at the WTO protests, 
the film neglects to mention that there were 
anarchists participating in many, many types 
of actions. The diversity of thought and 
strategy within anarchism is ignored, and in 
its place is a one-dimensional, sensational- 
ized caricature of anarchist politics, despite 
being slightly more educated then the usual 
media portrayal. 

For all its errors, Battle in Seattle provides 
a fun opportunity to return to the' ques — 
tion of why the WTO protests represented 
such a massive victory and what we as anar- 
chists should focus on in our political work 
nearly 10 years latef. After all, the film ar- 
rives in a year when protests are again in 
the news. The summit protest has again be- 
come a popular draw for new activists and 
old hands alike, as we have most recently 
seen here in the US with the Democratic 
and Republican National Conventions (see 
pages 1 and 16-18). After several years of 
involvement in the protest circuit, many 
anarchists are developing criticisms of the 
usual tactics, creating alternatives or with- 
drawing from that scene altogether (usually 
in favor of organizing that is grounded in 
local struggles and communities). 

The Worker's Solidarity Alliance, in a recent 
statement on the RNC protests, perhaps put 
-"it best: "Specifically, -we must - avoid playing - 
into the hands of the state by using rhetoric, 
rituals and tactics that isolate us from the ma- 
jority of the world's population, which suf- 
fers under capitalism. We call for a resistance 
based not exclusively on the advanced tactics 
- of a jail-ready minority, but the solidarity and 
militancy of a revolutionary social bloc, or- 
ganized in workplaces and neighborhoods, 
fighting for self-determination. As the raids 
on activists' spaces have already shown, any- 
thing less is political suicide." 

J. Rogue and Andrew Hedden are members 
of Common Action and want you to check out 
www.nwcommonaction.org. This article was 
originally written for www.anarkismo.net. 
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No Coal Finance Day of Action 

November 14— 15 • At a Bank Near You 

Join Rainforest Action Network, Greenpeace and thousands of 
grassroots climate activists as we mobilize to stop Wall Street's in- 
vestments in climate change and the dirty coal industry! 

On November 14 and 15, we are asking anyone and everyone con- 
cerned with stopping the US coal rush to join us in taking the mes- 
sage to Wall Street. From flyering and leafleting at your local bank 
branch or ATM, to organizing creative street theater or nonviolent 
direct action at bank offices — help our climate and communities by 
demanding clean energy! 

It's time to take to the streets and send Bank of America and Citi 
a strong message that grassroots movements against coal extraction 
and combustion demand an end to coal financing. 

For more info, contact dirtymoney@ran.org; www.dirtymoney.org. 

Annual Black Mesa Indigenous Support Caravan 

November 22—29 • Black Mesa, Arizona 

Black Mesa Indigenous Support (BMIS) is currently putting together 
a caravan of work crews from across the country to support residents 
of the Big Mountain regions of Black Mesa who continue to carry out 
their staunch resistance to the US Government and Peabody Coal's 
efforts to devastate whole communities and ecosystems. 

With the guidance of Black Mesa residents, the aim of this caravan 
is to bring support to Black Mesa communities before the approach- 
ing cold Winter months. We expect volunteer work parties to help 
with firewood chopping and hauling, do minor repair work, provide 
holistic health care and spend a few days herding sheep. 

BMIS wishes for this caravan to be an opportunity for people of all 
backgrounds to listen and work with the families of Black Mesa to 
generate awareness of relocation laws, coal mining and the struggle 
of Black Mesa communities to be free on their ancestral homelands. 
It is also an opportunity to strengthen our solidarity and work to- 
gether to protect Black Mesa and our Mother Earth for all life. 

For more information, to register or to locate a caravan coordina- 
tor near you, contact BMIS, POB 23501, Flagstaff, AZ 86002; (928) 
773-8086; blackmesais@riseup.net; www.blackmesais.org. 

International Day of Action to Free Mumia 

December 6 • Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Beyond 

Once again, the courts have ignored and changed precedent to 
illegally continue the imprisonment of Mumia Abu-Jamal. In July, 
the 3rd Circuit Court of Appeals ruled against three issues that could 
have led to a new trial. Other than the US Supreme Court, this was 
the last appeal to have his conviction overturned. Without an out- 
pouring of public protest, Mumia will either be executed or spend 
the remainder of his life in prison without the possibility of parole. 

Save the date for a mass action in Philly on December 6. (Decem- 
ber 9 marks 27 years of unjust imprisonment.) There will also be 
actions in cities internationally on that day. 

For more information, contact icffmaj@aol.com. 

First Annual Los Angeles Anarchist Book Fair 
December 1 3 • Los Angeles, California 

The book fair will be a place for dreamers, fighters, organizers and 
rebels to come, meet, strategize, learn from each other, get books, 
attend workshops, and join the movement. There will be books, 
community and revolutionary organizations, vendors, speakers, 
workshops and games. 

The location will be the Southern California Library for Social Stud- 
ies and Research. A $5 entry fee includes a vegan dinner. Proceeds 
will go to the Revolutionary Autonomous Communities Defense 
Fund and the Southwest Regional Gathering for Anarchist/ Autono- 
mous/ Angry People Of Color in January 2009. 

We invite anybody who has ideas and who wants to help to come 
to planning meetings. For meeting times, contact rac@riseup.net. 

For more info or to register, visit www.diyzine.com/bookfairhome. 

Everglades Uprising! 2009 Winter Gathering and Action Camp 

December 30— January 1 7 • Martin County (Near Indiantown) 

. Come experience three days of forums, workshops and trainings; 
two weeks of actions, monitoring camps and eco-outings; and one 
everglades bioregion, united in exposing and attacking the energy em- 
pire and the dictatorship of developers in South Florida. 


This gathering will feature topics of bioregional resistance to new 
infrastructure and development, "comprehensive everglades resto- 
ration" politics and corruption, wetland and coastal ecosystem de- 
fense, environmental justice issues, direct action and community 
organizing, and ground-truthing (collecting data on location) and 
site monitoring visits. 

Come check out some of the last remaining old growth Bald Cy- 
press in southeast Florida! 

For more information, please contact (561) 588-9666; www. 
evergaldesearthfirst.org. 

Call for Submissions to 2 008 RNC Book 
Due January 20 

Every four years, the Democratic and Republican parties gather 
to nominate their candidates for president. These national con- 
ventions are vast public spectacles. With great pomp and deca- 
dence, they praise the virtues of democracy and claim a mandate 
from the American people, while simultaneously choking dissent- 
ing voices with clouds of tear gas and pepper spray. This year, as 
in years past, the Republican National Convention (RNC) was the 
site of fierce protest. 

As activists involved in organizing against the 2008 RNC and past 
conventions, we believe it is important to learn from our experienc- 
es in order to grow stronger, smarter and more effective as a move- 
ment. As part of this effort, we are issuing this call for submissions 
to an upcoming, book-length record of the 2008 RNC protests in St. 
Paul, Minnesota. 

We are looking for diverse content, including but not limited to: 
group accounts and personal recollections of planning, action and 
police repression; constructive analyses of strategy and tactics; aca- 
demic essays; legal discussions of arrests, repression and court cases; 
and photographs, artwork and video stills. 

We want this record to be as comprehensive as possible, cover- 
ing all stages of planning and execution, all sites of protest, all 
tactics and targets, all protest roles and radical movements. In 
order for this to be a true people's history of the RNC, we 
committed to including the accounts of women, LGBTQ folks and 
people of color. 

Contributions are due by January 20. For more information, con- 
tact info@rncbook.org; www.mcbook.org. 

2009 Earth First! Organizers’ Conference and Winter Rendezvous 

February 12— 16 • Southern Arizona 

The 2009 Organizers' Conference (OC) and Winter Rendezvous 
will be held under the desert sun in Arizona, at a location to be 
determined. The Sonorari Desert is one of the largest and hottest 
deserts in North America. It is a land of stunning diversity, with 
a variety of unique plants and animals, and the only home of the 
saguaro cactus. 

As the human population grows, the desert's biodiversity is in- 
creasingly threatened by the conversion of native habitats and the 
depletion of already scarce water sources. Join us in the land of ja- 
velina and pygmy owls as we share, learn and strategize to take 
action of behalf of the Sonoran Desert and the rest of the planet's 
bioregions. 

See the next issue of the EF!J for details. For more informa- 
tion, or if you have suggestions for the OC organizers, contact 
chukshonoc2009@yahoo.com. 

Earth First! Journal Call for Submission 

The Earth First! Journal is announcing an ongoing search for sub- 
missions. Our beloved readers are the brain and brawn (no, seriously) 
behind everything we report on in the Journal. Though we do have 
a deadline every issue (typically during the third week of every odd- 
numbered month), you can Ultimately submit an article or graphic 
24 hours a day, seven days a week, 365 days a year. 

We thrive on hearing your opinions (all of them, believe it or not), 
seeing your artwork and hearing about what matters most to you. 
So, we invite you to take some time and donate some words for the 
cause. We'd appreciate it if you keep our audience in mind — this is a 
radical environmental publication — and keep your focus on action or 
movement analysis (and not just the problem)! 

For more information, see the Eostar 2007 editorial (also available 
on our website) or contact EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; 
collective@earthfirstjournal.org; www.earthfirstjournal.org. 




Everglades wild boars 
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"I spent a year in the Nortltwoods of Wisconsin at an 
outdoor school. It was not a survival school, because I 
Jg died. I died to my old way of thinking. I died to being 

* \ egocentric. I died to the pursuit of the civilized lifeway. 

/ became alive to many other things — became alive to 
IW0 Circle. I became alive to the native lifeway. I became 
: <y£jJy a/ive to the connectedness of all things. I became alive 
^ 1° trusting, being and the now. My heaft is full. I have 

>► much to share, more than words can say." 

0 — Coyote Three Feathers aka John Herron 

(Wilderness Guide Program 2004-2005) 

COULD A YE AR IN THE WILDERNESS DO THIS FOR YOU? 

www.teachingdrunt.oTg 

(715) 546-2944 



Classic Earth First! T-shirts ayailable[ 

Also bike stickers, buttons, zines and more. 

www.peacesupplies.org 


Earth First! 
T-Shirts 



Printed on Sweatshop-Free 
Organic Cotton! Available in 
Womyn’s and Men’s sizes. 
www.earthfirstjournal.org 


We also have books, music, 
bumper stickers, patches & 
other trinkets! 
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donate a subscription to a prisoner! 


writings by 
Rod Coronado 


Many of our most dedicated readers moke 354 per hour or less- not 
even enough to afford the "stamp subscription" rate. 

Send us $20 and a note explaining that it's for a prisoner subscription. 


You'll help out the Journal , as well as hook up a prisoner for a year 


all money 
goes to Rod 

visit flamingarrows. 
mountainrebel.net to 
order your copy today! 


a message from tucson’s “read between the bars’ 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal ...the radical environmental journal 


o $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Air Mail, Canada or Mexico 
O $25 Regular Rate ($22 low income) O $50 Air Mail, International 
O $40 First Class (US $, no foreign checks) 

O $40 Anonymous Envelope 

O $75 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate $J DONATION 

O Send me a free Keep It Wild EF! music compilation with my subscription - 


Name 


Address 


Country 


Email 


Mail: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions 

POB 3023, Tucson. AZ 85702 

Online: www.earthfirstjournal.org 


Credit Card Orders 
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Earth First! 

DIRECTORY 


fg * Find the EF! group nearest you. If you don’t see one, start one 

ARIZONA (812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org 

Catalyst Infoshop Roadblock EF! 

109 N McCormick St, Prescott, AZ 86301 roadblockef@yahoo.com 

(928) 443-8525; info@catalystinfoshop.org KANSAS 

Flagstaff Activist Network 
POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002 
info@flagstaffactivist.org 
ARKANSAS 
Arkansas EF! 

arkansasearthfirst@gmail.com 
CALIFORNIA 
ACT UP! San Francisco 
1884 Market St, San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 864-6686; actupsf@hotmail.com 
Free Mind Media 

546 Pacific Ave, Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
info@freemindmedia.org 
Healeth EF! 

POB 720327, Redding, CA 96099 
(530) 241-1007 

Long Haul Infoshop Potomac EF! 

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705 c/o Peace Resource Center, 

(510) 540-0751; slingshot@tao.ca 4 E Church St, Frederick, MD 21701 

North Coast EF! potomacearthfirst@gmail.com 

POB 28, Areata, CA 95518 MASSACHUSETTS 

(707) 822-1513 Mass Direct Action 

Santa Cruz EF! POB 484, Somerset, MA 02726 

cruzef@cruzio.com irlfo@massdirectaction.org 

Sierra Nevada EF! 

935 F St, Fresno, CA 93706 
collective@sierranevadaearthfirst.org 
smartMeme Strategy & Training Project 
2940 16th St #216, San Francisco, CA 94103 
info@smartmeme.com 


(740) 589-5111; thewire@fiseup.net 


Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

27803 Williams Ln, Fossil, OR 97830 

Cascadia EF! -Eugene 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

Cascadia EFi-Portland 

POB 11662, Portland, OR 97217 

cascadia_ef@riseup.net 

Green Anarchy 

POB 11331, Eugene, OR 97440 

collective@greenanarchy.org 

Rising Tide Cascadia 

cascadia@risingtidenorthamerica.org 


Solidarity! Radical Library 

1109 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 66044 

(785) 865-1374 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 1072, Belfast, ME 04915 

maineef@yahoo.com 

Native Forest Network 

nfnmaine@gmail.com 

Penobscot Bay Watch-Gulf of Maine 

POB 1871, Rockland, ME 04841 

penbay@j ustice .com 

People's Free Space 

POB 4875, Portland, ME 04112 

info@peoplesfreespace.org 


EF! Philly 

earthfirstphilly@riseup.net 
RHODE ISLAND 
Ocean State EF! 
oceanstate_ef@riseup.net 
TENNESSEE 
Three Rivers EF! 

POB 16309, Knoxville, TN 37996 

annebbnnylives@yahoo.com 

TEXAS 

Lone Star EF! 

lonestaref@gmail.com; www.huntsab.org/lonestaref.htm 
UTAH 

Wild Wasatch EF! 

8790 W 25800 N, Portage, UT 84331 
(435) 866-2137 


Church of Deep Ecology 

POB 16075, St Paul, MN 55116 

contact@churchofdeepecology.org 

Forest Ecosystems Action Group 

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405 

paarise@mtn.org 


Save the Corporations From Themselves 
169 Main St, Brattleboro, VT 05301 
(802) 254-4847; corpsave@sover.net 


Denver EF! 

colorado_earthfirst@riseup.net 

Wilderness Study Group 

University of Colorado, Campus Box 207, 

Boulder, CO 80309 

wsg@colorado.edu 


Confluence/Community Arts & 

Media Project 

POB 63232, Saint Louis, MO 63163 

(314) 776-1721; confluence@lists.indymedia.org 


Blue Ridge Earth First! 
blueridgeef@yahoo.com. 


The Evergreen State College 
Environmental Resource Center 
2700 Evergreen Pkwy NW, Cab 320, 
Olympia, WA 98505 
(360) 867-6784; erc@riseup.net 
The Last Wizards 
james@lastwizards.com 


Buffalo Field Campaign 

POB 957, West Yellowstone, MT 59758 

(406) 646-0070; buffalo@wildrockies.org 

Wild Rockies EF! 

odinswyrd@yahoo.com 


Environmental Library Fund 
-2S Newtown Tpke, Weston, CT 06883 
(203) 227-2065; remyc@prodigy.net 
FLORIDA 

Central Florida EF! 
centralfloridaearthfirst@gmail.com • 
Everglades EF! 

822 N C St, Lake Worth, FL 33460 

(561) 588-9666; evergladesearthfirst@gmail.com 

Gulf Coast Lowlands EF! 

(727) 688-5901; grommit770@gmail.com 


Environmental Resource Center 

(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net 


Madison EF!/lnfoshop 

1019 Williamson St #B, Madison, W1 53703 

(608) 262-9036 


Central New York EF! 

POB 35463, Syracuse, NY 13235 

(585) 802-8330; cnyearthfirst@riseup.net 

Wetlands Activism Collective 

POB 344, New York, NY 10108 

(201) 928-2831; activism@wetlands-preserve.org 


Teewinot EF! 

POB 1329, Jackson, WY 83001 

PROJECTS 6 
CAMPAIGNS 

EF! Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

(925) 376-7329 

Rising Tide North America 

POB 11664, Portland, OR 97211 

(202) 657-6772 

Root Force 

POB 1302, Tucson, AZ 85702 
info@rootfoice.org 
Warrior Poets Society 
POB 14501, Berkeley, CA 94712 


Species Traitor/Black and Green 
POB 81303, Athens, GA 30608 
prirrialwar@gmail.com 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

1740 W Greenleaf Ave, Chicago, 1L 60626 

(773) 465-7774 

IOWA 

Des Moines EF! 

c/o Crimethlnc. Neighborhood Watch 
POB 41416, Des Moines, IA 50311 


Croatan EF! 

2419 Mayview St, Raleigh, NC 27607 
croatanearthfirst@gmail.com 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 
Rising Tide Asheville 
risingtide@mountainrebel.net 
OHIO 

HokHokken EF!_ - ■ 

info@eastemforesfdefense.org ~ — 

The Wire: A Community Resource Center 
21 Kern St, Athens, OH 45701 


Boxcar Books & Community Center 
310A S Washington St, 

Bloomington, IN 47401 


INTERNATIONAL CONTACTS 


Australia 

EF! Australia 

POB 1270, Albany, WA, 6330, Australia 

efoz@earthfirst.org.au 

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay 

POB 295, Nowra, NSW, 2541, Australia 

BELGIUM 

EF! Belgium Support Group 
belgium2005@groenfront.be 
GroenFront! Belgium 
2007@groenfront.be; www.groenfront.be 
CANADA 
Elaho EF! 

earth_first@resist.ca 
Ottawa EF! 

ottawaearthfirst@resist.ca 

CZECH REPUBL1C 

Car Busters 

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10, Czech Republic 
420-274-810-849; info@carbusters.org 
EIRE 

An Talamh Glas (Green Earth) 

atgblue@yahoo.com 

ENGLAND 


EF! Action Update 

12 London Rd, Brighton, BN1 4JA, UK 

mail@actionupdate.org.uk 

Leeds EF! c/o CRC 

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB, UK 
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net 
London EF! 

84B Whitechapel High St, London, El 0, UK 

eflondon@ziplip.com 

London Rising Tide 

62 Fieldgate St, London, El 1ES, UK 

0770-879-4665; london@risingtide.org.uk 

Manchester EF! 

22A Beswick St, Manchester, M4 7HS, UK 
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk 
Road Block 

POB 164, Totnes, TQ9 5WX, UK 
020-7729-6973; office@roadblock.org.uk 


www.savingiceland.org 


ASEED Europe 

Plantage Doklaan 12A, 1018 CM, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands 
31-20-668-2236; info@aseed.net 
GroenFront! Netherlands 
POB 85069, 3508 AB Utrecht, Netherlands 
2007@groenfront.nl; www.groenfront.nl 


Environmental Rescue International 

20 Dawson Rd, by Forestry Junction, 

Benin City, Nigeria 

environmentalrescue@yahoo.co.uk 

RUSSIA 

Ecodefense! 

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000, Russia 
0112-44-84-43 


EF! Germany 

green.rage@web.de 

ICELAND 

Saving Iceland 

savingiceland@riseup.net 


Green Korea United 
110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 
136-56 Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu 
Seoul, South Korea 

82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org 


Some of the benefits of being listed in the EF! directory include: exposure for local and regional campaigns; free advertising 
space in the Journal; merchandise discounts; and bulk copies of the Journal for the price of postage. For more information, 
contact the EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; (520) 620-6900; collective@earthfirstjoumal.org. 
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